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CSA MINE: While world leaders try to
reach a deal to limit climate change, one
of the most polluting fossil fuels, brown
coal, is enjoying a revival in the Czech

Republic, where entire villages are threat-
ened by new plans for mining. The Czech
Republic is one of a group of countries
that is turning to coal, a cheap but dirty

energy source, as its economy slows.
Neighboring Poland, which has big
deposits, is doing so, as is China, the
world’s biggest energy consumer.

The Czech variety of the coal, called
brown coal or lignite, is a particularly bad
source of greenhouse gases and pollu-
tants. With support from the president,
labor unions and regional leaders and
against the protests of environmentalists
and local citizens, the Czech government
approved in October an increase to min-
ing limits of brown coal in the northwest
of the country. The government is eager to
access up to 120 million metric tons of
brown coal, which it says is needed to
secure the country’s energy supply. Last
year, the Czech Republic mined 38.8 mil-
lion metric tons, down 5.5 percent from
the previous year. “We will need this coal
for the heating industry, power plants and
households,” Prime Minister Bohuslav
Sobotka said.

It is the first time the country has eased
the limits on brown coal mining that it put
in place in 1991, two years after the col-
lapse of the communist regime, which
relied heavily on industry and mining. The

limits were meant to prevent environmen-
tal damage and protect local communities.
Under communism, dozens of towns and
villages had been eradicated to make space
for coal mining. Although the govern-
ment’s latest decision still prohibits mining
that might affect populated areas, it has the
option of lifting those limits, too. The gov-
ernment said it will reassess the country’s
need of brown coal every year until 2020.

Open-pit mining
The majority of the deposits, which

contain about 750 million metric tons
more coal than the mining limits allow to
be extracted, are located right under the
towns of Horni Jiretin and Cernice and go
as far as the city of Litvinov about 4 kilo-
meters away. A part of those deposits are
tapped by the open pit mine called CSA, a
giant hole in the ground just next to the
villages. “Open-pit mining is devastating. It
destroys everything,” said Vladimir Burt,
the mayor of Horni Jiretin, a 750-year old
town with more than 2,200 residents. He
noted that even if tapping the deposits
does not require the relocation of the vil-
lage, the mine’s proximity had “very nega-

tive health and psychological effects on
people.”

Because it is close to the villages, the
CSA mine is not allowed to increase pro-
duction. Some, however, say it is only a
matter of time. “It’s likely that we will face
further efforts (to expand mining). The
miners have a strong ally in the president,”
Burt said. President Milos Zeman said
through his spokesman that he believes
mining will increase at the CSA mine
“sooner or later.” Severni Energeticka, the
company that operates CSA, estimates
that without an increase in production,
the CSA mine will be phased out by 2022-
’25, said spokeswoman Gabriela Sarickova
Benesova. 

She notes the mining company is the
biggest taxpayer in a region that suffers
from higher than average unemployment,
provides 1,400 jobs and is ready to invest
$1.2 billion in the mine’s potential expan-
sion. Environmental activists say the eco-
logical damage would outweigh any eco-
nomic benefits. “To lift the limits makes no
sense,” said Jan Rovensky of Greenpeace.
“What is really at stake is the profit of min-
ing companies.” —AP

As world debates climate, Czechs embrace heavy pollutant

KUTUBDIA: Bangladeshi fishermen prepare their fishing nets on Kutubdia
Island some 330 kms from Dhaka. —AFP

PARIS: Warning that the “clock is tick-
ing toward climate catastrophe”, UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
urged governments yesterday to
agree a strong deal to limit global
warming and transform the econo-
my to greener energy. “Outside these
negotiating halls, there is a rising
global tide of support for a strong,
universal agreement,” Ban told envi-

ronment and foreign ministers at the
start of an intense home stretch of
the talks, due to end on Friday. 

He urged delegates from almost
200 nations not to duck the hard
choices they face as four years of
often glacial-paced negotiations
peak. The talks are aimed at produc-
ing the strongest agreement yet to

bind both rich and poor to curb
greenhouse gas emissions. “The
world is expecting more from you
than half-measures and incremental
approaches,” Ban told the negotia-
tors, calling for “a transformative
agreement.”

Ban said a final deal should
include a review of national pledges
at five year intervals starting before

2020. Some developing nations are
reluctant to commit to such an early
timetable. He also said the private
sector needed a clear signal that a
shift to low emissions was
“inevitable” and told rich nations to
lead in cutting emissions. Ban said
emerging nations also needed
access to $100 billion a year prom-

ised by 2020 to help them tackle cli-
mate change. US Secretary of State
John Kerry, dispatched to secure a
deal meant to cement President
Barack Obama’s legacy as a
guardian of the environment, will
work alongside ministers from
almost 200 nations this week to try
to secure a deal.

Negotiators approved a pared-

down draft text on Saturday, and
handed over the toughest ques-
tions to their bosses, who will spend
the week hammering out thorny
issues including a system for fund-
ing developing nations and the
mechanisms for monitoring nation-
al pledges to reduce emissions.

Almost every nation will make

brief speeches this week outlining
national policies and hopes. They
are due to reach a final accord on
Friday, but the talks are widely
expected to run into overtime, as
previous summits have.

Crossroads
While officials have been pleased

with progress halfway through the
two-week summit, Indian
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar cautioned that “sub-
stance-wise, we are not midway but
... at a crossroads”. He reiterated New
Delhi’s demand that richer nations
must shoulder the biggest curbs to
“pay back their debt for the overdraft
that they have drawn on the carbon
space”, highlighting one of the most
difficult obstacles to a deal. To speed
things along, the host, French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, has
formed working committees headed
by ministers to tackle the biggest
themes, which include “differentia-
tion” (the distinction between rich
and poor nations, critical for ques-
tions of financing) and “ambition”
(how to improve on national efforts
in future).

Some form of agreement seems
all but certain, with major powers
eager to avoid the failure of the last
summit in Copenhagen, six years
ago. Still, all sides say the deal will not
be enough to prevent global tem-
peratures rising past a dangerous
threshold of 2 degrees Celsius (3.6
Fahrenheit) over pre-industrial times.
Just how strong the accord will be
remains to be seen. Some nations
want a commitment to phase out
fossil fuels by the middle of the cen-
tury; others see that as unrealistic.
Some of the most vulnerable coun-
tries, such as low-lying islands, want
firm language on how rich nations
who have emitted the most will pay
for the future damage caused by ris-
ing seas. —Reuters

‘Clock ticking to catastrophe’, 
Ban urges strong climate deal
Biggest issues unresolved; a ‘week of compromise’ ahead

PARIS: UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon delivers a speech during the COP21 climate change
conference in Le Bourget, north of Paris yesterday. —AFP

KUTUBDIA: Hamida Begum has fled her
home on Bangladesh’s Kutubdia island
more times than she can remember
while her neighbours have already given
up the battle to prevent theirs being
swallowed by the sea. “I am scared our
house will be washed away as well some
day and during the monsoon season we
can’t live here at all,” says the mother-of-
four, standing outside the only one of a
row of mud-brick shacks still intact. “But
this is our land and besides, we don’t
have money to go elsewhere.”

Although around 100,000 people still
reside on Kutubdia, few have any illu-
sions they are living on borrowed time,
with Coast-a Bangladeshi NGO-warning
the whole island could disappear under-
water within 50 years. Tens of thousands
have already left for good, mainly head-
ing to the teeming capital Dhaka or a
slum area of Cox’s Bazaar, a resort town
some 80 kilometers (50 miles) away. In
the build-up to the climate conference
in Paris, there has been focus on low-
lying island nations such as the
Seychelles or those in the South Pacific
which face obliteration if sea levels con-
tinue rising at current rates.

But their populations are dwarfed by
the numbers living on the dozens of
Bangladeshi islands and vulnerable
coastal areas in what is one of the world’s
flattest-and poorest-nations. “We have a
long coastline, where about 39 million
people live,” Bangladesh’s environment
secretary Kamal Uddin Ahmed said. “If
we have to shift those people to other
areas it will be a big task for us because
ours is a very densely populated country
and we cannot really take all those peo-
ple to other areas.” Bangladesh, along
with the Philippines, Myanmar, and Haiti,
is among the 10 nations most affected by
the consequences of extreme weather
events, according to a new climate sur-
vey released by advocacy group
Germanwatch. 

Losing battle
In 2009 the government set up a cli-

mate change trust fund, earmarking
around six percent of the annual budget
on adaptation measures. On Kutubdia,
authorities have erected a network of
flood defences and stilted cyclone shel-
ters where residents retreat during mon-
soons which turn what is a slice of para-
dise in the Bay of Bengal into a near war-
zone. But they are fighting a losing bat-
tle, with Kutubdia’s surface area having
shrunk by around a quarter in the last
three decades.

Many of the concrete blocks erected
to stem the tide have collapsed or
become buried under sand as water laps
further inland. “We have to move each
time the waves come over and go and
stay with a landlord who we have to pay
rent to further inland. It’s very painful for

us,” said Begum. At least she still has a
home, unlike Lutfun Nahar who has
been living with her father since hers
disintegrated during a storm three
months ago. “We often have to take
shelter during the rainy season but this
time it completely washed away my
house,” said the 43-year-old as she
returned to view the remaining founda-
tions.

“If there was a proper sea wall then
perhaps I would rebuild but I am wor-
ried that if it happened again, I would
have wasted all my money. “I can’t stay
with my father forever as his home is not
big and I have five children. But I don’t
know where we can go.” Around 40,000
islanders have relocated to Cox’s Bazaar,
eking out a living in corrugated shacks
down rubbish-strewn alleyways. Many
still earn a living from fishing or boat-
building. Others work in a dry fish pro-
cessing centre where everything from
baby sharks to pomfrets are hung out in
their thousands. The stench is over-
whelming.

‘Nowhere to go’
Nur Hussain made the move in 2012

and runs a cafe where fellow former
islanders hang out. “People now go fish-
ing where my village used to be,” said
the 28-year-old. “ We used to have
mosques, schools, madrassas, markets,
many houses, - all of that has been com-
pletely submerged... It is very painful for
us.” Hussain shudders at the thought of
moving again to make way for develop-
ers building a bewildering number of
hotels serving one of the world’s longest
beaches. “We are people of the sea.
Everything we do is related to the sea...
We have nowhere else to go.” That sense
of dread at displacement is shared by
small island nations whose populations
may also have no option but to relocate.
Tuvalu Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga
told AFP on a recent visit to India that
his Pacific island nation might have to
buy land in Australia and New Zealand
to resettle its people.

Some of the atol nations have teamed
up with larger countries such as
Bangladesh most vulnerable to climate
change, forming a so-called V20 as a
counterpoint to the better known G20.
The last major climate summit in
Copenhagen in 2009 left a bitter taste
with the V20’s leaders after rich counter-
parts baulked at making radical commit-
ments to limit the rise in global tempera-
tures to two degrees. Moqbul Ahmed of
Coast, who works with locals impacted
by climate change, said Dhaka’s govern-
ment had a duty to look after those
forced to flee but added that wealthy
nations had a moral responsibility to
cushion the blow. “The richer countries
should come forward to help our climate
refugees,” he said. —AFP

Bangladesh’s island losing 
battle to stem climate tide

LE BOURGET: Diplomats crafting the blueprint
for a worldwide climate rescue deal have ten-
dered their 48-page offering at the half-way
point of UN talks, concluding a bitter four-year
haggle that seemed often to teeter on the
brink of collapse. While the Draft Paris
Agreement has been welcomed as a crucial
step in the right direction, it remains littered
with clashing proposals from countries at odds
on how to divvy up responsibility for curbing
Earth-warming greenhouse gases, and forking
out the cash. Environment ministers face a con-
siderable task when they gather to translate
the template into a 195-nation plan to preserve
our planet’s hospitable climate and the future
of humankind. These are the crunch issues:

Money, money, money
In 2009, rich countries pledged to mobilise

$100 billion (92 billion euros) a year in climate
finance for developing nations from 2020. The
money must ease the shift from cheap and
abundant coal to renewable energy sources
(“mitigation”, in climate jargon), and shore up
defences (“adaptation”) against climate
change impacts such as freak storms, drought
and sea-level rise. But does private money
count? And loans? What about money from
richer, fellow developing nations, multilateral
agencies and development aid? Who qualifies
for funding? How much of the money will go
to mitigation, and how much to adaptation?
These are the questions still dividing develop-

ing nations and rich ones, many of which resist
attempts to write any obligation or liability
into the text. More recently, the world’s poor-
est nations are demanding additional money
to cover climate change-induced losses.

Blame game
The talks are taking place under the auspices

of a 1992 climate treaty which enshrined the
principle of “common but differentiated respon-
sibilities and respective capabilities”. It assumed
that rich countries have polluted for longer, and
bear a bigger responsibility for addressing the
resulting problem-a distinction developing
nations wish to retain. They also demand some
leeway on coal use as millions of people rise out
of poverty. Wealthy countries argue much has
changed in 20 years, and nations once tagged
“developing” have become big polluters in their
own right. China is now the world’s number
one greenhouse gas emitter, and India is num-
ber four after the United States and European
Union.

How hot is too hot?
In 2010, UN countries adopted a goal of lim-

iting average global warming to two degrees
Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) over pre-
Industrial Revolution levels. But small island
states and many poor nations-which will be hit
first and hardest by the impact of climate
change-are pushing for a lower ceiling of 1.5 C.
The draft agreement lists both temperature tar-

gets as options under the caption “Purpose”. It
will now be up to ministers to take the political
decision which one they retain, or perhaps
both.

Slashing emissions
The agreement’s very “long-term goal” is still

in dispute.  Will it set a deadline for emissions to
peak and a rate for their decline thereafter? Will
it set a target date for reaching zero emissions?
Will it call for carbon to be removed in its entire-
ty from the energy economy? All the options
are still in there.

Ratcheting
A pillar of the Paris agreement is a list of vol-

untary national pledges for reducing emissions
from burning coal, oil and gas. But commit-
ments received so far, even if fully honoured,
place the world on course for warming far
beyond the targeted safe level, scientists say.
Many countries want a mechanism to periodi-
cally review, and ramp up, the pledges. But how
often will assessments take place? From when?
Will there be an obligation on nations to auto-
matically improve on their earlier pledges, and
how frequently? 

Legal questions
Falling under the UN climate forum, the

agreement will be considered “binding” under
international law-though there is no penalty for
non-compliance, merely a loss of face. —AFP 

Climate pact: Battle lines 
redrawn in the blueprint

CERNICE: In this picture taken near the village of Cernice, Czech
Republic, a giant open pit lignite CSA mine is seen behind the Jezeri
castle. —AP


