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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Acting
Premier Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Bill Gates, and members of the Board of Trustees of
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize for African Development. — Amiri Diwan photosBill Gates meets Kuwaiti businessman Jawad BuKhamseen.

KUWAIT: Bill Gates (left) is pictured during his meeting with Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem at the National Assembly yesterday. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
and Director of  Board of  Trustees of
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize for African
Development Sheik h Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and the Co-Chair of the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) Bill
Gates, and members of the Board of Trustees
of Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize for African

Development.  Meanwhile,  National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem
received Gates in his office. The two held a
meeting that addressed similarities between
the charity BMGF and the State of Kuwait, for
both are seeking to offer humanitarian aid
and relief efforts to the needy around the
globe, regardless of geographical location,
religion or ethnicity.

Gates lauded Kuwait’s humanitarian and

relief role to help the needy and the afflicted
people worldwide. He referred to the UN
honoring of His Highness the Amir as a
‘Humanitarian Leader ’ and Kuwait  as a
‘Humanitarian Center.’

Ghanem commended the exceptional
efforts by the Foundation, especially in com-
bating diseases and epidemics in the world’s
least developed areas. The chief parliamen-
tarian congratulated Gates on the state first-

degree award given to him by His Highness
the Amir earlier today in appreciation for his
tremendous efforts and distinguished tasks
in the field of humanitarian and voluntary
actions.

In addition, Ghanem voiced Kuwaitis’ grat-
itude to Gates for his recent article on the
great works and achievements of the late Dr
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait, a Kuwaiti pioneer of
relief and charity work in Africa. The meeting

was attended by head of the accompanying
mission of honor, Amiri Diwan Advisor Dr
Yousef Al-Ibrahim, and National Assembly
Secretary General Allam Al-Kanderi.

Also yesterday, Gates separately received
a number of Kuwaiti businessmen, and rep-
resentatives of charitable societies and
developmental institutions in Kuwait. Gates
also visited the Botanical Garden in Bayan
Palace. — KUNA

Amir receives Gates, Abdulrahman
Al-Sumait Prize Board of Trustees

KUWAIT: Dr Abdulraham Al-Sumait Prize for
African Development Board of Trustees approved
yesterday the topic of “Food Security” for the 2016,
while endorsing the charter of the prize. The Board
of Trustees discussed at their meeting at Bayan
Palace the nominations, selections and awarding of
the winners, a statement by Kuwait Foundation for
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) said.

The Board further discussed a paper on major
Health challenges in Africa and global sustainable
development, and how to dedicate the prize to
mobilize resources and accelerate global efforts
towards this goal.

Winners of the 2015 and 2016 prizes will be
simultaneously presented with the awards in a spe-
cial ceremony at the 4th Arab African Summit in
Equatorial Guinea, in November 2016. “Every life
has equal value. The power of the Al-Sumait Prize’s
lies in the focus on improving people’s health, edu-
cation and food security in Africa and giving them
the chance to lift themselves out of hunger and
extreme poverty,” Director General and Chairman
of the Board of the Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development Abdulatif Al-Hamad said in a
statement after the meeting.

Next generation
Bill Gates, co-Chair of Bill and Melinda Gates

Foundation, said during the board meeting that
“Through the Al-Sumait Prize, we will celebrate his
life, not just by celebrating his achievements, but
also by discovering the next generation of innova-
tions that will shape a healthier and more prosper-
ous future for Africa and lift millions out of poverty.
It’s a fitting tribute to an inspirational man and I
look forward to seeing his legacy continue in the
lives of those he sought to serve.”

“The Al-Sumait Prize is a recognition and reward
for excellence in Human Development in
Education, Health and Food Security. I am very
proud to be on the Board of Trustees of such an
important undertaking for Human Kind,” Former
President of the African Development Bank Dr
Donald Kaberuka.

Former Deputy Director General and Head of
the Department of Technical Cooperation,
International Atomic Energy Agency Dr Kwaku
Aning stated “True Africa has a lot of sustainable
development challenges and these often bedevil
national leaders on how best to prioritize. The neg-
ative impact on sustainable development of dis-
ease, lack of proper nourishment and proper edu-
cation continues to damage Africa and its future.
Al-Sumait Prize will go a long way to bring atten-
tion to these issues and encourage action both in
Africa and Globally and I thank the Emir of Kuwait
for this initiative.”

Meanwhile, Executive Member of the Board of
Public Gathering Charity Committee Kuwait Tareq
Al-Mutawa pointed out that “By backing innovative
work in health and education, such as that encour-
aged by the Al-Sumait Prizes, we can dramatically
improve both the current and future lives of people
across Africa, reducing inequity and solving
extreme poverty and disease.”

The Al-Sumait Prize is an annual award by KFAS
for the advancement of economic, social, human
resources, and infrastructure development in the
African continent. The prize has been named after
Dr Abdulrahman Al-Sumait, a Kuwaiti physician
who spent his lifetime dedicated towards helping
the poor in Africa in the field of health and educa-
tion.

The objective of the prize is the appreciation,
recognition of the best studies, scientific projects,
applied research, and innovative initiatives, which
within the Health field have made significant

impact and lasting influence in advancing progress
to economic and social development in Africa.  

Nomination extended
Director General of Kuwait Foundation for the

Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) Adnan Shihab-
Eldin had announced that nomination for Dr
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize has been extended
until next February.

“We have decided today to extend the nomina-
tion process and do further search to make sure
the winner will be well deserved,” he said in a state-
ment following the meeting. The nomination for
the 2015 will be extended until end of February
from December 31, he added, adding that “we will
begin receiving nominations for 2016 starting
January.”

Shihab-Eldin hoped the winners of the 2015
and 2016 would be awarded during the 4th Arab
African summit due in Equatorial Guinea next
November. Shihab-Eldin, also rapporteur of the
Prize, described the board meeting as “significant”
because of the importance of this prize for Africa.
“That is why it attracted these big philanthropists
and development specialists.”

The meeting, chaired by Acting Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, was also attended by Bill Gates,
co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
Abdullateef Al-Hamad, Director General and
Chairman of the Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development (AFESD), Donald Kaberuka,
President of the African Development Fund, and
Tareq Al-Mutawa, Executive member of the board
of Public Gathering Charity Committee.

“We believe this prize is not just a financial
reward but will mobilize resources and interest and
accelerate them to topic of the prizes,” said Shihab-
Eldin. “We hope the winner will be someone or
some institution that contributed in the last few
years to addressing the very important challenges
in health such as Ebola, malaria, and the health
care system in Africa,” he said. “If this prize is award-
ed to a well worthy recipient, it will trigger no
doubt additional resources, (and) additional mobi-
lization,” added the KFAS chief.

Great man
Meanwhile, AFSED chief Hamad underscored

the enormity of the occasion. “We gather here
today to honor the memory of a great man who
devoted his life to assisting the needy in the
African continent,” he said. “I hope this prize is rec-
ognized for its significance and for its profound
contributions to the betterment of human life. We
have not reviewed any applicants yet as our pri-
mary focus remains to be the aim of the prize itself,
which is sustainable development in the African
continent,” Hamad noted.

Mutawa, in remarks to KUNA after the meeting,
underscored the significance of the Sumait prize. “I
am well versed in Africa, and acknowledge the
importance of this prize due to the extensive work
behind it.  For a continent of immense size, I feel
that Africa has a lot of potential yet is often over-
looked,” Mutawa opined. “This prize aims to bolster
development in Africa in a myriad of sectors
including healthcare, agriculture and education,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Dr Ahmad Bishara, KFAS Deputy
Director General said members of the board of
trustees were “impressed by Dr. Abdulrahman Al-
Sumait and his legacy in Africa.” He said the prize
meant a lot to Kuwait because of the Arab Gulf
country’s association with Africa for a long time.

Speaking to KUNA after the meeting, Bishara
said Kuwait, through its Fund for Arab Economic

Development (KFAED), has been engaged in Africa
since its independence in 1961, and the late Al-
Sumait had great contributions to helping those in
need in Africa. 

Significant contribution
Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had
presided over a meeting for the Board of Trustees
of the prize, which is christened after late philan-
thropist Abdulrahman Al-Sumait, and commemo-
rates individuals and institutions that have made
significant contributions to the field of healthcare.

“Since independence, Kuwait has strived to con-
tribute to the growth of underdeveloped nations
around the world,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
remarked in his opening speech. “My nation has
helped finance and promote a plethora of develop-
mental projects of various realms in the African
continent.

“A mere six months after independence, Kuwait
extended its first loan to economic development in
Africa, through the AFESD,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
recalled. “Since then, Kuwait has been incessant in
its contributions to human development around
the globe.

“The AFESD have so far produced a total of 605
developmental projects, comprised of loans and
donations that have amounted to $11.3 billion.
Through these contributions, we have assisted the
African continent in meeting its needs and over-
coming obstacles,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled noted.

“In line with this profound work, the
Abdulrahman Al-Sumait prize has been initiated to
enhance the African continent’s access to nutrition,
education and healthcare. Moreover, Kuwait has
prioritized support of the international communi-
ty’s efforts of resisting the spread of contagious dis-
eases in the African continent. The AFESD has
made major contributions worth $19.850 to com-
bat ‘River Blindness,’” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
revealed.

Epidemics
The AFESD has also saved ten million lives from

succumbing to epidemics in a host of African
nations. “My country has also financed efforts to
resist the ‘Guinea Worm’ disease, with a loan
amounting to $250,000. Kuwait has also made vast
contributions to the Tropical Disease Fund with
donations totaling $1 million. Meanwhile, Kuwait
has formed a special team tasked with monitoring
the progress of humanitarian aid and contributions
initiated by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

These contributions include loans to ease the
burden that many African nations have to endure.
The loans amount to $million and will be distrib-
uted through the AFESD, in conjunction with vari-
ous international organizations. An annual mone-
tary award of $1 million will be given, which will be
sponsored by Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Development, in commemoration of Al-Sumait,”
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled noted.

“The award is a token of appreciation for a man
who dedicated his life to serving others. Through
his remarkable work, a total of 860 schools, four
colleges and 124 hospitals have been built in the
African continent. 

Al-Sumait has certainly left an indelible humani-
tarian mark in our world,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
affirmed. “The winners of the prestigious prize will
be announced shortly before the Africa Arab
Summit in Equatorial Guinea in November 2016.
The winners of the prize will be honored by His
Highness the Amir,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
announced. — KUNA 

Al-Sumait Prize to focus
on food security in 2016
Nomination extended until Feb: Shihab-Eldin

KUWAIT: (From left) His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates
attend a ceremony to honor winners of the 15th Round of His Highness Sheikh Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award. — Amiri Diwan photos

KUWAIT: The ceremony to honor winners of
the 15th Round of His Highness Sheikh Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award kicked off
yesterday at Bayan Palace, under the patron-
age of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The event was attended by His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
top Sheikhs and Microsoft co-founder and the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Co-
Chairman William Henry Gates.

The ceremony commenced with a presen-
tation video on prominent stages of the previ-
ous sessions of the award, followed by a

speech performed by Chairperson of the
award’s Board of Trustees Sheikha Aida Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah. This edition of the award is
focusing on the role of youth in developing
the country, mainly in the field of knowledge
economy, said Sheikha Aida in her speech.

Meanwhile, deputy chairman of the
award’s Supreme Committee Bassam Al-
Shamari said that the award also focused on
the humanitarian field, as in September 2015,
the award launched the ‘Humanitarian Kuwait’
application, in celebration of the anniversary
of the UN’s honoring of His Highness the Amir
as a Humanitarian Leader.

The application includes information on
Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts, Kuwaiti philan-
thropists, humanitarian organizations, infor-
mation on humanitarian projects around the
world, a section to receive donations and
recent news on humanitarian works, he
explained.

In the meantime, member of the Supreme
Committee Abdullah Al-Shihab said that
social media is affecting societies prominently
nowadays. He added that there are currently
two billion users around the world, while
there are over 200 million users in the Arab
World. In the Arab World, Facebook has the
highest record of 87 percent, followed by
Twitter at 53 percent, Youtube at 39 percent
and Instagram at 34 percent, he noted. Due to
the important role of social media, the award
conducted a study on the top Arab user of
social media as part of its project on observ-
ing the percentage of using websites and
application in the Arab World launched last
year, said Shihab.

After the officials’ speeches, His Highness
the Amir decorated Bill Gates with the
“Informatics Medal”, while also honoring win-
ners of different sections of the award, includ-
ing the best NGOs and governmental bodies’
website. — KUNA

Ceremony for Sheikh Salem
Al-Ali award winners held

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (center) cheers for
the winners.

Bill Gates greets His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) is the
official sponsor of the Cityscape Kuwait exhibi-
tion that will be held at Kuwait International
Fairgrounds under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah tomorrow, December 9, 2015 and will
last for three days.

NBK customers will have direct contact to
learn more about NBK’s real estate services and
financing offers giving it more exposure to the

market as a well-known trusted household
brand that also has a presence in key business
countries offering mortgage loans and other
real estate services. With its large international
network, NBK continues to enjoy the widest
banking presence with an international net-
work worldwide. NBK’s international presence
spans many of the world’s leading financial cen-
ters including London, Paris, Geneva, New York
and Singapore, as well as China (Shanghai).

Meanwhile, regional coverage extends to
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Turkey.

Also, NBK offers its customers in Kuwait over-
seas banking solutions, products and mort-
gages through its specialized center in Ras Al-
Salmiya branch. This first of its kind center
assists Kuwaitis and expatriates with their over-
seas banking demands in coordination with
NBK’s overseas subsidiaries. 

NBK sponsors CityScape Kuwait Exhibition 


