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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Toronto 12 9 .571 -       
Boston 11 9 .550 0.5   
NY Knicks 10 11 .476 2       
Brooklyn 5 15 .250 6.5   
Philadelphia 1 20 .048 11      

Central Division
Cleveland 13 7 .650 -       
Chicago 11 6 .647 0.5   
Indiana 12 7 .632 0.5   
Detroit 12 9 .571 1.5   
Milwaukee 8 13 .381 5.5   

Southeast Division
Miami 12 6  .667 -       
Atlanta 13 9 .591 1       
Charlotte 11 8 .579 1.5   
Orlando 11 9 .550 2       
Washington 8 10 .444 4       

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 12 8 .600 -       
Utah 9 9 .500 2       
Portland 9 12 .429 3.5   
Minnesota 8 11 .421 3.5   
Denver 8 13 .381 4.5   

Pacific Division
Golden State 22 0  1.000 -       
LA Clippers 11 9 .550 10      
Phoenix 8 13 .381 13.5  
Sacramento 7 15 .318 15      
LA Lakers 3 17 .150 18      

Southwest Division
San Antonio 17 4 .810 -       
Memphis 12 9 .571 5       
Dallas 12 9 .571 5       
Houston 10 11 .476 7       
New Orleans 5 15 .250 11.5  

NBA Results/Standings

Memphis 95, Phoenix 93; Golden State 114, Brooklyn 98; Detroit 111, LA Lakers 91; Dallas 116, Washington 104; Oklahoma City 98,
Sacramento 95.

NEW DELHI: Indian test cricket team members pose with the Freedom Trophy after India won their third Test match against South Africa on the fifth day of the fourth test match in New Delhi, India, yesterday. India won the Test series
3-0 after the second Test match was drawn. — AP

NEW DELHI: India overcame gritty resistance
from South Africa’s batsmen to win the fourth
and final Test by a massive 337 runs in New
Delhi yesterday and seal the series 3-0.

India had to work hard for victory after the
world number one side resorted to hours of

stubborn defensive batting, scoring at barely
a run an over, in the hope of salvaging a draw.

But their plans were dashed by the equally
determined Indian bowlers led by off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin, whose 5-61 in the sec-
ond innings saw him finish the series with a

total of 31 wickets. 
Paceman Umesh Yadav chipped in with

three wickets as South Africa were bowled out
for 143 soon after tea, after being set a mas-
sive target of 481.  “All wins are special but
this one more so because we had to work
harder for it,” said Indian captain Virat Kohli.
“The South African batsmen put their heads
down and were playing for a draw. 

“We were surprised with how they were
defending (but) our bowlers did not lose
patience. They can be really proud of their
effort today.” India went into the final Test
with a 2-0 lead, having already won the the
first and third matches. The rain-hit second
game ended in a draw.  India declared on 267-
5 after making 334 in their first outing, thanks
to man of the match Ajinkya Rahane who hit
centuries in each innings.  South Africa had
folded for 121 in their first knock.

The Proteas fought bravely in the first two
sessions Monday but their innings unravelled
soon after tea, as they lost their last five wick-
ets inside 5.1 overs. The win helped India
climb two places to second in the world Test
rankings.

ULTRA-DEFENSIVE BATTING 
AB de Villiers (43 off 297 balls) and skipper

Hashim Amla (25) stonewalled the attack dur-
ing their marathon innings but some of the
other batsmen caved in without making
much effort.

“You got to do what is best for the team,”
said Amla. “It is easy to go out there and get
some runs but we tried to take it as deep as
possible and get something out from this

game. “Unfortunately we were outplayed by
India throughout the whole series: they bat-
ted and bowled better than us.”

The series defeat was South Africa’s first in
nine years away from home.  De Villiers, who
holds the record for the fastest half-century
and century in one-day cricket, anchored one
end and showed remarkable resolve on a
slow track that offered occasional bounce.

The batsman appeared undeterred despite
taking three painful blows on his thumb
against Yadav. 

De Villiers was finally removed by Ashwin
who had him caught at leg slip.  Ravindra
Jadeja (2-26) trapped Faf du Plessis (10) leg
before wicket in the post-lunch session but
not before he had played out 97 balls.  Amla

and de Villiers had begun the day with the
same dogged resolution that they showed on
Sunday.  Their ultra-defensive batting clearly
frustrated Kohli, who even brought himself on
to bowl one over.

But it was Jadeja who gave his team the
key breakthrough with the new ball.  The left-
arm spinner made the ball drift into the right-
handed Amla. He tried to defend but the ball
sneaked past to hit the top of his off-stump.
Amla’s nearly five-hour stay at the wicket
yielded just 25 runs off 244 balls, the slowest
scoring rate in Tests by a batsman who has
played 200 balls or more. The 27-run stand
that Amla shared with de Villiers off 253 balls
was the lowest among all Test partnerships
involving 200 or more balls. —AFP

India overcome defiant S Africa for crushing win

India 1st Innings: 334 South Africa 1st Innings: 121
India 2nd Inning: 267-5 declared 
South Africa 2nd Innings (Overnight 72-2)
Dean Elgar c Rahane b Ashwin 4
Temba Bavuma b Ashwin 34
Hashim Amla b Jadeja 25
A.B. de Villiers c Jadeja b Ashwin 43
Faf du Plessis lbw b Jadeja 10
Jean-Paul Duminy lbw b Ashwin 0
Dane Vilas b Yadav 13
Kyle Abbott b Yadav 0
Dane Piedt c Saha b Yadav 1
Morne Morkel b Ashwin 2

Imran Tahir not out 0
Extras: (8b, 3lb) 11
TOTAL: (all out) 143
Overs: 143.1
Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-49, 3-76, 4-111, 5-112, 6-136, 7-
136, 8-140, 9-143, 10-143.
Bowling: Ishant Sharma 20-12-23-0, Ravichandran
Ashwin 49.1-26-61-5, Ravindra Jadeja 46-33-26-2,
Umesh Yadav 21-16-9-3, Shikhar Dhawan 3-1-9-0,
Murali Vijay 2-0-2-0, Virat Kohli 1-1-0-0, Cheteshwar
Pujara 1-0-2-0.
Result: India won by 337 runs.

SCOREBOARD 
NEW DELHI: Scoreboard yesterday at stumps on the fifth day of the fourth and final test between India and
South Africa:

NEW YORK: Stephen Curry scored 16
of his 28 points in the third quarter
and the Golden State Warriors ran
their NBA-record start to 22-0 by beat-
ing the Brooklyn Nets 114-98 on
Sunday night. Draymond Green added
22 points, nine rebounds and seven
assists. Klay Thompson scored 21 for
the Warriors, who won their 26th in a
row overall in the regular season, one
behind the 2012-13 Miami Heat for the
second-longest streak in NBA history.
Coming off consecutive 40-point
games, Curry was having a relatively
quiet and even puzzling night - he
missed his first three free throws -
before helping the Warriors regain
control against a team that nearly
beat them this season and looked
capable of finishing the job this time.

THUNDER 98, KINGS 95
Russell Westbrook had his third

triple-double of the season with 19
points, 10 assists and 11 rebounds
and Oklahoma City rallied late to beat
Sacramento. Kevin Durant committed
10 turnovers but hit the go-ahead
jumper with 23 seconds left and two
free throws with 4.4 seconds left to
cap a 20-point, nine-rebound outing
for Oklahoma City. The Thunder won
their fourth straight home game.
Since the franchise moved to
Oklahoma City,  it  is 14-0 against
Sacramento in Chesapeake Energy
Arena and 23-4 overall. NBA assists
leader Rajon Rondo had 10 to go with

seven points for the Kings. Rudy Gay
scored 20 points for Sacramento, and
the Kings missed a chance to force
overtime when Marco Belinelli air
balled on a 3-point attempt from the
corner in the final seconds.

GRIZZLIES 95, SUNS 93
Jeff Green’s dunk on an alley-oop

inbound pass from Courtney Lee with
0.5 seconds left gave Memphis a vic-
tory over Phoenix.  The Suns’ last
chance to tie the game came on Eric
Bledsoe’s shot from the right corner.
The two-point attempt was long,
sending Phoenix to its fourth straight
loss despite a late rally that pulled the
Suns even. Marc Gasol led Memphis
with 22 points. The inbound pass
from Lee capped a fourth quarter in
which he scored 13 of his 18 points.
Mike Conley had 12 points and Mario
Chalmers finished with 11.  Green and
Zach Randolph scored 10 points
apiece. Bledsoe led the Suns with 23
points and six assists and also had
seven rebounds. Brandon Knight
scored 17 points and Mirza Teletovic
had 14. Alex Len had 12, while Jon
Leuer finished with 10 points and 11
rebounds.

MAVERICKS 116, WIZARDS 104
Wesley Matthews scored 28 of his

season-high 36 points in the second
half and Dallas beat Washington. He
hit 10 3-pointers overall and eight in
the second half. The Mavericks took

the lead early in the third quarter and
pulled away in the fourth. John Wall
led Washington with 28 points but
injured his right leg colliding with
Dallas’ Jeremy Evans and was helped
off the court with 1:14 left.  Dirk
Nowitzki had 19 points and Raymond
Felton added 11 points and 10
rebounds. Deron Williams helped with
11 points, nine assists and seven
rebounds. The injury-plagued Wizards
dressed just 10 players for the third
time in eight days.

PISTONS 111, LAKERS 91
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored

22 points, Andre Drummond added
18 points and 15 rebounds and
Detroit beat Los Angeles in Kobe
Bryant’s last visit to Detroit. Reggie
Jackson added 20 points as the
Pistons won their fourth straight.Lou
Williams scored 21 points and Julius
Randle added 15 points and 11
rebounds as Los Angeles lost for the
ninth time in 10 games. Bryant
received a standing ovation before
the game, when the arena went dark
while Pistons public address announc-
er John Mason read off his long list of
achievements, graciously skipping the
loss to Detroit in the 2004
Finals.Bryant missed his first nine
shots, and when he finally made one -
a 3-pointer midway through the third
quarter - the fans gave him his second
ovation of the night and a brief “KO-
BE” chant broke out.— AP

NEW DELHI: South Africa’s AB de Villiers  (R) plays a shot as India’s wicketkeeper
Wriddhiman Saha (L) and India’s Murali Vijay (C) looks on during the fifth day of the fourth
Test cricket match between India and South Africa at the Feroz Shah Kotla stadium in New
Delhi yesterday. — AFP 

Warriors roll over 
Nets to reach 22-0

MELBOURNE:  Australia batsman David Warner has a score
to settle with the West Indies. The ultra-aggressive opener
has dominated every opposition he has faced since mak-
ing his test debut four years ago, with one exception, the
West Indies.

In five tests against the Caribbean side, Warner has
managed just 269 runs at an average of 26.90, almost half
his overall career average of 50.48. The 29-year-old now
wants to make amends and cash in when the first test
starts in Hobart on Thursday.  “We have to come out and
execute our skills as well as we can,” Warner told Sky Sports
when asked about his strategy.  “As a batting unit we know
they are going to come real hard in the first session.”

Warner has been in great form in recent weeks, smash-

ing 592 runs at 98.66 in the recent three-test series against
New Zealand, and Australia will go into the series as heavy
favourites. The West Indies were thrashed in their lone
warm-up match against a youthful and inexperienced
make-up side but Warner remains wary of their pace
bowlers. “We will have to be on top of our game,” he said.
“Don’t take that as gospel how they got beat comprehen-
sively because we know what they are like.” Paceman
Kemar Roach, who has long tormented Australian sides,
said the tourists were unfazed that many people were dis-
missing their chances of winning.

“I love being the underdogs,” Roach said.  “If we can
come out on top then it’s going to be a whole different sto-
ry-they will change their mouths.”   — Reuters

Warner wants to cash in
against out-of-form Windies 

NEW YORK: Andre Iguodala #9 of the Golden State Warriors is guarded by Bojan Bogdanovic #44 the Brooklyn
Nets during the fourth quarter in an NBA basketball game at the Barclays Center in the Brooklyn borough of New
York City. The Warriors defeated the Nets 114-98. — AP


