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Kuwaiti citizens or expats. The judge decided to delay
the hearing until today to allow defense lawyers to make
their final arguments.

The 26 men face charges of collaborating with Iran
and Hezbollah to carry out attacks against Kuwait. On
Aug 13, the Interior Ministry uncovered a huge arms
cache at farmhouses in Abdaly near the border with Iraq.
The cache included 19,000 kg of ammunition, 144 kg of
explosives, 68 weapons, and 204 grenades were seized
from three properties near the Iraqi border, the interior
ministry said. Dozens of arrests were made and houses
were searched in Adan and other areas.

The trial of the suspected terror cell started Sept 15.
The controversial case saw several lawmakers call for a

downgrading of diplomatic ties with Iran and the label-
ing of the Lebanese militia Hezbollah as a terrorist
organization in response to the discovery of the arms. 

The Iranian embassy in Kuwait broke protocol and
issued a statement to the press openly criticizing the
Kuwaiti government for its handling of information sur-
rounding the case and expressing dissatisfaction with
what it described as “pushing Iran into a Kuwaiti domes-
tic concern”. The embassy also accused local media of
dealing with the issue without notifying official Iranian
bodies through proper diplomatic channels. In response,
the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry said that the Iranian action
violated diplomatic norms. “A country’s wish to officially
access information concerning certain issues should be
done through proper channels,” it had noted in reference
to the Iranian embassy’s statement.

Sheikh Athbi denies knowing ‘Abdaly’ suspect

In war-torn Gaza, a tiny hi-tech sector...
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For now, they are working to clear bombs planted by IS - a
favored tactic of the jihadists that means they can kill security
personnel and civilians long after they have withdrawn from
an area. “The process of removing bombs from the houses
and roads has begun,” Irzayij said. Rasool said large amounts
of weapons and supplies had been found, as well as explo-
sives-rigged vehicles. IS overran large parts of Iraq in June
2014, including major territory in Anbar, which stretches from
the borders with Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia to the west-
ern approach to Baghdad. Shifting parts of Ramadi, located
100 km from Baghdad, had been held by anti-government
fighters since the beginning of 2014, but IS did not succeeded
in completely overrunning it until May of this year.

On Monday, coalition aircraft targeted IS units, fighting
positions, vehicles and supplies, as well as machineguns and
a mortar system used by the jihadists, according to a state-

ment on the strikes. International support in the form of
strikes, training and arms plays an important role in Iraq’s
battle against IS, but Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi is
walking a fine line between receiving that assistance and
projecting sovereignty.

Iraq is in a row with Turkey over the deployment of up to
300 soldiers and 20 tanks to a base in the country’s north
where Ankara’s forces have trained Sunnis who have volun-
teered to fight IS. Baghdad on Monday gave Ankara 48
hours to remove the newly deployed forces, but said the
ultimatum did not apply to Turkish advisers in the country.
Abadi also made a series of increasingly strident statements
about foreign forces in the country last week after remarks
by US officials about sending additional troops to Iraq
sparked a major political backlash. He said the deployment
of foreign combat ground forces to Iraq was a “hostile act,”
but was also careful to make clear that Baghdad still wel-
comes other forms of assistance. — AFP 

Iraq forces retake large part of Ramadi...
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In all, there are now four business incubators and accelera-
tors in Gaza, offering advice and financial assistance to aspir-
ing high-tech entrepreneurs. One is run by the US charity
Mercy Corps. “We can say it’s a trend,” said Yousef Elhallaq of
Mobaderoon. “It has been an actual phenomenon in Gaza and
the interest in it, in part, is driven by unemployment.” Haweya
is one of dozens of startups that have survived despite the
conflicts, the blockade and Gaza’s run-down infrastructure. At
best, they get eight hours of electricity on any given day. The
Israeli-Egyptian blockade restricts the movement of people in
and out of Gaza, and the territory is still recovering from the
damage of last year’s war.

The closure has been a driving force for the entrepreneurs,
who are forced to innovate in order to confront the unique
challenges they face. Gaza startups are currently developing
cheaper, local alternatives to expensive products like 3-D print-
ers and stabilizers for video cameras. In May, the World Bank
put the unemployment rate in Gaza at 43 percent and warned
the economy is on the “verge of collapse” due to the war,
blockade and poor governance.

Hamas has ruled Gaza since driving out forces loyal to the
Western-backed Palestinian Authority in 2007. Repeated
attempts at reconciliation have failed, and Gaza now hosts two
bloated and cash-strapped bureaucracies loyal to rival fac-
tions. The internationally shunned Hamas has struggled to pay
its staff, and has not hired anyone in the public sector in the
past two years. The Mobaderoon program has created about
100 jobs so far, a small number in a territory of 1.8 million peo-
ple. Still, it is a notable achievement, especially in light of the
public sector turmoil. In November, young entrepreneurs

gathered at a hall co-managed by the Islamic University’s
Business and Technology Incubator, auditioning to be among
20 startups accepted into the third round of the Mobaderoon
program. Each successful startup is entitled to about $10,000
in cash, machines, consultation and support, according to
Elhallaq, their supervisor.

In one of the few projects that don’t employ information
technology and communication, Dalia Abu Tahoun and her
colleagues offered visitors white cheese cubes on toothpicks.
Their idea was to naturally fortify soft cheese with calcium and
phytoestrogens to make the nutrients cheaply and easily avail-
able for women and children suffering from fragile bones.

On another desk, Ahmed Al-Shuraffa, 22, showed off a proj-
ect that allows smartphone users to take a 3-D tour of
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. The mosque, Islam’s
third holiest site, is a key Palestinian religious and national
symbol. Shuraffa, like most Gazans his age, has never been to
Jerusalem and he counts this as one of the main difficulties for
his project. He relies on images and data provided by friends.
“Working in an environment and trying to recall it virtually in a
place you have never visited, or which is difficult to imagine, is
a big problem,” he said. Haweya offers event management as
well as web, architecture and interior designs to local and
international clients, many of them in the Arab Gulf. They
remotely designed the logo and stage setup for the third
International Forum for Humanitarian Action, which was held
in Qatar in May. The closure prevents them from signing more
deals, and Qudih prays for the opening of the crossings to
boost business. However, he is satisfied with what he has done
so far. “It’s a beautiful feeling to reach a result, where the idea
has become a reality and the dream has come true in Gaza’s
difficult circumstances,” he said. — AP 
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Americans is not only counter to our values - it plays right
into the hands of terrorists.” And Rick Kriseman, the
Democratic mayor of Saint Petersburg, Florida, tweeted: “I
am hereby barring Donald Trump from entering St
Petersburg until we fully understand the dangerous threat
posed by all Trumps.”

Muslim leaders in the United States also hit out at Trump.
Sohaib Sultan, Muslim Life Coordinator and Chaplain at
Princeton University, was scathing, drawing parallels between
Trump and the radical ideology of the Islamic State group.
“ISIS is to Islam what Donald Trump is to American values: a
complete distortion of everything that we as a country and a
society stand for.” He added: “I think he’s clearly disqualified
himself from being the president of the United States.” But
Sultan also lambasted other Republicans. “I know a lot of
Republican candidates are jumping on Trump about his latest
comments, but a lot of Republican candidates have really
been using similar type of rhetoric throughout the election
cycle as well,” he told CNN.

Nihad Awad, executive director of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, added: “Donald Trump sounds
more like a leader of a lynch mob than a great nation like
ours.”  But Trump was characteristically unrepentant yester-
day, comparing the proposed ban to “presidential proclama-
tions” made by Franklin D Roosevelt during World War II.
Asked in an interview on MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” program if
his proposal went against treasured American values, he
responded: “No, because FDR did it!”

But that failed to quell the firestorm, with Jeff Bezos, the
Amazon founder who also set up the space company Blue
Origin, tweeting: “Will still reserve him a seat on the Blue
Origin rocket. #sendDonaldtospace.” The British government
also weighed in. Prime Minister David Cameron “completely
disagrees” with the remarks, which are “divisive, unhelpful and
quite simply wrong,” a spokeswoman for the Conservative
leader said. In Geneva, the United Nations refugee agency -

though not directly responding to Trump’s remarks - warned
that rhetoric in the US presidential campaign was threatening
a key refugee resettlement program in the United States. 

Trump campaign manager Corey Lewandowski, asked in
an email if the shutdown would apply specifically to immigra-
tion or more broadly to student visas, tourists and other trav-
elers to the United States, replied: “Everyone.” In Mount
Pleasant, South Carolina, Trump dismissed his critics. He told a
rally that mosques in the United States should also be scruti-
nized. “We have to see what’s happening,” he said.

Keywords trending on social media after Trump’s state-
ment included Hitler, shutdown and immigration. But con-
servative pundit Ann Coulter wrote “GO TRUMP, GO!” on the
social media site. A spokesman for Republican presidential
candidate Ben Carson, Doug Watts, said Carson did not
believe that religion should be a litmus test for entry to the
country but said everyone visiting the United States should
be monitored during their stay, saying that is the case in
many countries. 

White House spokesman Josh Earnest told MSNBC that
Trump is “seeking to tap into a darker side, a darker element,
and try to play on people’s fears in order to build support for
his campaign”. Whether Trump will pay a price for the move is
unclear. He has shown a proclivity toward insulting people
with no penalty, from saying a storied Vietnam veteran,
Senator John McCain, is not a hero to blasting Fox News
anchor Megyn Kelly.

Trump said in an interview on Fox News that his proposal
would not prevent Muslims who are serving overseas in the
US military from returning and would not apply to people
already living in the country, “except that we have to be vigi-
lant”, he said. To support his proposal, Trump pointed to data
from the conservative think-tank Center for Security Policy
indicating that a quarter of Muslims in a poll thought violence
against Americans was justified. The center’s president, Frank
Gaffney Jr, has been critical of Muslims in America, and the
Southern Poverty Law Center, a civil rights group, calls him
“one of America’s most notorious Islamaphobes”. — Agencies 
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Gulf countries have been studying various reforms to
help boost revenue and cut spending, including changes
to their generous welfare states, aimed at closing fiscal
shortfalls created by lower oil prices. Kuwait’s budget
deficit for the 2015-16 financial year is projected to be KD
8.18 billion ($26.94 billion). At present, most Kuwaiti com-
panies do not pay taxes on income, although some firms
must pay an employment tax and make mandatory contri-
butions for zakat, or Islamic alms, and for a scientific
research foundation. Foreign firms pay a levy on commer-
cial activities in the country at a flat rate of 15 percent,
already slashed from an earlier maximum rate of 55 per-

cent in reforms introduced in 2008. Kuwaiti ministers have
said previously they were studying proposals to harmonize
tax rates for local and foreign firms, but have not previous-
ly provided figures or a timeline for implementation. There
are currently no plans under consideration to introduce an
income tax for individuals, Ali said. 

Ali also said a rationing system would be introduced to
cut down on subsidies provided for energy consumption,
following an Oct 27 call by HH the Amir to cut state spend-
ing in response to slumping oil prices. “Support for citizens
continues, but this support will be rationalized,” he said.
“For example, there will be cuts in the support for energy
consumption, and if people exceed their rations then the
price will change.” — Reuters 

Plans to raise corporate tax, cut subsidies 
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But he had also made another appeal, this one to Muslim
communities. “Terrorist organizations overseas have targeted
your communities. They seek to pull your youth into the pit of
violent extremism. Help us to help you stop this,” he said. Since
the deadly Nov 13 attacks by Islamic State followers in Paris and
last week’s California shootings, there has been a clear call from
American officials for Muslims to help police themselves. 

Three days after the Paris attacks, Obama urged Muslims
around the world to ask “very serious questions” about how
extremist ideologies take root and protect children from the
idea that killing can be justified by religion. “To some degree,
that is something that has to come from within the Muslim
community itself,” Obama said at a news conference in
Antalya, Turkey, after the G20 summit. “I think there have
been times where there has not been enough pushback
against extremism.”

The president made a similar plea in Sunday’s Oval Office
address on counterterrorism efforts. On Monday, White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said Muslims will have to speak out
against radicalizing forces in their own community. “We would
like to see leaders in the Muslim community stand up and speak
out more forcefully in terms of condemning these hateful, radi-
calizing messages that we see from extremist organizations,”
Earnest said at a news briefing. 

Leaders of the Islamic center where Johnson spoke, All
Dulles Area Muslim Society, who said they have been doing all
they can since the Sept 11, 2001, Al-Qaeda attacks on New York
and Washington. “There’s more denunciations coming from the
Muslim community - not just now but for 14 years. Mosques are
speaking out left and right,” said Rizwan Jaka, a trustee of the
Virginia center. The center has been working with local and fed-
eral law enforcement and created think tanks and nonprofit
organizations dedicated to counter-radicalization, he said. But
people who get radicalized tend not to go to mosques or be
involved in their communities, which makes them harder to
spot, he said.

The center’s imam, Mohamed Magid, said his center will try to
do more to help parents keep children from being influenced by
extremist ideology online. Magid said attacks in Paris and
California have taken a toll on his community in Sterling, Virginia.
Even the center’s private security company said it could no longer
protect the mosque from an attack. “We are out there fighting this
war,” Magid said. “We are not scared of (Islamic State). I don’t care -
we are not going to hide.”

“He’s giving the right to people to hurt us,” said Ahmed
Shedeed, who moved to the United States from Egypt in 1980
with a degree in agricultural engineering and today runs a trav-
el agency. Also director of The Islamic Center of Jersey City, he
spoke to AFP at a mosque, accusing Trump of provoking hate
and violence. “I’m asking him, I’m begging him. It has to stop -
all these accusations. Look at the Muslim community as part of
the American mosaic and we are part of America. We are not

going anywhere.” Muslim Americans say they are afraid. They talk
about women wearing the hijab being spat on, a Muslim taxi
driver being shot in the back on Thanksgiving and a pig’s head
found outside a Philadelphia mosque. Just hours before the
Republican frontrunner’s call for an end to Muslim immigration,
community leaders from New Jersey met prosecutors asking
them to take seriously alleged hate crimes against Muslims. The
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the largest Muslim
civil liberties group in the country, says it has documented a
wave of abuse, vandalism and acts of discrimination in the last
month. “It is reckless and simply un-American. Donald Trump
sounds more like a leader of a lynch mob than a great nation like
ours,” CAIR executive director Nihad Awad told a news confer-
ence in Washington, DC.

Although data is hard to pin down, the Muslim American
community is drawn largely from immigrants, many of whom
have prospered since leaving Asia and the Middle East in search
of a better life. A survey by the Pew Research Center in 2011
estimated there were 2.75 million Muslims in the United States,
although members of the community put the number any-
where from six to 12 million. After the California killings, Obama
called on Americans not to discriminate against Muslims and
on the Muslim community to do more to “confront, without
excuse” extremist ideology. Shedeed said the speech made him
proud to be American after Trump insisted so bitterly, despite
overwhelming evidence to the contrary that Arab Americans in
Jersey City celebrated the 9/11 attacks. “We were in agony, we
were in fear. We were in tears,” he said. “We were scared of peo-
ple like him. If Mr Trump was active at 9/11 and he was doing
the same talk, I’m sure a lot of us would be hurt.”

Sarker Haque, the owner of a New York convenience store,
was battered in the head by a man whom he said threatened to
kill Muslims. He said the man came in at Saturday lunchtime
and glared intently at a stack of newspapers showing the face
of the female shooter in California before saying: ‘hey buddy
everything is free in this store?” After acting erratically, he said
the white male in his 50s punched him in the head, saying “I
want to kill Muslims.”

He beat him in the face and head, cut his lip, kicked him in
the ribs and dislocated his left hand, requiring hospital treat-
ment and leaving him in pain. A large bruise is still visible
under Haque’s eye. Haque says the attack has left him scared,
for the first time. “I never felt insecure,” he said. “Now I have to
look left and right.” Police say the suspect was arrested for
assault. Haque said he believed it was a hate crime. 

Just outside the New Jersey town of Hackensack, mother of
four Najiba Saleh says she also has lived in America for 30 years
and also for the first time worries about safety. “Now I have kids,
I do, I get afraid,” she told AFP. Four days a week, she says, her
children go to a friend’s house to study the Quran. “When they
leave the house they put the hijab on, you know they read the
Koran they have respect,” she said. “When they leave the house I
get afraid, I’m, like, what if someone is driving by and they see
them or they might target them?” — Agencies 

US leaders ask Muslim Americans... Trump blasted over call to ban Muslims...


