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PALERMO: Juventus’ Stefano Sturaro scores a goal, during the Serie A soccer match between Palermo and Juventus, in Palermo, Italy, Sunday. — AP

MILAN: Mario Mandzukic, Stefano Sturaro and
Simone Zaza struck in the second half as cham-
pions Juventus moved up to fifth place in Serie A
with a convincing 3-0 win at Palermo on Sunday.
Juventus had claimed a third consecutive league
win for the first time this season only last week
and on Wednesday beat Manchester City for the
second time in succession to secure passage to
the last 16 of the Champions League.  Those
wins confirmed Massimiliano Allegri’s men, who
sat only four points above the relegation zone
six weeks ago, had finally turned the corner after
a disastrous start to their title defence.

And after shading a balanced first half at the
Renzo Barbera stadium, Mandzukic finally broke
the deadlock when he rose above Aljaz Struna to
head Paulo Dybala’s curling delivery past a beat-
en Stefano Sorrentino on 54 minutes.  It was a
joyous return for Argentina striker Dybala, who
quit Palermo last season ahead of a 32 million
euros move to the Turin giants, and in the sec-
ond half he sent a header wide of Sorrentino’s
upright.  But more was to come from the visitors,
who put the match beyond all reach a minute
from the final whistle when Sturaro ran on to
Paul Pogba’s perfectly-weighted ball on the
edge of the area to sweep it past Sorrentino.
Allegri had replaced Dybala with Zaza minutes

earlier and when the striker found himself on a
two-on-one alongside Alvaro Morata, he collect-
ed the Spaniard’s return to feint past Andrea
Rispoli and beat Sorrentino down low at his near
post in added-on time.

Juventus moved up one place to fifth, one
point ahead of AC Milan and now six behind
leaders Inter Milan, who meet Napoli away in a
top of the table clash. Both Napoli and
Fiorentina, who face Sassuolo away on Monday,
are just two points off the pace with Roma in
fourth at three points adrift following a shock 2-
0 home defeat to  Atalanta.

‘Responsible’
Already shell-shocked by their humiliating 6-

1 defeat by Barcelona in the Champions League
today, the defeat heaped the pressure on Roma
coach Rudi Garcia. Garcia hit back at suggestions
the impact of Roma’s heavy defeat in Europe —
a year after a 7-1 reverse at home to Bayern
Munich-had left his side shell-shocked.

“No, I don’t think so. We’ll prove that by get-
ting the results we need in the future,” Garcia
told Mediaset. But after seeing Roma fail to
respond to Alejandro Gomez’s 40th-minute
strike and German Denis’s spot-kick on 82 min-
utes, Garcia said he won’t look for excuses after a

display for which he said the whole team felt
“responsible”.  “There’s not much to say, we didn’t
have a winning attitude and we made a lot of
mistakes. Now, we have to keep quiet and get to
work.  “It’s been a tough week, I know that. But
the squad can show its mettle by putting this
behind us. We’re all disappointed, but we’re all
responsible.” Atalanta coach Edoardo Reja told
Rai: “We came here to win and did very well,
although the key was being clinical when it
came to our chances.” Roma’s third defeat means
they could be six points adrift of Inter if the
Nerazzurri upset the form book to beat in-form
Napoli on Monday.  Inter coach Roberto Mancini,
however, admitted: “It’s our first big test against
a direct rival away from the San Siro, so we have
to give it everything.”

Crisis-hit Lazio, meanwhile, saw two second-
half goals by Miroslav Klose chalked off on their
way to a fourth defeat in five consecutive match-
es away to Empoli.

Stefano Pioli’s men never recovered from a
fifth-minute opener by Lorenzo Tonelli despite a
stirring second-half performance that had
Empoli’s defence on the ropes. Lazio remain in
10th spot at 11 points behind Inter, with Empoli
moving  five points clear of the drop zone up to
12th. — AFP

Juventus sink Palermo to 
confirm Serie A fightback

STRASBOURG: Caen climbed to second place in
Ligue 1 by thumping Girondins Bordeaux 4-1
away while Olympique de Marseille snatched a
3-3 draw at home to AS Monaco thanks to
Georges-Kevin Nkoudou’s late equaliser in a
thriller on Sunday.

Caen took the lead through Syam Ben
Youssef in the sixth minute and went further
ahead with second-half efforts from Damien Da
Silva, a Cedric Carrasso own goal and Andy
Delort. Willy Sagnol’s Bordeaux side had Andre
Poko sent off in the 81st minute before Enzo
Crivelli bagged a late consolation for the home
side in the final minute. The win takes Caen to 28
points above Angers (26) and Olympique
Lyonnais (25) and 13 points behind Paris Saint-
Germain. Bordeaux drop to 14th, with four wins

all season. Ahead of Marseille’s match, the fans
paid tribute to the victims of the attacks on Paris
by Islamist militants on Nov. 13 which killed 130
people and left more than 350 injured.

On the pitch, wretched defending made for a
topsy-turvy contest with the hosts taking the
lead after 12 minutes when Romain Alessandrini
slammed the ball past Danijel Subasic after
Wallace cleared Bernard Mendy’s dangerous
cross into his path.

Marseille enjoyed most possession but it was
the visitors who equalised when Almamy Toure
evaded the defence to tap home a superb free
kick from Fabio Coentrao after 19 minutes.

Toure bagged an unlikely second in the 39th
when he profited from Karim Rekik’s slip before
slotting past Steve Mandanda. Marseille’s Michy

Batshuayi equalised in the 51st when Subasic
came to claim a cross but missed the ball, allow-
ing the striker to finish from close range
although he looked offside.

Coentrao’s header from Elderson Echiejile’s
cross crept in at the far post in the 72nd to make
it 3-2 to Monaco but Georges-Kevin Nkoudou
levelled when he arrived late to fire home Lucas
Ocampos’s mis-hit strike 10 minutes later.

The point leaves Marseille in 11th place on 19
points, while Monaco drop to seventh on 24. St-
Etienne beat 12th-placed Guingamp 3-0 to
move up to fifth on 25 points after second-half
goals by Romain Hamouma, Valentin Eysseric
and Nolan Roux, although they had Bayal Sall
dismissed for a second yellow card in the 90th
minute. — Reuters

Caen win to go second as 
Marseille draw with Monaco

LONDON: Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho denied any rift with Diego
Costa despite the striker’s unhappy reac-
tion to being dropped to the bench for
the scoreless draw at Tottenham Hotspur.

Mourinho admitted the pair had
argued at half-time during the mid-week
Champions League victory away to
Maccabi Tel Aviv and Costa’s mood at
White Hart Lane on Sunday suggested
he had taken his demotion badly.

The Spain international failed to warm
up until told to late in the game, general-
ly looked disgruntled and at one point
appeared to toss his training bib in the
direction of the manager.

But Mourinho said he had no com-
plaints about Costa’s behaviour, saying:
“When I asked him to warm up, he did. I
put him with Ruben (Loftus-Cheek) and
Kenedy, warming up. “Diego is very privi-
leged because he was the last one to be
on the bench. 

Everyone else has been: the captain
(John Terry), (Branislav) Ivanovic, (Gary)
Cahill, the vice-captain of England, (Cesc)
Fabregas, Pedro, (Eden) Hazard, player of
the season, Oscar; everyone was on the
bench. “Diego was privileged because I
kept him in the team for all these match-
es.  Today (Sunday) we thought the best
strategy was this one.” Costa struggled
with hamstring problems last season, but
Mourinho said there were no issues with
his condition.

“Physically, he is fine,” said the
Portuguese. “No problems. He is working
well every day. His mood is positive. He’s
always a positive guy in the team. “I was
not expecting to have a player on the
bench jumping and singing because he
is not playing, unless you’re a kid who
has a chance to go on the bench-Ruben,
Kenedy, (who) feel that is one more step.
But for a top player, they’re not happy.

“His behaviour was normal. He was
ready to play when he went to warm up.
When I decided not to play him, he went.
And probably he is eating while waiting

for us in the bus.” The Chelsea manager
joked: “If he wants to hurt me, it’s not
with a bib. I have a good relationship
with him, no problem.”

Chelsea ‘a small team’ 
Mourinho described his side’s display

as their best performance of the season
and believes the club can now start look-
ing up the table after a dismal start.

“If we’d scored a goal, we’d have won,”
said Mourinho, whose team have now
gone three games without defeat. “We
still have a result and a performance and
the feeling of ‘the team’.

“After these three results in a row, we
can look to December-when we have
three matches at Stamford Bridge and
two matches away at Manchester United
and Leicester, two of the top teams-with
enthusiasm. “I’m convinced that, by the
end of December, we’ll be in a different
position to now and we’ll have short-
ened the difference to the top teams. At
the end of the season our feeling will be
a different feeling.” Tottenham manager
Mauricio Pochettino was left disappoint-
ed despite his side extending their
unbeaten run to 13 league games, the
club’s best run since 1985.

“This is a good thing (that we are dis-
appointed),” said the Argentine, whose
side remain fifth in the table. “We play
the champions. It’s good. You got the
feeling that Chelsea were a small team,
and Tottenham can win every game we
play. “It’s very difficult, though. Not easy.
We’re the youngest team in the Premier
League and the maturity we showed
today we have shown in different games.

“We have to feel happy. It’s a good
thing that, maybe, we are a bigger club
than Chelsea or that we deserve more.
“We showed good performances in the
last few games, and I’m happy, but we
have to keep working hard. We’ve only
had 14 games in the Premier League and
it’s too early to think about the end (of
the season).” — AFP

LONDON: Manchester City and Liverpool
head the list of teams coveting a berth in
the League Cup semi-finals this week as
the competition reaches the quarter-final
stage without several major names.  With
Arsenal, Manchester United, Tottenham
Hotspur and holders Chelsea having fall-
en by the wayside, City and Liverpool will
already have designs on the February 28
final at Wembley.

City, who host second-tier Hull City
today, won 3-1 against Southampton at
the weekend and having lost to
Liverpool and Juventus in their two pre-
vious games, goalkeeper Willy Caballero
hopes Saturday’s success proves a turn-
ing point.

“We need to play like this the next
game,” he told the club website.  “In
December, if we play in this way, if the
injured players return, like David Silva
today (Saturday), I think we will stay in
the first positions of the table.”

Caballero is in line to deputise again
for the injured Joe Hart, while manager
Manuel Pellegrini must decide whether
to hand a start to influential striker
Sergio Aguero, who went off with a
knock against Southampton.  “We must
try to recover the players for today,” said
Pellegrini. “It’s important for us to reach
the semi-final of the League Cup.”
Liverpool face a difficult trip to
Southampton tomprrow, but they will go
into the game having lost only one of the
10 games they have played since Jurgen
Klopp succeeded Brendan Rodgers as
manager.  Klopp saw his team beat
Swansea City 1-0 on Sunday courtesy of
a James Milner penalty and was also
boosted by the returns from injury of
captain Jordan Henderson and striker
Daniel Sturridge.

“It’s good news. They are very impor-
tant players and they did well,” said
Klopp, who revealed that Brazilian play-
maker Philippe Coutinho could face

Southampton despite sitting out
Sunday’s game with a hamstring com-
plaint.

Tighten up 
“Philippe had a very intensive session

yesterday (Saturday), but we decided
two or three days ago that we didn’t
want to risk (him) for this game,” said the
German.

“Now I think he’s fit. I saw him in the
dressing room and he looks good.  I’ll
have to talk with him tomorrow. I think
he’s ready for Southampton.”

Everton will hope to continue their
recent attacking form when they travel to
second-tier Middlesbrough, who pulled
off a stunning penalty-shootout victory
away to Manchester United in round four.
Everton have scored 14 goals in their four
games in November, notably crushing
Newcastle United 6-2, overwhelming
Aston Villa 4-0 and playing out a gripping
3-3 draw at Bournemouth on Saturday.
But Everton led 2-0 and 3-2 at Dean
Court, only to twice let Bournemouth
back into the game, and Romelu Lukaku
says that his side will need to tighten up
for the trip to the northeast.

“It’s a good learning moment for us as
players because we want to evolve and
become a better team,” said the Belgium
striker, whose goal at Bournemouth took
his tally for the season to 12 in all compe-
titions.  “The result (at Bournemouth) is
not easy to take, but we need to move for-
ward and learn from these type of games.”
The remaining quarter-final, on Tuesday,
sees Stoke City host second-tier Sheffield
Wednesday, who dumped Arsenal out of
the tournament with a rousing 3-0 win at
Hillsborough a month ago.

League Cup winners in 1991,
Wednesday have not reached the last
four since 2002, while Stoke have not
gone as far as the semi-finals since they
won the tournament in 1972. — AFP

BORDEAUX: Bordeaux’s Uruguayan forward Diego Rolan (R) vies with Caen’s French defender Damien Da Silva during the French L1 football
match between Bordeaux and Caen on Sunday at the Matmut Atlantique stadium in Bordeaux, southwestern France. — AFP 

Mourinho denies rift 
with brooding Costa

City, Liverpool turn 
eyes to League Cup 

LONDON:  Chelsea’s Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho (R) talks to his staff before
the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and
Chelsea. — AFP


