
BEIRUT: Al-Qaeda’s Syrian wing freed 16
Lebanese soldiers and policemen yester-
day in exchange for the release of jailed
Islamists including the ex-wife of Islamic
State leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. The
Nusra Front seized the Lebanese 16
months ago during an attack on the
Lebanese border town of Arsal mounted
together with the Islamic State jihadist
group which is still believed to be holding
nine soldiers captured in the incursion.

The exchange, brokered by Qatar, cast
new light on the Gulf state’s channels to
the Nusra Front, a powerful player in the
Syrian civil war that has been designated a
terrorist group by the United Nations and
United States. Live TV footage from an area
between Lebanon and Syria showed the
Lebanese captives in vehicles accompa-
nied by masked men armed with assault
rifles and waving the Nusra Front flag
before they were released to the Red Cross.

Thirteen Islamists in Lebanese jails,
including Saja Al-Dulaimi, the ex-wife of
Baghdadi, were also released. Dulaimi, fully

veiled, was shown in live TV footage from
the area with her four children who were
with her in prison. Nusra Front fighters
were shown kissing and hugging the sons
of Dulaimi, who was arrested by the
Lebanese authorities a year ago. Speaking
to Al Jazeera, she said her wish was to
return to Beirut and then to leave to Turkey.

“We accomplished the entire agree-
ment with Nusra. We received our heroic
soldiers and we are on our way back to
Beirut,” top Lebanese security official Abbas
Ibrahim, who oversaw the swap, told
Reuters by telephone. “This joy not com-
plete until the return of those kidnapped
by Daesh. We are ready to negotiate with
Daesh if we find someone to negotiate
with,” he said. Daesh is an Arabic name for
Islamic State. 

The Nusra Front fighters chanted “God is
Great” as they arrived with the captives in
preparation for the swap. One of the cap-
tives, interviewed by Al Jazeera, said the
group had treated them well. 
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Gates to visit Kuwait 
at Amir’s invitation

Philanthropist, tech guru to speak with youth 
KUWAIT: Bill Gates will visit Kuwait on Dec 7 at the invi-
tation of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to participate in a dialogue session with
Kuwaiti youth. Gates is one of the founders of Microsoft,
the company that revolutionized computer industry. He
also co-chairs the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
which aims at improving quality of life of people in
developing countries, in addition to focusing on sup-
porting initiatives to improve global health and educa-
tion

Dr Yusuf Hamad Al-Ibrahim, an advisor at the Amiri
Diwan, said Monday the diwan will be organizing the
dialogue session in which Gates would be engaged in a
dialogue with Kuwaiti youth over “youth and interna-
tional development”. The dialogue session is within HH
the Amir’s patronage of youth activities and the devel-
opment of their skills, Ibrahim told KUNA. He said the
session would inspire the youth on the importance of
development and voluntary action. — KUNA 

WASHINGTON: Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, delivers the keynote
address during the Financial Inclusion Forum yester-
day at the Treasury Department. —AFP 

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
attend a parliament session at the National Assembly yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs yesterday began a debate over a
highly controversial deal with US firm Dow
Chemical, which resulted in Kuwait being ordered
to pay a huge $2.2 billion penalty. The Assembly
agreed to continue the debate today to allow more

MPs to talk on the multibillion-dollar deal amid alle-
gations of conspiracy, corruption and theft. Kuwait
was ordered to pay the fine after it unilaterally
scrapped the joint venture deal with Dow in late
2008 following a political dispute between the gov-
ernment and the then opposition lawmakers.
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MPs blast Dow deal 
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Govt to keep selling stakes in firms 

KUWAIT: The government has asked the National
Assembly for KD 6.2 billion ($20.5 billion) in addi-
tional funds for defense purchases over the next 10
years, local media and a minister said yesterday.
Kuwait is looking to upgrade its firepower amid
increased security concerns in the region linked to
the rise of the jihadist Islamic State group. The state
is a member of the US-led coalition that has been
bombing IS targets in Syria and Iraq since last year
and is also taking part in a Saudi-led coalition
pounding Iran-backed rebels in Yemen. But it is
unclear if the additional funds are also linked to that.

State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah told reporters a bill
has been sent to parliament requesting the addi-
tional funds, but he declined to specify the amount.
Local dailies Al-Qabas and Al-Rai reported yesterday
that the amount is KD 6.2 billion. The Assembly is
expected to review the request soon. The govern-
ment does not publish specific figures for its defense
budget. 

Several reports have recently linked Kuwait to
several arms deals amid regional turmoil. The
Eurofighter consortium said in September Kuwait
agreed to buy 28 Typhoon warplanes in a deal worth
€7-8 billion ($8-9 billion). Last month, Kuwait signed
€2.5 billion ($2.8 billion) worth of fixed and provi-
sional military deals led by the purchase of 24
Airbus-built Caracal helicopters. Paris said Kuwait
would purchase the helicopters for €1.0 billion, with
an option for a further six. Further deals included
provision of French light armored vehicles and
patrol boat maintenance. —AFP

Govt requests 
extra KD 6bn 
for weapons

Nusra frees Lebanese hostages
Islamists, IS leader’s ex-wife released in swap

BEIRUT: Lebanese policemen and army soldiers who were kidnapped by Nusra
Front gather for a family picture with Lebanese officials and Lebanese Prime
Minister Tammam Salam (center back) at the government palace after they were
freed yesterday.— AP 

WASHINGTON: The United States will deploy special
operations forces to fight Islamic State jihadists in
Iraq, with the ability to conduct raids over the border
in Syria, Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said yester-
day. Speaking to the House Armed Services
Committee, the Pentagon chief said a “specialized
expeditionary targeting force” would be deployed to
help Iraqi and Kurdish peshmerga forces battle the IS
group. He did not say how many troops would be
involved.

The special forces will
also be able to intervene
in neighboring northern
Syria, where Washington
previously announced it
is sending about 50 spe-
cial operations troops in a
non-combat role. “These
special operators will
over time be able to con-
duct raids, free hostages,

gather intelligence, and
capture ISIL leaders,” he said. “This force will also be in
a position to conduct unilateral operations into Syria.”

President Barack Obama has said the United
States would not send large-scale, “boots on the
ground” deployments of American troops to fight IS
jihadists, and instead would intensify its air cam-
paign against the group. In late October, Obama
authorized sending about 50 special operations
forces to Syria in a non-combatant, advisory role to
help coordinate local ground troops and anti-IS
coalition efforts. This marked the first official deploy-
ment of US troops on the ground in Syria since an
international coalition formed last year to counter
the jihadist group.

Carter said the Pentagon is “prepared to expand”
the role of these troops in Syria. “American special
operators bring a unique suite of capabilities that
make them force multipliers,” Carter said. 
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RIVESALTES, France: A picture taken on Oct 14, 2015 shows an Airbus A340 air-
plane that belonged to former Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi on the premis-
es of maintenance company EAS Industries, a subsidiary of Air France, near
Perpignan’s airport in southwestern France. — AFP 

PERPIGNAN, France: A French court yes-
terday lifted a freeze order on slain
Libyan strongman Muammar Gaddafi’s
personal plane, following a bitter battle
over the luxury aircraft between a
Kuwaiti conglomerate and the Libyan
government. Kuwait’s Al-Kharafi group
had the Airbus A340, seen as a symbol of
Gaddafi’s extravagance by the rebels
who overthrew him, seized amid a near
billion-euro debt related to a contract to
build a beach resort in Libya.

The plane has been in the southern
French city of Perpignan since 2012, soon
after Gaddafi’s regime fell, where it had
been sent for three million euros’ worth
of maintenance work by Air France - as
yet unpaid. “It is very satisfying to see the
judge has recognized the fact this plane,
which belongs to the Libyan state, has
immunity from being seized,” said Carole

Sportes, lawyer for the Libyan side.
In 2006 Al-Kharafi signed a contract

with the Gaddafi regime to build a beach
resort on Libya’s Mediterranean coast,
which it was to run for 90 years, but
Tripoli cancelled the deal unilaterally in
2010. A Cairo court in 2013 ruled Al-
Kharafi was owed €935 million over the
broken contract and the company had
the plane seized as part of efforts to
recover the money. 

Since Gaddafi was killed in oil-rich
Libya’s 2011 uprising, the country has
slid into chaos, with the Islamic State
group making inroads. Libya has had two
administrations since Aug 2014, when a
militia alliance overran the capital and
set up its own parliament in Tripoli while
forcing the internationally recognized
government to take refuge in Tobruk, in
the east. — AFP 
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