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TEHRAN: Hair transplant have become
very popular among youth in Iran due to
its high success rate, low cost and effec-
tiveness in sustaining as well as retain-
ing individuals’ youthful looks. Speaking
to KUNA on the popularity of hair trans-
plant, specialist and Dermatologist Dr
Torg Makrami said that youth were
increasingly seeking treatment for the
lack of hair on their heads, opting for the
hair transplant procedure as a solution
for their baldness which is mainly due to
genetic reasons.

Clients usually are young men or old-
er people who are seeking to retain their
youthful looks, said Dr Makrami, adding
that women were also amongst his
clients. On the procedure, Dr Makrami
said that the hair transplant usually was
conducted without general anesthesia
and it would take around four to six
hours to get done depending on the
amount of hair being transplanted.

He noted that hair was usually taken
from the back of the head and trans-
planted into areas which are in need of

hair. The amount of hair pulled from the
back of the head should not exceed 50
percent otherwise a visible mark will be
left after the operation, said the special-
ist, adding that the hair planted in the
bald spots would not fall at all due to
the fact that the transplanted hair will
not be affected by the body ’s hor-
mones.

Dr Makrami said that hair transplanti-
ng was not an independent branch of
medicine, adding that it was taught with-
in dermatology at college level. He noted
that medical students are required to
take specialized courses in hair trans-
planting before being able to conduct
the procedure legally. On his part, Abbas
Burhani, 45, said that he had went for the
hair transplanting procedure and was
flabbergasted by the good results. As for
the reasons, Burhani said that he was
eager to look younger and therefore he
underwent hair transplanting. The proce-
dure was easy and less risky than other
operations and the results are great, said
Burhani. —KUNA
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TEHRAN: Specialist and Dermatologist Dr Torg Makrami. —KUNA

DUBAI: Al-Noor Hospitals Group, the
largest private healthcare company in
Abu Dhabi, is extending its networking
system with the deployment of Avaya
SDN Fx technology at a purpose-built
data center in its new hospital in Al-
Ain. The project is being delivered by
Avaya partner, PACMDS.

Founded in 1985, Al-Noor provides
a complete continuum of healthcare
services and has expanded to currently
operate three hospitals and 17 medical
centers and clinics across the United
Arab Emirates and Oman. The compa-
ny employs more than 4,000 staff and
5,400 patients entrust it with their
healthcare needs every day. 

When the new data center is com-
pleted, Al-Noor Hospital will relocate
its disaster recovery operations from a
hosted facility in Jebel Ali, allowing the
group to reduce operating costs and
manage resources more effectively.
The Avaya SDN Fx technology has

reduced the time taken for Al Noor to
achieve a return to operations in the
event of an outage from a period of
hours to just minutes. 

Al-Noor began deploying Avaya’s
fabric technology in 2014, based on the
Virtual Services Platform 9000 core
switch platform. Avaya SDN Fx offers a
future-proof foundation for today’s
megatrends-network virtualization,
cloud, mobility, and video-while simpli-
fying the network and reducing opera-
tional costs. The company has been
working with Avaya since 2008 and the
entire group operates on Avaya’s IP
telephony solutions. Equipped with the
latest and most advanced medical
equipment, Al-Noor remains an innova-
tor, always keen to introduce the latest
diagnostic and treatment techniques.
In 2009, Al-Noor was presented with
the acclaimed Sheikh Khalifa Excellence
Award, Gold Category for its contribu-
tion to healthcare. 
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SAINT LOUIS, Senegal: Behind the remains of
washed-away fences, crumbling houses dot an
expanse of the northern Senegalese coastline
where a swollen river and an advancing sea are
swallowing villages whole. The fishing commu-
nity of Goxu Mbath is one of many districts in
the city of Saint Louis, the former colonial capi-
tal of French west Africa that, little by little, is
disappearing under water. “The waves sur-
prised us at night. It was October 20. The water
hit hard and knocked down walls,” says Awa
Sarr Fall, 68, outside her badly damaged ocean-
front house.  “We are calling for the help of the
state and we’re willing to move elsewhere.” 

The village is on the Langue de Barbarie, a
densely populated spit of land that is home to
nearly 120,000 people. Colorful dugout canoes
are berthed on the sandy former peninsula,
which protects the heart of the old colonial
city from the Atlantic’s fearsome breakers. An
archipelago in the mouth of the Senegal River
often referred to as the “Venice of Africa”, St
Louis is anchored precariously between the
fast-flowing currents of the swollen waterway
and the ocean. A 2008 UN-HABITAT report list-
ed the city of 250,000, which is plagued by
flooding during the rainy season when the riv-
er overflows, as the most vulnerable in Africa
to rising sea levels.

The upheavals “are in part linked to climate
change”, but also “people have poorly designed
their habitat space”, says Pape Gombo Lo, a pro-
fessor at Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar.
Named after Louis XIV, the UNESCO World
Heritage site on the Mauritanian border was
founded in 1659, becoming the first French set-
tlement of l’Afrique Occidentale, trading in
slaves.

Scientists say climate change is exacerbating
the problem with increasingly heavy rain and a
rise in the sea level.  On a visit to Senegal in
2014, the UN special representative on disaster
risk, Margareta Wahlstrom, expressed concern
for the fate of coastal and riverside towns, with
some mayors telling her their villages spent 10
months out of 12 underwater. “We want to
move but we don’t have the means. No authori-
ty has come to see us since the damage,” says
Abibatou Fall, another Goxu Mbath resident.

Pessimism 
In 2003, heavy rain in the drainage basin of

the Senegal River alarmed the authorities who,
fearing flooding, dug a new channel for the riv-
er water across the Langue de Barbarie. As the
sea flooded into the river mouth the canal
widened, from four meters at the outset to a
gaping breach that is five kilometers (three
miles) wide today. “The forecasts are pessimistic
for the Langue de Barbarie,” says Balla Gueye,
the city official in charge of the environment.

“The whole coast of St Louis is threatened,”
he said, adding that the city council had called
on the state for help. By way of response, the

government recently announced a breakwater
construction project that will cost one billion
CFA francs ($1.6 million, 1.5 million euros).    

The island community of Doune Baba Dieye,
situated about ten minutes by motorized canoe
from the mouth of the river, was the first casu-
alty in St Louis. “The water has engulfed the
island and the people are gone,” said the former
village chief, Ameth Sene Diagne.

Shipwrecked 
Diagne and his 800 neighbors had made

their living from the precious mullet, sardines,
bonga and tilapia that once thrived in the man-
groves but disappeared after the salt water of
the Atlantic began encroaching into the river.
Diagne, a father of 16 children from two wives,
was the last to flee when the sea claimed his
village in 2012. “All this is due to the breach,”
says Diagne, one of the lucky ones who had

enough money to build a new house further
inland.

“We do not want it but in this country when
you do not have a university degree, no one lis-
tens to you.”  The nearby village of Keur Bernard
was also deserted and others including Pilote
Barre are threatened with extinction, according
to experts.  The breach has also cost lives.
Fishermen who use the canal to go to sea are

sometimes shipwrecked on sandbanks, says El
Hadji Boubacar Dia, a local environmental offi-
cial, estimating at nearly 200 the number of
people killed since 2003. Sea turtles and migra-
tory birds are also at grave risk from the loss of
habitat. The results of a government study are
expected by the end of the year “to see what to
do with the breach, to close it or stabilize it,”
says Moussa Fall ,  head of the Langue de
Barbarie national park. —AFP
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SAINT-LOUIS, Senegal : A picture taken in Saint-Louis du Senegal shows the remains of
houses in the Gokhou Mbathe district that were abandoned because of the approach-
ing sea. —AFP photos

SAINT-LOUIS, Senegal : A picture shows wave breakers to protect houses in the Gokhou
Mbathe district against the approaching sea. 

MIAMI: Bees are declining worldwide but other insects are just as
important for pollinating certain major crops and may be more resilient
to environmental changes, scientists said Monday. The study in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, a peer-reviewed US
journal, was based on 39 field studies from five different continents.
Researchers found that flies, butterflies, moths, beetles, wasps, ants and
thrips visit provide, on average, 39 percent of visits to crop flowers. 

And crops such as mangoes, custard apples, kiwi fruit, coffee and
canola depend on non-bee pollinators, said the study led by Australian
researchers. Therefore, farmers who use pesticides that spare bees but
kill other insects might be making a mistake, they argued. “We are trying
to get the message out there to use scientific findings such as these to
promote a change in agricultural practices,” said co-author Margie
Mayfield, a plant ecologist at the University of Queensland. “The global
reliance on honeybees for pollination is a risky strategy given the

threats to the health of managed honeybee populations due to pests
and diseases such as Varroa mites and colony collapse disorder,”
Mayfield added.

“Non-bee insects are an insurance against bee population declines.”
Until now, little research has focused on the role of non-bee pollinators
in the multi-billion dollar agriculture industry. But lead author Romina
Rader from the University of New England, Armidale, said the team dis-
covered that non-bee pollinators were crucial to the ecosystem, per-
forming anywhere from 25 to 50 per cent of the total number of flower
visits. “Although non-bees were less effective pollinators than bees per
flower visit, they provided slightly more visits,” Rader said. “These two
factors compensated for each other, resulting in pollination services
similar to bees.” Non-bee pollinators were also found to be less sensitive
to habitat fragmentation than bees, offering even more reason to pro-
tect them in the future, the authors said. —AFP

Flies, wasps, beetles are important pollinators too


