
NEWS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2015

Continued from Page 1

Nusra has killed four of the captives. “Praise be to God.
The joy cannot be described,” another of the captives told
Al Jazeera. Lebanon also gave Nusra several trucks of
humanitarian aid. 

The Arsal incursion was a dramatic and bloody example
of spillover from the 4-1/2 year old Syrian conflict. The
army fought several days of lethal battles to drive the mili-
tants from the town not far from where yesterday’s swap
took place. The exchange began with the Nusra Front
releasing the body of one of the Lebanese soldiers it had
killed in captivity, Mohamed Hamieh.

The freed soldiers and policemen were carried aloft
during celebrations in the town of Labweh near the
Lebanese border where they briefly stopped on their way
to Beirut. Politicians from across the political spectrum
congratulated the men on their release. Relatives of the
captives celebrated at a tented sit-in they have held near
the government headquarters in Beirut since last year to
press for negotiations. There was dancing and sweets were

offered to visitors who went to congratulate them.
“I was born again today, this is a re-birth for me and my

brother. It has been a year and five months of agony for
the soldiers’ parents, my parents and me,” Marie Khoury,
the sister of freed soldier George Khoury told Reuters at
the sit-in. Qatar has been involved in efforts to mediate the
release of the captives for a year or more. A previous effort
to secure their release broke down a year ago after one of
the captives was killed. The Qatar National News Agency
said the successful mediation followed a request from the
Lebanese government.

While the Nusra Front and Islamic State attacked Arsal
together, the groups are enemies in the Syrian war, now in
its fifth year. Qatar has been a major sponsor of the insur-
gency against President Bashar al-Assad, supporting rebels
including groups deemed moderate by the United States.
It has denied backing the Nusra Front or Islamic State.
Qatar’s foreign minister told Reuters in June the country
did not deal with either group, but said the door should be
kept open for Syrians with the Nusra Front if they decided
to leave Al-Qaeda.

Nusra frees Lebanese hostages
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“Where we find further opportunity to leverage such capa-
bility, we are prepared to expand it.” US lawmakers regularly
haul senior officials into Congress to testify about the progress
of the US-led effort to counter IS jihadists in Iraq and Syria. The
United States has been leading a coalition fighting IS in both
countries since August last year and, though there are about
65 nations in the coalition, American warplanes and drones are
doing the lion’s share of the work. Despite more than a year of
daily plane and drone strikes against the IS group, the United
States is still struggling to defeat the jihadists.

Carter was joined by his top commanding officer General
Joe Dunford.  Asked whether the IS group had been “con-
tained,” Dunford said: “We have not contained ISIL.” Speaking
more than two weeks after terror attacks in Paris left 130 dead,
Carter called on international powers to ramp up efforts to
defeat IS. “The international community - including our allies
and partners - has to step up before another attack like Paris,”
he said. “The more contributions we receive from other
nations, the greater combat power we can achieve using our
own force.” His comments come as the British parliament pre-
pares to debate whether the Royal Air Force should start
bombing in Syria. — AFP 

US Special Ops to fight IS militants

Men do their morning exercises in front of the skyline of the Lujiazui Financial District in Pudong in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP 
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The current Assembly asked its public funds protec-
tion committee to investigate the deal and why the
government rushed the payment of the fine, when it
could have delayed it. Head of the committee MP
Abdullah Al-Turaiji said the deal is one of the largest
financial crimes in the history of Kuwait because it cost
state coffers a huge sum. He said the state-owned
Kuwait Petrochemicals Co (PIC) signed the deal with the
knowledge of the government and hired an interna-
tional advisor, while ignoring a large number of consult-
ants in Kuwait. He said that the financial advisor
appointed by the company owned a stake in Dow
Chemical and made $62.7 million from the deal.

He charged that the then oil minister Mohammad Al-
Olaim and former CEO of Kuwait Petroleum Corp Saad
Al-Shuwaiyeb “cheated the Supreme Petroleum Council”
with regards to the deal. He said that former oil minister
Hani Hussein worked as a consultant for Dow Chemical
and also for PIC. He sent 35 top oil executives into
retirement to cover up the mistakes in the deal.

Turaiji said that large international banks had
advised Kuwait against going ahead with the deal, but
oil executives insisted to sign the joint venture. He also
said that Kuwait’s legal representation in the arbitration
was weak and not convincing, and hinted that the
whole issue might have been manipulated to make ille-
gal profits. Turaiji then called for referring the report to
the public prosecution.

But liberal MP Faisal Al-Shaye insisted that the can-
cellation of the joint venture came after opposition MPs
threatened to grill former prime minister Sheikh Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, saying the decision
was political in nature. He said the committee report is

unfair and biased because it interviewed people with
one opinion, so it is one-sided. Shaye added that people
who rejected the deal and SPC members who resigned
were not called for the probe.

The lawmaker said that everyone knows that the
decision to scrap the deal was political and wondered
how the report can implicate 24 people in the issue. He
said that some of the allegations are unsubstantiated,
but still called for referring the report to the public pros-
ecution for a legal probe. MP Sultan Al-Shemmari
described the issue as the “theft of the century” caused
by political disputes. MP Faisal Al-Kandari described the
persons charged in the reports as “thieves” who
betrayed national interests for their selfish interests.

The Assembly also discussed another report of the
committee about public funds wasted in a private com-
pany called Advantage, which lost almost all its capital.
The Assembly approved a recommendation to refer the
report to the public prosecution.

In other business, the Assembly criticized Cabinet
ministers for failing to answer queries by MPs and
decided to hold a meeting with the government to find
a solution to this problem. State Minister for National
Assembly Affairs Ali Al-Omair however told the
Assembly that ministers have already answered 2,007
questions from around 2,350 questions received. 

Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh told the Assembly
that the government will continue to sell its stakes in
local companies, adding that the process had started in
1995 and is not new. He agreed to meet with the
finance committee tomorrow to discuss the issue with
them. MPs also voted to ask the public utilities commit-
tee to speed up the amendment of Kuwait Airways law
with MP Askar Al-Enezi saying the delay is caused by
disputes of influential people.

MPs blast Dow deal as ‘theft of century’ 

Romanian paratroopers march during a military parade in Bucharest during festivities to celebrate the
National Day of Romania yesterday. — AFP 


