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As such, the issuance of these coins reflects the pride
of every Kuwaiti citizen that Kuwait is placed firmly on
the global map of countries undertaking such work,
being designated a “Global Humanitarian Center,” he
added. The face of the new commemorative coins car-
ries the inscription “A Commemorative Issue for the
Naming of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a Humanitarian Leader by
the United Nations” in Arabic around the periphery and
a portrait of the Amir surrounded by decorative motifs,
Hashel explained.

The reverse has the same inscription in English, in
addition to decorative circular designs that contain the

official logos of Kuwait and the UN, and the inscription
“Central Bank of Kuwait”, besides other designs. In line
with worldwide standards, coins are minted with a diam-
eter of 38.61 mm, the governor said. He added that this
special commemorative issue includes gold, gold-plated
and silver coins with face values of KD 100, KD 10 and KD
5 each.

Details of how the public are able to purchase the
coins will be announced by the CBK in due course.
Hashel concluded by expressing his pride on the
issuance of the new commemorative coins, “embodying
a memorable occasion that will remain in the minds of
Kuwaitis for all time”. Hashel earlier met HH the Amir at
Bayan Palace and offered him the commemorative
coins. — KUNA 

CBK issues commemorative coins on Amir’s...
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“What should give us hope that this is a turning
point, that this is the moment we finally determined
we would save our planet, is the fact that our nations
share a sense of urgency about this challenge and a
growing realization that it is within our power to do
something about it,” said Obama, one of the first lead-
ers to speak at the summit.

The gathering is being held in a somber city.
Security has been tightened after Islamist militant
attacks killed 130 people on Nov. 13, and Hollande said
he could not separate “the fight with terrorism from the
fight against global warming.” Leaders must face both
challenges, leaving their children “a world freed of ter-
ror” as well as one “protected from catastrophes”. On
the eve of the summit, an estimated 785,000 people
from Australia to Paraguay joined the biggest day of cli-
mate change activism in history, telling world leaders
there was “No Planet B” in the fight against global
warming.

The leaders gathered in a vast conference centre at
Le Bourget airfield, near where Charles Lindbergh land-
ed his Spirit of St. Louis aircraft in 1927 after making
the first solo trans-Atlantic flight, a feat that helped
bring nations closer. Whether a similar spirit of unity
can be incubated in Le Bourget this time is uncertain.
In all, 195 countries are part of the unwieldy negotiat-
ing process, espousing a variety of leadership styles
and ideologies that has made consensus elusive in the
past. Key issues, notably how to divide the global bill to
pay for a shift to renewable energy, are still con-
tentious.

Signaling their determination to resolve the most
intractable points, senior negotiators sat down on
Sunday, a day earlier than planned, to begin thrashing
out an agreement. They hope to avoid the last-minute
scramble and all-nighters that marked past meetings.
The last attempt to get a global deal collapsed in chaos
and acrimony in Copenhagen in 2009. It ended with
Obama forcing his way into a closed meeting of China
and other countries on the gathering’s last day and
emerging with a modest concession to limit rising
emissions until 2020 that they attempted to impose on
the rest of the world.

Anxious to avoid a re-run of the Copenhagen disas-
ter, major powers have tried this time to smooth some
of the bumps in the way of an agreement before they
arrive. The presidents, prime ministers and princes
were making their cameo appearances at the outset of
the conference rather than swooping in at the end.
There are other significant changes in approach this
time around. The old goal of seeking a legally binding
international treaty, certain to be dead on arrival in the
Republican-controlled US Congress, has been replaced
by a system of national pledges to reduce emissions.
Some are presented as best intentions, others as meas-
ures legally enforced by domestic laws and regulations.

The biggest difference may be the partnership
between the United States and China. The world’s two
biggest carbon emitters, once on opposite sides on cli-
mate issues, agreed in 2014 to jointly kick-start a transi-
tion away from fossil fuels, each at their own speed and
in their own way. The United States and China “have
both determined that it is our responsibility to take
action,” Obama said after meeting Xi. “Our leadership
on this issue has been absolutely vital.”

That partnership has been a balm for the main
source of tension that characterized previous talks, in
which the developing world argued that countries that
grew rich by industrializing on fossil fuels should pay
the cost of shifting all economies to a renewable ener-

gy future. Now even China, once a leading voice of that
club, has agreed to contribute to an internationally
administered Green Climate Fund that hopes to dis-
pense $100 billion a year after 2020 as a way to finance
the developing world’s shift towards renewables.

In his speech, Xi reasserted China’s pledge for its car-
bon emissions to peak by 2030. But he also insisted rich
nations shoulder comparatively more of the responsi-
bility in curbing global warming. “Addressing climate
change should not deny the legitimate needs of devel-
oping countries to reduce poverty and improve their
people’s living standards,” Xi said. He demanded rich
nations honor their commitment, dating back to 2009,
to mobilize $100 billion a year by to tackle climate
change in poorer countries.

If a signed deal now appears likely, so too is the
prospect that it will not be enough to prevent the
world’s average temperature from rising beyond 2
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. That is
widely viewed as a threshold for dangerous and poten-
tially catastrophic changes in the planet’s climate sys-
tem. Obama called for an “enduring framework for
human progress”, one that would compel countries to
steadily ramp up their carbon-cutting goals and openly
track progress against them.

How and when nations should review their goals -
and then set higher, more ambitious ones - must still
be hammered out. Underscoring the difficulties ahead
in Paris, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi reiterated
his nation’s determination to burn increasing amounts
of coal and for developed counties to cut back more
sharply. “Justice demands that, with what little carbon
we can still safely burn, developing countries are
allowed to grow,” Modi wrote in a column published in
the Financial Times yesterday. “The lifestyles of a few
must not crowd out opportunities for the many still on
the first steps of the development ladder.”

“We still need conventional energy - we need to
make it clean, not impose an end to its use,” Modi later
told the gathering of world leaders. Almost a third of
India’s population remains in severe poverty with limit-
ed access to electricity, and its government sees little
chance of boosting their prospects without turning to
cheap and plentiful coal. “We hope advanced nations
will assume ambitious targets and pursue them sin-
cerely. It’s not just a question of historical responsibili-
ty-they also have the most room to make the cuts and
make the strongest impact,” Modi.

“The prosperous still have a strong carbon footprint
and the world’s billions at the bottom of the develop-
ment ladder are seeking space to grow,” he said. Echoing
demands made earlier by Xi, Modi called on rich nations
to meet their commitment to muster $100 billion a year
from 2020 to help poor countries cope with climate
change. “Developed countries must fulfill their responsi-
bility to make clean energy available, affordable and
accessible to all of the developing world,” Modi said.

In his speech to the summit, Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe lashed out at “miserly” developed
nations that wanted to “burden us with cleaning up the
mess they themselves have created”. Bolivia’s leftwing
president, Evo Morales, blasted capitalist greed for set-
ting the planet on a path to doom. “If we continue on
the path trod by capitalism we are condemned to disap-
pear,” he warned.

A handful of the world’s richest entrepreneurs,
including Bill Gates, have pledged to double the $10
bil l ion they collectively spend on clean energy
research and development in the next five years. “To
resolve the climate crisis, good will, statements of
intent are not enough,” Hollande said. “We are at
breaking point.” -— Agencies 

World leaders launch bid for climate...
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The Assembly will hold a new session today with the
Dow report and the cancellation of the grilling of former
public works minister Ahmad Al-Jassar high on the agen-
da. The grilling will be considered null and void after the
resignation of Jassar was accepted on Sunday and after

the appointment of former oil minister Ali Al-Omair in his
place. Omair will take the oath as the minister of public
works. Regarding the Dow report, MPs are scheduled to
review why the government scrapped the multibillion-
dollar joint venture with US’ Dow Chemical and why it
rushed the payment of the $2.2 penalty ordered by an
international arbitrator.

Assembly warns govt over failure...
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Bangui where tensions remain high after more than
two years of violence. “Together, we must say no to hatred,
to revenge and to violence, particularly that violence
which is perpetrated in the name of a religion or of God
himself,” he said.

The pope later flew out of Bangui to head back to
Rome, ending his first trip to Africa that also took in Kenya
and Uganda. Francis’ message of peace and reconciliation
appeared to have made a powerful impression, with a
group of Muslim rebels turning up to join tens of thou-
sands watching a papal mass at the capital’s Barthelemy
Boganda stadium. In extraordinary scenes just before the
pope’s arrival, two pickup trucks pulled up in the middle of
the crowd and a group of Muslims from PK5 leapt out, all
wearing T-shirts bearing the pope’s image, an AFP corre-
spondent said. 

As they pushed through the crowd in an area where
Muslims usually do not dare to venture, people cheered
and applauded, shouting: “It’s over” in reference to the
inter-communal hatred that has blighted the country since
a 2013 coup sparked a cycle of revenge attacks. Several
hundred people had packed into the mosque, including a
number actually living there after being forced out of their
homes by the violence. 

“We are very proud to welcome him, the pope is not
only for the Christians, he is a servant of God for all Central
Africans,” said Ibrahim Paulin, a spokesman for the dis-
placed. Francis said his visit to CAR “would not be com-
plete if it did not include this encounter with the Muslim

community,” saying all those who believed in God “must be
men and women of peace”.  He was greeted at the mosque
by the Grand Imam Nehedi Tidjani, who once again said
Muslims and Christians must “live together”.

Perched high on the mosque’s minarets were armed UN
peacekeepers from the MINUSCA force who were keeping
a close eye on the crowds as a helicopter buzzed over-
head. At the edge of the district, armed Muslim rebels
stood alert in front of wooden barricades, watching out for
any threat from Christian vigilantes. Despite the tight secu-
rity, the visit took place in a relaxed atmosphere. 

“We thought the whole world had abandoned us, but
not him. He loves us Muslims too. I’m very happy,” said Idi
Bohari, an elderly man standing by the side of a road in a
crisp white robe, unperturbed by the clouds of dust
whipped up by passing UN vehicles. Nicole Ouabangue,
whose husband was hacked to death with an axe, said she
had heard many speeches before but the pope’s words
were “different”. “Pope Francis has more influence. If there
is anybody who can resolve our problems on Earth, it is
him,” she said.

The landlocked Central African Republic descended
into bloodshed after longtime Christian leader Francois
Bozize was ousted by rebels from the mainly Muslim
Seleka force in March 2013. The coup triggered a wave of
violence between Muslim rebels and Christian “anti-bala-
ka” militias, plunging the former French colony into its
worst crisis since independence in 1960. Tensions remain
high in the capital, where more than 100 people have
been killed in tit-for-tat attacks between the two sides
since late September alone. — AFP 

Pope visits mosque in strife-torn CAR 
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Fuad Qabazard told KUNA on arrival home yesterday that
the purpose of his two-week adventure was to draw the
world’s attention to the UN’s naming of Kuwait as a “Global
Humanitarian Center”. Qabazard climbed up 5,364 meters to
the Mount Everest Base Camp, located in the Mahalangur

mountain range in Nepal and Tibet. Zaid Al-Refai, a Kuwaiti
national, was the first Arab and Kuwaiti to climb Mount
Everest and the 46th person to climb all seven highest sum-
mits in the seven continents of the world. Refai is the director
of the Arabian Mountaineering and Alpine Climbing Club,
founded in an attempt to popularize mountain climbing
among people in the Middle East. — KUNA 

Kuwaiti raises flag at Everest
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Sentencing for the two who were convicted
was set for Jan 13, while a hearing was sched-
uled for Dec 20 for Ben-David, from the Adam
settlement in the occupied West Bank. Abu
Khdeir was abducted and killed weeks after the
kidnap and murder of three Israeli teenagers in
the West Bank. The incidents were part of a spi-
ral of violence that led to a 50-day war in the
Gaza Strip between Israel and Palestinian mili-
tants. The war killed more than 2,200 people,
making 2014 the bloodiest year of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, according to the United
Nations.

The two convicted are 18 now but were 16
when they were charged in July 2014, with one
from Jerusalem and the other from the Israeli
town of Beit Shemesh. They have not been
identified by the court. Abu Khdeir was kid-
napped from Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem
and beaten, with his burned body found hours
later in a forest in the western part of the city.
An initial forensic report showed smoke in his
lungs, indicating he was alive when set alight.
A lawyer for the family told AFP his body had

been burnt beyond recognition.
Israeli authorities said the suspects had

decided to kill an Arab in revenge and
equipped themselves with cable ties, petrol
and other materials before randomly choosing
Abu Khdeir. They had allegedly tried to kidnap
a child in east Jerusalem the day before, but
were thwarted by the youth’s mother. Weeks
earlier, the June 2014 abduction of Naftali
Frenkel, Gilad Shaer and Eyal Yifrach from a
hitchhiking stop near the flashpoint West Bank
city of Hebron sparked a vast Israeli search
operation in which hundreds of Palestinians

were arrested and at least five killed.
Israel immediately blamed the kidnappings

on militants from Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment that controls Gaza, rounding up hun-
dreds of suspected members in the West Bank.
The brutal revenge killing of Abu Khdeir was
followed by an uptick in rocket fire from Gaza,
and the launch on July 8 of a full-scale Israeli
military operation against the Palestinian
enclave. Hamas denounced the delay in the
verdict for Ben-David, calling it “proof of the
occupier’s racism and the cover it gives to set-
tlers’ crimes.”

The head of a coalition of Arab Israeli politi-
cal parties also criticized the court’s decision,
saying “when the murderers are Jewish, they
benefit from the protection of judicial institu-
tions”. “Sometimes it is prohibited to reveal
their names and other times they suffer from
psychological troubles,” Ayman Odeh, a mem-
ber of the Israeli parliament, said in a state-
ment. Abu Khdeir’s name was initially included
on an Israeli memorial to victims of “terror
attacks,” but it was removed after his family
objected, with his father saying he was
Palestinian, not Israeli. —- AFP 

Mixed verdict in burning of Palestinian teen


