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The high-octane “Mad Max: Fury Road” might have
driven off with the most awards on Sunday, but the
Los Angeles Film Critics Association had another in

mind for its top film of the year: “Spotlight,” the compara-
tively subdued drama about the Pulitzer Prize-winning
investigation into sex abuses in the Catholic Church. LAFCA
is one of the highest-profile regional critics groups, but
often strays from the mainstream in its annual awards
choices. Only once in the past 20 years has the LAFCA Best
Film winner gone on to win the Best Picture Oscar.

There was no clear favorite this year, and LAFCA hon-
ored a vast variety of some of the year’s best films further
reinforcing the narrative that the Oscar race is still fairly
undefined. “Mad Max: Fury Road,” picked up three honors -

the most for any film - including best director for George
Miller, best cinematography, and best production design.
But the dystopian rager, which the National Board of
Review chose as their best film earlier this week, got sec-
ond place to Tom McCarthy’s “Spotlight,” which also won
for its screenplay.

Charlie Kaufman and Duke Johnson’s dark animated
film “Anomalisa” also got multiple awards, including best
animated film and best music/score for composer Carter
Burwell, who was also recognized for “Carol.” Acting awards
were given similarly out of the box choices. Michael
Fassbender won best actor for portraying the tech titan in
“Steve Jobs,” while Charlotte Rampling picked up the
award for best actress for her role in the marital drama “45

Years.” Michael Shannon won best supporting actor for
playing the predatory real estate broker in the housing
bubble film “99 Homes,” and Alicia Vikander won best sup-
porting actress for her performance as the beguiling
Artificial Intelligence creation in “Ex Machina.”

“Amy,” about the life of late pop star Amy Winehouse,
won best documentary, and “Son of Saul” picked up best
foreign film. Director Ryan Coogler also won the LAFCA
new generation award for “Creed,” a continuation of the
Rocky Balboa saga. “Carol,” Todd Haynes’ 1950s-set
romance, which dominated the New York Film Critics Circle
Awards this past week was practically shut out, aside from
Burwell’s co-win for score and a host of runner-up awards,
including director and production design.

The awards-friendly “Joy,” “The Revenant,” “The Danish
Girl” and “Room” were nowhere to be found in LAFCA’s
choices. Quentin Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight” was recog-
nized only for Ennio Morricone’s score as the runner-up to
Burwell’s compositions. Ultimately, the awards race contin-
ues to be wide open in nearly every category. The competi-
tion will heat up this week though, when nominees are
announced for both the Screen Actors Guild Awards and
the Golden Globes. — AP

This Nov 30, 2015, file photo shows the cast of ‘Spotlight’, which was  named best feature, screenplay and acting ensemble, pose at the
2015 IFP Gotham Independent Film Awards at Cipriani Wall Street, in New York. 

This photo provided by Warner Bros Pictures shows Tom Hardy, as Max Rockatansky, in Warner Bros
Pictures’ and Village Roadshow Pictures’ action adventure film, ‘Mad Max:Fury Road.’—AP photos

LA Film Critics pick ‘Spotlight’ as best film

“Star Wars” creator George Lucas entered the pan-
theon of US cultural icons Sunday as he received a
prestigious Kennedy Center Lifetime Artistic

Achievement. The man behind the saga in a galaxy far, far
away received his prize at a gala event that also honored
actresses Rita Moreno and Cicely Tyson, 1970s pop singer-
songwriter Carole King and Boston Symphony Orchestra con-
ductor Seiji Ozawa.

“Star Wars” became one of the greatest successes in the
history of Hollywood, even though many people-including
Lucas himself-were convinced that the movie would flop.
Lucas, along with director Steven Spielberg, is also a co-cre-
ator of the “Indiana Jones” series of the adventure-seeking
archaeologist. Lucas’s films, especially the first “Star Wars”
movie that came out in 1977, “changed movies absolutely for
ever,” said Spielberg, who was at the event.

Movies by Lucas and Spielberg, who often worked togeth-
er, marked the birth of a new genre of popular science fiction
movies with high-tech special effects. Lucas receives the
award just ahead of the release in movie theaters of the latest
installment in the saga-”Star Wars: The Force Awakens.” The
film is the seventh episode in the series. “The fans are going to
love it,” Lucas said. “It’s very much the very kind of movie
they’ve been looking for.”

Lucas however sold his company, Lucasfilm, to Disney in
2012 for $4 billion and is no longer associated with the fran-
chise that he created. Lucas described it as a painful breakup.
Renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma, who performed on stage, said that
the Kennedy Awards “keeps away the darkness of fear, of ter-

ror, of hate, of violence.” King added: “We hope that we can, for
a moment, having people think about music, and arts, and
film, and dance.”  President Barack Obama attended the event
with his wife Michelle after delivering a rare primetime
address in the wake of a brutal mass shooting in California
that he described as an “act of terrorism.”

Obama earlier hosted the honorees at the White House,

and described them as artists “who helped tell the story of the
first American century through music, theater and film.” “Each
of these artists was born with something special to offer their
country and the world,” the president said. As for Lucas, he
said the filmmaker was “at the vanguard of the New
Hollywood, blending genres and combining timeless themes
with cutting-edge technology.” It’s “pretty remarkable that

nearly 40 years after the first star destroyer crawled across the
screen, we are still obsessed with George’s vision of a galaxy
far, far away,” Obama added. Missing from the event: rock
band The Eagles, best known for their 1976 hit album “Hotel
California.”  The group postponed their appearance for one
year due to unspecified health problems of Glenn Frey, a
member of the quartet. — AFP

‘Star Wars’ creator Lucas get major US arts award

Kennedy Center President Deborah Rutter, front row from left, poses for a photo with Teresa Heinz Kerry, 2015 Kennedy
Center Honorees Carole King, Cicely Tyson, Seiji Ozawa, and Producers Ricky Kirshner, back row from left, Glenn Weiss,
Secretary of State John Kerry, 2015 Kennedy Center Honorees Rita Moreno and George Lucas and David Rubenstein fol-
lowing the State Department Dinner for the Kennedy Center Honors in Washington. 

President Barack Obama, center, and first lady Michelle Obama arrive at the 2015 Kennedy Center Honors in
Washington, after the president made an address to the nation. — AP photos

Actress and Broadway star Cicely Tyson (left), Conductor Seiji Ozawa (second left),  actress and singer Rita Moreno
(center), filmmaker George Lucas (second right), and singer-songwriter Carole King (right) are introduced at a 2105
Kennedy Center Honors recipients during a reception at The White House in Washington DC.  — AP Photos

Film Directors Martin Scorsese (left) and Steven Spielberg (right) chat
upon arriving at The White House in Washington, DC.

Alex Garland’s “Ex Machina” won best film at the
British Independent Film Awards, and Garland took
the director prize for the film. The awards took

place at London’s Old Billingsgate Market.  Tom Hardy won
best actor for his dual role as Ronnie and Reggie Kray in
“Legend,” and Saoirse Ronan picked up the best actress
prize for “Brooklyn.” Ronan said: “I was very, very lucky. I
was given the opportunity to honor a journey and a story
that is very close to my heart.”  Brendan Gleeson nabbed
the supporting actor award for “Suffragette,” while Olivia
Colman took the supporting actress prize for “The Lobster.” 

The Variety Award, which recognizes a director, actor,
writer or producer who has made a global impact and
helped to focus the international spotlight on the UK, was
presented to Kate Winslet. “I absolutely love acting. I love it
more and more,” Winslet said. “Independent film has been
my best friend for 23 years, and continues to enrich my life
beyond measure. Independent film is where I have
learned the most and laughed the most.”

The award for international independent film was tak-
en by “Room.” Jacob Tremblay, the young star of the film,
collected the award with the producers. The Raindance
Discovery Award went to “Orion: The Man Who Would Be
King.” The documentary honor went to “Dark Horse: The

Incredible True Story of Dream Alliance,” and Alex Garland
took the screenplay prize for “Ex Machina.” The producers
of the year were Paul Katis and Andrew De Lotbiniere for
“Kajaki: The True Story,” and Stephen Fingleton was named
best debut director for “The Survivalist.”

Abigail Hardingham was named Most Promising
Newcomer for her performance in “Nina Forever,” while
“Edmond” took the short film award. The achievement in
craft award was picked up by Andrew Whitehurst for the
visual effects on “Ex Machina.” Among those attending are
Winslet, Marion Cotillard, Alicia Vikander, Charlotte
Rampling, Agyness Deyn, Colin Farrell, Helena Bonham
Carter, Luke Evans, Julie Walters, Carey Mulligan and
Ronan.

Full list of winner and nominees below:
Best British Independent Film
“Ex Machina”
Best Director
Alex Garland, “Ex Machina”
Best Actor
Tom Hardy, “Legend”
Best Actress
Brendan Gleeson, “Suffragette”

Best Supporting Actress
Olivia Colman, “The Lobster”
Best Screenplay
Alex Garland, “Ex Machina”
Best Foreign Independent Film
“Room”
Best Debut Director (Douglas Hickox Award)
“The Survivalist” 
Best Achievement in Craft
Andrew Whitehurst (visual effects), “Ex Machina”
Best Documentary 
“Amy” “Dark Horse: The Incredible True Story of Dream
Alliance”
Most Promising Newcomer
Hardingham, “Nina Forever”
Producer of the Year
Paul Katis and Andrew De Lotbiniere, “Kajaki: The True
Story”
Raindance Discovery Award “Aaaaaaaah!”
“Orion: The Man Who Would Be King”
Best Short Film
“Edmond” — Reuters

Alex Garland’s ‘Ex Machina’ wins Best 

Film at British Independent Film Awards


