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NEW DELHI: South Africa’s captain Hashim Amla (2nd right) gestures during a training session ahead of the fourth Test cricket match between
India and South Africa at The Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi yesterday. India’s red-hot spinner Ravichandran Ashwin will look to pile on
the agony for South Africa in the final Test in New Delhi starting tomorrow, on a pitch expected to cause more problems for the tourists. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian cricket authorities face a fine
of up to $15,000 after the pitch used for the
spin-dominated third test between India and
South Africa in Nagpur was rated as “poor” by
match referee Jeff Crowe, the International
Cricket Council (ICC) said yesterday. Forty wick-
ets tumbled in three days at the VCA Stadium as
India beat South Africa by 124 runs with more
than two days to spare in the low-scoring con-
test to take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the four-
match series. “Jeff Crowe submitted his report to
the ICC, expressing the concerns of the match
officials over the performance of the pitch,” the
ICC said in a statement. The report has been for-
warded to the Indian cricket board (BCCI), which

now has 14 days to respond.
After that, ICC general manager of cricket

Geoff Allardice and chief match referee Ranjan
Madugalle will rule whether the pitch was poor
and whether it warrants a penalty. ICC rules
decree that if they confirm that the pitch was
“poor”, a warning can be issued and/or “a fine
not exceeding $15,000 (imposed), with a direc-
tive for appropriate corrective action”. The
Nagpur pitch offered prodigious turn from day
one, prompting Australian all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell to call it “diabolical”, while former
Australia opener Matthew Hayden termed it a
“Bunsen burner”-slang for a turner.

Indian opener Murali Vijay’s first-innings 40

was the highest individual score in the test, in
which South Africa mustered just 79 in the first
innings and lost all 20 wickets in the match to
spinners. 

Visiting captain Hashim Amla said the Nagpur
track was the “toughest” he had faced in his test
career, but assistant coach Adrian Birrell refused
to blame the pitches for the team’s series defeat. 

“We’re not complaining at all,” Birell told
reporters at the Feroze Shah Kotla Stadium, in
Delhi yesterday ahead of the fourth and final
test, which begins on Thursday. “We’re playing in
India and we’re playing in Indian conditions. We
relish the opportunity. Unfortunately, we’ve not
played to our full potential.”— Reuters
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NEW DELHI: India’s red-hot spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin will look to pile on
the agony for South Africa in the final Test in
New Delhi starting tomorrow on a pitch
expected to cause more problems for the
tourists. The 29-year-old has risen to num-
ber two in the world rankings following his
heroics in last week’s third Test in Nagpur
when he recorded match figures of 12 for
98, giving India an unassailable 2-0 series
lead. 

Ashwin has taken 55 wickets since the
start of the year, more than anyone else in
Test cricket, and has been near unplayable
on the rank turners that have bamboozled
South Africa’s stellar batting line-up. “He is a
world class spinner, probably the best in the
world right now,” India captain Virat Kohli
said in the aftermath of Ashwin’s perform-
ance in Nagpur. “He’s stepped up in a big
way for us, even in (the last series against)
Sri Lanka. He is one of the main reasons why
we’ve been able to win back-to-back series.”

Both India’s victories in Nagpur and
Mohali have been wrapped up inside three
days, and South Africa were also bowled
out cheaply in their only innings in the rain-
affected second Test in Bangalore which
was drawn.  The Proteas’ most reliable bats-
men, Hashim Amla and A B de Villiers, have
managed one half century between them
in the series while no one has made a cen-
tury. The likes of Dean Elgar, Stiaan van Zyl
and Faf du Plessis, who are all on their first
tour of India, have fared little better. Amla
has admitted that it has been a struggle for
the batsmen in conditions he says have
been some of the most challenging he has
ever faced.

More of the same
“I think the wickets have played their

part in making it very difficult for all the bat-
ters,” said the South African skipper. While
they remain the world’s number one Test
team, the tourists have had to endure the
disappointment of losing their first series
abroad in nine years.  While they will be
desperate to avoid a 3-0 scoreline, the
Ferozeshah Kotla pitch is expected to pose
similar challenges for the Proteas who have
struggled to produce a top-class spinner of
their own. “I would hope the one in Delhi is
absolutely the same. 

I have no qualms about it,” the Indian
team director Ravi Shastri told the Cricinfo
website, saying it was up to batsmen to
adjust their technique.  “Which rule tells me
that a ball can’t turn on day one? Where
does it tell me in the rule book it can only
swing and seam?”

South Africa’s cause has not been helped
by the absence of their pace spearhead
Dale Steyn, the only bowler above Ashwin
in the world rankings.Steyn, nursing a groin
strain, has bowled just 11 overs in the series
and it looks unlikely the visitors will risk him
in a dead rubber.  

The performance of Steyn’s usual strike
partner Morne Morkel has been one of the
few bright spots for the visitors and he was
the pick of the South African bowlers in
Nagpur. While India’s line-up is expected to
be unchanged, South Africa could be
tempted to hand back-up seamers Kyle
Abbott and Marchant de Lange a chance to
impress ahead of the upcoming home
series against England and give Kagiso
Rabadagive a rest. — AFP 

Red-hot Ashwin looking to 
compound S Africa agony

NEW DELHI: South Africa’s captain Hashim Amla kicks a football during a training
session ahead of the fourth Test cricket match between India and South Africa at The
Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi yesterday.  — AFP 

SHARJAH: Pakistan head coach Waqar
Younis described defeat in the Twenty20
series against England as a “huge eye
opener” for his team whose “poor and
ordinary” performance needed proper
analysis. Pakistan were blanked 3-0 by
England who won the third and final
game in Sharjah in a thrilling Super Over
finish on Monday-leaving Waqar to pon-
der his side’s progress just four months
before the World Twenty20 in India.  “I
think it’s a big eye opener,” said Waqar.
“We have seen a lot of things which were
not obvious before and there was an
obvious difference between the two
teams. “Our performance has been very
ordinary and very poor and needs seri-
ous analysis.” Pakistan were cruising
along nicely in their chase of a 155-run
target but faltered in the last over, leav-
ing scores level at 154. Chris Jordan con-
ceded only three runs in the Super Over
which England overhauled off four deliv-
eries.

Waqar praised England
“England were younger than us and

fitter and I think that made the differ-
ence. Credit to them for bouncing back
after losing the Test series,” said Waqar
whose team won the preceding three-
Test series 2-0 but lost the four-match
one-day 3-1. “Twenty20 is fast cricket and
that’s why we couldn’t match them,” said
Waqar of England who have now won six
consecutive Twenty20 matches and dis-
placed Pakistan to sixth from second in
T20 rankings. Waqar admitted some of
his talented players including the indisci-

plined Umar Akaml were not learning.
“I don’t know, I dont have the answer

why they are not performing,” said Waqar
of Umar who was initially dropped from
the team for a discipline violation.  “They
are not young like 18 or 19 and as far as
the opportunities are concerned every-
one, selectors and cricket board, know
they get the most opportunities so I
think selectors will have to think. “Don’t
know about saying goodbye to them, it’s
not my job to say goodbye but selectors
would have been watching so they must
have assessed the performance and fit-
ness and they would be considering
that.”Umar and Sohaib Maqsood man-
aged just 26 each while Ahmed Shehzad
scored 32 in three matches.

Waqar said his players were commit-
ting schoolboy errors. “To be very honest
run outs are a huge problem,” said Waqar
whose players have been run out 34
times in international matches this year,
21 in one-day matches. 

“The manner in which they got run
out is a schoolboy error, it’s not that you
are playing new players, these players are
seasoned and that’s not on, to be honest.
“Individuals have to think, are they wor-
ried about getting out? it’s a worrying
sign and if individuals come under pres-
sure like this then its not good for them
as well as for the team. 

Waqar pointed out fitness as the key
problem. “It’s an important part to have
fitness camps back home and the nation-
al cricket academy has got to start rolling
and these guys should be launched there
to get fit.” — AFP 
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MANIKATA: The Commonwealth Games is in talks
with the International Cricket Council about bring-
ing the sport back into the four-yearly event,
organizers said. The Commonwealth Games
Federation, which controls the second-biggest
multi-sport event after the Olympics, said it was
keen to get cricket back on the bill, with the
Twenty20 shortest format of the game a particu-
larly “exciting” prospect. Cricket has only featured
once at the Commonwealth Games, at the 1998
event in Kuala Lumpur, but CGF chiefs said their 71
national and territorial associations wanted it back
in, provided a viable format could be produced.

“We’ve had some fantastic conversations with
the ICC. It’s very much exploratory,” CGF chief
executive David Grevemberg said at the
Commonwealth summit in Malta. “(It’s) one of the
priorities of the movement: all 71 nations and ter-
ritories unanimously agreed that it would be
great to have cricket as part of the sports pro-
gram. “It’s not out of the question and, working

with the ICC, we could come up with a really rele-
vant and exciting format.” At the 1998 Games, 16
teams competed in 50-over matches.

Caribbean countries competed separately
rather than as West Indies, while a Northern
Ireland team also took part. England refused to
send a squad as it clashed with the end of the
domestic championship season. South Africa
beat Australia in the gold medal match. Cricket is
not on the agenda for the 2018 Games in the
Gold Coast, Australia, but could potentially fea-
ture at the 2022 Games in Durban, South Africa.

Prevent whitewashes
CGF president Louise Martin said West Indies

countries such as Jamaica and Barbados would
“love” the chance to compete in a global tourna-
ment in their own right. Therefore, “it would be
completely different” to existing international
cricket tournaments, she said. “Let’s think outside
the box and open it up.” She said any

Commonwealth Games cricket competition
would have to involve countries from each
region, and give minor nations worthwhile
matches and something to play for.

The format must also be carefully structured
also to avoid major teams playing pointless one-
sided matches against weaker opposition, the for-
mer Scotland swimmer said. “We need to encour-
age smaller countries to be able to compete at
major Games,” she said. However, “you have to
look at the whole structure and what the strength
in depth is. We don’t want whitewashes. I would
hate to think that anyone going in against
Australia or India are thinking they’re going to get
nought. That’s not what this is about”. She
stressed discussions with the ICC were still in the
initial phases. “We’d like to have it back in again.
The Twenty20 format makes its so much more
exciting and you can do it in a shorter period of
time, but at this moment it’s still in discussion
stage.” — AFP 

Commonwealth Games wants
cricket back at the crease

ADELAIDE: Australia yesterday turned to James
Pattinson and Nathan Coulter-Nile to replenish
their diminishing fast bowling ranks for next week’s
opening Test against the West Indies. Selectors
named the pace duo in a 12-man squad for the
December 10-14 Hobart Test following a stress
fracture foot injury to Mitchell Starc on top of the
recent retirement of Mitchell Johnson.

The panel is also mulling the pressing need to
give Adelaide Test man-of-the-match Josh
Hazlewood some time off to refresh as Australia
face a three-Test series against the West Indies and
two return Tests in New Zealand in February.
Pattinson, 25, played the last of his 13 Tests against
South Africa in March 2014 with his career stalled
by chronic back and hamstring issues. Coulter-Nile,
28, has been included despite not playing any
domestic Sheffield Shield matches so far this sum-
mer because of a shoulder injury.

He should have bowled for Western Australia
last weekend but was given a one-match ban for
showing dissent at an umpire’s decision in the
domestic second XI league, meaning he has not
played first-class cricket since the Sheffield Shield
final in March.”We’ve had our eye on Nathan for a
long time. We’ve been very pleased with the way
he’s played when he has played,” selector Rod
Marsh told reporters. “But he’s been a fast bowler
who hasn’t been injury-free and I guess we are at
the situation now because of the two Mitchells,
one injured and one retiring, that we do need a bit
of pace up front, so he’s in the 12.”Once Mitchell
Starc went down everyone’s mind turned straight
to Nathan Coulter-Nile.”

Senior quick Peter Siddle, who has become

even more important to Australia’s plans with the
pressures on the pace brigade, experienced back
problems during last weekend’s day-night third
Test against New Zealand in Adelaide. As a precau-
tion selectors have placed Scott Boland on standby
in case of further injury problems heading into the
Test. “Hopefully, all the bowlers from the Adelaide
Test recover well over the next few days but we are
mindful our fast bowlers have had a heavy work-
load over this series,” Marsh said. 

Marsh spoke of the conundrum facing selectors
over Hazlewood’s recent workload. He bowled a
total of 119 overs in the recent New Zealand series.
“It will be very difficult for Josh Hazlewood to get

through six Tests in a summer and then go to New
Zealand and play two more and we also have a
one-day series against India,” Marsh said.

“So we’ll see how he’s tracking, if he’s strong and
he’s fit. “It helps if you don’t have to play five-day
Test matches too. The last couple of days of a Test
match can be quite difficult for a fast bowler.” Given
Australia’s current fast bowling predicament, Marsh
was asked if he had considered talking Johnson
out of retirement. “I thought about it,” he said jok-
ingly. “No, you have to respect a bloke when he
retires. “There’s a reason why he wanted to retire
and he didn’t want to play any more, it’s simple as
that. You don’t go there.” — AFP 
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