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MANILA: The head of the UN nuclear watchdog
agency warned yesterday of the threat of terrorists
getting their hands on radioactive material to make
“dirty” bombs. Yukiya Amano, director general  of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said
all countries should secure material which extrem-
ists could use to make such a device. “Nuclear secu-
rity is a longstanding and real issue. This is a real
threat in all countries where nuclear material is
available to terrorists,” he said during a visit to the
Philippines for an atomic energy conference. “If
nuclear material falls into the hands of terrorists,
that can be used for dirty bombs,” he said, referring
to devices that use explosives to spread radioactive
material over a wide area to poison people. Amano
said such devices, which are much easier to make
than an atomic bomb, could cause widespread pan-
ic if unleashed in a city.

While governments have the main responsibility
to secure these materials, the IAEA can help estab-
lish guidelines to guard them, he told reporters.
This could include training customs and border
guards on how to detect such materials and even
helping governments procure detectors and similar
equipment. Amano said the Vienna-based IAEA was
already maintaining a database to “analyse and

establish a trend” that might identify possible
threats. Despite the danger, Amano said nuclear
energy had many benefits beyond even power gen-
eration, such as use in medicine, water manage-
ment and even agriculture. Concern about possible
terror attacks has risen sharply worldwide recently
following a spate of bombings and mass shootings
by supporters of the Islamic State group. 

N Korea test site activity 
Meanwhile, heightened activity at a North

Korean nuclear test site could be a bluff rather than
preparations to set off an atomic device soon, the
head of an international body set up to monitor a
ban on nuclear testing said yesterday. A report by
38 North, a North Korea project at Johns Hopkins
University in Washington, said satellite images
showed construction of a test tunnel at Punggye-ri,
on North Korea’s east coast where it conducted its
three previous nuclear tests. “I’m tempted to believe
that the fourth tunnel is just a bluff to put pressure
on the international community to resume discus-
sion with them,” Lassina Zerbo, head of the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organisation (CTBTO) said.

North Korea has conducted three underground

nuclear tests since 2006. The last, in 2013, drew
international condemnation including from China,
its main diplomatic ally. Isolated North Korea is
under UN sanctions that prohibit trade that can
fund its arms programme. Diplomatic talks
amongst six countries including the United States
and North Korea aimed at ending its nuclear pro-
gramme produced a deal in 2005 from which the
North has since walked away. North Korea has been
steadily working on its nuclear programme, but a
fourth test is not seen as imminent.

While a new tunnel at the site could well indi-
cate North Korea was preparing a test, the timing
would “probably depend on political factors more
than technical ones”, said Jeffrey Lewis, author of
the 38 North report. The North’s agreement with
South Korea in August to work towards easing ten-
sion and improving ties also meant a test was less
likely, said Zerbo. “One would not anticipate that
North Korea would go for new testing at a time
when they are engaged in discussions with their
brothers from the South,” Zerbo said. “In the 21st
century, they are the only country to have con-
ducted a nuclear test explosion. In the 21st centu-
ry, the world is too civilised for anyone to resume
testing”.— Agencies 

MUMBAI: Indian dwellers pick through the charred remains of their homes for belongings following a fire at a slum in the east of Kandivali, an area in
the north of Mumbai yesterday. — AFP 
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MUMBAI: A massive fire sparked by a series of
gas cylinder explosions swept through a packed
slum in India’s Mumbai yesterday, killing one
person and destroying around 1,000 homes, offi-
cials said. Dramatic video footage and pictures
posted on Twitter showed thick black smoke bil-
lowing above Kandivali slum after more than a
dozen liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders
exploded in quick succession.

“About 1,000 homes have been destroyed,”
Dhananjay Kulkarni, a deputy commissioner

with the Mumbai police said. “There’s been one
death. The body was completely charred so we
can’t identify the gender. The death toll may
rise,” he said. Prabhat Rahangdale, chief fire offi-
cer of the Mumbai fire brigade, said between “15
to 20 LPG cylinder blasts occurred” in the east of
Kandivali, an area in the north of the teeming
city.

“Two females sustained burn injuries of 40
and 42 percent and four males sustained minor
injuries,” he added, saying they had been taken

to hospital for treatment. Rahangdale said the
fire brigade had sent 16 fire engines to the area
after it received a call alerting them to the blaze
shortly after 12:30 pm (0700 GMT). Yesterday’s
accident was the latest deadly fire-related disas-
ter to have occurred in Mumbai this year.   In
June, a fire in a high-rise apartment block killed
seven people after they became trapped in a lift
on the upper floors. A month earlier four senior
officers from a Mumbai fire brigade died in a
blaze at another building.— AFP 

Fire destroys 1,000 slum homes in Mumbai

ISLAMABAD: Afghan President Ashraf Ghani is
set to visit Pakistan this week for a regional con-
ference in a high-level visit that boosts hopes for
the revival of Taleban peace talks, officials con-
firmed yesterday. The Indian foreign minister will
also attend the two-day Heart of Asia conference
in Islamabad, the highest-level visit from Delhi in
years, which comes amid hopes that Pakistan can
mend relations with its neighbours. A spokesman
for Abdullah Abdullah, Afghanistan’s chief execu-
tive, said yesterday that Ghani will attend the
conference, set to be jointly inaugurated by him
and Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.
Ghani’s last visit to Pakistan was in November
2014.

Indian foreign minister Sushma Swaraj will
also attend, a ministry spokesman tweeted. The
last visit by any top Indian diplomat was in
September 2012 when SM Krishna, a former for-
eign minister, came to Islamabad. Tensions have
been unusually high between Islamabad, Delhi

and Kabul, but Sharif held brief meetings with
Ghani and Indian counterpart Narendra Modi in
Paris last week that seem to have broken the
ice. The meeting with Ghani, on the sidelines of
a climate change conference in Paris, came
amid Kabul’s accusations that Islamabad sup-
ported the Taleban most recently in the north-
ern city of  Kunduz,  brief ly  captured in
September by militants as part of a nationwide
surge in attacks. 

Pakistan, which has historically supported
the Afghan Taleban and wields considerable
influence over the insurgents, hosted a mile-
stone first round of peace negotiations in July.
But the talks soon stalled when the Taleban
belatedly confirmed the death of their longtime
leader Mullah Omar. Separately, doubts about a
visit by Indian foreign minister Swaraj disap-
peared yesterday after her visit was confirmed
by the Indian foreign ministry. The announce-
ment came following talks between Indian and

Pakistani national security advisers in Bangkok
on Sunday on militancy and Kashmir, a joint
statement said, as the two countries seek a
thaw in frosty relations.

Diplomacy between the two nuclear-armed
countries worsened significantly in 2014 follow-
ing the election of Hindu nationalist Modi as
prime minister in India, with shelling across their
border in Kashmir claiming dozens of lives. India
and Pakistan have been arch-rivals since gaining
independence from Britain in 1947 and have
fought three wars against each other. Speaking at
the UN General Assembly last week, Sharif out-
lined a four-point initiative to ease tensions
between the two countries. The conference will
provide opportunity for Pakistan to further mend
its relations with neighbouring Afghanistan and
India, observers said. Foreign ministers of China,
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Iran have also con-
firmed their participation, according to Pakistan’s
foreign ministry. — AFP 

PYONGYANG: North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un attends the 4th Conference of
Korean People’s Army (KPA) Artillery Personnel at the April 25 House of Culture in
Pyongyang. — AFP 

MULTAN: Pakistani students arrive at Al-Huda Institute, one of the most high-profile
female seminaries (Islamic religious school), in Multan yesterday, where female US
shooter Tashfeen Malik studied. — AFP 

MULTAN: The woman who along with her
husband shot dead 14 people in California
last week attended one of Pakistan’s most
high-profile religious seminaries for women,
the madrassa confirmed to AFP yesterday.
Tashfeen Malik, 29, was enrolled in 2013 at
the Al-Huda Institute in Multan, which tar-
gets middle-class women seeking to come
closer to Islam and also has offices in the US,
the UAE, India and the UK, said Imran Amir,
an administration official at the seminary.
The institute has no known extremist links,
though it has come under fire in the past
from critics who say its ideology echoes that
of the Taleban.

But her attendance offers fresh insight
into Malik’s journey towards Islamic extrem-
ism. This likely began with her upbringing in
Saudi Arabia, continued during her time as a
student in Pakistan and culminated with her
swearing allegiance to the Islamic State
group shortly before embarking on her
killing spree. Malik and her husband Syed
Farook, 28, were hailed as “soldiers” of the
self-proclaimed caliphate following the mas-
sacre on Wednesday at a social services cen-
tre in San Bernardino. 

Investigators suspect that Malik, who
went to the United States on a fiancee’s visa
and spent extended periods of time in both
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, may have radi-
calised her husband.  The probe is trying to
establish if she had contact with Islamic radi-
cals in either country. Malik was enrolled in
classes including translation of the Koran in
2013, said Amir, the administration official.
“But she did not complete her course and
was here only for a short time,” he added. A
teacher who gave her name only as
Muqadas also confirmed to AFP that Malik
did not finish the two-year course. “She was a
good girl. I don’t know why she left and what
happened to her,” Muqadas said.

Malik did not travel to the US with her
husband until 2014. Fellow classmates at the
Bahauddin Zakariya University in Multan,
where Malik studied pharmacology from
2007-2012, said she also went to the madras-
sa after classes during her final two years at
the university, though her attendance at that
time may have been informal. Farrukh
Saleem, a Karachi-based spokeswoman for
Al-Huda, told AFP  the organisation preaches
“the peaceful teachings of Islam and the
prophet of Islam”, adding that government
and law enforcement agencies have “never
suspected us of spreading extremism”. 

‘More susceptible’ 
Al-Huda, founded in 1994 by Farhat

Hashmi, is one of the best-known female

madrassas in the country, where religious
seminaries are thought to teach hundreds
of thousands of students each year.
Unlike other such seminaries, it mainly tar-
gets Pakistan’s influential middle and
upper classes, often holding religious
study circles inside members’ houses. One
of Malik ’s  former classmates at the
Bahauddin Zakariya University said she
drastically changed during her time there.
“Gradually she became more serious and
strict ,” the student said,  requesting
anonymity.

Malik became withdrawn and stopped
participating in classes, the student said,
adding that while she had been religious
previously, during her time at Al-Huda she
“became hardline and different”. Arif Rafiq,
an analyst at the Washington-based
Middle East Institute, said her attendance
“suggests that she had embraced a more
modern yet austere variant of Islam”. “It
may have made her more susceptible to
the ideology of a transnational terrorist
group like IS,” he added. But he cautioned
that Al-Huda’s graduates rarely become
militants. “Al-Huda attendance alone does-
n’t answer the question of how she may
have made the leap from being a conser-
vative or even Salafi Muslim into a jihadist.”

Educated and radical
Badar Alam, editor of the prestigious

Herald magazine, said Malik appeared to
have become radicalised gradually. “She
was raised in Saudi Arabia so she became
a Salafi. She joined Al-Huda.  She married
a US Muslim who was influenced by
events in the Middle East-this is the mak-
ing of an international terrorist in today’s
world.” Malik is the latest in a string of
high-profile college-educated militants of
Pakistani origin, including would-be Times
Square bomber Faisal Shahzad, 9/11 plan-
ner Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, and “Lady
Al-Qaeda”-neuroscientist Aafia Siddiqui,
who is currently serving an 86-year prison
sentence in the US for attacking American
soldiers in Afghanistan. 

Pakistan has pledged to crack down on
religious seminaries suspected of being
breeding grounds for intolerance or even
fostering extremism, with the country’s
information minister Per vez Rashid
terming them “universities of illiteracy and
ignorance”. However the government’s
efforts to rein in madrassas have prompt-
ed anger from many clerics who accuse
the authorities of maligning religious
leaders in a bid to build an “anti-Islamic
narrative”. — AFP 

COLORADO SPRINGS: The suited lawyer whispered in the
ear of the hulking suspect in the mass shooting at a Planned
Parenthood clinic in Colorado, then Robert Lewis Dear
answered “no questions” after briefly shaking his big, bearded
head. It was the most the public has heard from Dear, who
was trussed in handcuffs, leg irons and strapped into a thick,
padded smock while speaking last week to the judge by
video from jail, and that is exactly how Daniel King wants it.

The public defender for Dear, 57, who police say surren-
dered after killing three people and wounding nine in the
Nov 27 clinic rampage, King most recently represented
Colorado movie massacre gunman James Holmes. Within
hours of taking on Dear’s case, King’s team had filed motions
seeking to seal evidence, visit the crime scene, have defense
experts observe forensic tests, and the imposition of a gag
order to prevent anyone in law enforcement from disclosing
details of the crime.

Colorado’s public defenders have successfully had several
death sentences overturned on appeal, and are widely
viewed as among the nation’s most effective death penalty

litigators. Dear is being held without bond on suspicion of
first-degree murder pending the filing of formal charges on
Wednesday. That will set in motion months, if not years, of
legal maneuvering in Colorado’s latest high-profile murder
case, with the state public defender’s office again at the fore-
front.

Death penalty case?
In addition to Holmes, who was convicted this summer of

multiple murders but spared capital punishment after jurors
could not agree unanimously that he should be executed,
King also defended one of Colorado’s current three death-
row inmates, whose case is under appeal. His early appear-
ance alongside Dear seems to indicate that the defense
anticipates El Paso County District Attorney Dan May will
seek the death penalty, legal analysts said. “Given that there
were three victims, including a police officer, and an experi-
enced lawyer like King was there, it appears the public
defenders are bracing for a death penalty case,” said
Colorado criminal defense lawyer Zak Malkinson.

Since there is no doubt Dear was the shooter in Colorado
Springs, another insanity defense like the one raised in the
Holmes trial is a possibility, said Malkinson, who served for
seven years as a California public defender before entering
private practice. While some may view the clinic rampage as
an obvious contender for a death penalty case, the decision
to seek a defendant’s execution is not so clear-cut, said
Arapahoe County District Attorney George Brauchler, who
prosecuted Holmes.

“The size and scope of the crime, the aggravators, but
also the mitigating factors such as mental health, are all
things to be considered,” Brauchler said. Before deciding to
seek execution in the Holmes case, Brauchler said he con-
sulted several other prosecutors, including May. The other
prosecutors also sat in on a meeting at which King tried
unsuccessfully to persuade Brauchler to take the death
penalty off the table.

Conservative jury pool
May said he has not decided if he will seek Dear’s execu-

tion, and has 63 days after Dear ultimately enters a plea,
which is likely months away, to announce his intentions.
Whether or not May seeks capital punishment, a jury pool
will be drawn from one of the most conservative areas of
the state, should the case go to trial. Colorado Springs and
the surrounding El Paso County are Republican strong-
holds with a large Evangelical Christian presence. They are
also home to six military installations, including the US Air
Force Academy and the US Army’s mountain post, Fort
Carson. 

Colorado’s longest-serving death-row inmate, Nathan
Dunlap, was convicted and sentenced to death by an El
Paso County jury after his trial was moved there from the
Denver area. But Colorado has executed just one inmate in
nearly 50 years, largely due to the efforts of its public
defenders. The same month Holmes’ life was spared, public
defenders persuaded a Denver jury not to condemn Dexter
Lewis to death after he was convicted of multiple murders
for stabbing to death five people inside a bar during a
botched robbery.— Reuters
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