
PRETORIA:  Oscar Pistorius is set to appear in court today for a bail
hearing that could send him back to jail after he was convicted of mur-
der on appeal for shooting dead his girlfriend, South African officials
said. The Supreme Court of Appeal last week threw out his earlier con-
viction on the lesser charge of culpable homicide for killing Reeva
Steenkamp in the early hours of Valentine’s Day, 2013. Pistorius, 29, is
under house arrest in Pretoria after serving one year of his five-year
prison sentence for culpable homicide-the equivalent of manslaughter.
“It’s a bail application. His (earlier) conviction has been overturned, so
his sentence from before has been scrapped,”
Lusanda Ntuli, spokeswoman for the justice min-
istry, told AFP yesterday. “The defence and
prosecution will present their arguments.” The
double-amputee athlete known as the “Blade
Runner” now faces a minimum 15-year jail sen-
tence for murder, although the term could be short-
er if he is released on parole.  No date has yet been
announced for his sentencing. —AFP
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DUBAI: Nissan, Infiniti and the Red Bull Racing Formula One
team have reached mutual agreements to discontinue the
partnership between the two automotive brands and the
Formula One team at the end of December this year. In partic-
ular, the agreements entail the following two key components:
* Infiniti and Red Bull Racing will discontinue their commercial
partnership at the end of the 2015 season, one year earlier
than originally stipulated. * Nissan will not provide light com-
mercial vans to Red Bull Racing anymore The partnership
between Infiniti, Nissan and Red Bull Racing has been one of
the most successful ones in recent years. 

The team won four consecutive Formula One constructor
and driver world championship titles between 2010 and 2013.
Infiniti and Red Bull Racing started their commercial partner-
ship in 2011 before Infiniti became the title sponsor of the
team in 2013.

Nissan, Infiniti, Red Bull 

discontinue partnership
LONDON: England centre Manu Tuilagi has ended speculation about his future
by becoming the latest of their players to sign a new contract with Leicester,
the club said yesterday.  The 24-year-old could have become a free agent at the
end of this campaign, but after spending his whole career at the club said he
was “very happy” to remain at Welford Road, although details of the contract

have yet to be revealed. “The Tigers has been a big part of my life and
following my brothers into the team here was a very proud
moment for me,” Tuilagi told the Tigers website.  “It is a great club
and I’m very settled here. The club and the supporters have been
very good to me. “The way the team has been playing this season

is very exciting with Aaron Mauger as head coach and that is
another reason I’m looking forward to getting back out on
the pitch in Tigers colours.” Leicester’s director of rugby
Richard Cockerill was relieved his star player had resisted

chances to join rivals Wasps and Saracens.  “Manu is a
world-class talent and we are delighted that he sees
his future with us. We always wanted him to stay,”

Cockerill told the club website.  

Tuilagi extends 

Leicester contract

Pistorius back in 

court for hearing

KUWAIT: Kuwait Champions Challenge yester-
day announced Jamie Carragher, Andrea Pirlo
and Jens Lehmann as part of the Football
Champions Tour team to play against a Kuwaiti
all-star team on Friday, December 18 at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International Stadium in Kuwait.

Ronaldinho, Scholes, Pires, Puyol, Zambrotta,
Del Piero, Figo, Salgado, Shevchenko, Nesta
Deco, James, Gerrard and Aboutrika were
already announced as part of the Football
Champions Tour team.

The Football Champions Tour team will be
managed by Carlo Ancelotti, the only manager
to have won the UEFA Champions League three
times and reached four finals, regarded as one
the best most successful managers of all time. 

The Football Champions Tour team will play
against a team of Kuwaiti all-star players who
will be chosen by the people in Kuwait them-
selves.  Votes for players joining the Kuwaiti all-
star team opened on December 1, 2015 and will
continue until December 7. The Kuwaiti all-star
team will be announced today. The team will be
managed by renowned Kuwaiti coach,
Mohammed Ibrahim. 

The referee of the Kuwait Champions
Challenge will be Pierluigi Collina, the Italian
football referee widely considered the best refer-
ee of his generation, having been named FIFA’s
“Best Referee of the Year” six consecutive times. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Director General for
Sports Affairs at Public Sports Authority Dr
Humoud Fulaiteh said we are looking forward to
a distinguished celebration for Jaber Stadium,
that will attract the attention of the world
through the presence of elite group of world
stars in Kuwait the land of friendship and peace.

Dr Fulaiteh said 40 satellite channels will carry
this unique and historical event to be held at
Jaber Stadium. He said the stadium is now ready

to host the various soccer tournament be it con-
tinental, Arab, Gulf or local. He said the stadium
is approved by FIFA since 2010.

He said Kuwaiti fans have the right to be
proud of this sports monument which is consid-
ered a piece of art designed according to the
best world specifications. He added that the sta-
dium is considered a sports facility for the state,
as its maintenance and technical management is
that of the Sports Public Authority, and an annu-
al budget has been allocated for that purpose.

He said the stadium faced some obstacles in
past years, but those have been resolved com-

pletely, and thank all areas and government
institutions and companies that contributed in
supporting the situation and organization of the
celebration, including the Amiri Diwan, Council
of Ministers, Interior Ministry, National Guard,
Information, Health and Public Works in addition
to the media and local press.

The football challenge will be preceded by an
opening ceremony, including a concert bringing
Kuwaiti and Arab singers together to perform for
over 60 thousand spectators at the Jaber Al-
Ahmad International Stadium. The ceremony
will also include a fireworks show. 

Kuwait Champions Challenge 

Announces more soccer stars
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Dr Humoud Fulaiteh

SUKABUMI: Teams from Brazil (L), New Zealand (C front), the Czech Republic (R) and Argentina (back) compete during the men’s open World
Rafting Championship in the Citarik river in Sukabumi, western Java island yesterday. — AFP 

CBK sponsors Golf

tourney for second year

KUWAIT: Within its activities in commu-
nity service and those designed to boost
sports awareness amongst various com-
munal sects, The Commercial Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) recently sponsored the golf
championship organized by the Sahara
Resort and Courts. 

In this regard, CBK’s CEO, Elham Yusry
Mahfouz honored the winners distribut-
ing special awards presented by CBK.

She also pointed out that this champi-
onship was a substantial addition to
local golf competitions and that it would
help promote the game in Kuwait. On
her part, CBK’s assistant general manag-
er, for PR and media affairs, Amani Al-
Wer’ said that CBK was keen on sponsor-
ing the championship out of its keen-
ness on supporting various sports and
social activities. 

Renault to pay Lotus 

debts by end of year
LONDON: French carmaker Renault aims
to complete its takeover of the Lotus
Formula One team on Dec. 16 and pay
creditors, including Britain’s tax authorities,
by the end of the year, the High Court
heard yesterday.  All parties in a protracted
case brought against struggling Lotus by
the Revenue and Customs authority over
unpaid tax, with other creditors also repre-
sented, agreed to a further adjournment to
Dec. 21.

“We are in a different territory now,” a
lawyer for the team told the court. “You got
away with it...or rather, it has been got
away with,” commented the judge, Mr
Justice Birss, after hearing none of the cred-
itors objected to the adjournment that he
said was clearly in the best interests of all
parties.  The alternative would have been
to put Lotus into administration.

Renault, currently an engine supplier to
former world champions Red Bull,
announced last week they would be
returning to Formula One as a full construc-
tor by taking a controlling stake in Lotus.

Lotus, formerly owned by Renault before
a race-fixing scandal broke in 2009, have
limped to the finish line this season with
current owners, Luxembourg-based Genii,

injecting only enough cash to keep the
team alive.  Bailiffs impounded their cars
after the Belgian Grand Prix in August and
the team were denied access to the pad-
dock hospitality in Japan due to unpaid bills.

Lotus chief executive Matthew Carter,
who attended the hearing, said the remain-
ing matters were merely procedural.  “It’s
the 16th for the SPA (share purchase agree-
ment) and they (Renault) are agreeing to
pay all the creditors by the 31st,” he told
Reuters outside the courtroom.  “So I guess
when we come back on the 21st it will be
to ensure that the SPA has been signed.

“It’s been an interesting process all the
way through but we are where we are,” said
Carter who said his own future with the
team had yet to be decided.

Genii Capital chairman and current
Lotus principal Gerard Lopez told Reuters
at the season-ending race in Abu Dhabi last
month that he would retain a shareholding
in the team.  “Everyone’s time and effort has
been focused on getting this across the line
and now I guess we take stock of the situa-
tion and decide which way Renault want to
jump,” said Carter.  “We’ll see how Renault
want to run things and what their plans
are.” —Reuters

Bulgaria hoping Games ban 

on lifters is overturned
SOFIA:  The Bulgarian weightlifting federa-
tion’s lawyer is optimistic a doping ban will be
overturned in time for its lifters to compete at
next year’s Olympics. “Bulgaria’s chances of
participating in the Olympics are very good
because this punishment contradicts existing
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF)
regulations,” lawyer Boris Kolev told Reuters
on Monday.  Last month the IWF said
Bulgaria’s lifters would not be eligible for the
2016 Olympics following a string of doping
cases.

The Balkan country appealed to the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and Kolev said
the final decision from the Swiss organisation
was expected in January. Eight male lifters,
including three European champions, and
three female lifters, tested positive for the
banned anabolic steroid stanozolol during a
training camp in Tbilisi, Georgia in March.

Asen Muradov, Ferdi Nazif,  Vladimir
Urumov, Stoyan Enev, Deyan Minchev plus
female lifters Nadezhda-Mey Tuy Nguen and
Maya Ivanova were suspended for nine

months.  Former European champion Demir
Demirev, 2014 European champions Ivan
Markov and Ivaylo Filev, and female lifter
Milka Maneva were banned for 18 months as
they had already been suspended for doping.

Bulgaria found it tough to find suitable
replacements for the banned lifters but still
competed at the world championship in
Houston last month and finished 21st in the
team standings.  The country will have three
spots for the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro if the
ban is overturned. “We have three quota
places and we expect to be there,” Kolev said.
Bulgarian weightlifting has suffered repeated
embarrassment due to doping cases and the
national organisation was temporarily
stripped of its licence in 2009.  A year earlier
the country withdrew its team for the 2008
Olympics in Beijing because of 11 failed dop-
ing checks.  Bulgaria’s reputation was also tar-
nished at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney where
the team were stripped of three gold medals
and sent home in shame following positive
drug tests. —Reuters


