
KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
and Acting Minister of Electricity and Water
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah has emphasized the significance of
the global informatics forum 2015, as it is
held at a time when competitiveness in
knowledge economy is escalating. The
forum comes in response to His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah’s view, namely supporting youth
initiatives and promoting promising digital
projects, he added.

The forum is organized by Sheikh Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award, in coop-
eration with the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), the Central
Agency for Information Technology (CAIT)
and the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs,
the minister said. The main theme of the

event, held under patronage of His Highness
the Amir, is “prerequisites for success of digi-
tal projects in knowledge economy.”

According to Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah, the gathering aims to develop a
business environment that enhances institu-
tional capabilities and human skills. This
forum seeks to keep pace with advanced
communities and promote innovation and
creativity. It enjoys support of the govern-
ment led by His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah.

Head of the organizing committee
Bassam Al-Shammari told the opening cere-
mony that the forum functions like a plat-
form for public, private and educational
institutions to develop a knowledge system
and unify initiatives responding to youth

expectations.
The two-day forum will shed light on pre-

requisites that secure success of digital proj-
ects in knowledge economy, bringing
together scores of digital entrepreneurs,
local and foreigners, together with govern-
ment and investment bodies, with the chief
aim of creating of Kuwait a distinguished
center for innovation and creativity,
Shammari noted.

On the sidelines of the informatics forum,
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah opened an
exhibition under “market of ideas” where 40
developers from around the globe will be
reviewing their startups. Discussions will
also address scientific studies on knowledge
economy.

Organizing the forum in two months is
clear evidence that there are competent

youth in Kuwait, Chairperson of the Board of
Trustees of Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Informatics
Award, Sheikha Aida Salem Al-Ali said. In a
statement on the sidelines of the exhibition,
Sheikha Aida expressed pleasure of the
forum, considering it a quantum shift in the
activities organized by the Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah Informatics Award.

The first session of the forum focused on
available opportunities in digital services in
the Kuwaiti and Gulf markets, together with
exploring relevant experience that could be
imported from other countries. The main
topic of the second session held on the first
day was “a sound idea is the base of a suc-
cessful digital project.” The day was conclud-
ed with a specialized workshop on guidance
on concluding an idea for a successful digi-
tal project. —  KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of Electricity and
Water Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah inaugurates the global
informatics forum 2015. -— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah speaks at the forum.

Global Informatics Forum 2015 kicks off

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah interacts with an activity at the event. Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah listens to a demonstration by a participant
at the forum.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah endorsed yesterday the recent
awards given by the state which acknowledge excep-
tional talent in the fields of arts, literature and science.

In a press statement after the awards had been dis-
tributed, Sheikh Salman said that such awards aim to
highlight Kuwaiti creativity and accomplishments in
various fields. Moreover, Sheikh Salman added that
these awards are given to motivate the youth to pros-
per in their respective fields, which would in turn help
them better serve their society.

The recipients of the awards have been announced
as Yaqoub Al-Subaie in the field of poetry, Abdulla Al-
Ghunaim in literature and linguistic studies and Sami
Al-Saleh in Arts. Fadhel Al-Abbar and Jamila Jouhar
clinched the Applied Arts award while director Kamal
Alabduljalil won the television production award and

Ahmad Al-Khalaf bagged the cinematic production
award.

Meanwhile, Mishary Al-Obaid and Abdulaziz Al-
Mutairi won awards for best short stories while the
best  theatr ical  produc tion award went to Sami
Ibrahim Bilal and Amal Al-Randi claimed the juvenile
award for best literary piece.

Dr Abduallah Al-Hajri won the historical studies
award with the tandem of Abduallah Ghloum Al-Saleh
and Dr Maha Naji Ghannam bagged awards in the
field of sociology. Owaid Al-Mashan bagged an award
in the field of psychology while Dr Ahmad Al-Refaie
won an award in economics. The political science
award went to Dr Faisal Busulaib. All the winners will
be feted in a lavish ceremony planned for January
where the gala will shed light on the identities of the
recipients of such prestigious awards, Sheikh Salman
added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Switzerland to Kuwait Aldo de Luca
said yesterday that the suspension of the visa issuance from
Kuwait is “purely administrative” and does not entail for resi-
dents of Kuwait any necessity whatsoever to travel to Qatar in
order to submit their visa applications.

Swiss Embassy’s visa section has closed down and that the
processing of visa applications through its services is discon-
tinued as of Dec 1, 2015, he said. The visa application center
previously located in the premises of the Embassy will remain
in Kuwait and will be subcontracted to the company “VFS”,
whose counters are located in Al-Qibla area, Kuwait City, de
Luca said in statement to KUNA.

The authority henceforth in charge of issuing visas for resi-
dents of the State of Kuwait is the Embassy of Switzerland in
Doha, Qatar, and the move had already been advertised in the
local media twice in the past few days, he said.

The VFS Company in Kuwait has committed itself to swiftly
handle the transmission of visa applications to the Embassy of
Switzerland in Doha in an immediate and confidential man-
ner, thereby guaranteeing the protection of personal data, he
added.

This change is part of a comprehensive reorganization of
Switzerland’s diplomatic and consular representation network
worldwide, according to the Swiss ambassador, who added
that similar moves in Kuwait and in other parts of the world
are mainly designed to cut costs and eliminate inefficiencies. 

He also stressed the need to ensure effectiveness and ease
of travel to its territory in an increasingly globalized world,
Switzerland is streamlining its procedures in order to respond
to a continuous rise of the number of visa applications which,
without the necessary streamlining measures, would entail
even lengthier processing times and delays.

The Swiss authorities are confident that the changes will
work to the satisfaction of the customers of the country’s
Embassies worldwide. The Embassy of Switzerland in Kuwait
will continue to actively promote business contacts between
both countries and looks forward to an increase in the num-
ber of visitors and tourists from Kuwait to Switzerland,
Ambassador de Luca concluded. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The urban and architectural modernity in the
Arab World have been suffering negligence for decades,
Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
said. This is why Kuwait is working in line with an ambitious
plan to preserve its cultural heritage, Sheikh Salman told
the opening of an international conference that kicked off
yesterday.

The three-day conference is organized by Kuwait’s
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) in
cooperation with the UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre
under the main theme of safeguarding the heritage of
urban and architectural modernity in the Arab World.

The event aims to set executive work programs and
launch innovative initiatives to preserve the copious cul-
tural heritage in the Arab countries, Sheikh Salman said. He
added that the NCCAL was able in cooperation with the
UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre to add Sheikh Abdullah

Al-Jaber, Failaka Island and Kuwait Towers  to the UNESCO
tentative list to become World Heritage sites.

Sheikh Salman lauded UNESCO efforts, in collaboration
with other organizations, to broaden the international
agreements on promoting knowledge and encouraging
scientific research as well as advising governments on
preservation of national urban and cultural heritage. In
1960, Kuwait issued the first law on antiquities in the Gulf
area, to regulate excavations and protect monuments, in a
bid to preserve the country’s cultural heritage, the minister
said.

Meanwhile, Director of the UNESCO’s World Heritage
Centre Mechtild Rossler said that protecting cultural her-
itage for future generations is preservation of civilization.
Rossler added that heritage preservation aims to maintain
the identity of each region, pointing to the significance
participation of universities and urban and civil institutions
in the conference. — KUNA

Kuwait follows ambitious plan to
preserve cultural heritage: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah attends the conference. — KUNA

DUBAI: Two Kuwaiti business personnel won awards at
an event organized by the Federation of GCC
Chambers of Commerce (FGCC) in Dubai late Monday.
Speaking to KUNA, businesswoman Muntaha Al-Ejail
said that she had won an award at the FGCC sixth cere-
mony honoring Middle East business leaders. She not-
ed that she had won the award due to her contribu-
tions to the fashion scene and industry in the region.

Ejail said that she was honored to have won the
award and expressed her gratitude to all that made
this accomplishment possible. Meanwhile, business-
man Hamad Al-Mgahwi said that he had won an
award for establishing a telecommunication and
smart application company which has local, regional
and international branches. He affirmed that anything
is possible if youth in the region put their hearts and
mind into the projects they seek to develop, noting
that the award was a reflection of his hard work and
determination. — KUNA
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