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BERLIN: Arson attacks on refugee shelters,
assaults, swastikas sprayed on walls-as
Germany has taken in record numbers of
asylum seekers, it has been rocked by a
xenophobic backlash which authorities
have appeared unable to stop. With one
million arrivals expected in the EU’s most
populous nation this year, about half of
them from Syria, Chancellor Angela Merkel
has rallied Germans to welcome the new-
comers and vowed to crack down on hate-
mongers. While vast numbers of Germans
have volunteered to help refugees, there
has also been a rise in anti-foreigner senti-
ment that has buoyed the populist and
anti-immigration Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party. Interior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere once again warned last week that
the rise in hate crimes, ranging from prop-
erty destruction to attempted murder, was
“shocking and unacceptable”.

In September, Merkel-who herself had
endured xenophobic protesters’ ugly verbal
slurs during a visit to a migrant shelter-
vowed that attacks targeting asylum seek-
ers would be punished “with the full force
of the law”. Yet, according to a survey by
news weekly Die Zeit, of the 222 most seri-
ous attacks on shelters reported this year,
only four cases have resulted in convictions

so far. “If the state really wants to ‘act with
the full force of the law’, it should do con-
siderably more,” the newspaper asserted.
Die Zeit pointed to insufficient resources
dedicated to investigations but also a fre-
quent lack of solid evidence, as many shel-
ters are located in thinly populated areas.

No deaths yet
“ The fact that there have been no

deaths yet is plain luck,” said Timo Reinfrank
of the Amadeu Antonio Foundation, which
works to counter neo-Nazism, right-wing
extremism and anti-Semitism. Racist
attacks in Germany have multiplied espe-
cially since the summer, which saw a mas-
sive surge of hundreds of thousands of asy-
lum seekers arrive via the Balkans and
Austria in just a few weeks. 

From June to September, Germany
recorded an average of three xenophobic
acts a day against asylum seekers’ facilities,
according to government figures provided
to lawmakers. 

“This violence is not only committed by
neo-Nazis,” said Reinfrank. “It is perpetrated
increasingly by supposedly ‘concerned citi-
zens’ who give vent to their racism.”

At Crimmitschau in the former commu-
nist East Germany, three people were

detained last week for throwing Molotov
cocktails in November at the walls of a shel-
ter where 45 people were sleeping, includ-
ing 20 children. In Eggesin, another town in
the east, two Afghans were assaulted in the
past week. These crimes are but the latest

in a long list collated by two organisations
helping refugees, Pro Asyl and the Amadeu
Antonio Foundation. Every day, they say,
somewhere in Germany a hate crime has
been committed, ranging from insults
hurled at migrants, to swastikas daubed on

a shelter, to street protesters trying to block
a bus carrying refugees.

Fears after Paris attacks
Fanning the flames, and raging against

Muslims, has been the far-right street move-
ment PEGIDA-short for “Patriotic Europeans
Against the Islamisation of the Occident”-
which has drawn thousands to weekly rallies
in the eastern city of Dresden. In parliamen-
tary politics, senior members of the AfD have
openly voiced sympathy for PEGIDA’s goals
and seen support rise above 10 percent in
many polls. Authorities and non-government
groups fear that things may get worse in the
wake of the November 13 attacks in Paris,
despite their pleas not to confuse Syrian
refugees and jihadists. The extreme right
“feels very comforted,” said the head of
German domestic intelligence, Hans-Georg
Maassen, in the Tagesspiegel daily. 

He said “it blames the policies and the
chancellor and even the media” and argues
that “the open borders policy is the cause
of what is happening”. With several regional
elections on the calendar in 2016, including
two in eastern states, some fear a right-
wing populist breakthrough at the ballot
box, a year before national parliamentary
elections. — AFP 

Germany refugee influx sparks surge in racist hate crimes

BERLIN: A supporter of the right-wing populist Alternative for Germany (AfD)
party displays a placard showing German Chancellor Angela Merkel dressed in a
Burqa during a demonstration against the German government’s asylum policy
organized by the AfD party in Berlin. — AFP 

CALAIS: Migrant men walk past electoral posters of French far-right National Front (FN) party President Marine Le Pen in Calais yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: France’s far-right National Front (FN) yes-
terday stood at the gates of power in several
regions after record scores in the first round of
elections, held just three weeks after the Paris
attacks. Marine Le Pen’s party finished top in six
of 13 regions on Sunday, from the economically
depressed north where she is standing, to the
sun-drenched south where her 25-year-old niece
is in poll position. Le Pen yesterday hailed a
“magnificent” result and blasted the traditional
political elite “at a time when dark clouds are
gathering over France, from the economy and
from the risk of being submerged by migrants”. 

After the anti-immigration party’s strong
showing, the main parties on the right and left
must now decide whether to come to an agree-
ment to try to stop the FN from winning control
at regional level in next Sunday’s second-round
run-offs. The Socialists of President Francois
Hollande have already begun withdrawing can-
didates, but former president Nicolas Sarkozy,
leader of the centre-right Republicans, ruled out
any tactical alliance. 

The far-right has been steadily gaining trac-
tion in France over the past few years as Le Pen
has continued its strident nationalism, while
purging some of the party’s least savoury ele-
ments. Le Pen, 47, and her telegenic 25-year-old
niece Marion Marechal-Le Pen broke the symbol-

ic 40-percent mark in their respective regions of
Nord-Pas-de-Calais-Picardie and Provence-Alpes-
Cote d’Azur. But the FN also scored big in the
eastern region including Alsace on the border of
Germany and Belgium.

The showing shattered previous records for
the party as they tapped into voter anger over a
stagnant economy and fears linked to the influx
of migrants into Europe. The attacks by jihadist
gunmen on Paris last month in which 130 people
died have also played into the hands of the FN,
which has long claimed that extremists could be
slipping into Europe among the migrants. The
right-wing grouping including Sarkozy’s party
took 27 percent of the vote, while the ruling
Socialist Party and its allies gained 23.5 percent.
Around half the 45 million registered voters took
part. Any party which secures 10 percent backing
in the first round can field candidates next
Sunday. 

Springboard to president
Victories would not only hand control of a

regional government to the FN for the first time,
but would also give Le Pen a springboard for her
presidential bid in 2017. Her father and co-
founder of the FN, Jean-Marie Le Pen, once made
it to the second round of presidential elections in
2002, but was trounced as voters rallied behind

Jacques Chirac to keep the far right out of power.
The FN’s success on Sunday has triggered an
immediate debate on whether the traditional
parties should urge voters to back any candidate
opposing the far-right in the second round. 

Jean-Christophe Cambadelis, a top Socialist
Party official, said his party would withdraw from
the second round in the regions that Le Pen and
her niece were leading in order “to block” the FN.
Le Pen said she was “not worried”, but acknowl-
edged the second round “will obviously be a bit
less straightforward”. Right-wing daily Le Figaro
and the communist L’Humanite both went with “Le
Choc” (“Shock”) on their front pages yesterday,
while the left-wing Liberation warned: “It’s coming”. 

President Hollande has seen his personal rat-
ings surge on the back of his hardline approach
since the Paris carnage, but his party is being
punished for a jobless total of around three mil-
lion. The FN’s anti-EU and anti-immigrant narra-
tive has been a lightning rod for many voters
who have lost faith in mainstream parties. Its
repeated linking of immigration with terrorism
has also helped it climb in the polls since the
gun and suicide bombing assaults in Paris.
When it emerged that at least two of the attack-
ers had entered Europe posing as migrants, the
party aggressively pushed a message of “we
told you so”. — AFP
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power in French regions

Marine Le Pen’s party finishes top in 6 of 13 regions

CARRIZALILLO: Heroin traffickers linked to
the abduction and disappearance of 43 stu-
dents a year ago are battling over millions of
dollars paid by Canadian mining giant
Goldcorp to a village in Mexico’s southern
gold belt, leading to a wave of murders. As a
signatory to a Conflict-Free Gold Standard
drawn up by the World Gold Council industry
group, Goldcorp commits to extracting the
precious metal in a manner that “does not fuel
unlawful armed conflict or contribute to seri-
ous human rights abuses.” But residents of
Carrizalil lo in the impoverished state of
Guerrero say the some $3 million a year in rent
paid by Goldcorp for their land, which the
mine is built on, is fuelling a bloody feud
between two rival cartels.

Village authorities say the company is not
doing all it can to protect them. The violence
highlights an ethical quagmire for industries
operating in Mexico’s drug badlands and rais-
es questions of whether companies could do
more to ensure safety for people connected to
their operations. In response to Reuters’ ques-
tions, Goldcorp said it has held numerous
meetings with authorities to seek better secu-
rity outside the mine’s perimeters, in line with
obligations under the standard.

‘Guerreros Unidos’
“Even though we can and do advocate with

local authorities for the respect of human
rights in the vicinity of our operations, we can-
not take on the role of government,” said
Michael Harvey, Goldcorp’s Latin America
director for corporate affairs and security.
Authorities describe a struggle between two
gangs - “Guerreros Unidos” and “Los Rojos” -
over the mineral wealth that has split
Carrizalillo into two factions, fanning chaos.
Each side accuses the other of supporting a
rival cartel with the alleged backing of differ-
ent state and federal security forces. At least 26
people have been killed since the feud escalat-
ed in mid-2014.

Last month, within sight of Goldcorp’s Los
Filos pit in the green hills and scrub around
Carrizalillo, the remains of at least eight alleged
cartel victims were found in clandestine graves.
Some homes in Carrizalillo are scarred with
bullet holes and broken windows after a series
of assaults in the past year, some involving
dozens of masked men firing automatic
weapons. “The wealth Carrizalillo generates is
fought over by these two groups,” Federal
Police Commissioner Enrique Galindo told
Reuters, adding that the mine’s riches have

exacerbated a struggle for control of drug traf-
ficking routes. Villagers describe systematic
extortion by both cartels.

Initially, Los Rojos were dominant, “taxing”
mine workers, contractors and the landowners
that Goldcorp pays rent to, as well as exerting
influence over mine unions, the village council
and a landowners’ cooperative paid by the
mine, former residents say. Last year, Guerreros
Unidos gunmen blasted into the village, killing
four and terrorizing residents for months. That
cartel’s rule was ended by a crackdown in
October 2014 and since then the factions have
fought with a series of tit-for-tat killings. “They
want to take advantage of the fact there is
money in Carrizalillo. They want money that is
ours,” said Nelson Figueroa, who heads the vil-
lage council since July.

His faction blames Guerreros Unidos and
villagers aligned with the gang for the blood-
letting, with the backing of members of federal
security forces. 

Other sources say a member of Figueroa’s
faction, Ricardo Lopez, the head of a coopera-
tive that manages land revenues paid by
Goldcorp, is aligned with Los Rojos. Lopez and
Figueroa deny the claim. Members of the
gangs - both former subsidiaries of Joaquin “El

Chapo” Guzman’s powerful Sinaloa cartel - face
US charges of trafficking heroin from Guerrero,
where poppy gum has replaced the famed
“Acapulco Gold” marijuana as a top export.

The Guerreros Unidos gang is the primary
suspect in the disappearance and apparent
murder of 43 students last year, although inter-
national experts differ with Mexican officials on
the degree of involvement of state and federal
authorities. The case drew international atten-
tion and fierce criticism of President Enrique
Pena Nieto’s government. It is less well-known
that an hour’s drive south from the city of
Iguala, where the students were abducted, the
cartels have turned their attention to gold.

Conflict-free?
Villagers welcome the wealth generated by

the mine and have negotiated to maximize their
benefits. Protests closed the mine for a month
last year until Goldcorp agreed to more gener-
ous terms. Landholders say that under that May
2014 deal, Goldcorp pays the equivalent of 4
ounces of gold per hectare in rent to 175 land-
holders and a communal land fund - an estimat-
ed $3 million a year at today’s prices. That is a
small fortune in a village of around 1,000 peo-
ple. Goldcorp declined to comment on pay-

ments. Under the conflict standard, drawn up in
2012 to help members comply with UN guid-
ance on human rights, signatories commit to
not making payments that fuel unlawful armed
conflict or serious rights abuses.

Goldcorp recognizes that Los Filos is operat-
ing in a “conflict-affected or high-risk” area. “The
violence carries both a terrible human cost to
the communities, and a financial cost to
Goldcorp as we are obliged to invest in addi-
tional security for our operations and personnel,”
said Goldcorp’s Harvey. “It is essential to protect
the jobs provided by legitimate investment so
as to give community members economic
opportunities other than crime.” Goldcorp’s gold
mining activities have been certified as conflict-
free. Under the standard, companies operating
in conflict zones must use their influence to
avoid abuses by security forces and make them
protect local populations.

“It is not enough for a company to simply
say ‘there are risks but they are not our prob-
lem’,” said Michael Gibb, who leads advocacy
group Global Witness’ conflict-minerals cam-
paign. He said the standard was positive
globally but some miners in conflict-zones
are not transparent about risks and correc-
tive actions. —Reuters

MYTILENE: Greece is under growing pressure
over its handling of the migrant crisis-but on
Lesbos island, swift registration procedures
are still seeing thousands of new arrivals
packed off promptly to elsewhere in Europe.
After revelations that two jihadists involved in
the Paris terror attacks slipped into Europe
through another Greek island, posing as
refugees, Athens has faced heavy scrutiny
over its screening of more than 750,000 peo-
ple who have landed on its shores this year.

This week Yiannis Mouzalas, the minister
in charge of migration, admitted “delays and
failings” in Greece’s handling of the influx and
called on the European Union to activate a
crisis mechanism that will allow it to claim
emergency aid. Athens has faced growing
criticism on border security from other
European countries including Hungary and
Slovakia, and has been forced to refute a
report that its place in Europe’s passport-free
Schengen zone is in jeopardy.

On Lesbos, the main European gateway
for refugees and other migrants from the
Middle East and elsewhere, officials systemat-
ically register and test arrivals to judge
whether they are really from where they say
they are-but the process is quick and not
especially detailed. “The first day, the coast-
guard asks your name, your nationality and
your age,” said Hamidullah, an Afghan. “The
following day, you register at Moria (a refugee
camp). The police take your fingerprints, pho-
tographs and ask some questions. This took
no longer than five minutes.” 

‘The accent can’t fool you’   
Hamidullah has no passport, merely a

piece of paper stating his identity. Many oth-
ers turn up with no papers at all. At the Moria
camp, one of five “hotspots” set up on Greek
Aegean islands to register migrants, one
police officer said the lack of identity docu-
ments was a major obstacle to testing the
veracity of people’s claims. “In many cases, the
refugees say they lost their passport en route,”
said the officer, speaking on condition of
anonymity. “The only way to verify their
nationality is by interviewing them with the
help of interpreters.” An Afghan interviewer

working at Moria, however, insisted the five-
minute “nationality test” is effective. “The
accent can’t fool you,” he said. “Precise ques-
tions are asked, like the name of politicians, or
food delicacies of certain regions of the coun-
tries they declare as their countries of origin.”  

‘Stricter tests since Paris’  
Officials struggling to cope with the situa-

tion on the ground on Lesbos are frustrated
by the criticism being levied at Greece from
abroad after the Paris attacks. “They blamed
us for not managing to track down the two
terrorists among the 776,000 people that
have passed through Greece from the begin-
ning of the year,” said one police lieutenant,
speaking on condition of anonymity. “How is
it possible to track down a terrorist in the
making, if he isn’t being tracked by Interpol, if
other European countries don’t share their
information, and if he’s using a passport that
is real but stolen?”  

Another policeman said, however, that
“the tests have been more strict” since the
Paris attacks, admitting: “Until the end of the
summer, the order was to let the refugees
pass through as quickly as possible.” Greece
has accepted the deployment of extra border
guards from EU border agency Frontex, while
it is seeking aid from the EU including
100,000 first aid kits, raincoats and sleeping
bags, 1,500 tents and 100 portable toilets. For
the mayor of Lesbos’s main town Mytilene,
Spyros Galinos, the migrant crisis is a Europe-
wide problem and the EU as a whole has a
responsibility to improve the situation. 

“Greece is a country in crisis,” he said,
pointing to “budget cuts, shortages of police-
men and coastguards”. “I have written several
times to the European commissioners in
order to ask for financial and logistical aid,
and now they accuse us of not asking for help
in time,” he added. Migration minister
Mouzalas has said Greece’s request for emer-
gency migrant aid was not made sooner
because the government’s exact require-
ments had not been assessed. But he, too, has
said the EU is not blameless in the situation,
saying the bloc failed to respond to a previ-
ous Greek request for an additional 1,600
police officers. — AFP 

After Paris bloodbath, Greek 

migrant tests remain cursory

MYTILENE: Migrants from Syria wait in the port of Mytilene on the Greek island of
Lesbos. — AFP 

Cartels fight over Mexico’s conflict-free gold revenues 


