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Group E
Barcelona 5 4 1 0 14 3 13 —qualified
Roma 5 1 2 2 11 16 5
Bayer Leverkusen 5 1 2 2 12 11 5
BATE Borisov 5 1 1 3 5 12 4

Group F
Bayern Munich 5 4 0 1 17 3 12 — qualified
Olympiakos 5 3 0 2 6 10 9
Arsenal 5 2 0 3 9 10 6
Dinamo Zagreb 5 1 0 4 3 12 3

Group G
Chelsea 5 3 1 1 11 3 10
Porto 5 3 1 1 9 6 10
Dynamo Kiev 5 2 2 1 7 4 8
Maccabi Tel Aviv 5 0 0 5 1 15 0

Group H
Zenit St. Petersburg 5 5 0 0 12 4 15 —qualified
Gent 5 2 1 2 6 6 7
Valencia 5 2 0 3 5 7 6
Lyon 5 0 1 4 3 9 1
Note: Top two in each group qualify for last 16, team in third goes into draw for Europa
League last 32.

PARIS: UEFA Champions League tables for groups E-H ahead of Wednesday’s final round of group
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

UEFA Champions League tables

TOKYO: Lionel Messi is the most
famous of a variety of characters at the
Club World Cup which includes
Auckland City ’s part-timers, former
Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari and bun-
ny-hopping Congolese goalkeeper
Robert Kidiaba.

Messi ’s Barcelona are runaway
favourites to win the somewhat quirky
tournament which, as much as any-
thing, serves as reminder of the chasm
which separates club football in Europe
from the rest of the world.

The Catalans head a field which also
includes South American champions
River Plate,  CONCACAF’s America,
African champions TP Mazembe,
Scolari’s Guangzhou Evergrande, the
champions of Asia,  and Oceania’s
Auckland City.

Sanfrecce Hiroshima, who qualified
as champions of host nation Japan,
complete the lineup. The tournament,
successor to the sometimes volatile

games in the Intercontinental Cup, is
largely unloved and ignored in Europe,
yet regarded as the pinnacle for teams
in other parts of the world.

South American sides, in particular,
spend months preparing and are invari-
ably followed by thousands of fans who
travel halfway around the world. “My
feeling is that even though they ’re
finals, the European teams feel that
they’re going to end up winning,” said
River Plate midfielder Lucho Gonzalez.

“When they start out feeling that
relaxed they often end up having a
tougher test than they expected. For us,
though, these kinds of games are like
touching the sky.”

MODERN FOOTBALL
The dynamics of modern football

means that the top South American
players will be playing against, rather
than for, their region’s representatives.
While European champions Barcelona

will  be fielding Brazil ian Neymar,
Uruguayan Luis Suarez and Argentine
Messi in a dream strikeforce, River Plate
will have to make do with mainly jour-
neymen professionals.

River Plate’s team is fairly typical of
South American club football where, for
many players,  a career in Russia,
Ukraine, the Middle East or Australia can
be preferable to staying in the ram-
shackle domestic game.

River have three types of players in
their squad - youngsters still hoping to
move abroad, veterans who have
returned home to play out their careers
and those who are not good enough to
make the move.

Their nickname, the “Millionaires”, is
especially ironic given that their entire
squad is worth less than Neymar or
Messi alone. Despite this, River, who
have enjoyed a stunning revival under
former Argentina midfielder Marcelo
Gallardo, are still seen as the main chal-

lengers to Barcelona.
Sanfrecce Hiroshima and Auckland

City, a team largely made-up of part-
time professionals who last year
reached the semi-finals and took South
American champions San Lorenzo to
extra-time, kick-off the tournament on
Thursday.

The winners will  progress to the
quarter-finals-of which there are two-
where they will face TP Mazembe in
Osaka on Sunday with River Plate await-
ing in the semi-finals.

BOUNCING KIDIABA
Mazembe, from Democratic Republic

of Congo, became the first African team
to reach the final in 2010 when they
stunned Brazil’s Internacional.

Their most easily identifiable player is
Kidiaba, who celebrates goals by bounc-
ing around his goalmouth on his back-
side. In the other quarter-final, also on
Sunday, America face Guangzhou where

Scolari is attempting to revive a career
which has been blighted by Brazil’s 7-1
defeat by Germany at the World Cup on
home soil last year.

The winners of that match meet
Barcelona in the semi-final.  Scolari, an
old hand in knockout games, would like
nothing more than a chance to try and
knock the European champions out of
their stride with some of his well-docu-
mented spoiling tactics.

Winning the Asian Champions
League has already helped Scolari put
his awful 2014 behind him. “I’d like to
summarise my answer in one sentence:
the winners are those who will not give
up,” the man known as Big Phil said after
Guangzhou beat Al Ahli over two legs to
win the Asian trophy.

“My next target is the Club World
Cup, and why not? Because I have such
a great team, great players and a great
club and so, of course, we can realise
that dream.” —Reuters

Messi heads eclectic cast at Club World Cup

LONDON: Chelsea’s John Terry, center, chats with goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois during a training session at Cobham training ground, London,
yesterday. —AP

LONDON: Jose Mourinho faces a decisive
moment in his fight to save his job as the belea-
guered Chelsea manager bids to avoid a cata-
strophic exit from the Champions League
against Porto yesterday.

Mourinho is on the brink of being sacked by
Blues owner Roman Abramovich after Saturday’s
stunning 1-0 home defeat against lowly
Bournemouth left the crisis-torn Premier League
champions languishing just two points above
the relegation zone.

Mourinho was given a public vote of confi-
dence by Chelsea at the start of October, but
Abramovich’s patience is wearing thin as the
club’s worst start to a season in his 12-year own-
ership shows no signs of improving.

Although Mourinho has continued to insist
he retains the support of his players amid
rumours of a dressing room mutiny against his
hard-line style, the limp manner of their surren-
der against Bournemouth suggested otherwise.

Abramovich held talks with his closest
Chelsea aides, Marina Granovskaia and Michael
Emenalo, over the weekend and it is reported
the Russian told Mourinho he must lead the
team into the last 16 of the Champions League
to avoid the axe.

Chelsea need only a draw at Stamford Bridge
in their final Group G fixture to be certain of a
place in the knockout stages, but what in previ-

ous years would have been a forgone conclusion
for a team managed by Mourinho now looks a
decidedly more taxing task.

Once virtually unbeatable at the Bridge
under Mourinho, Chelsea have lost four times on
home turf this season and Porto, who need a
win to be sure of progressing, are unlikely to
prove a pushover after beating the west
Londoners in Portugal earlier this season. Faced
with by far the worst run of his glittering mana-
gerial career, Mourinho has responded by ramp-
ing up his demands and he called the players in
for extra training on Sunday, a move said to have
been met with a far from enthusiastic response.

FINAL BLOW 
I t  would be the ultimate irony if the

Portuguese club where Mourinho made his
name by winning the 2004 Champions League
deliver the final blow that ends his second spell
with Chelsea.

And after so many unexpected setbacks this
season, Mourinho admits he can take nothing
for granted against Porto. “It’s a knockout game,”
Mourinho told Chelsea TV. “It’s a group phase
where normally you still play for points.

“But the reality is that it’s a knockout. Chelsea
or Porto, one will be out. For sure, a big game.”
Dynamo Kiev are two points behind Chelsea and
Porto and if the Ukrainian club fail to beat

Maccabi Tel Aviv, Mourinho’s men would qualify
even if they lose to Porto.

But Mourinho would rather not reach the last
16 through the backdoor. To convince
Abramovich he is worth persevering with, he
knows Chelsea need to recapture the swash-
buckling form that helped them open up such a
big lead in the Premier League last season.

And to do that, he somehow has to drag an
improvement from a group of forwards, most
notably Diego Costa and Oscar, playing as if they
had only just been introduced to each other. “We
didn’t score against Stoke, we didn’t against
Tottenham. We scored one goal to win the game
against Norwich. It’s difficult for us to score
goals,” Mourinho said.

“Scoring goals is a lot about individuals. The
creation is collective, but the finishing is some-
thing very individual and at this moment we’re
not having that.” Porto warmed up for their trip
with a 2-1 win over Pacos Ferreira on Saturday
that extended their unbeaten run in the
Portuguese league to 12 matches.

Mourinho, perhaps already fearing the fates
are aligning against him, had a downbeat take
on that result as well. “The percentage of victo-
ries (for big clubs in Portugal) is so high that you
can think about other competitions,” he said. “In
England our situation is so bad we have just to
focus on the Premier League.” —AFP

Chelsea’s Euro fate 
hangs in balance

BELGRADE:  Manchester United manag-
er Louis Van Gaal needs to be given more
time so that the club can reap the
rewards of allowing him to develop his
own ideas, former United goalkeeper
Peter Schmeichel said yesterday.

Speaking at a news conference in
Belgrade, Schmeichel defended Van
Gaal’s style, which has been criticised by
many fans and pundits as boring.

“When we picked someone like Louis
Van Gaal, who has a very big ego and
personality, we also picked his way of
playing football,” said the popular Dane,
who won five Premier League titles, three
FA Cups and the 1999 Champions
League with United.

“It is clear that for a certain period of
time, while he is rebuilding the team, we
have to accept playing in a certain way
which perhaps isn’t the Manchester
United way. “The objective of Van Gaal’s
first season in charge was to get back
into the Champions League and he
achieved that. This season, the goal was
to do better and the team are doing bet-
ter.

“Although the fans keep asking the
team to attack, attack, attack, they
understand that they need to give Van
Gaal time.” Schmeichel was speaking at
an event to mark the second anniversary
of United’s partnership with Eurobank
Serbia ahead of United’s crunch
Champions League game against
German side VfL Wolfsburg yesterday.

“Not being in the Champions League
last season was very hurtful, as it’s a mas-
sive incentive for this club to always be
among the best in the world,” he said.

United, who are fourth in the Premier
League, three points behind surprise
leaders Leicester City, missed out on
Europe’s premier club competition last

term after finishing seventh in 2014
under David Moyes.

Still cutting the imposing figure that
bossed the penalty area during his 1991-
1999 spell at United, the 52-year old
pointed to United’s dramatic 2-1 win
over Bayern Munich in the 1999
Champions League final as an example
of their character.

ASTONISHING TWIST
United were 1-0 down heading into

stoppage time and scored two goals in
90 seconds, producing arguably the
most astonishing ever twist to a
European final.

“We knew we had three minutes to
change the game, we threw caution to
the wind and that was the way we
played football with our backs against
the wall,” Schmeichel said.

“We got results in many of those
games and after beating Bayern, it took
us a week to realise the magnitude of our
achievement.”

Schmeichel emphasised the enormity
of the task United faced when Alex
Ferguson, who steered the club to 13
league titles, five FA Cups and two
Champions League trophies, retired in
2013 after 27 years as manager.

“Ferguson’s interaction with individu-
als was his priority.  He made it his mis-
sion to understand each and every per-
son he worked with, whether they were
players or staff,” he said.

“He always knew what buttons to
push to get the maximum out of every
individual. “Also, he always understood
the big picture.  “During his 27 years in
charge, the world kept changing and
while he was part of the reason world
football had changed, he had the unique
ability to adapt to all changes.” — Reuters

Utd’s Van Gaal needs time to 
prove his worth: Schmeichel

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s French midfielder Franck Ribery (L) and his teammate
Bayern Munich’s Spanish midfielder Thiago Alcantara (R) joke during a training ses-
sion on the eve of the UEFA Champions League Group F football match between
Bayern Munich and Dinamo Zagreb in Munich, southern Germany, yesterday. — AFP 

MILAN:  Embattled Roma’s “desire and determi-
nation” will be key when they host BATE Borisov
in a Champions League clash today in a tight
Group E, according Radja Nainggolan.  Roma
host the Belarusian champions looking to book
their ticket for the knockout phase for the first
time since being outclassed 6-2 on aggregate by
Shakhtar Donetsk in 2011.

Yet, a fortnight after a 6-1 drubbing by cham-
pions Barcelona left them second in Group E on
the same number of points as third-placed Bayer
Leverkusen, with BATE only a point further
behind, Roma remain stuck in crisis mode.

Roma’s Nou Camp calamity was followed by a
2-0 home defeat to Atalanta and Rudi Garcia’s
men dropped more points in a 1-1 draw away to
Torino on Saturday.  Although still in title con-
tention at five points behind Inter Milan, the
pressure is building on Roma’s French coach
Garcia to come good having seen his side slip
several times in this group campaign.

But Belgian international Nainggolan, one of
Roma’s key midfield components, has given
Garcia his backing. “We have plenty of belief,
we’re a strong group and we’re just waiting to
get back to winning ways,” Nainggolan said after

Saturday’s draw in Turin.  “(On Saturday) we
showed lots of desire and that’s the first thing
you need to get results. Good football comes
after that.

“We have a Champions League match to pre-
pare for on Wednesday, which will be tough, just
as today’s game was.  “We have to approach it
with the same desire and determination. We
know we have to win to go through, so we’ll
knuckle down and try to secure the points
against BATE.”

A win would be the first of any kind for Roma
since they beat Lazio 2-0 in the city derby at the
beginning of last month, but the fact Group E is
wide open won’t make the task any easier-all
three clubs sitting behind Barcelona can still
snatch the second remaining spot.

KNOCKOUT STAGE
While Roma would also qualify if they draw

and Leverkusen fail  to beat Barcelona, a
Leverkusen win coupled with a Roma draw or
defeat would see the Bundesliga side advance. If
BATE beat Roma for the second time in this cam-
paign and Leverkusen do not win in Germany,
the Belarusians will advance to the knockout

stage for the first time. Having shipped 18 goals
in 15 league games and a table-topping 16 in
Group E, Roma’s chances would perk up with an
overall improvement in their defensive game.

But in the high-octane atmosphere of a
Champions League decider, who scores first
could be key. The spotlight is firmly on Roma
striker Edin Dzeko, although the Bosnian is likely
to be without at least one of his two wingmen.
Ivory Coast winger Gervinho returned from a
thigh muscle problem on Saturday only to limp
off 26 minutes into the game and, having
trained apart from the squad on Monday, looks
to be unavailable.  In the absence of Gervinho
and Mohamed Salah, Roma remain winless but
hopes are growing the Egyptian could yet win
his a late fitness battle.  Salah on Monday com-
pleted his first training session since suffering
ligament damage in the 2-0 derby win over
Lazio but at this stage the pacy winger remains
doubtful.

Roma’s failure to reach the last 16 for the sec-
ond consecutive year would cost them millions,
a threat the club’s American president James
Pallotta seemed to underline with a curt
response on Saturday: “I’m not satisfied.” —AFP

Double ‘D’ will be key for Roma


