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OUAGADOUGOU: Burkina Faso’s presi-
dent in waiting Roch Marc Kabore vowed a
brighter future for the west African coun-
try yesterday after becoming its first new-
ly-elected leader in three decades.

Kabore won 53.49 percent of ballots in
Sunday’s poll, winning victory in the first
round of a vote to restore stability after a
popular revolt toppled longtime leader
Blaise Compaore just over a year go. “We
must get to work immediately,” 58-year-old
Kabore, a former Compaore stalwart who
served as his prime minister but broke
ranks months before his downfall, told sev-
eral thousand supporters in the early
hours of yesterday.

“Together we must serve the country,”
he said, pledging “to open up opportuni-
ties for a better tomorrow”. Turnout was
over 60 percent, making Kabore’s victory
the largest in three decades, far outstrip-
ping Compaore’s re-election results during
his long stay in office. His nearest rival
Zephirin Diabre scored 29.65 percent.
Kabore expressed his “warm congratula-
tions” to the transitional government  that
has run the west African country since
Compaore was deposed by an uprising
after trying to change the constitution to
extend his 27-year rule. 

Kabore, an affable strongly-built ex
banker and politician, was long an ally of
Compaore and even headed the ruling
party.

‘He deserved to win’ 
But in his brief time in the opposition

he became a driving force in the campaign
to oppose Compaore’s bid for a third term.
“We have a new president, we hope he
succeeds in his mission in the interests of
the people who rose up and in the inter-
ests of all of Burkina Faso’s people,” said
Harouna Kabore, spokesman for a score of
civil society groups behind the October
2014 insurrection.

Even Diabre supporters spoke out in
support of the new leader, with waiter
Medard Nedie saying “the election was
perfect, there were no problems, so he
deserved to win. “Now we’re waiting for
the work.” In September this year, activists
returned to the capital’s streets to protest a
short-lived putsch by Compaore loyalists
in the presidential guard.

That unrest forced the presidential and
parliamentary elections to be delayed, but
Sunday’s vote went off largely without
incident, with voters hungry for change
standing in long lines to cast their ballot.
The head of the electoral commission,
Barthelemy Kere, described the vote as
“generally satisfactory” despite “a few
anomalies” and said turnout was strong in
all of the country’s 45 provinces.

‘Real change’ 
Political scientist Salam Kassem

dubbed the election “one of the cleanest

ever organized in Africa.” “People opted for
Roch because they didn’t want a brutal
break, they wanted a soft exit from the
previous regime.” Burkina Faso’s 18 million
people, most of whom live in grinding
poverty, are hoping for a long era of peace
and democracy.

Seen as a consensus figure by some
and an opportunist by others, Kabore has
pledged to build “a new Burkina Faso” by
fighting youth unemployment, improving
education and modernizing the health sys-
tem. For over a decade he led the ruling
Congress for Democracy and Progress
(CDP) party and was seen as Compaore’s
likely heir, but fell out with the strongman
in 2012 and last year formed his own
opposition party. Michel Kafando, leader
of the transitional regime, praised the vote
as “the first fully democratic, transparent”
election since 1978.

‘Sighing with relief’ 
“We’re smiling broadly, we’re sighing

with relief,” said Halidou Ouedraogo, chair-
man of CODEL, the civil society platform
monitoring the election. “The Burkinabe
people rose to the challenge of holding
these historic elections in a calmer atmos-
phere.” UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
hailed the election’s “peaceful atmosphere”
as well as the “strong participation of
women in the electoral process,” his
spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

The CDP was barred from fielding a
candidate in the presidential poll under a
contested law that prevented anybody
connected with Compaore’s attempts to
cling to power from seeking office.

But the well-entrenched party had sev-
eral representatives standing in the parlia-
mentary election and could score well
under the system of proportional repre-
sentation. Around 25,000 members of the

security force were deployed to keep the
peace during the election, reflecting the
nervousness in Burkina Faso over the
uptick in Islamist attacks in neighbouring
Mali. In recent weeks there have been
signs of the violence spilling over the bor-
der, with suspected jihadists attacking two
police barracks along the frontier in recent
weeks and holding up a van carrying mon-
ey from a gold mine in the north. —AFP

New Burkina president vows ‘better tomorrow’

OUAGADOUGOU: Newly-elected president of Burkina Faso, Roch Marc Christian
Kabore, waves at supporters after preliminary results showed him to be the win-
ner of recent elections, supporters gather outside Kabore’s campaign headquar-
ters in Ouagadougou yesterday.—AP

LONDON: A peace protestor holds placards outside Downing Street yesterday. British Prime Minister David Cameron has called for a debate and
vote in Parliament today on whether Britain should launch airstrikes against militants in Syria, arguing that the nation must stand with its allies
in confronting extremism. —AP 

BERLIN: The German cabinet yesterday
approved a mandate for military assistance
to back the international fight against the
Islamic State jihadist group in Syria follow-
ing the Paris attacks.

The package, which still requires parlia-
mentary approval, covers Tornado recon-
naissance jets, a naval frigate and up to
1,200 troops in response to a French
appeal. The engagement steps up German
involvement in the campaign against IS for
the first time to a more direct role. 

Chancellor Angela Merkel noted that
the German engagement began in
September 2014 with the start of a pro-
gram to train and arm peshmerga forces
from Iraq’s autonomous Kurdish region
fighting IS. “We are expanding this partici-
pation in the existing alliance with a fight
against the same IS but now in Syria,”
Merkel, who pledged Paris “any and all
assistance” after the jihadist attacks that
killed 130 people, told reporters.

The mandate is for one year at a cost of
134 million euros ($142 million) and can be
extended in 2016.

By providing for up to 1,200 soldiers for
aerial reconnaissance and support, it would
be the largest Bundeswehr mission at the
moment, following a drawdown in
Afghanistan. Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier acknowledged ahead of the
cabinet vote that it could be a protracted
fight.

“We are doing what is militarily neces-
sary, what we can do best, and what we

can back politically,” Steinmeier told the
daily Bild. “We need patience against an
enemy like IS.”  The head of the armed
forces union, the Bundeswehrverband,
Andre Wuestner, told public broadcaster
ARD that he expected the fight to last “far
more than 10 years” and called for a “clearly
defined mission”.

The parliamentary vote is set for Friday,
with approval considered virtually guaran-
teed as Merkel’s “grand coalition” govern-
ment has an overwhelming majority.
Germany is to deploy by early January from
the Incirlik air base in Turkey six Tornado
aircraft fitted with surveillance technology
that can take high-resolution photos and
infrared images, even at night and in bad
weather.

A German frigate will help protect the
French aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle in
the eastern Mediterranean, from which
fighter jets are carrying out bombing runs,
and the tanker aircraft could refuel them
mid-air to extend their range. The mandate
will also cover the sending of up to 650 sol-
diers to Mali to provide some relief to
France as it bears a large part of the burden
in the global fight against the Islamic State
jihadists.

Parliament will also be asked to approve
provisions for emergency medical assis-
tance for France in the case of “catastrophic
events”, and a stil l-to-be-determined
amount of additional humanitarian aid for
refugees and displaced people in Syria, Iraq
and neighboring countries. — AFP

Cameron says government 
unanimous on Syria strikes

Labor  leader says Cameron plan lacks ‘endgame’

LONDON: British Prime Minister David Cameron said
yesterday his government had unanimously agreed a
motion on air strikes against militants in Syria, por-
traying the ruling party as united on an issue that has
split the Labor opposition.

Cameron wants to launch the strikes as soon as
possible against Islamic State in Syria, convinced
Britain can no longer “sub-contract” its security to oth-
er countries after the group said it was behind last
month’s Paris attacks. But his push to win approval for
the action in the House of Commons on Wednesday,
avoiding a repeat of a damaging defeat in 2013 on a
motion to strike Syria, has deepened divisions in the
Labor Party.

New Labor leader Jeremy Corbyn accused
Cameron of rushing to war, and appealed to those
Labor lawmakers who favor the motion to “think
again ... and please cast your vote against supporting
this government’s military endeavors in Syria”.

Cameron said his cabinet had agreed the motion
on extending air strikes to Syria from Iraq, where
British warplanes have been bombing targets since
Sept. 30 last year. “That motion talked about, yes, the
necessity of taking military action against ISIL (Islamic
State) in Syria as well as in Iraq but it is part of a broad-
er strategy,” he said in a televised statement, adding
that the debate in parliament would be thorough and
would last 10-1/2 hours. Asked about the prospects
for securing a majority, he said: “Let’s wait and see.”

Cameron is all but assured of winning parliamen-
tary approval after Corbyn said he would allow his
lawmakers to vote according to their conscience on
Wednesday-breaking with a tradition for leaders to
instruct lawmakers how to vote on big decisions.
Media reports say about 50 Labor members of parlia-
ment (MPs) will vote with the government, although
their leader, a veteran anti-war campaigner, hoped he
could still persuade them to change their minds.

Corbyn argued that Cameron’s case did not meet
his party’s demands. “I am saying to every MP, you’ve
got to make up your own mind ... on whether we
should commit British troops into yet another war in
the Middle East with no endgame in sight,” he told
BBC Radio Two.

Many Britons are wary of entering into more costly
military action in the Middle East after Western inter-
vention in Iraq, Libya and Afghanistan failed to bring
stability and, some believe, led to the rise of militants
such as Islamic State.

British finance minister George Osborne said the
cost of extending air strikes into Syria would run into
the “low tens of millions of pounds”. But after Islamic
State claimed responsibility for killing 130 people in
Paris, some members of parliament who were reluc-
tant to launch the air strikes now feel they are needed
to protect Britain from such attacks. Defence
Secretary Michael Fallon told lawmakers yesterday
there was an “urgent need” for Britain to launch air
strikes against Islamic State in Syria for “our own secu-
rity”. — Reuters

German cabinet approves 
military aid for IS fight

PARIS: France’s far-right National Front (FN)
faced a ferocious campaign yesterday to
stop it taking two of France’s most impor-
tant regions in elections starting this week-
end. As Prime Minister Manuel Valls called
the party a “menace to the economy”  and
business leaders warned of the “ruin” it
could cause, two of the main newspapers
in the north launched an unprecedented
campaign to stop its leader Marine Le Pen
taking control of the region.

La Voix du Nord daily and its sister paper
Nord Eclair ran a second day of attacks on
Le Pen and the party Tuesday, questioning
their competence to rule the Nord-Pas-de-
Calais-Picardie region.

Articles headlined “Marine Le Pen and
the Front are not who they say they are”
and “Who are the members of the FN real-
ly?” cast doubt on the party’s ability to gov-
ern the depressed region, once a Socialist
stronghold. Le Pen, who looks set to win
the region-France’s second biggest-in the
two-round vote which ends on December
13, reacted with fury to the “scandalous”
attacks.

She branded the four pages dedicated
to the party she inherited from her father,

Jean-Marie Le Pen, little more than “tracts”
in support of the ruling Socialist party.

“We shouldn’t be surprised,” she shot
back, “it’s payback for the nine million euros
($9.5 million) of subsidies they (the news-
papers) have got from the Socialists during
their mandate.” French regional newspa-
pers, which outsell their national counter-
parts, rarely take a strong editorial line in
the run-up to elections. But La Voix du
Nord-which refuted the claims that it was
in the pay of the FN’s rivals as “counter to
the truth and the facts”-accused the Le Pen
family of “nepotism”.

‘Economic danger’ 
With Marine Le Pen’s 25-year-old niece

Marion Marechal-Le Pen also ahead in the
race for the vast southeastern region that
includes the French Riviera, Premier Valls
claimed the party could be “pushed back if
everyone does their duty” and goes out to
vote. Latest polls also show the anti-Muslim
and anti-immigrant party, which has never
before won a region, in a close battle for
two others, Normandy in the northwest
and Burgundy and Franche-Comte in the
east.—AFP

PARIS: France’s Counsellor for Paris and the Ile-de-France region Pierre-Yves
Bournazel (right), Right-wing Les Republicans (LR)’s party member and mayor of
Bordeaux Alain Juppe (left) and Les Republicains (left right) right-wing party top
candidate for the upcoming regional elections in Ile-de-France Valerie Pecresse (cen-
ter) pose during their visit  Montmartre district, yesterday in Paris. —AFP 

Fierce campaign to stop 
far-right win in France

ABUJA: More than 410 babies were born in
the space of two months in camps for people
displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency in
northeast Nigeria, the country’s main relief
agency said yesterday. “Over 410 births were
recorded between August and September” in
the camps in Borno and Adamawa state, said
the head of the National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA), Muhammad
Sani Sidi.

In the same period, there were 187 mar-
riages — 100 in camps in the Borno state capi-
tal,  Maiduguri,  and 87 in neighboring
Adamawa, he added in a statement. Boko
Haram’s fight to create a hardline Islamic state
in northeast Nigeria, which began in 2009, has
killed at least 17,000 people and made more
than 2.6 million others homeless. 

Some 10 percent of the 2.0 million or so
Nigerians internally displaced by the conflict
now live in government-run camps, according
to the International Organization for
Migration. In recent months, the camps have
also accommodated hundreds of women and
children kidnapped by the insurgents and res-
cued by the military during its counter-offen-
sive.

A statement from Borno state governor
Kashim Shettima in May said the rebels “delib-
erately rape women with the intention of get-
ting them pregnant so they would give birth
to future insurgents”. The same month, a
retired midwife helping at the Malkohi camp
outside the Adamawa state capital, Yola, told
AFP 10 to 15 women were in the early to mid-
stages of pregnancy. Pregnancy tests were
also given as part of medical screening for
women among the 275 people rescued from
Boko Haram’s Sambisa Forest stronghold earli-
er that month.

NEMA’s Sidi, however, made no reference
as to whether the births in  September and
October were from women kidnapped by
Boko Haram and forced into marriage with
Islamist fighters. The agency’s spokesman,
Manzo Ezekiel, also declined to comment, say-
ing how the women became pregnant was
not their focus. “We just help them deliver,” he
told AFP by telephone from Maiduguri. “The
period of time these people were displaced is
not more than one year. You can still assume
the husbands were responsible for the preg-
nancy,” he added. No other figures were avail-
able on births in the camps, he said. — AFP

Over 410 births in camps 
for Boko Haram displaced

BERLIN: Professor Andreas Wirsching (left) and Doctor Christian Hartmann speak to media on
the upcoming re-release of the book ‘Mein Kampf’ in Berlin yesterday. The infamous book is
already widely available around the world but not will only in January 2016 be available in the
country where Hitler wrote it in the1920’s but with remarks from historians.— AFP


