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ROME: Emma Morano, Europe’s oldest
person and the second oldest in the
world, marked her 116th birthday by
offering to sing her favorite song for
visiting well-wishers, Italian media
reported yesterday. Morano, one of
only two women alive certified to have
been born in the 19th Century,
reached the milestone on Sunday in
her little one-bedroomed flat in
Verbania, a small town in the northern
region of Piedmont. “I’m fine, I’m fine
and as long as it stays like that I will

remain with you,” she was quoted as
saying. “You know I have a beautiful
voice, if you like I can sing “Parlare
d’amore Mariu” (Talk to me about love,
Mariu).

In an interview with the New York
Times earlier this year, Morano attrib-
uted her longevity to having left a vio-
lent husband in 1938, shortly after the
death of her only child at seven
months, and to eating three eggs a
day for much of her life. Diagnosed
with anaemia at 20, she was advised to

eat two raw and one cooked egg every
day, a regime she maintained for 90
years.

Susannah Mushatt Jones, the
American who is the only other mem-
ber of the 116 club, also attributes her
longevity to many decades of living on
her own, having been married for only
five years between 1928 and 1933. The
Brooklyn resident is also a regular egg
eater-although she prefers hers scram-
bled and served with four rashers of
bacon. —AFP

Shall I sing for you? How Europe’s

oldest woman joined the 116 club

HONG KONG: Yeung Ka-yan (second right) and Josh Lu (right) with other cus-
tomers on a tour boat trip to see the famous pink dolphins.

HONG KONG: As Hong Kong seeks
to expand its international airport
and with a major new bridge proj-
ect under way, campaigners warn
that the dwindling number of
much-loved pink dolphins in sur-
rounding waters may disappear
altogether. Conservationists say
their repeated concerns have fallen
on deaf ears, with  what they
describe as a “rapid” decline of the
mammal in the past few decades.
The Chinese white dolphin-popu-
larly known as the pink dolphin
due to its pale pink colouring-

draws scores of tourists daily to the
waters north of Hong Kong’s
Lantau island. It also became Hong
Kong’s official mascot for the han-
dover ceremony in 1997, when
Britain returned the territory to
China.

But despite the affection felt
towards the dolphin, campaigners
say there may soon be none left.
The proposed construction of a
third runway at Hong Kong’s busy
Chek Lap Kok airport could be the
nail in the coffin, they say. “We
think that if that project goes

ahead, then it will probably drive
the dolphin away from Hong Kong
waters,” said Samuel Hung, chair-
man of the Hong Kong Dolphin
Conservation Society, who has
been going out to sea at least
twice a week to monitor dolphin
activity for almost 20 years. “In
some ways it seems like we are
pushing them closer and closer to
the  edge of the cliff and if we’re
making that final push, they will be
gone forever. I think now is the
time to get our act together.” Hung
says there are only around 60 dol-

phins left in Hong Kong waters-a
drop from 158 in 2003.

“The dolphin decline is caused
by a number of factors, including
overfishing and environmental pol-
lution... but I think the major contri-
bution is coming from the increase
of high-speed ferry traffic,” Hung
said.  The dolphins have either
gone to neighboring Chinese
waters or may have died off, says
Hung.

Habitats destroyed 
Dolphin habitats have also been

affected by the ongoing construc-
tion of a 50-kilometre (30-mile)
bridge connecting Hong Kong to
the gambling enclave of Macau.
The bridge looms on the horizon
behind the village of Tai O, on the
western tip of Lantau island, from
where dozens of dolphin tours go
out daily.  “Since the construction
of the bridge in 2012 the situation
has worsened,” says Hung, who
blames land reclamation encroach-
ing on dolphin habitats and contin-
uing construction creating distur-
bance. The WWF recently placed
volunteers on the dolphin-spotting
boats to tell tourists about the
problems the animals are facing. 

“Pollution is quite serious in the
air and water... We worry about the
marine life being affected,” said
Hong Kong bank worker Yeung Ka-
yan, 30, after taking a short boat
trip. “We were a little disappointed,”
added her boyfriend, a 26-year-old
chef from Taiwan, after failing to
spot any dolphins-a scenario that
could become all too common in
the years ahead if conservationists’
fears are realized.

‘Disaster awaits 
Tourist boat operator Wong

Yung-kan, who was born in Tai O
and has lived most of his life there,
said residents used to dislike the
dolphins because they ate catch
from fishermen’s nets, when fishing
was the village’s most important
trade.  “Now the fishing industry
has reduced in size, we have had to
change our line of work from fish-
ing to taking tourists out on boats
to see dolphins,” said Wong, 67.

Dolphin-watching accounts for
10 percent of Tai O’s tourism busi-
ness.  “Of course we want them to
remain here... the tourists will be
happier and we’ll be happier as
well,” adds Wong. Unlike conserva-
tionists, he says he is optimistic for
the dolphins’ future but if the worst
happens, villagers will adapt as
they did before.  “These natural
things won’t disappear... if you are
not actively eliminating them, then
they won’t go away,” Wong told
AFP.”(But) if this species has to go
extinct, there’s nothing we can do
about it. We can find another way
to make a living. People know how
to cope with change.”   

The government refused to be
interviewed but told AFP in an
email that potential impacts the
proposed third-runway could have
on the pink dolphins had been
“properly assessed and addressed”.
“To compensate for the perma-
nent loss of Chinese white dolphin
habitats arising from the land for-
mation works, the designation of a
new marine park of approximately
2,400 ha (24 square kilometers) in
the waters north of the third-run-
way project has been proposed,”
the statement from the agricul-
ture, fisheries and conservation
department said. But campaigners
criticized the plan, saying the
marine park would not be estab-
lished until at least 2023, when
reclamation work for the third run-
way is expected to finish. “We
don’t even know whether the dol-
phin can hang on and survive and
wait,” Hung said. “We have been
following some of them for nearly
20 years so those are our old
friends. “They don’t realize that
there is more disaster waiting for
them.” —AFP

Hong Kong’s dolphins 

at risk of disappearing

HONG KONG: This undated picture released by the Hong Kong Dolphin Conservation Society
shows a pink dolphin in Hong Kong waters. —AFP photos

BANGKOK: Funding for tuberculosis
research fell $1.3 billion short of global tar-
gets last year, threatening worldwide goals
to eliminate the disease between 2030 and
2035, researchers said yesterday. The
Treatment Action Group (TAG), an inde-
pendent think tank, said the $674 million
of total funding in 2014 amounted to just a
third of the $2 billion experts say is needed
per year for research and development to
rid the world of TB.

The need for better ways to prevent,
diagnose and treat TB has never been
greater as it is now the leading cause of
death from an infectious disease, responsi-
ble for more deaths per year than AIDS,
according to World Health Organization
(WHO) data. “Anything short of a massive
and sustained infusion of money into TB
research will jeopardize our chances of
meeting global goals,” Mark Harrington,
executive director of TAG, said in a state-
ment. TB death rates have dropped 47 per-
cent since 1990 but the highly infectious,
air-borne disease still kills 4,000 people
every day.

Progress is threatened by the emer-
gence of drug-resistant strains which are
outpacing the development of new drugs
and are hard to diagnose and treat. In

2014, 480,000 people developed mul-
tidrug-resistant TB, according to WHO data.
The WHO has called for achieving a world
free of TB by 2035, an aspiration reaffirmed
by the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, agreed by world lead-
ers last September, which include a target
to end TB by 2030.

Modest gains in TB research and devel-
opment funding from 2005 to 2009 have
stagnated in the five years since then,
according to TAG’s research. An exodus of
pharmaceutical companies from TB
research since 2012 has left the field
dependent on public and philanthropic
organizations for support, TAG said. TAG
said it is particularly alarming that funding
for TB drug research fell by $25 million in
2014 from a year ago. “We won’t eliminate
TB unless we accelerate research and
development,” said Lucica Ditiu, executive
director of the Stop TB Partnership.

Ditiu urged the BRICS countries - Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa - to
lead a financial push for research and
development. They accounted for 46 per-
cent of the world’s new TB cases and 40
percent of TB-related deaths in 2014, but
for only 3.6 percent of public funding,
according to TAG. —Reuters
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HONG KONG: Tour boat operator Wong Yung-kan pointing out where the famous pink dolphins
are found in the waters around Tai O.

HONG KONG: A tour boat (center) returning after a trip to see the famous pink dolphins in the
waters around Tai O.

LONDON: British lawmakers urged the
government yesterday to introduce
tough measures, including a tax on sug-
ary drinks and controls on price promo-
tions for “unhealthy food and drink”, to try
to tackle childhood obesity. Parliament’s
Health Committee said there was “clear
evidence that measures to improve the
food environment” must be used to tack-
le obesity, treatment of which costs the
state-run health service 5.1 billion
pounds ($7.65 billion) every year.

In its report, the committee said there
should be strong controls on price pro-
motions of unhealthy food and drink and
a sugary drinks tax on full sugar drinks,
with all proceeds targeted to help those
children at greatest risk of obesity. It also
said there should be tougher controls on
the marketing and advertising of such
food and drink and that labels should
show sugar content in teaspoons, among

other measures.
“One third of children leaving primary

school are overweight or obese, and the
most deprived children are twice as likely
to be obese than the least deprived,” said
Sarah Wollaston, chairman of the Health
Committee.

“A full package of bold measures is
required and should be implemented as
soon as possible.” The drinks industry crit-
icized the report’s findings, saying the
lawmakers had “swallowed” the agenda
of lobbyists. “It’s disappointing that the
committee has missed its chance to add
a robustly independent voice to the obe-
sity debate,” said Ian Wright, director gen-
eral of Britain’s Food and Drink
Federation. “No one seems to have con-
sidered hard-pressed consumers in all
this,” he said in a statement, adding that
consumers pay billions in taxes on food
and drink. —Reuters

British lawmakers call for sugar

tax to tackle childhood obesity

VIENNA: Swiss drugmaker Roche
Holding has dropped out of a high-
profile project to develop an antibiotic
for treating “superbug” infections, the
company said on Sunday. 

Roche had agreed in 2013 to pay
privately held partner Polyphor up to
500 million Swiss francs ($485.3 mil-
lion) for rights to the product, marking
a rare foray by a major pharmaceuti-
cals company into the battle against
superbug infections in hospitals. The
deal included milestone payments of
up to 465 million francs. 

“Roche has decided to discontinue
its involvement in the clinical develop-
ment of the investigational antibiotic
RG7929/POL7080 for the treatment of
patients with severe Pseudomonas
aeruginosa infections and will return
the asset to Polyphor,” a company
spokesman said by email when asked
about a report to this effect by the

NZZ am Sonntag newspaper.  The
spokesman cited Roche’s assessment
that “a streamlined development path
as originally planned is no longer an
option for Roche”. 

Superbug infections, including mul-
ti-drug-resistant typhoid, tuberculosis
and gonorrhea, kill hundreds of thou-
sands of people a year and the rise of
antibiotic resistance has been
described by the World Health
Organization as “one of the biggest
health challenges of the 21st century”.
The Roche spokesman said that antimi-
crobial resistance remained a major
threat to public health and Roche
would continue to focus on this unmet
medical need as part of its infectious
disease research and development
strategy. NZZ said that the experimen-
tal product, which is in phase II clinical
trials, will now be developed alone by
Polyphor. —Reuters

Roche pulls out of ‘superbug’
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