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Curry stars as unbeaten Warriors march on Page 17

CLEVELAND: Baltimore Ravens wide receiver Kamar Aiken (11) reaches for a touchdown after a 15-yard pass in the second half of an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns on Monday, Nov 30, 2015. —AP 

NEW YORK: Will Hill returned a last-gasp blocked
field goal attempt for a touchdown as the Baltimore
R avens scored a dramatic  33-27 win over  the
Cleveland Browns on Monday. The Ravens had looked
set to suffer an agonizing late defeat as Cleveland
kicker Travis Coons stepped up for what would have
been a game-winning 51-yard field goal with the last
play of regulation. 

But Baltimore defensive end Brent Urban blocked
the kick and safety Hill scooped up the loose ball to
gallop down the sideline to snatch a sensational win
for the Ravens. “It was almost a game of redemption,”
Ravens coach John Harbaugh said.  “Will Hill didn’t do
a very good job in coverage. He got fooled a little bit
and gave up a touchdown pass. He comes back, picks
it up and runs it in.  “All the guys on the field-goal-
block team set the wall down the sideline. It was a
thing of beauty.”

The victor y saw the Ravens,  playing without
injured quarterback Joe Flacco, improve to 4-7,
although they remain in third in the AFC North stand-
ings behind division leaders the Cincinnati Bengals
(9-2) and Pittsburgh (6-5).  The Browns are last in the

division at 2-9 and have now lost 14 of their last 16
games stretching back to last season. “It’s a tough
one to wrap your brain around,” Browns coach Mike
Pettine said. “It’s frustrating. The guys battled back
from some deficits. We didn’t finish it.” Baltimore had
looked to have done enough for victory when kicker
Justin Tucker converted a 35-yard field goal in the
fourth quarter to give the Ravens a 27-20 lead.

But Cleveland quarterback Austin Davis-pressed
into action after Josh McCown left the field with a
shoulder injury in the fourth quarter-connected with
wide receiver Travis Benjamin on a 42-yard touch-
down pass with 1:47 left to tie the game at 27-27. The
momentum appeared to be with Cleveland on the
final drive as Coons stepped up for his shot at glory.
The final twist came, though, when Urban somehow
managed to get a hand to the attempt and Hill
grabbed the ball to run for the score.  Browns kicked
Coons was baffled at the missed field goal. “It felt
really good coming off my foot,” Coons said. “I was
really surprised. I don’t know if it was me. As soon as
it comes off your foot and you hear another thud,
that’s not a good thing.” — AFP 

Last-gasp drama as Ravens stun Browns

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT    
New England 10 1 0 1 347 212 .909   
NY Jets 6 5 0 0 272 228 .545   
Buffalo 5 6 0 0 266 257 .455   
Miami 4 7 0 0 225 287 .364   

AFC North
Cincinnati 9 2 0 0 297 193 .818   
Pittsburgh 6 5 0 1 266 230 .545   
Baltimore 4 7 0 1 259 276 .364   
Cleveland 2 9 0 1 213 310 .182   

AFC South
Indianapolis 6 5 0 1 249 260 .545   
Houston 6 5 0 0 232 234 .545   
Jacksonville 4 7 0 1 236 299 .364   
Tennessee 2 9 0 0 203 257 .182   

AFC West
Denver 9 2 0 0 252 207 .818   
Kansas City 6 5 0 0 287 220 .545   
Oakland 5 6 0 0 264 280 .455   
San Diego 3 8 0 0 244 307 .273   

National Football Conference
NFC East

Washington 5 6 0 1 241 267 .455   
NY Giants 5 6 0 0 287 273 .455   
Philadelphia 4 7 0 0 243 274 .364   
Dallas 3 8 0 2 204 261 .273   

NFC North
Minnesota 8 3 0 0 231 194 .727   
Green Bay 7 4 0 0 262 215 .636   
Chicago 5 6 0 1 231 264 .455   
Detroit 4 7 0 0 230 288 .364   

NFC South
Carolina 11 0 0 0 332 205 1.000  
Atlanta 6 5 0 1 260 234 .545   
Tampa Bay 5 6 0 0 248 279 .455   
New Orleans 4 7 0 1 261 339 .364   

NFC West
Arizona 9 2 0 0 355 229 .818   
Seattle 6 5 0 2 267 222 .545   
St. Louis 4 7 0 1 186 230 .364   
San Francisco 3 8 0 0 152 271 .273   

NFL results/standings
Baltimore 33, Cleveland 27.

LONDON: China planted its flag in the English
Premier League yesterday as a consortium of
Chinese investors bought a 13 percent stake in
Manchester City’s parent company for $400 million
(377 million euros). China Media Capital (CMC) and
CITIC Capital have purchased the stake in City
Football Group (CFG), which had previously been
wholly owned by the Abu Dhabi United Group
(ADUG), just weeks after Chinese President Xi
Jinping visited the club.

The deal is part of the CFG’s strategy of expand-
ing into Chinese football and reflects Xi’s aim to
turn his country into a “football powerhouse”. “The
deal will create an unprecedented platform for the
growth of CFG clubs and companies in China and
internationally, borne out of CFG’s ability to pro-
vide a wealth of industry expertise and resources
to the rapidly developing Chinese football indus-
try,” CFG, CMC and CITIC said in a joint statement.
“The capital from the share acquisition will be used
by City Football Group to fund its China growth,
further CFG international business expansion
opportunities and further develop CFG infrastruc-
ture assets.”

As well as Manchester City, the current Premier
League leaders, CFG also owns New York City FC
and Melbourne City FC and is a minority sharehold-
er in Japanese club Yokohama F Marinos. The deal,
which values CFG at around $3 billion, is still sub-
ject to regulatory approval. It comes after Xi was
given a tour of Manchester City, twice Premier
League champions in recent years, during a state
visit to Britain in October. British chancellor George
Osborne had previously announced a £3 million
($4.5 million) investment package for grassroots
football in China. Earlier this year, Xi released a 50-
point plan to turn the country into a “football pow-

erhouse”, including proposals to set up 50,000 foot-
ball schools across the country.

The Premier League is hugely popular in China
and David Beckham, one of its foremost icons, has
been a global ambassador for Chinese football
since March 2013. The list of owners of Premier
League clubs includes investors from Russia,
Thailand and the United States, but China has nev-
er previously made such a significant investment in
one of the division’s superpowers.

“Football  is  the most loved, played and
watched sport in the world and in China, the expo-
nential growth pathway for the game is both
unique and hugely exciting,” said CFG chairman
Khaldoon Al Mubarak. “We have therefore worked
hard to find the right partners and to create the
right deal structure to leverage the incredible
potential that exists in China, both for CFG and for
football at large.” CMC chairman Li Ruigang will
join the CFG board, becoming its seventh member.
“We and our consortium partner CITIC Capital ...
see this investment as a prime opportunity for fur-
thering the contribution of China to the global
football family,” Li said.

Prior to Tuesday’s announcement, the ADUG, an
investment arm of the Abu Dhabi royal family, was
the CFG’s sole shareholder. The ADUG was formed in
2008 when Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan
completed the purchase of City from former
Thailand prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. It made
City, who have spent much of their existence in the
shadow of cross-town rivals Manchester United, one
of the world’s richest clubs. Investment in players,
coaching staff and new facilities has led to notable
on-pitch success, including Premier League tri-
umphs in 2012 and 2014, an FA Cup success in 2011
and League Cup victory in 2014. — AFP 

China plants its flag in 
English Premier League
Investors buy 13% stake in Man City for $400m

MADRID: Barcelona star Lionel Messi, the
favorite to win FIFA’s prestigious Ballon
d’Or title, was on Monday voted the top
striker in the Spanish league last season
ahead of Real Madrid rival Cristiano
Ronaldo. It is the sixth time that the
Argentinean has won the title in seven
editions of the trophy given by the
Spanish football league, with the prize
presented during a gala ceremony in
Barcelona on Monday night. Messi, who
scored 43 goals and was the catalyst for
Barcelona’s run to three titles last season-
the Champions League, La Liga and the
Spanish Cup was selected following a
computer analysis of the players’ statistics
in the championship. 

“I’m proud to receive this award ahead
of  so many important players in La Liga,”
said Messi. “This award in particular I want
to dedicate to my son Thiago (aged 3)
even if he still doesn’t understand very
well. Every time I leave the house he gets
angry and asks me: ‘Papa, are you going
again to score goals?’ This award is for him.”
Messi also won the vote for the best striker
following a poll of the captains of each of
Spain’s top flight sides. Barcelona’s Claudio
Bravo was voted the best goalkeeper and
Luis Enrique top coach while Real Madrid’s
Sergio Ramos and James Rodriguez were
named best defender and midfielder
respectively.

Valencia’s Algerian midfielder Sofiane

Feghouli was voted the top African player
and Barcelona’s Brazilian striker Neymar,
the best player from the American conti-
nent. Real Madrid’s Portuguese star
Ronaldo, who scored the most La Liga
goals last season with 48, won the publics’
choice award. Ronaldo, Messi and Neymar
were all named on Monday’s shortlist for
FIFA’s Ballon d’Or which will be awarded on
January 11. While Ronaldo has triumphed
over the last two seasons (in a total of three
wins), Messi has previously claimed the
coveted award four times while Neymar
makes the shortlist for the first time.
Neymar, 23, said it was “a great honor” to
be named for the first time alongside his
illustrious La Liga rivals. — AFP 

Messi voted ‘La Liga top striker’ 

A combination of photographs shows (left to right) Barcelona’s Brazilian forward Neymar da Silva Santos Junior,
Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo and Barcelona’s Argentinean forward Lionel Messi. FIFA announced on November
30, 2015 that Barcelona’s Argentinean forward Lionel Messi, Brazilian forward Neymar and Real Madrid’s Portuguese for-
ward Cristiano Ronaldo, current winner of the award, are the three finalists for the 2015 Ballon d’Or (Golden Ball). —AFP 


