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KUWAIT: Gulf Cooperation Council  (GCC)
Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani said
the council is preparing a study on establish-
ing a specialized authority to supervise exe-
cuting the GCC railway project. Zayani also
stressed that the project, whose blueprint
phase is  about to be f inished, was going
according to plan and would be concluded in
2018. 

KPC meeting
Kuwait  Petroleum Corporation’s  (KPC )

Board of Directors is scheduled to meet today
to discuss the corporate and subsidiary com-
panies’ budgets for the fiscal year 2016-2017.
Notably, KPC’s net profits hit KD 500 million,
its operational cost is about KD 1 billion while
its new projects cost KD 27 billion. 

Asphalt
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW )

announced contracting a British institute spe-
cialized in preparing asphalt mixes in order to
select the most suitable ones for the ministry’s
future road projects. The ministry explained that
the institute had already prepared three differ-
ent mixes and specimens to use in paving three
sample one kilometer-long stretches of roads,
pointing out that assessing the specimens
would take at least two years, so that the sample
layers can be exposed to various effects of heat,
cold, wind, rain and friction in order to eventual-
ly decide on the best mix to be used in future
projects. 

Oil prices
Chairman of the parliamentary priorities

committee MP Yousef Al-Zalzalah said that the
record fall in oil prices to around $40 per barrel

necessitates taking a number of measures con-
cerning the state’s economic, financial and com-
mercial strategies in order to contain negative
effects on the state’s budget. “According to inter-
national reports, there are no signs of oil price
increases within the next two years,” he under-
lined, pointing out that the world is currently in
quest of alternative energies other than fossil
fuel (oil), and that considerable sums were being
invested in renewable energy.  “Kuwait is part of
this quest,” Zalzalah said, noting that KISR was
building a project to produce solar energy in Al-
Shqaya oilfield and that a new strategy ought to
be set to deal with economic and financial vari-
ables. Zalzalah criticized the government, noting
that it was incapable of setting a new feasible
economic and financial strategy. “Stock markets
reflect the economy, therefore KSE’s deteriora-
tion without having a clear governmental vision
to undo it is unacceptable,” he stressed. 

Authority to supervise 
GCC railway projectBy Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday sen-
tenced a citizen to 10 years in prison with
labor for joining and fighting with the
Nusra Front in Syria. The defendant faced
charges of committing hostile activities
against Syria by joining the group and
pledging allegiance to the organization’s
leader Abu Mohammed Al-Jolani, and
undergoing a two-month military training
course after infiltrating into Syria through
Turkey. Meanwhile, the court of misde-
meanor yesterday accepted a contest filed
by one of the defendants accused in the
2007 power emergency plan case and
acquitted him. Notably, the court recently
sentenced 15 (out of 16) former govern-
ment officials, including former MEW minis-
ter Ahmad Al-Jassar to two years in prison
with labor, KD 1,000 to suspend the sen-
tence and a KD 20,000 fine each. 

MPW projects
Well-informed Ministry of Public Works

(MPW) sources at the development proj-

ects sector said that the total projects
scheduled in this year’s budget reached
109, including construction, roads,
drainage and maintenance mega projects
with a total budget of KD 511 million. The
sources added that record achievements
had been made in these projects and that
some of them were about to conclude and
be handed over to MPW. Meanwhile, well-
informed sources at the Ministry of
Electricity and Water’s (MEW) power and
water desalination sector said that the min-
istry had allocated KD 6 million to pay shift
allowances to the sector’s employees for
the current fiscal year. 

Inspection
Responding to complaints made by the

Green Line group environmentalists,
Capital municipality teams inspected the
coastline between Green Island and Al-
Salam beach. The six-hour inspection
resulted in fining five violators for barbe-
quing along the beach and arresting a
number of peddlers. The fines varied
between KD 5 to KD 100. 

Man sentenced for
joining Nusra Front

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Residency Affairs Department
detectives arrested nine Asian nationals
who ran several fake domestic helpers’
recruitment offices. They were charged
with trading in domestic helpers as they
were found to harbor a number of runaway
maids. The arrest was made after con-
cerned authorities received information
about the gang’s activities, and found out
that all  those arrested are wanted on
absconding cases.

Traffic violations
The Traffic Department issued 3,896

citations for emergency lane violations dur-
ing last week, including 3,772 for over-
speeding on the left side emergency lane
during the period where driving there is
allowed between 6 am and 10 pm.
Meanwhile, 15 citations were issued for
driving on emergency lanes after the
allowed hours; from 10 pm to 6 am. Also,
109 citations were issued for driving on the
right emergency lane, where driving is
banned at all times.

9 arrested for running
fake maids’ offices

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait condemns
in the strongest terms the murder of
Major General Jaafar Mohammad Saad,
the governor of Aden, south Yemen, and
a number of his companions on Sunday.
This despicable terrorist crime, which
aimed to destabilize Yemen further, can
only strengthen the resolve of the coali-
tion to support the legitimate authority
in Yemen and help the country restore
security, an official of the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said tonight.
The official expressed condolences to,
and solidarity with, the families of the
victims as well as the government and
people of sisterly Yemen.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Army Sunday
brushed aside social media reports that
one of Air Force pilots taking part in
Saudi-led operation Restoration of Hope
in Yemen had refused orders. The reports
about the pilot’s refusal of orders “are
completely unfounded, undermine
national unity of the Kuwaiti people, and
negatively affect morale of Kuwait Air
Force personnel taking part in Operation
Restoration of Hope in Yemen,’ the Moral
Guidance and Public Relations
Department said in a statement. It urged
all media means not to publish any news
related to the Kuwaiti army in other
sources than the army itself. —KUNA

Kuwait denounces Aden
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KUWAIT: Minister of Justice, Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs  Yaqoub Al-Sane has
issued a ministerial decision to estab-
l ish a family insurance fund in the
Ministry of Justice. The ministry in a
press release Monday said the setting
of the fund aims at securing implemen-
tation of the judgments and decisions
issued by the Family Cour t  to pay
alimony for wives, divorced women,
children or relatives of Kuwaitis accord-
ing to regulations, in cases where the
convict is absent, or where his address
is unknown or due to failure of paying
the alimony.

The Minister added that the fund will
be run by the ministry Board of Directors,
chaired by the Minister of Justice and
Vice-President of the Court of Appeal,
with  membership of both the President
of the General Administration for imple-
mentation and Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Justice and the Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Justice Assistant for
Administrative and Financial Affairs and
adviser to the technical office of the
Minister and Director of family counsel-
ing.  He said the Fund’s management will
be also in coordination with the compe-
tent authorities. —KUNA
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