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A snowboarder and skiers dressed as Santa bring the holiday spirit to the Sunday River ski resort, Sunday in Newry, Maine. — AP

Six years after selling off his art collection in a record-break-
ing “sale of the century”, the French businessman and phi-
lanthropist Pierre Berge is now putting his renowned

library under the hammer. The lover and business partner of the
late designer Yves Saint Laurent told AFP he is putting almost
his entire collection up for auction, one of the most priceless in
private hands.

The sale of the couple’s art collection netted 342 million
euros ($361 million) in 2009 a year after the designer’s death
from a brain tumour, then the highest figure ever for the sale of
a private collection.  In the first of six sales which could raise a
total of 40 million euros ($42 million) for the charitable founda-
tion he founded with Saint Laurent, 180 historic manuscripts
and rare first editions including Saint Augustine’s “Confessions”
printed in Strasbourg in 1470,  and the original 1580 edition of
the philosopher Montaigne’s “Essays” will be auctioned at
Sotheby’s in Paris on Friday.

But the most valuable item in the first sale, the original man-
uscript of Andre Breton’s surrealist masterpiece “Nadja”-worth
an estimated 3.5 million euros-has already been snapped up by
France’s national library.  Berge said that when he bought the

book in London “I felt that I had got hold of a fragment of the
True Cross”. “But you have to know how to get rid of things,”
Berge, 85, told AFP in his library on Paris’ Left Bank, saying he
had been planning the clear-out for years and had even stipu-
lated it in his will.

Escaped the censor 
Among the other literary treasures in the first sale is a first

edition of Gustave Flaubert’s “Madame Bovary” dedicated to
“the master” Victor Hugo, one of William Burrough’s scrapbooks
and the only pages of a lost erotic work by the notorious
Marquis de Sade, “The Days of Florbelle”, to have escaped the
censor’s flames. The young Berge, who was born on the Ile
d’Oleron off western France, began collecting books at 18 after
arriving in Paris and getting a job in an antiquarian bookshop.

He later befriended members of the city’s literati, including
Breton and Jean Cocteau, one of whose books dedicated to him
he is holding back from sale.  Another by Jean Giono, who was
something of a father figure to him, and who is best known
outside France for the film of his novel “The Horsemen on the
Roof”, has also been withdrawn. Berge said that he intended to

“replace all the books in the library” with identical cheaper
copies. “A lot will probably be more fun to read in paperback.”  “I
came to love these books through reading, the collector part
only came later,” he said.

Asked if he was worried about fears of falling auction prices,
Berge said, “There is never a good time to sell. They said in 2009
(in the middle of the financial crisis) that it wasn’t a good time
to sell...” his art collection, but it broke records. Although known
as a formidable deal-maker, Berge has been a lifelong supporter
of left-wing causes and an advocate of gay rights.  He founded
the AIDS charity Sidaction and the French gay magazine Tetu,
with the vast proceeds of the sale of his and Saint Laurent’s art
collection going to AIDS and HIV research. He was close to for-
mer French president Francois Mitterrand and helped bankroll
the failed presidential bid by Segolene Royal, the former part-
ner of French President Francois Hollande, whose campaign for
the Elysee he also supported. — AFP

Fashion mogul Berge sells off library in sequel to art ‘sale of the century’

This file photo taken on February 11, 2015
shows French businessman Pierre Berge poses

on February 11, 2015 at his office in Paris. — AFP

Top Bhutanese
filmmaker Tshering

Wangyel dies

Leading Bhutanese director Tshering Wangyel, who
played a key role in developing the Himalayan kingdom’s
movie industry with films that blended Bollywood and

Buddhism, died in hospital yesterday aged 43. “Our prolific
filmmaker, Director Tshering Wangyel has passed away yester-
day morning in the hospital,” the Bhutan Film Association said
on its Facebook page. Wangyel was shooting his latest film
when he was taken to hospital in the capital Thimphu last
month with pneumonia, the association said.

“It’s a great shock and a huge loss to the film industry and
the nation,” said Yeshi Dorji, executive director of the associa-
tion. “Most of our popular actors and actresses got their break
because of him-every year he would make at least a couple of
films, creating so many jobs in the process,” Dorji told AFP in
the Nepalese capital Kathmandu in a phone call from
Thimphu.

An avid Bollywood fan, Wangyel was working in the min-
istry of agriculture when he decided to take a shot at making
movies. “I was living this mundane nine to five life when I
decided to make my first film: a love triangle about two col-
lege kids falling for the same girl,” he told AFP in an interview
last year. The Dzongkha-language film starred three of
Wangyel’s friends who contributed $5,000 each towards the
shoestring budget. He wrote the screenplay and handled the
camera, sound and lighting.

Holly Woodlawn, the transgender actress made famous
by Andy Warhol and Paul Morrissey in their 1970s
films “ Trash” and “Women in Revolt,” has died.

Woodlawn died Sunday in Los Angeles after a battle with
cancer, said her former caretaker and friend Mariela Huerta.
She was 69. Born Harold Danhakl, she took on the name
Holly Woodlawn after running away from home at age 15
and hitchhiking to New York City, where she became one of
Warhol’s drag queen “superstars.” Her story was immortalized
in the first lines of the Lou Reed song “Walk on the Wild Side.”

It began: “Holly came from Miami, F.L.A. Hitchhiked her
way across the USA Plucked her eyebrows on the way.
Shaved her legs and then he was a she. She says, ‘Hey, babe,
take a walk on the wild side.’ “ Woodlawn explained in a 2007
interview with the British newspaper The Guardian that she

didn’t get to know Reed until after the song was released in
1972. Woodlawn received critical acclaim for her film roles,
but she couldn’t find mainstream success. Her cult status
helped her make a comeback in such 1990s independent
films as “Twin Falls Idaho” and “Billy’s Hollywood Screen Kiss.”
More recently, she appeared in the TV comedy “Transparent.”
Of her time as a Warhol superstar, she told the Guardian: “I
felt like Elizabeth Taylor! Little did I realize that not only
would there be no money, but that your star would flicker
for two seconds and that was it. But it was worth it, the
drugs, the parties, it was fabulous.”— AP

Transgender actress, Warhol muse
Holly Woodlawn dies at 69

In this 2012 photo provided by David Chick, actress
Holly Woodlawn sits on Fisherman’s Pier in Malibu,
Calif. — AP

A diver wearing a
Santa Claus outfit

feeds a ray inside a
tank at the Aquaria

KLCC in Kuala
Lumpur. The scuba-

diving Santa Claus
feeding fish is one

of the prime attrac-
tions in conjunction
with Christmas fes-
tivities at the KLCC

Aquarium.— AFP

In this photograph taken on October 24, 2014, Bhutanese
film director Tshering Wangyel gestures as he speaks during
an interview with AFP in Thimphu. — AFP


