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Photo shows Japan’s midfielder Aya Miyama (center), Germany’s Celia Sasic and USA midfielder Carli Lloyd (left).
Lloyd, Miyama and Sasic were chosen as top three candidates for the FIFA Women’s Player of the Year with the win-
ner due to be announced on January 11, 2016. — AFP 

Combination photo shows Bayern Munich’s Spanish head coach Pep Guardiola (left), Barcelona’s coach Luis
Enrique (center) and Chile’s Argentinean coach Jorge Sampaoli in Santiago. Guardiola, Enrique and Sampaoli have
been shortlisted for the FIFA Ballon d’Or award for best coach awarded on January 11, 2016. — AFP 

BARCELONA: Barcelona boss Luis Enrique
admitted he feels for Luis Suarez after the
Uruguayan missed out on joining teammates
Lionel Messi and Neymar as one of the three
finalists for the 2015 Ballon d’Or. Real Madrid’s
Cristiano Ronaldo will join Messi and Neymar
on the podium in Zurich on January 11 to
crown the world’s best player, with Messi the
hot favorite to land his fifth Ballon d’Or.

However, many in Barcelona believe

Suarez’s contribution to Barca’s treble winning
campaign last season ought to have been rec-
ognized ahead of Ronaldo despite his
goalscoring feats for Madrid. “As a coach I
always want all my players to be on all the
awards lists, but you have to understand that
there are other players from other teams of a
very good level,” Enrique said on Tuesday
ahead of Barca’s Copa del Rey tie against third-
tier Villanovense.

Enrique also insisted that Messi should walk
away with another prize in Zurich after being
nominated for the best goal of the year for his
sensational solo effort in the final of the Copa del
Rey against Athletic Bilbao. Messi’s strike is up
against Alessandro Florenzi’s incredible long-
range effort against Barcelona for Roma back in
September and Brazilian Wendell Lira, but
Enrique believes the setting of Messi’s goal in a
Cup final gives it added value. “It is more difficult

to beat four or five players in a Cup final. The oth-
er one is in a Champions League group game
and obviously has its merit. Florenzi is a player
with a spectacular shot, but for me Messi’s has
more merit.” Messi and Neymar were also win-
ners at La Liga’s awards for the 2014/15 season
on Monday night and also made the case for
Suarez to have been included in the final three
for the Ballon d’Or. “I am happy to be among the
top three, to be going to another gala and be

there with Ney,” said Messi, who is a finalist for a
ninth consecutive year. “I would have liked for
Luis to be there too because he deserved it for
the year he had, but we can’t also take away
credit from Cristiano and he deserves it too.” In
contrast to Messi and Ronaldo, Neymar is nomi-
nated among the top three for the first time. “It is
one of the happiest days of my life,” said the
Brazilian star. “Suarez is missing. I was hoping
that he would be there too.” — AFP 

Enrique sad to see Suarez miss out on Ballon d’Or

BARCELONA: A youthful Atletico Madrid side
came back from a goal down to beat third-
tier Reus 2-1 yesterday to edge towards the
last 16 of the Copa del Rey. Lucas Hernandez’s
defensive error allowed Fran to fire the
Catalans into a shock lead on the half hour
mark. However, 10-time winners Atletico
responded immediately through Luciano
Vietto’s headed equaliser before Saul Niguez
flicked home the winner 27 minutes from
time. The two sides meet again in the second
leg on Dec 17.

Atletico boss Diego Simeone made seven
changes to the side that beat Espanyol on
Saturday to remain second in La Liga. And
that lack of continuity showed early on
against a Reus side that had only been beat-
en once previously this season on their way
to leading their regional division in the third

tier. Vietto should have opened the scoring
when he fired straight at Edgar Badia with a
clear sight of goal after seven minutes.

However, the opener arrived at the other
end as Hernandez slipped under pressure
from Fran and the playmaker confidently slot-
ted past Miguel Angel Moya. Vietto made
amends for his earlier miss with a fine header
into the bottom corner to level six minutes
later. Atletico had far more control after the
break, but needed a set-piece to break Reus
down as Saul’s clever flicked header from
Koke’s corner looped into the far corner.
Holders Barcelona are in action today when
they host Villanovense in the second leg of
their fourth round tie at the Camp Nou after a
0-0 draw in Extremadura five weeks ago. Real
Madrid also open their Cup campaign today
away to Cadiz. —  AFP 

Atletico kids fight back 

AUGUSTA, Georgia: In this file picture taken on April 7, 2015 Tiger Woods of the US hits a shot at Augusta National Golf Club during a practice
round for the 2015 Masters Golf Tournament. — AFP 

NASSAU, Bahamas: Tiger Woods painted a
bleak picture yesterday on when he can return
to golf or even get back to doing anything more
than just walking. Woods had two back surgeries
in a span of 18 months followed by what he
described only as another “procedure” in the
same area last month. He has not started reha-
bilitation and does not know when his back will
allow for that. “The hardest part for me is there’s
really nothing I can look forward to, nothing I
can build toward,” Woods said. “It’s just taking it
literally just day by day and week by week and
time by time.”

Woods is at the Hero World Challenge as the
tournament host, not one of the 18 players at
Albany Golf Club. The only time he touched a
club was to pose for a photo, and he leaned on it
while talking to Justin Rose and Zach Johnson
on the putting green. A month away from turn-
ing 40, the smile did come as easily for Woods.
He has not competed since Aug 23 at the
Wyndham Championship in Greensboro, North
Carolina, where he attracted record crowds in his
first appearance and played his best golf of a
bad year. He went into the final round two shots
behind and tied for 10th.

He didn’t realize that would be his last event
of the year, and last tournament for longer than
he knows. “Was it a surprise? Yeah,” Woods said.
“Because as I was alluding to that week and sub-
sequent weeks, I felt my hip was killing me and I
didn’t think it was coming from my back. We
worked out in the trailer each and every day and
just tried to loosen up my hip. And OK, fine, we

went out and played. But I didn’t feel any back
discomfort. “Come to find out it wasn’t my hip, it
was coming from my back.”

He had another microdiscectomy Sept 16 and
then he revealed Oct 30 another “procedure”,
which he said was in the same spot. Asked the
degree to which he can function, Woods said, “I
walk. I walk and I walk some more.” Woods, who
has spent 683 weeks at No. 1 in the world rank-
ing, is now at No. 400, his lowest as a profession-
al.  He has not won since the Bridgestone
Invitational in 2013, when he was the PGA Tour
player of the year.

And now he can’t even begin to imagine
when he might play again. “I have no answer for
that, and neither does my surgeon or my phys-
ios,” he said. “There is no timetable.” Woods said
this was different from his four knee surgeries,
even the worst one in 2008 after he won the US
Open at Torrey Pines for his 14th major. He had a
reconstruction of his left knee and was told it
would be about nine months before he could
get back. Woods returned eight months later
and won in his third start. “For nerves, there are
really no timetables and therein lies the tricky
part of it because you can come back earlier or
you can come back later. It just depends on how
the nerve heals and how it settles,” he said.

Just a Host?
Would he be surprised if he was nothing

more than a host at the Hero World Challenge a
year from now? He couldn’t answer it. “So where
is the light at the end of the tunnel? I don’t

know, so that’s been hard,” Woods said. “I had to
reset the clock each and every day and OK, here
we go. This is a new day and this is taken for
what it is. I listen to my surgeon. I listen to my
physios and we just take it day by day. Hopefully,
the day-by-day adds up to something positive
here soon.”

He agreed to be a vice captain under Davis
Love III at the Ryder Cup next year, though
Woods still wants to play in the matches. He says
it has been two months since he hit a golf ball -
“a chip shot left handed” - and that he passes
most his time playing video games. Woods said
he wants to play again and that anything he
accomplishes the rest of his career “will be
gravy.”

But he sounded at peace with what he
already has done - 79 career victories on the PGA
Tour (second only to the 82 by Sam Snead), 14
majors (second to 18 by Jack Nicklaus), PGA Tour
player of the year a record 11 times. “I’ve had a
pretty good career for my 20s and 30s,” he said.
“For my 20 years out here, I think I’ve achieved a
lot, and if that’s all it entails, then I’ve had a pret-
ty good run. But I’m hoping that’s not it. I’m hop-
ing that I can get back out here and compete
against these guys. I really do miss it.”

The first step? Getting healthy enough to play
soccer with his two children. “If I can get to that,
then we can start talking about golf,” he said.
“But let me get to where I can pass the time and
really be a part of my kids’ life in the way that I
want to be part of it physically, not just as a
cheerleader.”  — AP 

Woods has no timetable 
on healing or playing

LOS ANGELES: In this Jan 15, 2015, file photo, Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant
(right) and Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James hug before the start of an NBA
basketball game. — AP 

LONDON: McLaren are planning a “giant step”
forward as a company that will give their Formula
One team more muscle to take on mighty
Mercedes and Ferrari, group head Ron Dennis
said after a dismal 2015 season on the track. The
sport’s second most successful team finished
ninth out of 10 this year, their worst ever per-
formance and first season of a new partnership
with Honda. The former champions last won a
race in 2012.

Without a title sponsor, McLaren have seen
some prominent partners depart to rivals and
will lose out on tens of millions of dollars in rev-
enues due to their lowly placing in the champi-
onship. Dennis said however that the group as a
whole was doing well, with equity value of more
than £1 billion ($1.51 billion). “Our objective as
shareholders is always to think about growth,” he
said at last weekend’s Abu Dhabi season-ender in
response to a question about shareholdings and
whether he had acquired part of a stake owned
by Bahrain’s Mumtalakat state holding company.

“Whilst I completely understand the interest
in who owns what, the actual process we are
going through at the moment is how can we be
bigger, stronger? How can we start to build our
organisation to match the sort of resources that
some of the other players have?”

McLaren changed their name last year to
McLaren Technology Group, incorporating the
car company and applied technologies as well
as the F1 team. The F1 side now represents
between 34 and 38 percent of the business.
“We are strong, very strong, financially,” said
Dennis. He said reinvestment of profits was one
way to achieve growth but McLaren were look-
ing at a “completely different” approach. “That’s
been focusing my mind for four months at least
and has been the primary reason why you
haven’t seen me at the grands prix,” he
explained. “As and when we get there, if we get
there, to where I think will allow us to take a
giant step for McLaren, we will share it with the
media.” —  Reuters 

McLaren Group 
plans ‘giant step’ 

CLEVELAND: When he was a kid, LeBron James
looked up on his bedroom wall where Kobe Bryant
hung in reverence. “I wanted to be just like him,
man,” James said yesterday. Two days after Bryant
announced he would retire after this season, James
expressed his gratitude and love for the US Olympic
teammate who pushed him to greatness and will
leave the NBA as one of its most celebrated players.

Following Cleveland’s morning shoot-around
before playing Washington, James spent several
minutes reflecting on Bryant’s career and the impact
he had on the Cavaliers star. “We’ve always compet-
ed against one another and we always wanted to
dethrone each other,” James said. “But we always
had that mutual respect because we knew how
much we put into the game. I’ve always voiced my
opinion about Kobe, how great Kobe is, and obvi-
ously there will never be another one of him in our
league. Ever.”

James spent much of his interview session prais-

ing Bryant, who announced Sunday that his 20th
NBA season will be his last. Bryant begins his farewell
tour Tuesday night in Philadelphia, the city where his
basketball journey began. As Bryant was taking his
first steps in what would become a stellar career,
James was in Akron, Ohio, doing everything he could
to mimic a player with unrivaled offensive skills.

“In high school I wore a nappy afro because of
Kobe Bryant,” James said. “I always said my inspira-
tion came from Jordan, but I always thought Jordan
was so out of this world that I could never get there.
Kobe was someone that I just always kind of wanted
to be like and play like. And then, just being a com-
petitor, he took me to that next level, and under-
standing how important competition is and just
have a willingness to never die.”

James rattled off some of Bryant’s signature
games and moves: His 81-point game in 2006, a
game-winning shot against Phoenix, a tip dunk
against Indiana, a behind-the-back, 360-degree

dunk against Denver. James can replay all of them in
his mind, and he’s struggling with the idea that he’ll
never get to see Bryant add to that list. “To know
that it’s coming to an end is truly sad for me,” he said.

During his offseason workouts, James said the
thought of Bryant being in a gym somewhere else,
perfecting his crossover or that unstoppable fade-
away jumper, pushed him to do more. “I knew I had
to be better because of Kobe Bryant,” he said. “I
knew he was in the gym and I knew he was working
on his game. And I knew he was great. So every day
that I didn’t want to work out or every day I felt like I
couldn’t give more, I always thought of Kobe. I
knew that he was getting better and I was like,
‘Man, if you take a day off, he’s going to take advan-
tage of it. You cannot take a day off. You cannot take
a day off.’ And I used him for my motivation
throughout my career because I always knew that
he was working on something. So, that part will be
missed a little bit.” — AP

LeBron on Kobe retirement: 
I wanted to be just like him

REUS, Spain: Atletico Madrid’s Argentinian forward Luciano Vietto (center) vies
with Reus Deportiu’s goalkeeper Edgar Badia and Reus Deportiu’s defender Jesus
Olmo during the Spanish Copa del Rey (King’s Cup) football match at the Estadi
Municipal de Reus yesterday. —AFP 


