
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2015

SAN BERNARDINO: San Bernardino County Sheriff John McMahon, right, comforts dispatcher Michelle Rodriguez during a news conference
with the first responders who were at the scene of last week’s fatal shooting at the Inland Regional Center. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: By the time the married couple who
carried out the deadly San Bernardino terrorist attack
came to the attention of police, it was far too late. Syed
Rizwan Farook and his wife, Tashfeen Malik, had gone
undetected while planning the massacre that included
amassing thousands of rounds of ammunition, high-
powered guns and pipe bombs.

The FBI’s acknowledgement that the San
Bernardino shooters had been radicalized Muslims for
“quite some time” points to the difficulty discovering
potential terrorists who keep a very low profile and
shows the deadly consequences that can occur when
identification comes too late.

“It appears these people were very good at hiding
their intentions,” said David Schanzer, a Duke
University public policy professor who runs a center
that studies terrorism. “What this situation shows is it’s
not a fool-proof system. ... A hundred percent preven-
tion is not achievable.”

The couple, who lived quietly in a two-bedroom
townhouse with their 6-month-old daughter and
Farook’s mother, had not come to the attention of law
enforcement before clothing themselves in black, don-
ning face masks and bursting into an annual festive
meeting of Farook’s county health department col-
leagues with guns blazing. They killed 14 people and
wounded 21 last Wednesday before dying in a
shootout with police about four hours later.

Radical beliefs 
David Bowdich, chief of the FBI’s Los Angeles office,

told reporters the agency was searching for how and
where radicalization occurred and who might have led
them to those beliefs. Investigators believe e Farook, a
28-year-old restaurant inspector born in the US to a
Pakistani family, become radicalized before meeting
Malik, 29, FBI spokeswoman Laura Eimiller said
Tuesday. She did not elaborate on what led the FBI to
that conclusion about Malik, who emigrated to the US
from Pakistan in July 2014 on a fiancÈe visa and mar-

ried Farook the next month. Detecting those who hold
radical beliefs - and determining who may lash out vio-
lently - is a challenge for law enforcement. 

America’s counterterrorism infrastructure has had
success at flagging individuals who try to travel abroad
to fight alongside militants, fund operations overseas
or who communicate online with overseas terrorists.
But it’s been far more challenging for law enforcement
to flag each and every individual who self-radicalizes
online, a process the Islamic State has facilitated with
slick Internet propaganda aimed at the disaffected.
“They’re not communicating with a terrorist organiza-
tion, they’re not doing those other things that we have
typically looked for when we’re looking for terrorists,”
said John Cohen, a former Homeland Security
Department counterterrorism coordinator.

Behavior that is in isolation isn’t likely to put a
defendant on law enforcement’s radar. But sudden
withdrawal from friends or family, for instance, starts
hitting trip wires when combined with other actions,
such as increased visits to hate-spewing chat rooms or
radical change in appearance. 

But even then, law enforcement is challenged on a
daily basis in separating individuals who hold radical
views, which in and of itself is not a crime, from those
who are plotting acts of violence or encouraging oth-
ers in that direction. “It’s a highly individualized
process, and each person is different,” said Seamus
Hughes, deputy director of the Program on Extremism
at George Washington University’s Center for Cyber &
Homeland Security, which recently issued a study
showing that 56 people had been charged in the U.S.
this year in connection with supporting the Islamic
State. “The radicalization process could take a few
years, it could take a few months.”

Terrorist ideology 
FBI agents currently have hundreds of open

inquiries in all 50 states related to terrorist ideology.
When they identify someone they think is predisposed

to violence, they’ve turned to a range of techniques -
including sting operations involving informants and
inoperable weapons and placing undercover agents in
chat rooms - as part of their investigation.

But they’re nonetheless constrained under Justice
Department regulations in the investigative steps they
may take. That guidance, known as the Domestic
Investigations and Operations Manual, permits agents
to check out a citizen’s suspicion even when there’s
minimal factual basis for doing so. Actually opening a
full-blown investigation, and using tools such as sur-
veillance and phone wiretaps, requires a significantly
higher burden of evidence of wrongdoing.

“For law enforcement to take action, their investi-
gation has to reveal that a person has gone beyond
simply having extreme thoughts, and is actually mov-
ing in the direction of carrying out an act of violence,”
Cohen said. “They have to be in the process of commit-
ting a crime.”

So far, the FBI has revealed little of what it’s learned
about Farook and Malik and their planning, except for
details about the weaponry they had, materials they
had to make more pipe bombs and that both had
been taking target practice. Malik also practiced at
Riverside Magnum Range, where Farook shot at tar-
gets two days before the attack, Eimiller said.

Investigators also are trying to determine a money
trail for funding of the operation. A US official said
Tuesday authorities are looking into a deposit made
to Farook’s bank account prior to the shooting. The
official, who had been briefed on the investigation
but was not authorized to discuss it by name and
spoke on condition of anonymity, would not further
characterize the nature of the deposit or what was
suspicious about it. Hughes said the FBI surely is look-
ing to see what red flags law enforcement might have
been missed - part of a post-mortem analysis that fol-
lows every incident of this nature. “What do you learn
from this, and how do you mitigate the next attack?”
he asked. — AP 
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MOSCOW: Exiled tycoon and former prisoner
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, in a rare public appearance
yesterday, threw down the gauntlet to the Kremlin,
saying revolution in Russia in inevitable and that he
will help to bring it about.

Speaking yesterday at a conference in London,
Khodorkovsky accused the Kremlin of pursuing a
suicidal foreign policy, introducing unlawful laws
and prosecuting citizens with the use of corrupt
courts - developments that he described as an
“anti-constitutional coup.” He said President
Vladimir Putin has driven Russia into a position
when a revolution is “inevitable and necessary.”

The 10 years that Khodorkovsky served in a
Russian prison transformed an oligarch into a sym-
bol of anti-government resistance. Once Russia’s
richest man, the charges of tax evasion and embez-
zlement against Khodorkovsky have been seen as
punishment for challenging the Kremlin and har-
boring political ambitions. Upon his release, he left
the country and has remained in exile. The 52-year
old said he is not interested in politics as a career
but he “cannot stand idle and watch what is going
on in Russia” and would like to help a peaceful rev-
olution. “I will certainly do my best to ensure that
the rule of law is restored through a revolution, so
that as a result ... Putin and his entourage will have
to be held accountable to society in front of an
independent court,” Khodorkovsky said.

Khodorkovsky had spent 10 years in prison on
two sets of charges when he was pardoned and
released in December 2013, shortly before the
Winter Games in Sochi. He had been due to be
released in August the following year.
Khodorkovsky said yesterday that when he was
pardoned he gave his word to Putin not to go into
politics before his prison term would have ended
and while he was taking care of his ailing mother.
Since his mother died last August, Khodorkovsky
said he felt he “no longer had any obligations.”

In an unexpected raising of tensions, Russian
investigators this week called Khodorkovsky for
questioning in connection with a murder investiga-
tion, in a summons delivered to his elderly father’s
home in Moscow in connection.

Investigators announced in June that they were
reopening the probe into the 1998 slaying of
Vladimir Petukhov, mayor of Nefteyugansk, the
town where Khodorkovsky’s company, Yukos, was
headquartered at the time. Khodorkovsky and his
associates have denied involvement in the killing.
Khodorkovsky said yesterday that he had no inten-
tion of working with Russian investigators, whom
he accused of concocting the charges. —AP
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BERLIN: A German woman accused of involve-
ment in 10 neo-Nazi murders broke her silence
for the first time in four years yesterday, telling a
court in Munich that she only learned of the slay-
ings after they had taken place.

In a statement read by her lawyer, Beate
Zschaepe said the killings, two bomb attacks and
several bank robberies were carried out by her
former lovers, Uwe Mundlos and Uwe
Boehnhardt, who died in an apparent murder-
suicide in 2011. Prosecutors allege that the trio
formed the National Socialist Underground,
which killed eight Turkish men, a Greek and a
policewoman between 2000 and 2007.

“I reject the prosecution’s charge that I was a
member of a terrorist organization called NSU,”
German news agency dpa quoted Zschaepe as
saying in the statement, which came as the trial
neared its 250th day. Zschaepe described how
she met Mundlos during her childhood in East

Germany in the late 1980s, and how she became
part of the far-right scene that emerged after the
collapse of the Berlin Wall.

The trio went into hiding in 1998. Zschaepe
acknowledged that her alleged accomplices told
her about the attacks after they happened, but
claims she didn’t report them to police because
they threatened to commit suicide if she did so.

“I sincerely apologize to all of the victims and
relatives of victims,” she said in her statement.
Zschaepe was arrested in November 2011, short-
ly after Mundlos’ and Boehnhardt’s bodies were
found in a burned-out camper van in the town of
Eisenach following a botched bank robbery. Her
lawyer, Mathias Grasel, has asked the court to
allow Zschaepe’s lawyers to answer judges’ ques-
tions rather than require her to answer them.
Zschaepe’s trial and that of four others accused
of supporting the group is expected to last until
the middle of next year. — AP 
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GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE: A US
Army officer on Tuesday defended her deci-
sion to use female guards at Guantanamo
Bay’s top-secret Camp 7, where Muslim
prisoners say physical contact with unrelat-
ed women is an affront to their religion.

The officer, a former commander of
Camp 7 whose name was not disclosed,
told a court at the base in Cuba that she
started to use women to transport prison-
ers in 2014 due to a shortage of guards
with the proper training and security clear-
ance amid an increased demand to move
men about the detention center for legal
meetings and hearings before judges.

That move prompted outrage among
some of the prisoners in Camp 7, including
the five men facing trial by military com-
mission for their alleged roles planning and
supporting the Sept 11, 2001, terrorist
attack. Lawyers for the men said they
began refusing to attend meetings or to
cooperate with their defense, making the
issue yet another obstacle in frequently
stalled legal proceedings against them.

Physical contact 
Female guards work regularly in the two

main camps of the Guantanamo Bay deten-
tion center but have less physical contact
with the prisoners. There are a total of 107
prisoners held at the base. The judge over-
seeing the Sept 11 case issued a temporary
order in January halting the use of women
in Camp 7, where only male guards had
been used until 2014. Military officials are
now asking him to reverse the ruling, argu-
ing that it discriminates against female sol-
diers and impedes camp operations.

The former officer testified by video link
from Massachusetts, where she has served
with the state National Guard for 33 years
and worked as a police officer for 21 years.

She had never run a detention center
before being appointed commander of
Camp 7, which holds the most significant
terrorist suspects in US custody, including
Khalid Shaikh Mohammad, the self-pro-
claimed architect of the Sept. 11 attack.

She said she consulted with a detention
center cultural adviser before using women
guards to transport prisoners and was told
it would be OK because guards were touch-
ing male prisoners as part of their duties.
She said the military made an effort to
accommodate the men’s religious beliefs in
general. “Any inquiry, especially when it
was linked to their religious practices, was
reviewed thoroughly,” she said. Lawyers for
the men argue that being physically han-
dled by women not only violates their
deeply held Muslim beliefs but is also trau-
matic for men who were subjected to what
they say were brutal CIA interrogations that
amounted to torture. They say it’s also rela-
tively easy to find alternatives.

A need for equality of the sexes, “doesn’t
mean you can’t respect their religious
rights and work around it,” said James
Harrington, a lawyer for defendant Ramzi
Binalshibh. The judge, Army Col James
Pohl, was hearing testimony on the female
guard issue on the first of four scheduled
days of pretrial hearing the Sept. 11 case.
The five prisoners face charges that include
terrorism and nearly 3,000 counts of mur-
der in violation of the law of war and could
get the death penalty if convicted. No trial
date has been set. Testimony on the issue
was expected to resume yesterday.

A judge in a separate war-crimes case,
against alleged Al-Qaeda commander Hadi
Al-Iraqi, previously issued an order pro-
hibiting female guards from handling him
in Camp 7. He later rescinded it at the urg-
ing of prosecutors and the military. — AP 

US army officer defends use of 

Guantanamo’s female guards 

CARACAS: Handout photo released by the Venezuelan presidency of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro (center) as he speaks by the tomb of late Venezuelan presi-
dent Hugo Chavez. — AFP 

CARACAS: Venezuela’s opposition won a key
two-thirds majority in the National Assembly
in legislative voting, according to final results
released Tuesday, dramatically strengthening
its hand in any bid to wrest power from
President Nicolas Maduro after 17 years of
socialist rule.

More than 48 hours after polls closed, the
National Electoral Council published the final
tally on its website, confirming that the last
two undecided races broke the opposition
coalition’s way, giving them 112 out of 167
seats in the National Assembly that’s sworn in
next month. The ruling socialist party and its
allies got 55 seats. The publication ends two
days of suspense in which Maduro’s oppo-
nents claimed a much-larger margin of victo-
ry than initially announced by electoral
authorities, who were slow to tabulate and
release results that gave a full picture of the
magnitude of the Democratic Unity opposi-
tion alliance’s landslide. The outcome, better
than any of the opposition’s most-optimistic
forecasts, gives the coalition an unprecedent-
ed strength in trying to rein in Maduro as well
as the votes needed to sack Supreme Court
justices and even remove Maduro from office
by convoking an assembly to rewrite Hugo
Chavez’s 1999 constitution.

Radical course 
Although divided government should fos-

ter negotiations, Maduro in his first remarks
following the results showed little sign of
moderating the radical course that voters
rejected. Even while recognizing defeat, the
former bus driver and union organizer
blamed the “circumstantial” loss on a right-

wing “counterrevolution” trying to sabotage
Venezuela’s oil-dependent economy and
destabilize the government.

On Tuesday, Maduro visited Chavez’s mau-
soleum in the 23 of January hillside slum
where the government suffered a shock loss
in Sunday’s vote. Accompanied by members
of his top military command, he accused his
opponents of sowing discrimination and class
hatred, cautioning workers who voted for the
opposition that they would regret their deci-
sion to abandon support for the government.

“The bad guys won, like the bad guys
always do, through lies and fraud,” said
Maduro. “Workers of the fatherland know that
you have a president, a son of Chavez, who
will protect you.” Hardliners in the notoriously
fractious opposition seem similarly inflexible,
preferring to talk about ending Maduro’s rule
before his term ends in 2019 rather than
resolving Venezuela’s triple-digit inflation,
plunging currency and the widespread short-
ages expected to worsen in January as busi-
nesses close for the summer vacation.

Moderates however are calling for dia-
logue to give Maduro a chance to roll back
policies they blame for the unprecedented
economic crisis. But with most Venezuelans
bracing for more hardship as oil prices, the
lifeblood of the economy, hover near a seven-
year low, even they recognize the window for
change is small and closing fast.

“If Maduro doesn’t change we’ll have to
change the government,” Gov. Henrique
Capriles, who lost to Maduro in 2013 presi-
dential elections, said. “But the opposition’s
response to the economic crisis right now
can’t be more politics.” — AP 
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GENEVA: More than 9,000 people have been
killed since the conflict in Ukraine began,
the United Nations said yesterday, warning
that even though fighting had abated, mil-
lions were in precarious situations. 

The UN human rights office hailed “a
sharp de-escalation of hostilities” in the con-
flict zones in eastern Ukraine since the war-
ring sides signed a new truce on September
1, following a fragile truce agreed in Minsk in
February.

“Though the hostilities have not ceased
completely ... shelling of populated areas
has decreased dramatically,” Gianni
Magazzeni, head of the office’s Americas,
Europe and Central  Asia branch, told
reporters. “The number of civilian casualties,
especially those caused by shelling, has also
significantly dropped,” he said.

In its latest report on Ukraine, the rights
office said that between August 16 and

November 15, 47 civilians were killed and
131 injured in the conflict zones of eastern
Ukraine, less than half of those registered
during the previous three-month period. But
nonetheless, at least 9,115 people-including
civilians, soldiers and militia members-have
perished since the beginning of the conflict
in mid-April  2014, with another 20,797
injured, Magazzeni said, describing this as “a
conservative estimate”.

He said the steep increase from the previ-
ous toll of nearly 8,000 deaths reported by
his office in September was among other
things due to previously unidentified bodies
in morgues being added, and many people
long considered missing now counted as
dead. He warned though that since the cut-
off date of the UN report, “there has been an
increase in ceasefire violations”, including
“the renewed employment of artillery sys-
tems in the conflict area.”  —AFP
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MOSCOW: Mikhail Khodorkovsky, once Russia’s richest man, speaks during a webcast conference in
London, and is seen on a TV screen in Open Russia movement office in Moscow yesterday. Exiled tycoon
and former prisoner Mikhail Khodorkovsky in a rare public appearance threw down the gantlet at the
Kremlin, saying that revolution in Russia in inevitable and that he would help to bring it about.   — AP 


