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YANGON: Myanmar opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi will meet President Thein Sein and military
chief Min Aung Hlaing tomorrow, their first meeting
since she won an historic election earlier this
month, a senior government official told Reuters.

Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD)
won the vote with a landslide and needs to forge a
working relationship with the powerful military for
her government to run smoothly.

Suu Kyi, a former political prisoner who is barred
from becoming president under the military-draft-
ed constitution, invited the military chief and the
president to meet just days after the Nov. 8 election
to discuss national reconciliation. The NLD will be
the dominant party when Myanmar’s new parlia-
ment sits in February, while the armed forces will be
the largest opposition group. The constitution guar-
antees unelected members of the military a quarter
of seats in both houses. Commander-in-Chief Min
Aung Hlaing also has three powerful ministries
guaranteed under the charter. This gives him a
strong hold on Myanmar’s sprawling bureaucracy.

Suu Kyi will meet the president at his official resi-
dence tomorrow morning and the military chief in
his office in the afternoon, Zaw Htay, a senior offi-
cial from the President’s Office, said yesterday.

The meetings will be closed to the media, he
said. Win Htein, a senior member of the NLD, also
confirmed the meetings but declined to give any
details about what would be discussed.

53 recruits release
Meanwhile, Myanmar’s military released 53 chil-

dren and young people from service yesterday as

part of an effort to rid its ranks of underage soldiers,
the United Nations said. Human rights groups have
long accused Myanmar’s military, known as the
Tatmadaw, of abuses such as using child soldiers,
forcibly  recruiting conscripts and confiscating land.

Since the military handed power to a semi-civilian
government in 2011, it has taken some steps to pro-

fessionalise the armed forces, including the release of
soldiers recruited while under the age of 18. “Today’s
release is the result of continued efforts of the
Government of Myanmar and the Tatmadaw to put
an end to the harmful practice of recruiting and
using children,” said Renata Lok-Dessallien, the UN
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Myanmar,

in a statement. “I am delighted to see these children
and young people returning to their homes and fam-
ilies. We are hopeful that institutional checks that
have been put in place and continued efforts will
ensure that recruitment of children will exist no
more.” The military has released 146 underage
recruits this year and 699 since it signed a joint action
plan with the U.N. in 2012 to end the use of children
in the military. The UN it had no estimate for the
number of underage soldiers in Myanmar. Experts
believe Myanmar’s military to be between 300,000
and 350,000 strong, but the military does not release
data on its size. Lok-Dessallien also called on armed
ethnic groups to stop recruiting child soldiers. The
UN Secretary-General has listed seven such groups
as being “persistent perpetrators” in the recruitment
and use of children in their operations.

They include the powerful Kachin Independence
Army, which controls large swathes of Myanmar’s
northern Kachin State, and the United Wa State Army
(UWSA). Operating on the Myanmar-China border,
the UWSA is regarded as the largest and best
equipped of Myanmar’s armed ethnic groups.

The announcement of the release comes amid
fighting between the military and ethnic groups in
the eastern Shan State, as well  as in Kachin.
Activists from Shan State last week accused the
military of bombing schools and Buddhist temples,
firing on civilians and raping women during its
recent offensives.  The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates
that up to 6,000 people have been displaced by the
fighting in Shan and another 1,200, including 500
children, in Kachin. — Reuters
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NAYPYITAW: Police officers stand next to a barricade as factory workers gather to stage a protest
close to the  capital Naypyitaw yesterday. — AP

OLONGAPO, Philippines: A Philippine court is
expected to deliver its verdict today in the emo-
tion-charged case of a US Marine accused of
murdering a transgender Filipino after discover-
ing her gender when they checked into a hotel,
officials said.

Philippine police were readying heavy securi-
ty for the ruling in Olongapo City, northwest of
Manila, in the case involving US Marine Pfc.
Joseph Scott Pemberton. Left-wing activists said
they plan to hold protests in the city, where
Pemberton is accused of strangling to death
Jennifer Laude after they met in a bar in October
last year.

The killing sparked anger in the Philippines
and reignited calls by left-wing groups and
nationalists for an end to America’s military pres-
ence at a time when the US is reasserting its
dominance in Asia, and Manila has turned to
Washington for support amid an escalating terri-
torial dispute with China. The murder case also
revived a debate over which government should
have custody of US military personnel who run
afoul of local laws under a Visiting Forces

Agreement they signed in 1998.
Lawyers for the victim’s family and

Pemberton both predicted victory. Murder is
punishable by life in prison while an acquittal is
non-appealable. Yesterday, Laude’s two sisters
and mother, Julita, lit candles, placed a bouquet
of flowers and prayed at her tomb in a small
Olongapo cemetery. Julita said she prayed to
God to give justice to her daughter.

Pemberton, an anti-tank missile operator
from New Bedford, Massachusetts, was one of
thousands of American and Philippine military
personnel who participated in a joint exercise
last year.  He and a group of other Marines were
on leave after the exercise and met Laude and
her friends at a bar in Olongapo, a former liberty
city outside Subic Bay freeport, a former US
Naval base. 

Pemberton and Laude left the bar and
checked in at a nearby hotel. About 30 minutes
later, Pemberton walked out, leaving the door
ajar, according to hotel staff.

Pemberton testified in August that he choked
Laude during a fight that erupted when he dis-

covered she was a transgender woman, but
insisted she was still alive when he left her in a
shower, according to his lawyer, Rowena Garcia
Flores. Police, however, said Laude had appar-
ently been drowned in the toilet. The Visiting
Forces Agreement, which allows US forces to
conduct military exercises in the Philippines,
says the Philippines can prosecute American
service members, but that the US has custody
over them “from the commission of the offense
until completion of all judicial proceedings.”

However, the Philippine Supreme Court ruled
in 2009 that convicted US personnel must serve
their sentences in Philippine detention.

In a compromise last year, the US agreed to
have Pemberton detained in a compound at
Philippine military headquarters in Quezon City
guarded by US Marines with an outer ring of
Filipino forces.

Left-wing activists and nationalist Filipinos
have cited the custody provision as proof that the
accord was lopsided in favor of the US and under-
mines the sovereignty of the Philippines, which
was an American colony until 1946. — AP
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KATHMANDU: Nepalese activists hold up placards and join hands as they take part
in a protest in Kathmandu yesterday during an ongoing dispute between Nepal
and India. — AFP

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s top political leaders
met yesterday with representatives of the
Madhesi ethnic group who are protesting
against the country’s new constitution to
try to end a months-long crisis, but no
agreement was reached.

The protesters have imposed a general
strike in much of southern Nepal and
blocked a key border point with India, caus-
ing a shortage of fuel and other goods in
the Himalayan nation. They are demanding
a bigger state than granted in the new con-
stitution and greater representation in the
government.

After Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Oli
and top leaders in the coalition government
and the main opposition Nepali Congress
party held discussions yesterday with
Madhesi leaders, both sides said there was
no agreement reached but pledged to con-
tinue with talks.

Laxman Lal Karna, a Madhesi leader, said
they agreed to meet again tomorrow night
to discuss their key demands. “We told the
government to stop using force to stop our
protests and peace rallies,” Karna said. “The
government is yet to even implement the
two agreements reached in a previous
meeting on providing free treatment for
wounded protesters and monetary com-
pensation for families of those killed. Our
talks today made no progress in resolving
anything.” The government side, however,

appeared more optimistic about the talks.
“The meeting today has helped create a
conducive environment between the three
sides,” said Narayan Kaji Shrestha of the
United Communist Party of Nepal Maoists.
“Though no agreement was reached today,
we have all reached an understanding that
there would be continuity to the talks.”

Madhesis say the new constitution unfair-
ly divides Nepal into seven states with bor-
ders that cut through their ancestral home-
land. They want the states to be larger and to
be given more autonomy over local matters.

At least 50 people have been killed in
the protests since August. The United
Nations’ children’s agency warned yesterday
that more than 3 million children under the
age of 5 in Nepal “are at risk of death or dis-
ease during the harsh winter months due to
a severe shortage of fuel, food, medicines
and vaccines.” UNICEF said in a statement
that the Nepalese government’s regional
medical stores had already run out of vac-
cines against tuberculosis, and that stocks
of other vaccines and antibiotics were criti-
cally low. It said the 125,000 newborns
expected in Nepal in the next two months
are at particular risk, with ambulance servic-
es hit by the fuel shortage, resulting in a
drop in births in hospitals and health cen-
ters. The lack of fuel for heating also increas-
es the risk of hypothermia and death for
newborn babies, it said. — AP
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MANILA: Davao mayor Rodrigo Duterte (front L) shakes hands with supporters outside a
hotel in Manila yesterday. A feared Philippine mayor nicknamed “Dirty Harry” for his
ruthless anti-crime stance announced yesterday he would run for president next year,
after boasting of killing criminals and even cursing the pope for worsening traffic. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States’ embassy in
Kabul yesterday warned of an imminent attack in
the Afghan city, saying it had received credible
reports of a threat within the next two days, but
had no other details. “US Embassy Kabul has
received credible reports of an imminent attack
in Kabul city, Kabul province, Afghanistan within
the next 48 hours,” it said in a post on its website.

“During this period of heightened threat, the
US Embassy strongly urges US citizens to exercise
extreme caution if moving around the city. There
were no further details regarding the targets, tim-
ing, or method of the planned attack,” it said. 

Mending ties
The leaders of Pakistan and Afghanistan met

in Paris yesterday to discuss ways to resurrect
peace talks with Taliban insurgents and to
improve relations between the neighbors that
soured earlier in the year after a string of mili-
tant attacks in Kabul. Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif’s office released a statement say-
ing he had met Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
on the sidelines of the climate change summit
in the French capital.

“Discussions were also held on the resump-
tion of the peace and reconciliation process”
aimed at ending the 14-year-old Afghan war,
the statement said. “Both leaders agreed to work
with all those who would enter such a process
as legitimate political actors, and act, alongside
the Afghan government, against those who
refuse to take the path of peace.” 

Pakistan in July hosted the first official talks
between the Afghan government and representa-
tives of Taliban insurgents, who are seeking to re-
establish their hardline Islamist rule that ended
with the 2001 US-led military intervention.
However, a second round of talks was cancelled
after it was revealed that the Taliban’s founder and
reclusive leader, Mullah Mohammad Omar, had
been dead for two years. Pakistan accused those
who were trying to sabotage the talks of leaking
the news. Meanwhile, grinding violence in

Afghanistan kills hundreds of people each month.
The Taleban in September briefly seized a provin-
cial capital for the first time since their ouster, in a
major setback for Ghani’s government.

Newly declared Taleban leader Mullah Akhtar
Mansour has not publicly endorsed a return to
the negotiating table, although hopes were
raised when he appointed a new team to the
movement’s political office in Qatar. The Afghan
government had no immediate comment yes-
terday’s meeting. Relations between

Afghanistan and Pakistan improved in the early
days of Ghani’s presidency, but quickly deterio-
rated after a series of major bombings in the
Afghan capital, Kabul, that some blamed on mil-
itants based in Pakistan.

The Pakistani statement said Sharif had
briefed Ghani on its ongoing military crack-
down on militants on its side of the border,
saying that he vowed “Pakistan would take all
efforts to tackle the menace of terrorism fac-
ing the two countries”. — Reuters
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KUNDUZ: Staff members walk through the damaged Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) hos-
pital in Afghanistan’s city of Kunduz. A US investigation into a strike on a charity-run
Afghan hospital cited mistakes so “reckless” that observers said they left open the unset-
tling question of whether those involved had ripped up their own rulebook in a chaotic
effort to take out the Taleban. — AFP

BELFAST: Northern Ireland’s restrictive abortion
laws are in breach of human rights by failing to
provide exceptions in the case of fatal foetal
abnormality and sexual crime, Belfast’s High
Court found in a landmark ruling yesterday.

Unlike other parts of the United Kingdom,
abortion is banned in Northern Ireland except
only where the life or mental health of the
mother is in danger. Doctors who perform
abortions outside the limitations face up to life
in prison. Like in the Irish republic where the

law is just as strict and debate by both sides
just as fierce, the restrictions have led to thou-
sands of pregnant women travelling across
the Irish Sea to Britain for abortions each year.
After four months of deliberation, Judge Mark
Horner upheld a challenge by the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission that the
laws breached the European Convention on
Human Rights. He asked the parties to consid-
er whether the ruling can be applied under
current legislation.

If not, it would be referred to Northern
Ireland’s devolved assembly which to date has
refused to extend legislation and whom the
judge criticized, saying the issue was “unlikely
to be grasped by the legislature in the foresee-
able future”.

Without citing any source, Irish national
broadcaster RTE said it understood Northern
Ireland’s Attorney General would challenge
the ruling. Northern Ireland Human Rights
Commission welcomed what they called a

landmark ruling. “Today’s result is historic, and
will be welcomed by many of the vulnerable
women and girls who have been faced with
these situations,” the group’s chief commis-
sioner Les Allamby said in a statement.

The ruling is likely to have an impact on the
debate south of the border where a complete
ban on abortion was only lifted in 2013 when
terminations were allowed if a mother’s life
was in danger.

With abortion law reform gaining momen-

tum, Prime Minister Enda Kenny said last week
that if re-elected he would institute a citizens’
convention to debate the issue and allow his
members of parliament a free vote on any rec-
ommended changes.

Kenny’s junior coalition partner, Labour,
with whom he wishes to return to govern-
ment, has said it will  campaign at elec-
tions early next year to allow abortion for
cases such as rape, incest and fatal foetal
abnormality. — Reuters

Northern Irish abortion laws breach human rights: Court


