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a month 
but starting 
to struggle

Amir honors Gates with state award, informatics medal

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah yesterday received Bill Gates, Microsoft
cofounder and co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, with the attendance of HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, on the occa-
sion of his official visit to the country.

Sheikh Sabah decorated Gates with the state first-
degree award in appreciation for his tremendous efforts
and distinguished tasks in the field of humanitarian and
voluntary actions. “I want to thank His Highness the Amir
for welcoming me on my first visit to Kuwait. It is an hon-
or to meet a man who has had such an important role in
global development, and (to) discuss ways to further our
partnership,” Gates said. HH the Amir also decorated
Gates with the informatics medal at the Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award at Bayan Palace.

Later, in an open dialogue session with young
Kuwaitis at Bayan Palace yesterday, Gates said he was
“very impressed” with the level of generosity of the
youth of Kuwait, describing his visit to Kuwait as “fitting”
to his second career in philanthropy. Gates again
thanked HH Sheikh Sabah for inviting him to the coun-
try, offering sage advice to the youth gathered at the
ballroom by saying “passion is the most important attrib-
ute to attaining prosperity”.

Gates stressed the importance of a sound college
education, calling it a chance to “explore and familiarize
oneself with the world” in order to make a huge differ-
ence. In order to make a difference, he said, “we don’t
have to have a lot of money or a lot of time.
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KUWAIT: Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates receives the state first-degree award (left) and informatics medal (right) from HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah during ceremonies at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA  (See Page 3)

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama
vowed Sunday that America would destroy
the Islamic State group and hunt down its
followers at home or abroad, in a rare
address from the Oval Office to a jittery
nation. Facing questions about his leader-
ship and strategy, Obama harnessed the
highest trappings of US power to calm a
country rattled by a rampage in California
that killed 14 people. “After so much war,
many Americans are asking whether we are
confronted by a cancer that has no immedi-
ate cure,” Obama said in a solemn speech,
adding that the San Bernardino massacre
was evidence of an “evolving” and increas-
ingly homegrown threat.

As a father of two daughters, Obama
said, he could imagine himself or his kin in
San Bernardino or in Paris, where scores of
people were killed last month in attacks
claimed by Islamic State. “Here’s what I want
you to know,” he said. “The threat from ter-
rorism is real, but we will overcome it. We
will destroy ISIL and any other organization
that tries to harm us,” he said. “Our military
will continue to hunt down terrorist plotters
in any country where it is necessary.”

Obama urged Muslims in America and
around the world to “decisively and
unequivocally reject the hateful ideology
that groups like ISIL and Al-Qaeda promote.”
He detailed a multi-pronged strategy
against the jihadists that will rely as much
on community action, technology and
countering propaganda as military force.

It is just the third time Obama has deliv-
ered an Oval Office address - used by presi-
dents since Harry Truman to convey resolve

in the face of a national crisis. A senior
administration official said the speech was
designed to convey the seriousness with
which Obama was taking the shootings,
which are being investigated as a terror
attack. On Wednesday, US-born Syed Farook
and his Pakistani wife Tashfeen Malik
dropped off their six-month-old daughter
with her grandmother, donned tactical gear
and burst into an office party full of Farook’s
co-workers, spraying them with bullets.
Obama said the pair “had gone down the
dark path of radicalization”. “They had stock-
piled assault weapons, ammunition, 
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DUBAI/ABU DHABI: Kuwait’s government is
showing a willingness to push forward fiscal
reforms including subsidy cuts needed to sup-
port its currency in an era of low oil prices, a
senior IMF official said. Gulf states, including
Kuwait, traditionally relied on petrodollar rev-
enues to fuel public sector spending and
social programs, but the slump in the oil price
since the middle of last year has forced gov-
ernments to make difficult decisions to reign
in significant budget deficits.

Kuwait’s budget for the year that began on
April 1 projects a deficit of KD 8.18 billion ($27
billion), after the transfer of 10 percent of the
revenues to the Future Generations Fund, part
of Kuwait’s sovereign wealth fund. 

There now seems to be a “willingness” to
introduce reforms on subsidies and boost the
country ’s fiscal position, Prasad
Ananthakrishnan, IMF mission chief to Kuwait,
told reporters in a conference call. “Authorities
will go very gradually to ensure that the peo-
ple who deserve those subsidies are not affect-
ed,” Ananthakrishnan said.
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RIYADH: (From left) Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Qatari
Foreign Minister Khalid Al-Attiyah, Omani Foreign Minister Youssef bin Alawi, Saudi
Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir, Bahraini Foreign Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Khalifa
and Emirati Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nahyan pose for a picture during a
meeting of Gulf foreign ministers in the Saudi capital yesterday, ahead of the Gulf
Cooperation Council summit due to be held tomorrow and expected to focus on the
conflicts in Syria and Yemen. — AFP 

Obama tells fearful US

that IS will be defeated

WASHINGTON: US President Barack
Obama speaks during an address to
the nation from the Oval Office of the
White House on Sunday. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Mohammad Tana yesterday
sent a series of questions to Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih
over attending a function for the dis-
abled in what appears to be a prepara-
tion of a second grill ing. Tana has
announced that he will file a request to
grill Subaih because she walked out from
a function for the disabled in Jahra
although she was supposed to represent
HH the Amir.

The lawmaker claimed that the minis-
ter arrived at the event venue at 6.00 pm
although she was informed in the invita-
tion that the function was due to start at

7.00 pm. As a result, the minister walked
out of the function before it even started,
he said. In his questions, Tana asked the
minister if she knew that the event was
going to start at 7 pm and still arrived
one hour earlier. He asked the minister if
she had officially requested the organiz-
ers to convene the function one hour
ahead of schedule.

Tana grilled the minister in the open-
ing session of the new term on Oct 27
over alleged financial and administrative
violations. The grilling ended without fil-
ing a no-confidence motion and the min-
ister pledged to carry out a number of
recommendations.
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Preachers’ deportation questioned ALEPPO: Syrian men remove a toddler from the rubble of a building following
an air strike by Syrian government forces on the Sukkari neighborhood of this
northern city yesterday. — AFP 

DAMASCUS: Syria expressed outrage yes-
terday after a suspected US-led coalition
strike for the first time killed regime troops,
but the coalition denied its warplanes hit
an army base. In a letter to the United
Nations Security Council and Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon, Syria’s foreign min-
istry condemned what it called a “flagrant
aggression” that killed at least three sol-
diers late Sunday. But a spokesman for the

US-led coalition said its only strikes in the
area on Sunday were some 55 km south-
east of the Syrian army base.

“The Syrian Arab Republic strongly con-
demns this flagrant aggression by the US-led
coalition forces, which blatantly violates the
objectives of the UN charter,” the foreign
ministry said in the letter. It demanded the
Council “act immediately in the face of this 
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By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A 42-year-old Filipina housemaid miraculous-
ly escaped death after trying to escape from her
employer’s home, but was severely injured in the
process. Norlita (not real name), claimed that she was
fleeing her sponsor, a police officer, after he severely
beat her, and in her attempt fell while climbing down
from the rooftop.

Now at Mubarak Hospital, the woman has under-
gone major surgery and is awaiting further surgeries to
repair damage to her spine and other injuries sustained
in the beating and the fall. She told Kuwait Times, in
the presence of Philippine Charge d’Affaires and Consul
General Raul Dado and ATN Officer Mar Hassan, that
she was beaten severely by her sponsor, a police officer.
She alleged that he slammed her to the ground several
times, smashed her head against the wall and floor and
strangled her before severely whipping her head with a
police belt. Norlita, who could barely speak, can only
move her head and one hand - the rest of her body is
paralyzed, although it’s unclear if this is temporary or
permanent damage. “I was trying to escape when I fell
from the second floor,” she narrated. “My sponsor stran-
gled me with his hand and flung me about many times.
He hit my head against the wall and floor and told me
he could kill me any time because he is a police officer,”
she said. “I was afraid and tried to flee from the roof,
and from there I accidentally fell. 
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