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DUBAI: It took 19 years for Raffatullah Mohmand to
hit the big time with Pakistan, suffering so many set-
backs that he once even considered quitting to play
for neighbouring Afghanistan.

But patience has paid off for the Peshawar native
who at the age of 39 became the oldest player from a
Test match country to make his Twenty20 debut
when he played against England in Dubai last
Thursday. “Indeed, it’s been a long long wait, but I
kept faith and my patience is an example for future
generations,” Mohmand, who made his first-class
debut in 1996, told AFP.

“I am sure my selection will give courage to all
those cricketers who, despite their talent and hard
work, do not get a chance in the national team.  They
will be assured that their good performances will not
go unnoticed.”

It was in 2005 that Mohmand had his first chance

to stake a claim to a place in the national team.
As one of the finest opening batsmen on the

domestic circuit, Mohmand was asked to join a train-
ing camp and was tipped to get a call for the three-
match Test series against touring England.

But the energetic Mohmand failed to impress
then coach Bob Woolmer and captain Inzamam-ul-
Haq who felt he needed more time in first-class crick-
et before promotion to the national team.

“That disheartened me no end, but I kept working
hard. I knew that one day I would wear the colours of
Pakistan.” But four more years passed before he
sensed another opportunity.  Along with Amir Sajjad,
Mohmand set a new first-class world-record for a sec-
ond wicket partnership, piling on 580 playing for
Water and Power Development Authority.  He
smashed a career-best 302.

“I thought that would be enough for me to get a

Pakistan call,” said Mohmand.  “But when I was
nowhere in the reckoning I was depressed and want-
ed to move to Afghanistan.”

Mohmand considered playing the World Cup
qualifiers in 2009 by representing Afghanistan but
even that did not work out as rules required him to
have lived in the country for four years.

“Kabir Khan (then Afghanistan coach) wanted me
to play for Afghanistan and although I never lived
there I was ready but that too was out of reach,” said
Mohmand. “I thought where to go and at that time
the security situation was also not good. I was close
to leaving the game,” remembers Mohmand. 

“Where can a cricketer like me go when he doesn’t
get a chance despite good performances?” Finally, he
made his mark in September this year when he
starred in Peshawar’s National Twenty20 triumph.

Although he managed 230 runs in seven games, it

was his strike rate of 157.53 and his aggressive style
which caught the eyes of selectors who were looking
for an opening batsman. “Maybe that was my luck as
the selectors may have thought that if I can do well
for Peshawar I can also do well for Pakistan,” said
Mohmand.

When he made his debut against England last
week, he beat Indian great Rahul Dravid’s previous
record of being the oldest man to make a Twenty20
debut from Test playing countries. 

Dravid played his first game for India in the format
at 38 years and 232 days. The oldest debutant in all
Twenty20 cricket is United Arab Emirates’
Mohammad Tauqir who played his first match at 43
years and 124 days earlier this year. However,
Raffatullah hasn’t had a good start at international
level, with scores of 16 and 23 in two games against
England, both of which Pakistan lost. — AFP

Patience key for Pakistan’s oldest rookie Mohmand

LONDON: Ex-New Zealand cricket captain Chris Cairns leaves Southwark Crown Court in central London yesterday. A British jury today cleared
former New Zealand cricket captain Chris Cairns of perjury charges over match-fixing in Test cricket. After a nine-week trial the jury of seven
women and five men at Southwark Crown Court in London found Cairns, 45, not guilty of perjury and perverting the course of justice. — AFP

LONDON: Former New Zealand cricket captain
Chris Cairns was yesterday cleared of perjury
charges over match-fixing after a British trial
which he said had been “hell”.

After a nine-week trial the jury of seven
women and five men at Southwark Crown Court
in London found Cairns, 45, not guilty of perjury
and perverting the course of justice.

In an emotional statement outside court,
Cairns said he had been through “hell” and would
not be returning to cricket. “It has not been a vic-
tory as such, because in a case like this there are
no winners. It’s been hell for everyone involved.”
Asked if he would work in the sport again, he
replied: “No, no, no.” He added: “It’s my choice. I
think it would be quite a hard environment to go
back into. There has been a lot of damage done
and I think that’s unfortunate.”

The cricketer fought back tears as he
described the strain of being away from his fami-
ly for nearly three months. Charges were brought
against Cairns after he sued Indian Premier
League chairman Lalit Modi for libel in 2012 over
a 2010 tweet in which the administrator accused
him of match-fixing.

The allegations against Cairns resurfaced in

December 2013 when the International Cricket
Council confirmed it was investigating match-fix-
ing claims involving three former New Zealand
internationals.

BUSINESS PROPOSITION   
Cairns won £90,000 ($135,000, 128,000 euros)

from the libel case, but he was alleged to have
lied to the court when he said he had “never, ever
cheated at cricket”. The retired all-rounder was
said to have perverted the course of justice by
trying to convince fellow cricketer Lou Vincent to
provide a false witness statement.

Cairns’ friend and “legal adviser”, barrister
Andrew Fitch-Holland, was also cleared of per-
verting the course of justice. After 10 hours of
deliberations the jury was directed to acquit the
lawyer by  Justice Sweeney in light of the crick-
eter’s acquittal.  The pair stood to hear the ver-
dicts with their arms crossed behind their backs,
breathing audible sighs of relief as they heard
they were cleared.  Cairns beamed and slapped
his barrister friend on the back as they left the
glass-panelled dock before joining his legal team
at the back of the court.  The ICC said it “notes the
decision of the jury finding Mr Chris Cairns not

guilty and confirms its utmost respect for the
process that has been followed”.  “The ICC and its
ACU (Anti-Corruption Unit) will continue to work
closely with and provide all possible support to
players in order that the fight against corruption
can be tackled effectively and collectively.” The
jury heard evidence from a host of former crick-
eters including Brendon McCullum and former
Australia captain Ricky Ponting.  Current New
Zealand skipper McCullum said Cairns
approached him with a “business proposition”
about match fixing. But Cairns repeatedly denied
he was ever involved in match-fixing as he
defended himself during the trial. Cairns said he
reacted with “horror” and “anger” when Modi
accused him of match-fixing and he was
“shocked” that McCullum could accuse him of
trying to recruit him to fix results. He told the
court he discussed the topic of “spot-fixing” with
McCullum in April 2008 in Calcutta and explained
spread-betting to him because match-fixing was
“topical” in India at the time.

Cairns said there was “minimal” time spent dis-
cussing match-fixing, and said it was “completely
wrong” to suggest spread-betting was the equiv-
alent to match fixing. — AFP

Cairns cleared of 
match-fixing perjury 

ADELAIDE: The morning after
hobbling through for the winning
runs in an historic three-wicket
win over New Zealand in the first
day-night cricket test, injured
Mitchell Starc was already wonder-
ing when he’d be able to bowl
again for Australia.

Starc, the form bowler for
Australia in 2015 and the pace
spearhead after Mitchell Johnson
retired during the 2-0 series win
over New Zealand, sustained a
stress fracture in his right foot on
Friday and wasn’t able to bowl or
field for the remainder of the
Adelaide test.

The left-arm paceman will miss
the three-test series against the
West Indies starting Dec 10  in
Hobart, but was hopeful of being
fit enough to play in the return
two-test series in New Zealand in
February.

“There’s no point putting a time
stamp on it until the bone heals,”
Starc, who arrived at a news con-
ference on crutches, said yester-
day. Starc played two important
cameos while batting last, clobber-
ing an unbeaten 24 - including
two sixes and two boundaries in
one over - to help Australia take a
22-run first-innings lead, and then
joining fellow tail-ender Peter
Siddle at the end of the match
Sunday night when all the recog-
nized batsmen were dismissed
chasing a victory target of 187.

He said he was surprised to be
told he was going in to bat ahead
of Nathan Lyon and Josh
Hazlewood. He limped on the field
and backed up patiently as Siddle
whittled down the runs required,
half skipping, half running through
for the last two runs required.
Starc was using a “moon boot” to
take pressure off his foot. He also
has a long-term ankle injury that
will eventually need surgery, but
has been delaying that because
the recovery will keep him on the
sidelines for months.

“I’ll be in this (moon) boot for I
think three or four weeks, depend-
ing on how it’s going, and proba-
bly reassess then,” he said. “The
foot won’t rule me out for rest of
summer so there’s no point dou-
bling up and missing extra time
with surgery. “The ankle is going
pretty well. I’m not too worried
about how that ’s going to be
when my foot,” heals.

Australia’s pace bowling stocks
will be tested in Starc’s absence,
particularly after the retirements in
recent months of veterans Ryan
Harris and Johnson. James
Pattinson just missed out on selec-
tion for the Adelaide test when
Siddle was preferred as the replace-
ment for Johnson.  Josh Hazlewood
took a career-best 6-70 in the sec-
ond innings, and nine wickets for
the match, to lead the attack after
Starc was injured. — AP

Injured Starc unsure 
when he’ll bowl again 

ADELAIDE: This photo taken on November 29, 2015 shows Australia’s
pace spearhead Mitchell Starc (C) walking onto the field with crutches
at theend of first day-night cricket Test match against New Zealand at
the Adelaide Oval. Mitchell Starc said yesterday that it could be up to
four weeks before he knows when he can bowl again after another
injury setback in the Adelaide day-night Test. — AFP 

ADELAIDE: The carefully choreographed debut
of day-night test cricket in Adelaide threw some
time-honoured conventions out the window
but offered a glimmer of hope for the survival of
the game’s oldest format.  Players and purists
regard tests as the pinnacle of the game but
their enthusiasm for five-day matches has been
unmatched in the terraces of most cricket
nations for years.  So the total attendance of
123,000 fans at Adelaide Oval for a game that
lasted less than three days is certain to have
struck a chord with the sport’s power-brokers,
many of whom were onlookers at the venue.

“The inaugural day/night test in Adelaide
was a huge success, enjoyed by cricket followers
across the world,” International Cricket Council
Chief Executive David Richardson, who attended
the match, said in a statement on Monday.
“Day/night tests will not be feasible at every
venue, it certainly provides a new dimension for
players, spectators, broadcasters and fans alike
and it is here to stay.” Adelaide tests are tradi-
tionally well supported by local fans and inter-
state visitors but the total attendance was a
record in the city for a non-Ashes fixture.  The
mark was also a stark contrast to the disappoint-
ing turn-outs in the first two tests in Brisbane
and Perth.  The series-opener at the Gabba drew
52,000 spectators in total, while the 47,000 that
flocked to day one in Adelaide easily out-
stripped the 40,000 who trickled through the
gates for the entire test at the WACA in Perth.

Perhaps more encouragingly, the first-day
night test also drew a huge armchair audience
in Australia for local free-to-air broadcaster
Channel Nine, which has been an ardent sup-
porter of CA’s efforts to hold a floodlit test.

Some 3.19 million people tuned in to the
final day’s play, according to Channel Nine, the
highest rating day of cricket in the current
2015/16 season. Cricket Australia Chief
Executive James Sutherland saw enough prom-
ise in the opening days to float the prospect of
two tests under lights next season, against tour-
ing sides Pakistan and South Africa. “It would
seem that Adelaide is a fantastic place for it, and

there are other venues around the country,” he
told local radio yesterday. 

PINK HAZE
Under Sutherland, CA has long championed

day-night cricket and engaged local manufactur-
er Kookaburra nearly a decade ago to produce a
ball that could both be seen under lights and last
the full 80 overs required in a test match.

Despite years of painstaking testing, players
complained in the leadup that the ball was hard to
see during the warmup matches under lights and
also wore too quickly.  To that end, a grassy pitch
was specially prepared at Adelaide Oval to cushion
the ball from the usual wear and tear, an unusual
development in Australia where curators prepare
their pitches without fear or favour from authori-
ties.  The outfield was also noticeably more lush,
which slowed up shots that would normally have
clattered into the fence.  After 11 centuries were
scored in the opening two tests, the balance of
power swung sharply to the bowlers in Adelaide.
Australia wicketkeeper Peter Nevill’s 66 was the
highest individual score and the highest innings
total was a modest 228.  In Perth, New Zealand’s
Ross Taylor hit 290 while the highest innings score
was over 550. Cricket Australia had to refund fans
who bought tickets to day four of the test after it
wrapped up in three.  Like ICC boss Richardson,
New Zealand captain Brendon McCullum declared
the match a success and day-night tests “here to
stay”, but also bemoaned the imbalance between
bat and ball.  It was most pronounced at night
when the pink ball swung its hardest and was
tougher for batsmen to see under the lights.
McCullum’s coach Mike Hesson said he felt more
work was needed on the pink ball before further
day-night tests could be scheduled.

“I think there does need to be a little bit of
tweaking but the actual concept is excellent,” he
told reporters in Adelaide yesterday. “You do strug-
gle to see the seam at night, so I think there just
needs to be a little bit of work around that.  “I think
we enjoyed the fact that the ball swung but it’s just
something we need to look at because it’s a bit
more of a haze than a normal ball.” —Reuters

Successful day-night
debut promises

new dawn for tests

ADELAIDE: New Zealand have contacted the
International Cricket Council seeking answers
over a contentious review that went against
them at a crucial time in the fluctuating day-
night Test against Australia, coach Mike
Hesson said yesterday.  Hesson is still fuming
over the much-criticised decision by T V
umpire Nigel Llong on Saturday’s second day
to turn down a Decision Review System (DRS)
referral for a catch off Australia’s Nathan Lyon.

Lyon survived after the “Hot Spot” thermal
imaging revealed a mark on the back of his
bat before he had scored. It was a major let-off
for Australia, in trouble at 118 for eight and
still trailing the Kiwis first innings total by 84
runs in a low-scoring Test.  Lyon was walking
off the ground believing he was out before
returning to continue batting and join in a
record Australian trans-Tasman series 74-run
ninth-wicket stand with Peter Nevill to deliver
his side a vital 22-run first innings lead.
Australia won the low-scoring Adelaide third
Test by three wickets on the third day Sunday
to clinch a 2-0 series victory. “It was excellent,
wasn’t it? I think everyone at the ground saw
what unfolded,” Hesson told reporters.

“It’s been spoken about a lot. We’ve cer-
tainly made a representation to the ICC and at
present we’re still awaiting an acceptable
response.” Hesson said he had contacted
match referee Roshan Mahanama but did not
comment on what his side was specifically

demanding from the ICC.  “There’s been offi-
cial representation from New Zealand Cricket,
and from the team management as well,” he
said. “We’re going through the proper chan-
nels and we’re awaiting a response.”

But Hesson was clear about his views on
Llong and the DRS. “I don’t think there’s any-
thing wrong with the technology at all,” he
said.  “The technology has got a bit of a bad
rap. We’ve put our case forward and we are
awaiting a response.” Hesson said his side
would “never know” whether the disputed
decision could have changed the result. “The
game carried on and took a number of other
twists and turns after that, so it’s something
that I can’t answer. But it certainly had an
impact,” he said.

ICC chief executive Dave Richardson told
the Sydney Daily Telegraph he was adamant
Llong followed correct “process”, and in the
end it boiled down to a “judgement call”.

“That’s not appropriate for me to comment
on. I’m sure people have already made their
mind up about that already,” he said.
“Sometimes a decision can be quite crucial in
the context of a match. “No issues (with the
process). I was watching it on television when
it happened and I think the process was OK,”
he added. “Umpiring decisions are mostly up
to the umpire’s judgement and you can’t be
guaranteed which way it’s going to go in indi-
vidual instances.” — AFP

ADELAIDE: This photo taken on November 28, 2015 shows New Zealand captain
Brendon McCullum (2nd L) and wicketkeeper BJ Watling waiting for the decision by
TV umpire Nigel Llong for a catch off Australia’s batsman Nathan Lyon during first
day-night cricket Test match at the Adelaide Oval. New Zealand have contacted the
International Cricket Council seeking answers over a contentious review that went
against them at a crucial time in the fluctuating day-night Test against Australia,
coach Mike Hesson said yesterday. — AFP

New Zealand seek ICC 
clarification on DRS ‘clanger’


