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The British Museum is planning its first major exhibition
of underwater archaeology with a showing of artifacts
from two of Egypt’s “sunken cities.” Officials said yester-

day that the six-month exhibit set to open in May will con-
tain 300 objects from cities that have been submerged at
the mouth of the Nile River for more than 1,000 years. 

The museum said the items have been unearthed off the

coast of Alexandria in Egypt over the past 20 years. Earlier
attempts to find articles from the cities of Thonis-Heracleion
and Canopus, which were swallowed by the sea, had failed.
Officials said the finds at the two cities are transforming the
understanding of the relationship between ancient Egypt
and ancient Greece. The exhibit will be supplemented with
other objects from the river delta. — AP

British Museum to launch 
exhibit of Egypt’s ‘sunken cities’ 

Runners wearing Santa Claus costumes take part in the second Athens ‘Santa Claus Run’ in city’s center yesterday.— AFP

Eldar Ryazanov, one of the most popular film directors of the Soviet
era whose comedies captured the unique absurdities of life under
Communism, died yesterday aged 88, family and colleagues said.

Arguably Russia’s favourite director, millions know his iconic films from
the 1960s and 1970s off by heart. “My grandfather has passed away,”
Ryazanov’s grandson Dmitry Troyanovsky wrote on Facebook. Ryazanov
suffered from poor health in recent years, including a stroke this month.
His website has been overflowing with fans’ tributes.

Born in Samara, a city on the Volga river, Ryazanov landed a spot at
Moscow’s prestigious Gerasimov film school (VGIK), starting his studies
as the country was still deep in World War II fighting. He became an

overnight sensation after his first feature film “Carnival Night”, a 1956
comedy in style of American musicals that was an instant box office hit
with more than 45 million viewers. Ryazanov’ best-known comedy, “Irony
of Fate”, features a man who wakes up on New Year’s eve in another city
in a woman’s home by mistake-something made possible by Soviet
Union’s mass housing construction of identical apartment blocks all over
the country. 

The film is still shown on television every year on New Year’s eve and
was made into a popular spin-off. Ryazanov continued working long
after the Soviet Union fell apart, though his later films never achieved the
same cult status. He also taught at the VGIK film school and was one of

the founders of Kinosoyuz, a Russian cinema guild. Along with other
guild members, Ryazanov signed a letter in 2014 opposing Russia’s mili-
tary meddling in eastern Ukraine following Moscow’s annexation of the
Crimean peninsula. “He made life less cruel and hopeless, more spiritual
and, last but not least, more funny,” film critic Andrei Plakhov wrote, call-
ing Ryazanov “a great artist and citizen.” — AFP

Beloved Russian filmmaker Ryazanov dies

A picture taken on December 20, 2006 shows
Soviet film director Eldar Ryazanov attending

the presentation of his movie ‘Andersen. A
Life Without Love’ in St Petersburg. — AFP

Royal Garden of Light

People visit the Royal Garden of Light in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday. The Royal Garden of Light, with plants and decorations made of thousands of color-
ful diodes, is a winter exhibition that brightens up the garden surrounding the Wilanow Palace, seen in the background. — AP


