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NEW YORK: The NBA has a yearly ritual in
which sub-.500 teams make the playoffs. It
looks like the NFL could emulate that
approach this season. With five weeks left
in the schedule, two divisions (AFC South
and NFC East) could wind up with a winner
at 8-8 or worse. As for the wild-card races,
you might want to shield your eyes.
Consider that for the final NFC berth, the
Seahawks and Falcons are tied at 6-5.
Seeing how Atlanta has performed recent-
ly, losing five of six, a winning mark on Jan
3 is a long shot.  Also consider that the
Bears and Buccaneers aren’t out of it with
5-6 marks. The Giants and Redskins have
the same record and are tied atop the
wretched NFC East, where the Eagles (4-7)
remain in contention.

The view from the AFC is a bit more
pleasant because both the Texans and
Colts, each 6-5, are playing good football.
Houston has won four straight and five of
six. Indy has won three in a row and is 4-0

with backup Matt Hasselbeck in for the
injured Andrew Luck at quarterback. Did
someone say Comeback Player of the Year?
Don’t get carried away, though, by the
surges the Texans and Colts have made.
These are not complete teams, though
they appear stronger than the likes of the
Bills, Jets, Steelers and Raiders, all of whom
are hovering around the break-even mark.

Worth watching the most are the Chiefs
(6-5), who not only have won five straight,
but have the easiest schedule remaining:
two with Oakland, one each with San
Diego, Baltimore and Cleveland.  “We’re
proud of where we are, but we still know
where we want to go,” says tight end Travis
Kelce, who is having a terrific season.
“There’s a lot of leaders in this room that
care, that love this game, love this team.
We’re going to keep this thing rolling.”
Given that schedule, could be. A look at
the mediocre contenders for the playoffs
and where things might be headed:

AFC
The muddled picture is not at the top,

except in the South. The Patriots, even with
all their injuries, are a virtual lock to take
the East. Same for the Broncos in the West,
despite Kansas City’s surge. Barring a col-
lapse, the Bengals will take the North. The
Colts-Texans race is intriguing because
both have overcome disappointing starts
and emerged the stronger for it. Houston’s
defense is as good as any in the league,
and J.J. Watt is playing like a two-time
Defensive Player of the Year. The offense is
functional, and that could be enough.  But
the schedule is kinder to the Colts:
Houston has New England and Buffalo left
outside the division, Indianapolis has
Pittsburgh and Miami.

The key could be the Texans’ trip to Indy
on Dec 20. Both, of course, could get in
should they continue their recent play,
which might be asking a lot, and perhaps
joining the Chiefs to fill out the field. Of the

6-5 teams, the Jets and Steelers show no
consistency and have some critical injuries
(Darrelle Revis, Le’Veon Bell). Among the 5-
6 squads, say the same for the Bills and the
Raiders - plus they are a game behind
three other teams. Given who plays whom
and their current health status and level of
play, look for the Chiefs, Texans and Colts
to all find a way into the postseason.

NFC
What a tangled web they weave. Start

with the clear stuff. Carolina (11-0) pretty
much has sewed up the South as it chases
perfection. It can clinch the division next
weekend. Either Minnesota or Green Bay
should walk off with the North, which
probably will be decided on the Lambeau
Field tundra in the season finale - perhaps
even in a night game. BRRRRRR!  Arizona
has a huge edge in the West, even with
Seattle getting things straight at last.  The
two wild-card qualifiers, probably the run-

ner-up in the North and the Seahawks, fig-
ure to have a better record than whoever
emerges from the Least, uh East. That
could be true even with Seattle at 8-8.

Not only did the Giants blow a chance
to take a solid grasp of the East by losing
at Washington, but they’ve displayed a
penchant for disdaining prosperity.
Remember, this is a club that has lost four
times in the final moments by self-
destructing more than what the oppo-
nent has managed to do to them. Now
tied with Washington, the Giants have
the Jets, Panthers and Vikings remaining,
along with Miami and Philly.  The
Redskins get two meetings with Romo-
less Dallas,  plus the Bears,  Bil ls and
Eagles. 

The Redskins’ biggest challenge might
be how poorly they play on the road,
where they are 0 5. The most absurd part
of it: The NFC East winner will get a first-
round home game. — AP 

Mediocre and losing teams are NFL contenders

SALT LAKE CITY: Stephen Curry scored 26 points
as the Golden State Warriors held on for their NBA-
record 19th consecutive win to start the season,
106-103 over the Utah Jazz on Monday night. With
the game tied at 101 with 51 seconds left, Curry hit
a 3-pointer from the left wing to give the Warriors
the lead. Rodney Hood scored 14 seconds later to
bring the Jazz within one. After Curry missed a 3,
the Jazz had a chance to take the lead, but Hood
missed a 3 from the wing with 5 seconds left. Curry
hit two free throws and Gordon Hayward’s half-
court heave at the buzzer fell way short. Klay
Thompson added 20 points for the Warriors,
including four 3-pointers. Hayward led the Jazz
with 24 points. Derrick Favors gave Utah a 99-97
lead on a three-point play before Curry hit a 3. The
Warriors have won 23 straight regular-season
games dating to last season.

HAWKS 106, THUNDER 100
Paul Millsap scored 26 points and Jeff Teague

made all the big shots down the stretch, sending
Atlanta to a victory that ended Oklahoma City’s
four-game winning streak. Russell Westbrook had
34 points, including a drive with 2:49 remaining
that gave the Thunder their first lead since scoring
the opening basket. Westbrook knocked down a
jumper to push Oklahoma City to a four-point lead.
Teague took control from there. He finished with 25
points, while Al Horford added 21 points and 13
rebounds. Kevin Durant, selected Western
Conference player of the week after coming back
from a left hamstring injury, had 25 points. But the
Thunder lost for the first time since he rejoined the
lineup. Westbrook also grabbed 11 rebounds and
dished out seven assists.

BULLS 92, SPURS 89
Pau Gasol had 18 points, 13 rebounds and three

blocked shots, as the Bulls ended San Antonio’s
five-game winning streak. Jimmy Butler scored 14
points and reserve Doug McDermott had 12 for
Chicago in the opener of a four-game homestand.
Joakim Noah contributed eight points, seven
assists and 11 rebounds in 24 minutes off the
bench. Gasol blocked LaMarcus Aldridge on a drive
with 1:06 left, and then hit one of two foul shots on
the other end for a 90-89 lead. After Manu Ginobili
missed for San Antonio, Butler hit two free throws
with 10.6 seconds left. The Spurs had one last
chance, but Kawhi Leonard and Tony Parker each
missed 3-point attempts in the final seconds.
Parker’s try was partially blocked by Derrick Rose,
who finished with 11 points and six assists.

CELTICS 105, HEAT 95
Avery Bradley scored 25 points and forced a big

turnover when he knocked away a pass by Dwyane
Wade with a minute remaining, as Boston put all
five starters in double figures against Miami. Jared
Sullinger had 17 points to help the Celtics snap a
three-game road slide. Isaiah Thomas scored 16
while fellow starters Jae Crowder and Amir
Johnson each added 13 for Boston. Evan Turner
also had 13 off the bench. Wade scored 30 for
Miami, which cut a 14-point deficit to one in the
fourth quarter but never led after halftime. Chris
Bosh played through an illness to add 21 points for
the Heat. Miami made it a one-possession game on
five separate occasions in the final 14 minutes, and
Boston scored on its ensuing trip every time. The
first three of those were all on jumpers by Bradley,
two of them being 3-pointers.

BUCKS 92, NUGGETS 74
Greg Monroe scored 18 points and Milwaukee

forced 24 turnovers that led to 35 points in hand-
ing Denver its seventh consecutive loss. Jabari
Parker had 16 points and Michael Carter-Williams
added 12 points and nine assists for the Bucks, who
won for only the second time in eight games.
Danilo Gallinari scored 13 points and Kenneth
Faried added 11 for the Nuggets, who managed
just 30 points in the second half after scoring only
five in the third quarter of its previous game, a 92-
81 loss at Dallas on Saturday.

PISTONS 116, ROCKETS 105
Reggie Jackson had 31 points, and Andre

Drummond added 24 points and 13 rebounds as
the Pistons beat the Rockets. The Pistons built a 23-
point lead in the first half before the Rockets got
back into the game by constantly intentionally
fouling Drummond - he went 4-for-18 from the
line. Houston was never able to get within one pos-
session. Rookie Stanley Johnson had 19 points and
a career-high 10 rebounds for Detroit, while James
Harden scored 29 for the Rockets. — Agencies 

Curry stars as unbeaten
Warriors march on
Bulls halt Spurs’ five-game winning streak

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB    
Toronto 11 7 .611 -       
Boston 10 8 .556 1       
NY Knicks 8 10 .444 3       
Brooklyn 4 13 .235 6.5   
Philadelphia 0 18 0 11      

Central Division
Cleveland 13 4 .765 -       
Indiana 11 5 .688 1.5   
Chicago 10 5 .667 2       
Detroit 9 9  .500 4.5   
Milwaukee 7 11 .389 6.5   

Southeast Division
Miami 10 6 .625 -       
Atlanta 12 8 .600 -       
Charlotte 10 7 .588 0.5   
Orlando 9 8 .529 1.5   
Washington 6 8 .429 3       

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 11 7 .611 -       
Utah 8 8 .500 2       
Minnesota 8 9 .471 2.5   
Portland 7 11 .389 4       
Denver 6 12 .333 5       

Pacific Division
Golden State 19 0 1.000 -       
LA Clippers 10 8 .556 8.5   
Phoenix 8 9 .471 10      
Sacramento 7 12 .368 12      
LA Lakers 2 14 .125 15.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 14 4 .778 -       
Memphis 10 8 .556 4       
Dallas 10 8 .556 4       
Houston 7 11 .389 7       
New Orleans 4 13 .235 9.5   

NBA results/standings

Detroit 116, Houston 105; Boston 105, Miami 95; Atlanta 106, Oklahoma City 100; Chicago 92, San
Antonio 89; Milwaukee 92, Denver 74; Golden State 106, Utah 103; Sacramento 112, Dallas 98; LA Clippers
102, Portland 87.

SALT LAKE CITY: Golden State Warriors center Festus Ezeli (31) blocks the shot of Utah Jazz forward
Gordon Hayward (center) as Golden State Warriors forward Andre Iguodala (9) looks on in the second
half during an NBA basketball game on Monday, Nov 30, 2015. — AP 

CHATTANOOGA: Moriah Jefferson
scored 15 points and didn’t miss a
shot Monday night as No 1 UConn
breezed past Chattanooga 79-31 for
its 41st consecutive victory. The
Huskies’ winning streak is the fourth-
longest in school history. The three-
time defending national champions
have beaten each of their first four
opponents by at least 40 points and
haven’t lost since falling 88-86 at
Stanford on Nov 17, 2014. Jefferson
made all five of her shots and four
free throws. Breanna Stewart and
Gabby Williams each added 14
points for the Huskies (4-0). 

Jasmine Joyner and Keiana
Gilbert each scored eight for
Chattanooga, which ended a 17-
game home winning streak. The
Huskies scheduled the home-and-
home series with Chattanooga due
to the long friendship between
Connecticut coach Geno Auriemma
and Chattanooga coach Jim Foster,
both Hall of Famers. Chattanooga vis-
its Connecticut next season.
Auriemma began his coaching career
by working as an assistant on Foster’s
staffs, first at Bishop McDevitt High
School in the Philadelphia area and
later at St Joseph’s.

This marked the seventh time
the two good friends had faced off,
and it was Auriemma’s fourth
straight victory over his former men-

tor. Connecticut beat Foster’s Ohio
State team in 2010 and knocked off
Foster’s Vanderbilt squads in the
1996 NCAA Tournament and the
2001 Preseason WNIT. Foster beat
Connecticut while at St. Joe’s in 1987
and while at Vanderbilt in the 1991
NCAA Tournament and in December
1992. Having the top-ranked team
in town attracted a boisterous
crowd of 6,104 for Chattanooga’s
seventh-largest home crowd ever -
and its biggest since 8,468 watched
the Mocs upset Tennessee 80-71 on
Nov 9, 2012, in the Lady Vols’ first
game of the post-Pat Summitt era.

Chattanooga entered the night
having won 57 of its last 58 home
games. Chattanooga’s only loss dur-
ing that stretch was a 59-57 decision
against South Florida on Nov 15,
2014. Chattanooga’s 17 game home
winning streak included victories
last season over a fourth-ranked
Tennessee team and a seventh-
ranked Stanford squad. Connecticut
proved a much more formidable
challenge. After trailing by 20 late in
the first half, Queen Alford’s 3-point-
er got Chattanooga within 37-26 in
the opening minute of the third
quarter. But the Huskies scored the
next 16 points and never looked
back. After that Alford 3-pointer,
Connecticut outscored Chattanooga
42-5 the rest of the way. — AP 

SYDNEY: OneAsia’s continuing
presence in Australia looked far
from assured as the seventh season
of the struggling Asia-Pacific golf
tour drew to a close in Sydney last
weekend. The PGA of Australia was
one of the main driving forces
behind the establishment of
OneAsia in 2009 but in June it
dropped the tour from its oldest
event, the Australian PGA
Championship. 

The European Tour will instead
debut as co-sanctioners of the tour-
nament on the Gold Coast this
week, leaving the Australian Open
as the last remaining stop Down
Under on a shrinking OneAsia
schedule. Asked about the long-
term future of the relationship
between the Australian Open and
OneAsia at the weekend, Golf
Australia chief executive Stephen
Pitt was non-committal. “I guess, it’s
hard to look at it for the next four
or five years because it ’s a very
dynamic area, there’s a lot going on
with tours,” he told reporters on
Sunday.

“So at the moment we’re look-
ing at some of those things with
our commercial partner Lagardere
... we’ll make those decisions at the
appropriate time. 

“There’ll be some tour options
without a doubt. But I’d say it’s an
interesting time in terms of the tour
landscape.” The interesting times
have been brought about by talks
over a proposed merger between
the fast-expanding European Tour
and the Asian Tour, a player-run
organization that preceded
OneAsia and bitterly opposed its
establishment. Pitt said the deci-
sion over the future alignment of
the tournament would ultimately
be taken by Lagardere, formerly the
World Sport Group, and Golf
Australia.

Lagardere are a major player in
the Asian golf market and have
been long-time global marketing
and media partner of the OneAsia
tour. Mark Hardess, their president
of southeast Asia and Australia, did
not want to specifically discuss the
relative merits of aligning with vari-
ous tours but did explain the rea-
sons for co-sanctioning. “For us, the
more can link Australia to Asia and
the huge population up there,
hopefully that’s a bigger and better
proposition and brings money back
into the event,” he told Reuters on
Sunday. “Particularly on our broad-
cast platform. 

We try and get Chinese, Japa-

nese, Korean, southeast Asian play-
ers in there because people obvi-
ously follow their own.

“So that’s the whole purpose of
looking to sanction with whatever
partner up in Asia is to get Asian
lads in here so they get seen on tel-
evision up there and people follow
us. “OneAsia was the link into Asia
but it could have been with any
Asian tour, we could have just gone
to the Japanese, to the Koreans, to
the Chinese. OneAsia was just one
conversation instead of three.” The
prospect of a tour that could bring
big names from not only Asia but
also Europe might be highly attrac-
tive to an event like the Australian
Open, which has been revived from
a fairly moribund state over the last
few years.

Parlous state
I t  was the generally parlous

state of the Australasian tour, with
its best homegrown talent heading
to the US and Europe and cut off
from the potential riches of the
Asian market, that led to the forma-
tion of OneAsia. 

With the Australian PGA, China
Golf Association, Korean Golf
Association and the Korean PGA on
board, the new tour was launched
with ambitious plans of 20-to-30
events a year each with a prize
purse above one million dollars.
But for branding on the TV pictures,
however, you would have hardly
have noticed that last weekend’s
Australian Open was the final stop
on its schedule. South Korea’s
Moon Kyong-jun was crowned
Order of Merit winner after the
event but there was no presenta-
tion as he was not among the
OneAsia members playing at the
Australian Golf Club.

The schedule was reduced to
seven events this year after the
cancellation of the Indonesian PGA
and China Masters as well as the
loss of the Australian PGA. “We’ve
struggled, it’s been a difficult year,”
David Parkin, OneAsia’s Director of
Tour Operations, told Reuters on a
Sunday as he fulfilled his role a co-
tournament director. 

“But we’re stil l  offering our
members the chance to earn good
money and play in big tourna-
ments and that’s what it’s about at
the end of the day. “Hopefully we’ll
have a couple more tournaments
next year, we’re hoping to have the
China Masters and the Indonesian
PGA back,” he added. “I’m positive
about the future.”— Reuters

No 1 UConn down 
Chattanooga 79-31 

OneAsia’s foothold in 
Australia under threat


