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Pakistan army and police officers examine a bullet-riddled vehicle of the military police at the site of an incident in Karachi yes-
terday. — AP

KARACHI: Gunmen killed two Pakistani soldiers in
the southern city of Karachi yesterday, the military
said, a rare attack on the powerful army that could
indicate the beginning of a push-back against a tight-
ening crackdown on violence. The two were shot on a
busy road in the center of Karachi, Pakistan’s largest
city and financial hub. The killings follow an attack
that killed four soldiers last month.

No soldier had been killed in Karachi before that
since March, underlining their protected status in a
city where murders of policemen, politicians and
prominent businessmen are common.

“The two were sitting in their official vehicle, when
two men shot them from behind and fled,” senior
police officer Jamil Ahmed told media. Pakistan’s mili-
tary said unidentified gunmen riding a motorcycle
fired on the soldiers.

Karachi, a metropolis of about 20 million people, is
home to the stock exchange and central bank and is
plagued by political, ethnic and sectarian violence.

Security officials say many politicians in the city
have links to violent gangs, operating like a mafia to
maintain their hold on power. Two years ago, the mili-
tary launched a crackdown targeting suspected mili-
tants and violent criminals.

Murders have sharply declined since the crack-

down began, although violence is still common. In
recent months, the crackdown has expanded to
include alleged corruption. Opposition politicians say
the military is using it as an excuse to target them.
The military denies the accusations. 

War crimes
Meanwhile, Pakistan has denied committing war

crimes during Bangladesh’s independence conflict in
1971, in what analysts said yesterday was an unusual-
ly strong statement signalling worsening ties.

The move follows the executions in Bangladesh
last week of senior opposition leaders convicted of
war crimes during the conflict. Pakistan has engaged
in a war of words with its former eastern wing, which
broke away in 1971 following the rise of a separatist
movement and genocide as well as rape by Pakistani
forces of Bangladeshi civilians.

In a statement by the foreign office on Monday,
Islamabad “rejected insinuation of ‘complicity in com-
mitting crimes or war atrocities’.” 

“Nothing could be further from the truth,” the
statement added. Badar Alam, editor of Pakistan’s
Herald magazine, said the statement was a “stiffening
of Islamabad’s stance” that marked a retreat from for-
mer Pakistani military ruler Pervez Musharraf’s 2002

statement of regret for “excesses committed during
the unfortunate period”.

Bangladesh has been roiled by violence for much
of the last three years since a domestic tribunal
began delivering its verdicts on opposition figures
accused of orchestrating massacres during the 1971
war. Four people have so far been sent to the gallows
in trials criticized by some groups for failing to reach
international standards. 

“Both countries have to cater to their internal
gallery. If you look at the war crimes trials that are
happening in Bangladesh, most observers are seeing
them in the context of current domestic politics in
that country,” Alam added. “Pakistan is also playing to
its own gallery. At this time Pakistan appears to be in
conflict with every country in South Asia,” he said yes-
terday, noting worsening ties with Afghanistan and
India.  Dhaka says the 1971 war left three million peo-
ple dead, though independent researchers put the
toll much lower.

Pakistan formally recognized Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence in 1974, but has never issued an official
apology for its actions during the war.

A 1972 Pakistani judicial inquiry said genocide
had been committed, but its recommendations to try
the generals responsible were never followed. — AFP
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ISLAMABAD: The leaders of Afghanistan
and Pakistan agreed to work together to
revive stalled peace talks with Taleban
insurgents after meeting on the sidelines
of a climate change conference in Paris,
officials said.

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani met
Monday amid heightened tensions over
Kabul’s accusations that Islamabad aided
the Taliban in their brief capture of the
northern Afghan city of Kunduz in late
September. 

Pakistan, which wields considerable
influence over the militants, hosted a his-
toric first round of peace negotiations in
July. But the talks stalled soon thereafter
when the Taliban belatedly confirmed the
death of their longtime leader Mullah
Omar. 

The United States and China have been
pushing for the process to restart, but
frosty ties between Islamabad and Kabul
have been hampering those efforts.

A Pakistan government statement late
Monday said Ghani and Sharif had dis-
cussed the negotiations while they were in
Paris.  “Both leaders agreed to work with all
those who would enter such a process as

legitimate political actors and act, along-
side the Afghan government, against
those who refuse to take the path of
peace,” the statement said.  

Hopes for better ties were high after
Ghani’s election last year. But they have
since plummeted, with Kabul blaming
Islamabad for a surge in Taliban violence in
2015.

The Pakistani statement said Monday’s
talks were held “in an atmosphere of
warmth and cordiality”. 

Sharif also met his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi at the conference, the gov-
ernment said in a statement issued in Paris
late Monday. 

“The Indian Prime Minister approached
Premier Nawaz Sharif and had a brief
meeting with him,” the statement said,
adding that the leaders seemed “friendly”
and parted with a “warm handshake”.

India and Pakistan have been arch-
rivals since gaining independence from
Britain in 1947 and have fought three
wars.  Speaking at the UN General
Assembly on Wednesday, Sharif outlined a
four-point initiative to ease tensions
between the two nuclear-armed coun-
tries. — AFP
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COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will launch a spe-
cial war crimes court early next year to
investigate major atrocities during the
bloody finale to its decades-long eth-
nic war, a top official said yesterday.

Former president Chandrika
Kumaratunga, who heads the office of
national unity and reconciliation, said
her work cannot be done without jus-
tice for victims of the 37-year conflict
that ended in May 2009.

“We have ended the war nearly sev-
en years ago, but we have not won the
peace,” Kumaratunga told reporters.
“No reconciliation is possible without
accepting the mistakes of the past.”
She said tens of thousands of victims
of the Tamil separatist conflict would
not accept reconciliation unless war
criminals are brought to justice. 

A special court is set to begin work
by January, two months before a UN
Human Rights Council review of Sri
Lanka’s progress in implementing a
September resolution call ing for
accountability for war crimes, she said.

“Enormous amount of work has
been done and the special  cour t
should start its work by the end of this
month or by early January,” she said.

“They (the court) will not be chasing
behind every soldier, but the main line
of command will be looked at,” she said
adding that surviving Tamil rebel lead-

ers would also be hauled up to answer
allegations of “horrendous crimes” by
the rebels. International rights groups
as well as Tamils had pressed for inter-
national judges and prosecutors to be
involved in a Sri Lankan war crimes
probe, but the government has firmly
rejected this.

Kumaratunga said she personally
believed that involving independent
foreign judges was preferable as sug-
gested in a UN Human Rights Council
resolution adopted in October.

Local  and international r ights
groups have accused both sides in the
war of targeting civil ians.  At least
100,000 civilians were killed in the con-
flict between 1972 and 2009.

Some of the bloodiest f ighting
came in the last two months when
troops unleashed a no-holds-barred
onslaught against the rebels, with
rights group saying tens of thousands
of people may have been k i l led.
Kumaratunga, who ruled between
1994 and 2005, said her office was
working on building bridges between
the majority Sinhalese and minority
Tamils to ensure ethnic peace after
decades of war.

“Reconciliation and accountability
wil l  have to go hand in hand,”
Kumaratunga said. “You cannot have
one without the other.” — AFP
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TOKYO: They drift into seas near Japan by the dozens
every year, ghostly wrecked ships thought to come
from impoverished North Korea. Japanese authorities
said yesterday they are investigating nearly a dozen
wooden boats carrying decomposing bodies that
were found off the country’s northwestern coast over
the past month.

In most cases, the bodies are in such bad shape

after being at sea for weeks that it’s been impossible
to determine their cause of death, officials say. On Nov
20, officials found 10 bodies in three boats off the
coast of Ishikawa prefecture. Two days later, another
wooden boat was found off nearby Fukui prefecture
with six skulls, one nearly intact body with a head, and
various other bones and remains, coast guard official
Yuka Amao told The Associated Press.

Coast guard officials said at least 11 shoddy fishing
boats carrying the bodies have arrived since late
October. Most are carrying equipment, nets and signs
written in Korean, including one carrying a sign saying
“Korean People’s Army,” the North Korean army.

The officials said they could not say for certain, but
the poor condition and small size of the 10- to 12-
meter-long (33-foot- to 40-foot-long) vessels are not
typical of South Korea or Japan, said coast guard
spokesman Yoshiaki Hiroto. He said evidence suggests
the boats are from the Korean Peninsula, though he
declined to identify the country. The recent spate of
arrivals has drawn attention, though such discoveries
are not out of the ordinary: dozens of such wrecked
boats drift toward the Japan every year.

So far this year, 34 mystery boats have drifted over,
including the 11 found between late October and
November. Last year, Japan found 65 of them. In 2013,
there were 80, according to the coast guard.

The number tends to rise during the fall and winter
season because of prevailing winds from the north-
west, Hiroto said. In recent years, fishermen from food-
short North Korea have increasingly forayed into
Japanese waters hunting squid, and some of the boats
found adrift have been carrying squid-catching equip-
ment. They are usually ordered away when caught by
the Japanese coast guard since the two countries lack
a fishing agreement.

Sometimes disabled North Korean vessels are res-
cued with their crews intact, and repatriated. In other
cases, fishermen have used their ships to defect to
South Korea. The history of such drifting arrivals goes
back centuries, according to historical accounts. — AP
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NEW DELHI: Indian Border Security Force soldiers salute as they march in a
parade during golden jubilee celebrations of their raising day in New Delhi
yesterday. — AP

This Nov 29, 2015 photo shows a ship of unknown nationality in Wajima, Ishikawa prefecture, central
Japan, after it was found in mid-November off Noto peninsula and was towed to the shore. — AP

JAMSHEDI, Afghanistan: Riding on horse-
back and motorbikes, commander Naeem’s
fighters combed a fog-enveloped Taleban infil-
tration route in Afghanistan’s northern bad-
lands, as the government expands anti-insur-
gent militias across a patchwork of fiefdoms.

Desperate to muzzle the resurgent Taleban,
the government is cultivating thousands of
militias with chequered pasts as a short-term
security fix to supplement ground troops suf-
fering record casualties.  But the rise of these
groups, a throwback to the devastating civil
war in the 1990s that set the stage for a Taliban
takeover, risk aggravating factionalism and
pushing Afghanistan deeper into what
observers call a self-perpetuating conflict. For
Naeem, a militia commander with a short,
thickset frame who leads around 200 fighters
in the volatile Pashtun Kot district in Faryab
province bordering Turkmenistan, they are key
for survival.

In a scene that could have been lifted from
history books, his horse-mounted warriors
with back-slung guns and RPG warheads
scoured a mountain pass near the village of

Jamshedi for Taleban intruders blamed for a
spate of fatal ambushes. “Without uprising
forces,” said Naeem, who is strongly averse to
the label militias because of their contentious
history, “the Taliban will overrun the district
within minutes, killing their way into villages.”

“Without us, Faryab will become another
Kunduz,” he said, referring to the northern city
that the Taleban briefly captured in September
in their most spectacular victory in 14 years.
There are around 5,000 men serving in Faryab’s
irregular or semi-regular armed groups-and
Afghan politicians are pushing for thousands
more across the region as the stubborn insur-
gency expands, a Western official told AFP.

“The price of an AK47 has roughly doubled
in the capital Maimana’s bazaar over the last
two years as militias have re-mobilised in
Faryab,” the official said, requesting anonymity.

President Ashraf Ghani’s government also
plans to scale up the Afghan Local Police (ALP)
— US-backed village defense forces likened to
militias-to 45,000 from a nationwide force of
around 30,000, he said.

The proliferation of militias, a potential

powder keg in the already strife-torn nation,
represents a complete departure from previ-
ous government efforts to disarm these
groups and is at odds with Ghani’s recent
pledges to rein them in.

“The rapid growth of armed groups is
alarming as these groups have a terrible histo-
ry of abusing human rights and refusing to
obey their purported masters in the govern-
ment,” the official said.

Protectors or predators?
With inadequate training, a lack of govern-

ment oversight and a pervasive culture of cor-
ruption and impunity, some militias have mor-
phed into brutal criminal gangs. One ALP unit
in Faryab was accused of using a dry well filled
with snakes as a torture chamber, according to
a recent International Crisis Group report.

Another used a captive in an open field for
target practice.  Their terrifying tactics includ-
ing theft, rape and drug trafficking have
turned some villages into ghost towns while
driving residents in other areas to join the
insurgency for self-protection. — AFP

Rise of anti-Taleban militias stokes instability fears

Anti-Taleban armed Afghan fighters look on as they listen to their unseen com-
mander Naeem during a patrol against Taleban insurgents at Jamshedi, on the
outskirts of northern Faryab province. — AFP


