
L O C A L
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2015

Kuwait most attractive
work place for

GCC nationals: report
RIYADH: A recent Gulf economic report showed that the
State of Kuwait has been the most attractive country for GCC
nationals seeking employment. The report which was pre-
pared by the GCC’s General Secretariat said that Kuwait
ranked first in attracting nationals of other GCC Member
States to work in the government and private sectors in
2014. The report, which coincides with the 36th GCC summit
due in Riyadh today, added that the number of GCC citizens
working in the public sector of other Member States
amounted to 11,500 in 2014. It pointed out that the United
Arab Emirates ranked second with nine percent and attract-
ed more than 1,000 employees, while Qatar ranked third with
290 employees representing 2.5 percent, while the Kingdom
of Bahrain, Oman and Saudi Arabia came fourth, fifth and
sixth respectively.

The report noted the issuance by the Supreme Council in
its 21st round in Manama in 2000 of a decision approving the
treatment of GCC citizens working in the civil service in any
Member State the same treatment of citizens of the state
they are working in. The Supreme Council also issued a deci-
sion at its 23rd round in Doha in December 2002 on the
application of full equality in treatment between citizens of
the GCC countries in the government labor field, social secu-
rity, retirement and the removal of restrictions facing
them.(end)

GCC citizens
Meanwhile, a recent report showed that Kuwait is ranked

first among the Gulf states in the number of GCC citizens
studying in its government schools amounting to 15,224 stu-
dents including 7,002 males and 8,222 females. According to
a statistical report by the information sector in the General
Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council, the number of
GCC citizens registered in the public schools in the GCC
states amounted to 42,581 of whom 21,797 were males and
20,784 were female students in all stages of public education
in 2014. It said that the GCC Supreme Council agreed in
November 1985 on the treatment of students in general edu-
cation the same as those of the GCC state they are studying
in. This decision, which flows into the policies and support of
the efforts of Gulf citizenship, is one of the important steps
taken by the Gulf Cooperation Council in the early years to
facilitate movement of citizens among member states and to
provide them with decent accommodation. 

Property owners
In other statistics, Kuwaitis have ranked in second place

for ownership of real estates in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states in 2015 with 8, 535 owners. According to a
report prepared by the information sector in the GCC
Secretariat, some 8,981 Saudis have owned properties in oth-
er GCC states in 2014 followed by the citizens of the State of
Kuwait with 8,535, then Qatar with 1,885, Bahrain, Oman and
the UAE with 1,708, 1,369 and 1,031 respectively.

The report said that allowing the GCC citizens to own
properties in other member states constitutes one of the ten
principles of the Gulf Common Market defined by the
Economic Agreement of 2001 where ordinary GCC nationals
in any GCC state are treated the same with its citizens with-
out discrimination.

The report shows that the United Arab Emirates ranked
first in attracting GCC citizens to own properties in 2014 with
17,641 or by 75 percent, whereas the Sultanate of Oman
came second, followed by the Kingdom of Bahrain in third
place with 2,154 while Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait ranked
fourth, fifth and sixth respectively. — KUNA

KUWAIT/RIYADH: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the accompanying official delegation
head today for Riyadh, the capital of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where His Highness
will chair Kuwait’s delegation to the 36th ses-
sion of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
Supreme Council meetings. 

The General Secretariat of the GCC has
asserted keenness of the member states to
boost the principle of joint action, support
this worthy process of the Council and devel-
op the capabilities to achieve more accom-
plishments to meet the aspirations of the
GCC citizens.

The Secretariat said in a report released on
Tuesday on the occasion of the 36th GCC
summit due here on Wednesday and
Thursday that the foundations of the march
of development were initiated by the GCC
leaders since the first summit in Abu Dhabi in
May 25, 1981 and would continue. It added
that the GCC leaders through their constant
meetings and their wise leadership have set
the axioms of the council and strengthened
its pillars to meet the aspirations of the GCC
citizens. It said that the GCC leaders have also
consolidated the march of the council and
instilled the concept of GCC citizenship and
coordinated in all political, economic, military,
security and health fields as well as in the
areas of education, science, youth and sports,
social services and research.

Issues of concern
The report said that the political affairs

sector in the Secretariat is keen on following
up and implementation of the political direc-
tives issued by the supreme council, ministe-
rial council and the joint meetings with other
international entities over issues of concern
to the GCC states.

Such issues are pertinent to Iran’s occupa-
tion of the three islands of the United Arab
Emirates, Iranian nuclear program, the situa-
tion in the Palestinian territories, develop-
ments of the Arab-Israeli conflict, Syria,
Yemen, Iraq, Libya and others.

In the economic sphere, the report point-
ed to the achievement of coordination, inte-
gration and interdependence among the GCC
countries in all fields, including trade policies
and the coordination with other international
blocs.

The report noted the adoption of the
Supreme Council of the principle of entering
into direct negotiations between the GCC
countries as a group and the international

economic groups. They also decided to form
a team of experts (negotiating team) in order
to assist the Secretariat in its contacts with
countries and economic groups on behalf of
the GCC countries as the Ministerial Council
authorized the adoption of cooperation goals
and policies with international economic
groups and states.

The report said that the GCC countries
have adopted a unified Gulf strategy for rela-
tions with states, regional groups and inter-
national economic organizations to deal with
these developments and keep pace with the
global trend towards the establishment of
economic blocs and the growing forces of
globalization and component liberalization of
trade and investment.

It added that the Supreme Council
approved a long-term strategy for the GCC
states’ relations and negotiations with region-
al blocs and international organizations that
should be pursued by the GCC countries in
their negotiations and relations with other
countries and economic blocs so as to reach
the unified Gulf voice.

It added that the Gulf states sought to
support collective action and informed the
international economic groups that the GCC
countries are working as one group in order

to create a collective bargaining power to
support the Council’s negotiating center with
international economic groups in various
economic fields. The report indicated that the
GCC states sought to achieve coordination,
integration and interdependence between
them in all economic fields.

Full integration
It noted that the GCC states have sought

to achieve full integration and coordination in
all spheres through, thus, the Committee on
Financial and Economic Cooperation believed
it was significant to come up with a study to
deepen economic integration among the
GCC countries work on  a draft general frame-
work of the study (economic integration) has
been completed where the experienced bod-
ies would be called to carry out the study in
accordance with the agreed reference frame-
work.

In the framework of the efforts of the GCC
countries to combat money laundering, the
General Secretariat has been assigned to con-
tract with relevant experts to hold regular
training programs at the level of the GCC
countries in the field of risk assessment at the
national level to help the GCC countries to
shape their strategies in this area.

In terms of military cooperation, the
report said that the march of joint defense
work has seen many achievements during
2015, including the completion of unified mil-
itary leadership studies in the GCC countries
and related needs of human resources, opera-
tional budget and follow-up  completion of
the needs and requirements of the common
military headquarters in Riyadh and the com-
pletion of the establishment of the
Consolidated maritime operations center.

It noted that work is underway for the offi-
cial opening of the center. It pointed out that
the Council was currently working on the
preparation of a unified strategy to protect
against electronic warfare, wars of the virtual
space, compatibility and integration of com-
mand, control and communications systems
of the GCC armed forces. The GCC also sought
to unify the combat doctrine and concepts,
joint training and determine the capacity and
capabilities of current and available resources
in the GCC countries to serve the war effort
and defense integration.

Armed forces
The report also said the GCC states are

working to create a unified coordination
mechanism of the armed forces of the GCC
States to buy weapons and equipment, hard-
ware and kinds of ammunition, the selection
and the establishment of strategic storage
sites for weapons and equipment, devices
and ammunition among the GCC countries.

It pointed to the completion of the prepa-
ration of a document setting out the founda-
tions and controls of the media in the military
field for the GCC countries and the setup and
preparation for the implementation of the
joint military exercises.

The report said the GCC has also accom-
plished a number of matters pertinent to
countering extremism associated with terror-
ism in 2003 and the signing of the GCC states
of GCC agreement to combat terrorism in
2004. In the health sphere, the report said
that the GCC health ministers  have approved
the concept of equality of GCC nationals for
the same treatment in any GCC states.

In the sport and youth sphere, the report
pointed to the GCC states’ work on imple-
menting the joint work plan through holding
various training courses for sport officials and
training of leaders as well as setting up of
camps. In the education and scientific
research sector, the report said the GCC states
have sought to achieve equality in education
for all GCC states. —  KUNA

GCC states strive to continue
march of development: Report

Amir heads Kuwait’s delegation to GCC summit

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
yesterday the chief judge of the Constitutional Court, the acting chief judge of the
Supreme Judicial Council and the deputy chief judge of the Court of Cassation,
Yousef Jassem Al-Mutawaa. — Amiri Diwan photo


