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Egyptian army destroys
20 tunnels along border 

CAIRO: The Egyptian military says it’s destroyed 20 recent-
ly discovered underground tunnels along the border with
the Gaza Strip. The army says the tunnels were found and
destroyed in November. The announcement came on its
official Facebook page yesterday. There were no further
details.  Israel and Egypt have maintained a blockade of the
Palestinian coastal territory since the Islamic militant group
Hamas seized Gaza in 2007. For years, Egypt tolerated a
smuggling industry that allowed hundreds of tunnels to
bring in goods like cigarettes and spare parts, as well as
weapons, into the strip. After a major attack last year, the
military began clearing a buffer zone along the border in
an attempt to stamp out the cross-border network of tun-
nels that Hamas considers a lifeline.

That’s what Xi said? - Chinese 
state media scolded for typo

BEIJING: A Chinese state news agency has suspended
four employees, a report said, following a typographi-
cal slip that suggested President Xi Jinping was resign-
ing. The error came in a Friday story about a speech Xi
gave during a China-Africa summit in Johannesburg
last week. Staff at the state-run China News Service
switched two Chinese characters with similar sounds,
accidentally changing the word in question to write
that Xi’s remarks were a “resignation” not a “speech”,
Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post reported
Sunday. Some news sites published the report in its
original form before later retracting it, the paper said.
Since Xi’s ascension to the head of the Communist
Party in 2012, he has increasingly become the focus of
fawning adulation by state media, leading some
experts to say that a nascent cult of personality may be
developing around him. Last Friday, during his Africa
trip, Xi’s name appeared in 11 out of 12 headlines on
the front page of the Communist Party’s official news-
paper, the People’s Daily. 

Lanka pleads for housemaid 
sentenced to death in Saudi 

COLOMBO: Colombo has expressed concern to Saudi
Arabia after a Sri Lankan housemaid working in the coun-
try was sentenced to death by stoning for adultery, an offi-
cial said yesterday. Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera
met the Saudi envoy to Colombo last week and raised the
case of the woman and a man convicted alongside her, and
asked to speak to his Saudi counterpart Adel Al-Jubeir. “We
are still awaiting a response to have that conversation,” said
a foreign ministry official. The woman, a 45-year-old mar-
ried mother of two who has not been named, was convict-
ed of adultery in August. She was sentenced to death by
stoning, while an unmarried Sri Lankan man convicted
alongside her was sentenced to 100 lashes. Sri Lankan law-
makers from all parties have united in urging the govern-
ment to secure clemency for the woman and a pardon for
the man. Sri Lanka’s Muslim minority on Monday appealed
to the Saudi King Salman on Monday to intervene and par-
don the couple. “Your Majesty’s kind intervention in par-
doning these unfortunate victims would enhance the high
esteem in which Sri Lankans hold Islam, the people and the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia,” said the Muslim Council of Sri
Lanka.

Protests as Armenians vote 
to curb presidential powers

YEREVAN: Armenians voted to curb presidential pow-
ers in a disputed referendum, official results showed
yesterday, sparking calls for protests from the opposi-
tion which says the reforms are aimed at keeping the
ruling elite in power. Around two-thirds (63 percent)
backed the constitutional changes in Sunday’s referen-
dum, with 32 percent voting against, according to pre-
liminary results from the election commission. Turnout
stood at 51 percent. The reforms will make the presi-
dent a ceremonial figure, elected by parliament for a
term of seven years instead of the current five. The
government said the changes were needed to shake
up the political system and strengthen democracy in
the former Soviet state. But the opposition cried foul,
claiming that the real aim is to keep President Serzh
Sarkisian, in power after his second term ends in 2018.
“What happened today is state treason,” a top opposi-
tion leader, Raffi Hovannisyan, told supporters at a ral-
ly early Monday, calling on the president and prime
minister to resign and vowing mass protests. 

RAFAH: Palestinians wait for permission to enter
Egypt at the Rafah border crossing in the south-
ern Gaza Strip. —AFP

Chinese President Xi Jinping

KHARTOUM: Government forces and rebels in Sudan’s
war-torn border regions say they are preparing for another
bout of fighting after the latest talks in Addis Ababa failed
to reach a deal. The African Union-mediated talks ended
last month without a temporary ceasefire being agreed in
Darfur, mired in conflict since 2003, and South Kordofan
and Blue Nile states, where rebels have been battling since
2011.

Now the rainy season that leaves roads in the regions
impassable has ended, both sides are braced for more
fighting. “We are preparing to defend ourselves,” said Arnu
Lodi of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North,
which is based in South Kordofan and Blue Nile. “Our
troops are in high morale, well trained and prepared,” Lodi
said. Sudan’s military also says it is on high alert in Darfur,
South Kordofan and Blue Nile. “We know that they are
preparing and we are preparing too,” said spokesman
Colonel Ahmed Khalifa al-Shami.

The military had been tracking the rebels’ movements
during the talks, Shami said, declining to give further
details. The latest negotiations came during a period of
calm in Sudan’s conflict-hit peripheries. President Omar Al-
Bashir announced a two-month ceasefire in September to
persuade rebels to join a national dialogue in Khartoum.
The period coincided with the wet season, when torrential
rains usually halt fighting, but the SPLM-N accused
Khartoum of carrying out air raids.  “Despite the military’s
commitment to the ceasefire announced by the president,

it hasn’t abandoned its duty to train, mobilise and protect
the country,” Shami said.

No end in sight
Bashir has been battling ethnic insurgents in Darfur for

12 years, after they rebelled against Khartoum, complain-
ing of marginalisation.  The SPLM-N rose up in 2011 for
similar reasons. Khartoum unleashed troops, bomber jets,
helicopter gunships and militia to try to crush the insur-
gencies, with the International Criminal Court indicting
Bashir for alleged war crimes in the Darfur conflict. The
talks in Addis Ababa were the 10th round between the
SPLM-N and Khartoum, and Darfuri rebels held simulta-
neous talks with a second government delegation. The
negotiations ended with the SPLM-N and government
accusing each other of plotting to reinforce their posi-
tions in South Kordofan and Blue Nile under cover of a
humanitarian ceasefire. For the past two years, the gov-
ernment has mounted offensives in the dry season, which
starts in November. 

The talks’ failure means another is likely but a decisive
victory still seems far off. “It’s going to inflict a lot of
human suffering but it will not end the insurgency,” said
Magdi al-Gizouli, an independent political analyst. In
April, government-allied militia ambushed the Justice and
Equality Movement’s forces in Darfur, capturing and
destroying dozens of their vehicles in a major defeat.
Sudan’s military says Darfuri rebels now occupy just pock-

ets of land, notably the hilly Jebel Marra area in the centre
of the region. “The Sudanese Armed Forces will try to con-
tain the SPLM-N as far as possible just like the situation in
Darfur, where you have pockets in Jebel Marra that don’t
threaten anything,” Gizouli said.

Difficult terrain   
In previous offensives, the military has pounded rebels

in South Kordofan and Blue Nile with ar ti l ler y,  jet
bombers as well as ground attacks with militia and
troops. But the hilly Nuba Mountains area of South
Kordofan is still a major obstacle for the Khartoum
regime. “The terrain is difficult. It doesn’t lend itself to
fighting, it’s very mountainous,” said a source in Khartoum
familiar with the conflict. “I think the SPLA-N has taken
advantage of the rainy season to reinforce its positions,”
the source said on condition of anonymity.

For civi l ians in rebel-controlled areas of South
Kordofan and Blue Nile that the government denies aid
organisations access to, renewed fighting will inflict fur-
ther misery. Nearly 150,000 children in South Kordofan
and Blue Nile have not been received vaccinations
because of a lack of access, with 500,000 people dis-
placed in the two states, the United Nations says. Fighting
in Darfur has left another 2.5 million displaced in the
western region, with at least 300,000 dead, according to
the UN. “The civilian population is captive to the fighting
armies,” Gizouli said. —AFP
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brace for fighting season

Peace talks collapse

ANBAR: Security forces prepare to destroy collected bombs and explosives being planted by Islamic
State militants outside Ramadi, the capital of Iraq’s Anbar province, 70 miles west of Baghdad, Iraq. —AP

BEIRUT: The Islamic State group is
pulling in some $80 million a month,
mainly from levies and confiscations,
but is struggling financially as strikes
hit its oil infrastructure, analysis firm
IHS said yesterday. In a new report,
IHS Conflict Monitor said that IS,
unlike other jihadist groups such as
Al-Qaeda, does not need to rely on
foreign funding as it can count on rev-
enues from the large parts of Syria
and Iraq under its control. Using open
source intelligence including social
media and sources inside the coun-
tries, IHS said it estimates the group’s
overall monthly income to be around
$80 million (75 million euros) as of late
2015.

About half the revenues come
from levies and confiscations, with IS
slapping a 20 percent charge on all
services, IHS said. Some 43 percent
comes from oil sales and the rest from
drug smuggling, electricity sales and
donations. “IS controls the state so

they tax the population, confiscate
property, can produce income from
state-run businesses and from oil and
gas. Other terrorist groups don’t have
that,” said Columb Strack, senior ana-
lyst at the London-based IHS. But oth-
er groups also do not have significant
territory to rule, so “it’s not like they
are making $80 million and spending
all of that on weapons and building
bombs,” he said.

IS seized control of significant parts
of Syria and Iraq last year, declaring a
self-styled Islamic “caliphate” and
committing widespread atrocities. A
US-led coalition launched air strikes
against the group in Iraq in August
2014 and in Syria a month later, and
Moscow launched its own strikes in
Syria in September this year. The
group has not followed its sweeping
offensive of 2014 with other major
gains and IHS said it is now having
trouble making ends meet. “There are
early indications that the group is

struggling to balance its budget, with
reports of cuts to fighters’ salaries,
price hikes on electricity and other
basic services, and the introduction of
new agricultural taxes,” IHS said.

It said the increasing targeting of
oil infrastructure, including wells and
tanker trucks, by US-led coalition and
Russian warplanes was starting to
have effect. “Air strikes have signifi-
cantly degraded the group’s refining
capacity and ability to transport oil via
tanker convoys,” IHS said. Strack said IS
was already starting to systematically
charge residents for leaving its territo-
ry and, as it faces continued pressure,
will be looking for other ways to raise
funds. “They can also try to raise the
price of electricity, mobile phone net-
works, Internet and all kind of public
services they are expected to provide,”
he said. “But people are already strug-
gling to pay. It ’s going to be a lot
harder on the populations living with-
in IS territories.” —AFP
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$80 million a month

Turkey says has 

duty to protect 

soldiers in Iraq 

ISTANBUL: Turkey said yesterday it had a duty to pro-
tect its soldiers around the Islamic State-controlled city
of Mosul in Iraq and that they were there simply on a
training mission, after Baghdad ordered the immediate
withdrawal of its latest deployment. Turkey sent hun-
dreds of forces to a camp in the Bashiqa region of north-
ern Iraq on Thursday. It described it as a routine rotation
in an existing training programme to help Iraqis retake
Mosul from Islamic State, and said the troops were there
to ensure the safety of the Turkish military trainers.

But the Iraqi government said the latest deployment
had been made without informing or coordinating with
Baghdad, and should be withdrawn. Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi said on Sunday that Iraq might turn to
the UN Security Council if the troops were not with-
drawn within 48 hours, describing their deployment as a
violation of national sovereignty.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu, however,
said Abadi had repeatedly requested more active
Turkish support against Islamic State, and said he
believed other countries had played a role in Iraq’s reac-
tion. He did not elaborate. “It is our duty to provide secu-
rity for our soldiers providing training there,” Cavusoglu
said in an interview on Turkey’s Kanal 24 television.
“Everybody is present in Iraq ... The goal of all of them is
clear. Train-and-equip advisory support is being provid-
ed. Our presence there is not a secret,” he added.

Turkey, embroiled in a row with Moscow after it shot
down a Russian warplane near the Syrian border almost
two weeks ago, is eager to show it is playing its part in
the fight against Islamic State. It has come under pres-
sure from the United States to play a more active role,
particularly in Syria. Moscow has accused Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan and his family of benefiting
from the illegal smuggling of oil from Islamic State-held
territory in Syria and Iraq, a charge Ankara vehemently
denies. Islamic State militants overran Iraq’s second-
largest city Mosul, home to more than 1 million people,
in June 2014. An expected counter-offensive by Iraqi
forces has been repeatedly postponed because they are
involved in fighting elsewhere.

Tanks and armoured vehicles
Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said on

Sunday the new deployment was a troop rotation to
support a camp that Turkish forces had previously set up
at the Mosul governor’s request and in coordination
with the Iraqi Defence Ministry. Iraqi Kurdish regional
President Massoud Barzani would visit Turkey this week,
Cavusoglu said, adding that Iraq’s defence minister was
also expected to visit the country soon in a previously-
arranged trip.  Kurdistan Regional Government
spokesman Safeen Dizayee denied a Turkish media
report that a deal had been reached between Turkey
and Iraq for Turkey to have a permanent military base in
Nineveh province, of which Mosul is the capital.

He backed up Ankara’s version of events, saying
Thursday’s deployment aimed “to expand the capacity”
of  the training base near Bashiqa and included
armoured personnel carriers and tanks.  “The increase
of personnel requires some protection,” he said. A sen-
ior Kurdish military official based on the Bashiqa front
line, north of Mosul, said last week that additional
Turkish trainers had arrived at a camp in the area on
Thursday, escorted by a Turkish protection force. The
camp is used by a force called Hashid Watani (national
mobilisation), which is made up of mainly Sunni Arab
former Iraqi police and volunteers from Mosul. It was
formed by former Nineveh governor Atheel al-Nujaifi,
who had close relations with Turkey. There was already
a small number of Turkish trainers there before this lat-
est deployment. —Reuters

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE: The five men
accused of plotting the September 11, 2001 attacks-
including the alleged mastermind-are due back in mili-
tary court this week, though their prospects for an actu-
al trial remain elusive. More than 14 years after Al-
Qaeda hijackers seized four passenger jets and killed
about 3,000 people in New York, at the Pentagon and in
Pennsylvania, the “9/11 Five” who allegedly helped
hatch the plot remain holed up in the US military’s
prison at Guantanamo Bay in southeastern Cuba.Their
case is moving at a snail’s pace, slowed by countless
defense motions and allegations of government mis-
conduct, coupled with the sheer logistical headache of
flying the judge, lawyers and other staff into and out of
America’s remote penal colony every time the men
appear in court.

At the center of the case is Pakistan-born Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, who was arrested there in 2003
and subjected to “enhanced interrogation” by the
Central Intelligence Agency, including numerous water-
boarding sessions and “rectal rehydration.” He was
transferred to Guantanamo in 2006 and has publicly
admitted to being the principal planner behind the
9/11 attacks. All five men face the death penalty, but
any verdicts are likely years away.  They are due in court
for a series of pre-trial hearings in which judge Colonel

James Pohl will try to sift through a slew of defense
motions, including one seeking to depose a former CIA
interpreter who was working on one of the defense
teams.

Further complicating matters is a workplace dispute,
in which women prison guards complained after Pohl
ordered them to stop escorting the detainees. The
defense had argued that Mohammed experienced sex-
ual humiliation while being tortured by the CIA. “He’s a
torture victim,” Mohammed’s lead attorney David Nevin
said. “Having to be handled by female guards recapitu-
lates the torture that he experienced.” Pohl in January
ordered the women guards to stop touching the
detainees, prompting outrage from senior defense offi-
cials including Pentagon chief Ashton Carter.

Brigadier General Mark Martins, the lead prosecutor,
acknowledged that frustration among relatives of those
killed on 9/11 is palpable, but the process is moving as
fast as possible.”That’s the system we set up, and it is
not driven by a timeline,” he told reporters over the
weekend. “I understand peoples’ frustrations. I hear it all
the time, I’ve got to deal with it. I’ve got to do our duty
in the law.” The other four accused are: Walid bin Attash
and Ramzi Binalshibh of Yemen, Ali Abd Al-Aziz Ali-
Mohammed’s nephew-and Mustapha al-Hawsawi of
Saudi Arabia. —AFP

‘9/11 Five’ heading back to 

court - trial still distant

BAGHDAD: German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier (left) meets with his Iraqi counterpart
Ibrahim Al-Jaafari yesterday in Baghdad. —AFP


