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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
yesterday at Bayan palace the Head of
Government of the Federal District  the
Mayor of Mexico City Miguel Angel and his
accompanying delegation. The meeting was
attended by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and the
Asimah (Capital) Governor Major General
Thabet Al-Muhanna. 

Separately, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received Chief of the National
Security Apparatus Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah, and National Assembly’s
Deputy Speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej.

Later, National Assembly Speaker

Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem received in his
office Mayor of Mexico City Miguel Angel
and his accompanying delegation. The
meeting was attended by National
Assembly Observer MP Abdullah Al-Tamimi
and Head of the Kuwaiti parliamentary
friendship committee MP Yousef Al-Zalzalah
and the Asimah governor Major General
Thabet Al-Muhanna.

Meanwhile, Ghanem also received the UK
Prime Minister’s envoy and Deputy National
Security Adviser Paddy McGuinness, accom-
panied by the British Ambassador to Kuwait
Mathew Lodge. The meeting was attended
by Head of the Parliamentary Legislative and
Legal Affairs Committee MP Mubarak Al-
Hurais. —KUNA
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RIYADH: The subject of the fight against terror-
ism has dominated on the concerns of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC), making it at the fore-
front of the concerns of the GCC leaders and will
be among the top priorities for their discussions
at the 36th GCC summit due in Riyadh tomor-
row.

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) considers
that terrorism acts are contrary to the teachings
of Islam, its values, morals and humanitarian
principles and poses a threat to the Gulf commu-
nities and the world.

The growing extremist terrorist movements
and the spread of sectarian thought have posed
serious challenges in the region, thus, prompt-
ing the GCC countries to protect their security,
stability and worked on maintaining their gains
and achievements of the development.

Also, the concentration of many groups and
organizations designated by the United Nations
as terrorist in volatile security areas and geo-
graphically close to the GCC countries constitut-
ed a grave security concern to keep away from
the impact of the activities of these groups and
organizations.

Common strategies
The GCC states have been witnessing various

political and security movements at the highest
levels to develop common strategies and coop-
eration with the international community to
eradicate terrorism, especially as the three coun-
tries of the Council namely Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and Bahrain recently had been targeted by a
number of terrorist attacks which killed scored of
innocent victims.

The GCC countries have adopted local steps
through religious, media and social awareness
campaigns to educate communities about dan-
gers of drifting behind the terrorist misleading
ideas that seek to sow discord between the peo-
ple of one homeland and undermine the unity
of the community, as well as urging them not to
respond to such ideas.

At the level of political moves, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, and Bahrain joined the
international coalition led by America against
the organization of the so-called Islamic State or
(IS), one of the largest terrorist organizations in
the region, through the provision of political and
logistical assistance to the alliance.

The GCC countries also supported the
Security Council resolution No 2199 of 2015,
which passed unanimously under Chapter VII on
drying up the sources of terrorist financing and
to tighten control over the terrorists and trap-
ping financing of IS and the Nusra front.

The decision called for preventing the trade
of goods and valuable material in Syrian and Iraq
at areas controlled by terrorist organizations,
strengthening the prohibition on the funding
sources received by such organizations, while
stressing the obligation of States to ensure that
no funds, financial assets or economic resources
go for the benefit of the terrorist groups linked
to Al-Qaeda. 

Joint coordination
And about the positions of the Gulf States to

counter-terrorism, the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz had
stressed during the fourth summit between the
Arab countries and the countries of Latin
America in November on the pursuit of joint
coordination in the face of the threat of terror-
ism. The King said, “We look forward to coordi-
nate our positions towards the issues on the
international arena and the fight against terror-
ism, extremism and to spread the culture of
peace and dialogue”.

His Highness the Prime Minister of Kuwait
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had
said during a meeting with heads of Arab News
Agencies in November in Kuwait, “Kuwait has
warned other countries of this growing danger
that has no homeland or religion where no sin-
gle nation alone can unless with concerted
efforts to track down and eradicate terrorism”.

The premier stressed the need for continued
cooperation between the security services in the
different countries and the exchange of informa-
tion to track down terrorists and drying the
sources of financing and to pursue them every-
where and then eliminate them.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also stressed during his meeting with
heads of Arab News Agencies in November that
terrorism outbreak in the region made matters
take a negative trend, stressing that this would
not diminish the resolve of the GCC’s commit-
ment to achieve the aspiration of the GCC peo-
ples for prosperity.

The Interior Ministers of the GCC States who
had late last month in Doha emphasized the
interest of these countries for joint security coor-
dination to fight terrorism and the threat posed
to the Gulf societies.  Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah said that the developments of the
security situation in the region “is now threaten-
ing the security of our people and the best inter-
ests of our countries and pose a threat to our civ-
ilization, economic and cultural achievements”.

The Saudi Crown Prince and Interior Minister,
Prince Mohammed bin Nayef bin Abdul Aziz said
the GCC will continue the efforts of joint cooper-
ation and coordination to confront the terrorist
campaigns targeting security and stability.

He said that terrorism is a crime against the
entire human society, which requires the coop-
eration of everyone and the faith of those
behind such terrorist activities should not be
used to offend a particular race or nation.

Real causes
In turn, Prime Minister and Minister of Interior

of Qatar, Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser Al-Thani
stressed the support of the GCC states for the
regional and international efforts to combat ter-
rorism, stressing that fighting terrorism will only
be achieved through the elimination of the real
causes, whether political, social, religious, sectari-
an or other reasons.

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has con-
firmed in line with its initial conviction of the
need to address the phenomenon of terrorism
through regional and international efforts, it had
approved a security strategy to combat extrem-
ism associated with terrorism in 2002 and
released in the same year (Muscat Declaration)
on counter-terrorism. The GCC states also signed
the GCC agreement to combat terrorism in 2004
and then formed a security committee to fight
terrorism in 2006 which hold meetings on a reg-
ular basis.

The Mosque of Imam Al-Sadeq in Al-Sawaber
area in Kuwait suffered a terrorist bombing last
June 26 during Friday prayers in the holy
Ramadan as a suicide bomber killed 26 people
and injured 227 others. Saudi Arabia also wit-
nessed during the past few months a number of
bombings of four mosques in the areas of Qatif,
Dammam, Asir and Najran resulted in the deaths
and wounding of dozens.

Bahrain also witnessed last July a suicide ter-
rorist attack in the town of Sitra that targeted
policemen during their duty killing two of them
and wounding a third seriously, in addition to
the injury of five police officers.

GCC Secretary General Dr Abdullaatif Al-
Zayani said in a press statement after an earlier
meeting of GCC foreign ministers that the GCC
joint action and topics related to the develop-
ment of the Gulf Cooperation and Integration
will be on the agenda of the 36th summit. He
said the ministers expressed their strong con-
demnation of the multiple terrorist attacks in
the French capital Paris, which left behind a
large number of innocent civilian killed and
wounded. —KUNA
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RIYADH: Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Dr Abdullatif Al-
Zayani has praised the efforts of the state
of Kuwait in boosting the joint Gulf march.
Zayani expressed in a statement to KUNA
yesterday his admiration of the noble
efforts exerted by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
in consolidating the Gulf unity and solidari-
ty and his keenness to push forward the
march of the Gulf Cooperation Council for
achieving more accomplishments that are
in the best interest of the GCC peoples.

He added that the wise directives of His
Highness the Amir always call for bolstering
cooperation among the GCC states and
establishing joint projects for the best inter-
est of the GCC states and their peoples.

He said he is confident the meeting of
the GCC leaders in their 36th summit
tomorrow would come out with tangible
results, pointed out that the agenda is full
of significant issues pertinent to the joint
GCC action as well as a number of topics of
concern to the region that must be
addressed thoroughly. 

Terrorism
Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for

GCC Affairs Nasser Al-Mezyen said mean-
while that the issue of terrorism has been
extensively discussed during the senior-
level meeting of the GCC drafting commit-
tee. “Terrorism has become a global phe-

nomenon that poses a threat to the securi-
ty of the Gulf region and other parts of the
world,” Ambassador Mezyen told KUNA fol-
lowing the committee meeting Sunday
night.

“However, it’s unfair to associate this
phenomenon with a particular race or
faith,” he said noting that the so-called
Islamic State (IS) is only a manifestation of
this serious phenomenon. The conferees
stressed the need to join forces to combat
the terrorist organizations through both
ideological and security means, the Kuwaiti
diplomat pointed out.

He added that the meeting, besides the
security issue, discussed other political and
economic topics relating to the GCC joint
action as well as regional issues of common
concern such as the situations in Syria,
Yemen, Libya, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and
the GCC relations with Iran.   

“We have also debated the progress of
strategic dialogues with the world’s major
powers and regional economic blocs,”
Mezyen disclosed. Regarding Saudi Arabia’s
plan to host a meeting of the Syrian opposi-
tion groups, he said the GCC representatives
warmly welcomed this plan as a means of
realizing the aspirations of the Syrian people
for stability and security. On Yemen, the con-
ferees reaffirmed the GCC commitment to
support the legitimate authority in the sis-
terly Yemen under President Abd-Rabbuh
Mansour Hadi. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah pre-
pares to leave for Riyadh yesterday to chair
Kuwait’s delegation to the 137th supplementary
preparatory session of the ministerial council for
the 36th GCC summit. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah meets
with British Deputy National Security Adviser, Intelligence Security and
Resilience Paddy McGuinness.

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah meets
with Director of Bahraini National Security Adel Al-Fadhel.

KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah held separate talks
Sunday with British Deputy National
Security Adviser, Intelligence Security
and Resilience Paddy McGuinness, and
Director of Bahraini National Security
Adel Al-Fadhel over bilateral security
cooperation.

In a press statement, the Interior
Ministry said that Sheikh Mohammad
Khaled discussed with Paddy and his
accompanying delegation means to bol-
ster the deeply-rooted Kuwaiti-British
relations. They also tackled security

cooperation, exchange of information
and expertise and the regional and
international development of common
interest.

Separately, Sheikh Mohammad held a
meeting with Bahraini National Security
Agency Director Al-Fadhel and his
accompanying delegation. The meeting
focused on boosting bilateral relations
and cooperation in fighting terror and
organized crimes. They also discussed
issues of common interest. During the
meeting, Sheikh Mohammad stressed
that the Gulf countries’ security is one
whole and indivisible. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali
Al-Obaidi said Sunday that health-
care is a useful lever to achieve the
goals of comprehensive develop-
ment and gauge the progress of the
society. He extolled the late couple
Shaikhan Al-Faresi and his wife
Sharifa Al-Awadhi for donating KD
1.5 million to the launching of a
health center in Surra area.

“This generous donation reflects
a clear vision for investment in
human development which is the
key to comprehensive develop-
ment,” the minister told reporters
while inaugurating the center
named after the two donors.

“Shaikhan Al-Faresi and Sharifa
Al-Awadhi Health Center covers a
total area of 5,500 square meters
and is composed of a two-story
building, which has the world’s lat-
est medical equipment, and a car
parking area,” Dr Obaidi pointed
out.

The ground floor includes the
casualty reception and the primary
health wards such as the general
medicine, family medicine, dia-
betes, nursery, pharmacy and labo-
ratory, while the first floor includes
the clinics of pediatrics, psychiatric
counseling, dentistry, breast cancer
early detection, and chronic dis-

eases, he noted.
“The center will offer integrated

healthcare for a total of 364,760 res-
idents in Surra area from 7:00 am to
midnight daily,” he said, voicing
confidence in the keenness of the
medical staff of the center to make
the center a launch pad for health
awareness programs in partnership
with government bodies and civil
society actors.

The minister affirmed the com-
mitment of his ministry to the initia-
tives meant to promote health
awareness among the public such
as the health cities program which
is part of the state plan for compre-

hensive development and falls in
the framework of the post-2015
development agenda.

“Kuwait ’s assumption of the
presidency of the 62nd session of
the Regional Committee for the
Eastern Mediterranean of the World
Health Organization adds a new
responsibility for us to boost the
capacity of our entire health system,
particularly the primary health sec-
tor,” he stressed.

Dr Al-Obaidi noted that his min-
istry made headway in leveraging
the electronic system of primary
health information, and the imple-
mentation of a new scientific

methodology for assessing the
progress in preventive medicine
and treatment.

Meanwhile, Abdulrahman
Shaikhan said his philanthropic par-
ents had a deep conviction in the
importance of helping sick people
and promoting health. He added
that Dr Al-Obaidi oversaw the
progress of the construction
process of the center and equip-
ping it. He thanked the Zakat House
and its board chairman, the Minister
of Justice and Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane, for
their supervisory role in the imple-
mentation of this project. —KUNA

Healthcare drives up development: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi inaugurates the Shaikhan Al-Faresi and Sharifa Al-
Awadhi Health Center. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets Head of Government of the Federal District the Mayor of Mexico City
Miguel Angel. —Amiri Diwan photo


