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OUAGADOUGOU: First results
were due yesterday from Burkina
Faso’s presidential election aimed
at setting the country on a fresh
path after a year of turmoil which
saw people power oust its veter-
an leader and repel a military
coup. Sunday’s delayed election
was the first time in almost three
decades that the west African
nation voted for a new leader,
following the ouster of president
Blaise Compaore in a mass popu-
lar uprising in October 2014.

The two favourites, Roch Marc
Christian Kabore and Zephirin
Diabre, were both top figures in
Compaore’s regime, but each
broke with the former soldier
and notably opposed his foiled
bid to change the constitution
and extend his stay in power.

A confident Kabore promised
his followers a “first-round knock-
out” but with a total of 14 candi-
dates in the race, Diabre’s sup-
porters anticipate a second
round in which everything is pos-
sible. 

The head of the Independent
National Electoral Commission
(CENI), Barthelemy Kere, said the
vote had been “generally satisfac-
tory”, despite anomalies such as
absent ballot papers and the late

opening of some polling stations.
Kere praised the “patience, tol-

erance and understanding” of the
5.5 million strong electorate, who
were also voting for members of
a new parliament for the mainly
Muslim nation.

Long queues had formed out-
side polling stations, forcing
some to stay open later than
scheduled, and there were no
reports of disturbances. 

‘Sighing with relief’ 
The election was due to have

been held on October 11, but the
country was plunged into fresh
uncertainty in September when
elite army leaders close to
Compaore tried to seize power.

Once again angry citizens
took to the streets to foil the
coup. I ts leaders, including
Compaore’s former guard chief
General Gilbert Diendere were
thrown behind bars and the elec-
tions were rescheduled. People
in Burkina, a poor nation of 18
million people that has a history
of coups, are hoping the election
will usher in a long era of peace-
ful democracy.

“We’re smiling broadly, we’re
sighing with relief,” said Halidou
Ouedraogo, chairman of CODEL,

the civil society platform moni-
toring the election.

“The Burkinabe people rose to
the challenge of holding these
historic elections in a calmer
atmosphere.” Turnout was strong
in each of the 45 provinces, elec-
tion chief Kere said, without giv-
ing figures. 

Observers noted that partici-
pation was certainly higher than
during elections during the
Compaore era, when it stood at
around 50 percent.

“ This is a victory.. .  for the
Burkinabe people,” said Michel
Kafando, who has presided over
the transitional regime put in
place after Compaore fled.

It was “the first fully democrat-
ic, transparent” election since
1978, when the former French
colony was still known as Upper
Volta, Kafando said.

‘Real change’ 
Marxist revolutionary soldier

Captain Thomas Sankara seized
power in a 1983 coup and
renamed the country as Burkina
Faso (“Land of Upright Men”)
before being killed in a 1987
coup by his ex-comrade
Compaore. Sankara is still widely
admired for his pan-African

ideals as well as his fight against
corruption and neo-colonialism.
Compaore’s ruling Congress for
Democracy and Progress (CDP)
was unable to put up any candi-
date in the presidential poll,
under a contested law that
barred anybody connected with
his plan to change the constitu-
tion and cling to power.

However, the well-entrenched
CDP had many candidates in the
parliamentary election and could
score well under the system of
proportional representation. “We
have had a total rupture with the
old system,” Kabore said Sunday,
pledging to “bring real change to
the country”. He worked with
Compaore for 26 years before
falling out of favour and taking
up a public stance against the
regime and its party.

Diabre, an economist, opted
for an international career but
also served at home as minister
of economy and finance and at
one point joined the UN
Development Program. The gov-
ernment deployed a 25,000-
strong security force to oversee
the election in the nation, which
has been struck by attacks by
jihadists from neighboring Mali
this year. — AFP
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PRISTINA: Tear gas is used by opposition lawmakers disrupting a parliamentary session in the Kosovo capital, Pristina, yesterday.—AP

Three lawmakers arrested in 

Kosovo in tear gas protest

Kerry to back Kosovo reforms on first Balkan trip

PARIS: Burkina Faso President Michel Kafando (right) shakes hands
with French President Francois Hollande, upon his arrival for the
opening of the UN conference on climate change, yesterday at Le
Bourget, on the outskirts of the French capital Paris.—AFP

PRISTINA: Three opposition lawmakers were
arrested in Kosovo yesterday amid chaotic
scenes in parliament, filled once more with tear
gas in a fresh protest against an accord with for-
mer master Serbia.

Opposition MPs have been disrupting the
work of parliament for two months by releasing
tear gas in the chamber each time it tries to sit.
They are demanding the government revoke a
deal, brokered by the European Union, to grant
minority Serbs greater local powers and the pos-
sibility of funding from Belgrade. They also
oppose a border demarcation deal with
Montenegro.

Opposition supporters have rioted several
times on the streets of the capital, Pristina,
heightening the sense of a young country in cri-
sis almost eight years since it declared inde-
pendence from Serbia.

US Secretary of State John Kerry is due to visit
Kosovo tomorrow in a gesture of support for its
development as an independent state, 16 years
after a US-led NATO air war to halt the killing and
expulsion of ethnic Albanians by Serbian forces.

Yesterday, opposition lawmakers twice
released tear gas in the chamber. Police rushed
out Prime Minister Isa Mustafa and other minis-
ters. Local media and opposition parties said the
parliament’s presidency had suspended all

opposition MPs from yesterday’s session, which
continued later in the day without them.

“We will protest inside the parliament and
outside in the streets,” Glauk Konjufca of the
opposition Vetevendosje (Self-Determination)
party told Reuters. “One of the options is also
early elections; let them verify whether the
Kosovo people support them”.

On Friday, masked police armed with rifles
arrested Vetevendosje’s founder, lawmaker Albin
Kurti, on charges of releasing tear gas in parlia-
ment. So far five MPs have been detained and
arrest warrants have been issued for two more.

Kerry visit
John Kerry, on his first trip to the Balkans as

US secretary of state, visits Kosovo to underscore
Western concern over the slow pace of progress
16 years after a US-led air war set it on the road
to independence. Kosovo faces a deepening
political crisis over relations with former master
Serbia, against a backdrop of widespread frus-
tration over a lack of progress on democracy,
corruption and Western integration.

The country of 1.8 million people, the majori-
ty ethnic Albanians, broke away from Serbia in
1999 when the United States led an 11-week
NATO bombing campaign to halt the killing and
expulsion of ethnic Albanian civilians by Serbian

security forces fighting a two-year counter-insur-
gency war.

Kosovo declared independence in 2008. The
mainly Muslim but overwhelmingly secular
country remains staunchly pro-American, but
there are concerns in the West over the risk of
radicalization among disaffected and jobless
young Kosovars. At least 200 of them are
believed to have joined Islamist militants in Syria
and Iraq.

Kerry’s brief visit, a senior US official told
Reuters, aims “to show support for (the) process
of democratic state building, strengthening rule
of law, and the Kosovo-Serb normalization talks.”

Those talks mediated by the European Union
aim to improve relations between Serbia and
Kosovo. Serbia does not recognize its former
southern province as sovereign, complicating its
path to full international recognition. Serbia’s
big-power ally Russia and five of the EU’s 28
members also oppose full  recognition for
Kosovo. For weeks, Kosovo has been rocked by
riots and repeated scenes of opposition lawmak-
ers releasing tear gas in parliament. 

Huge frustration
The official said Kerry would also raise the

issue of Kosovars leaving to fight in Syria before
he heads north to Belgrade for a gathering of
the 57-nation Organization for Cooperation and
Security in Europe (OSCE) almost certain to be
dominated by the war in Syria and the threat of
Islamic State.

Having flown close to one million miles in
nearly three years as secretary of state, that
Kerry is only now getting to the Balkans is seen
in some ways as a sign of success in a region that
just two decades ago was at war. Analysts, how-
ever, say there is growing disenchantment
across the region, notably in Kosovo. Many
Kosovars are growing frustrated with the slow
pace of progress towards European integration
and the freedom of movement, jobs and pros-
perity they hope this will bring.

“You have this huge frustration growing in
Kosovo as it becomes clear that the promises
and hopes associated with independence are
not being fulfilled,” said Gerald Knaus, chairman
of the European Stability Initiative think tank.
Ardian Arifaj, an adviser to Kosovo Foreign
Minister Hashim Thaci, said Kerry’s visit would
provide a “push for domestic politics to continue
our work” and showed “we are clearly on the
right track.”

The United States continues to commend
great support among Kosovars. “If the Americans
were not helping us in 1999, today I would be in
a grave ... or in a foreign country,” said teacher
Ymer

Sylejmani, 64. “But sometimes they (make)
mistakes because they are supporting some
thieves here - our politicians.” — Reuters

PARIS: US President Barack Obama and
Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed
the Syria crisis and the situation in Ukraine
during a meeting yesterday on the sidelines
of the climate summit in Paris,  a White
House official said.

Obama stressed the importance of target-
ing Islamic State militants in Syria and not
focusing military attacks against rebel
groups who oppose Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad, the official said on customary con-
dition of anonymity. “The two presidents dis-
cussed the imperative of making progress on
the Vienna process to bring about a ceasefire
and political resolution to the civil war in
Syria,” the official said, referring to interna-
tional talks in the Austrian capital on the
Syria crisis. Obama told Putin he believes
Assad must leave power as part of a transi-
tion, and both leaders said their foreign min-

isters will continue to work on the diplomatic
process, the official added.

Obama expressed regret over the recent
death of a Russian pilot after Turkey shot
down a Russian warplane at its border with
Syria, the official said. The plane downing
triggered Moscow’s deployment of an
advanced missile system to Syria . Obama
encouraged de-escalation between Russia
and Turkey, the official said. During the dis-
cussion, the American president also empha-
sized a diplomatic solution to the Ukraine cri-
sis, adding that sanctions against Russia can
be rolled back when Moscow honors the
Minsk cease-fire accord, according to the
White House official, who spoke on back-
ground.

The two leaders met for 30 minutes
alongside the climate talks in Paris, the
Kremlin said separately.  — Reuters

Obama, Putin discuss 

Syria, Ukraine at summit 

PARIS: Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) meets with US President Barack Obama
on the sidelines of the UN conference on climate change - COP21, yesterday at Le
Bourget, on the outskirts of the French capital Paris. — AFP 

Seven hacked to death in Congo 

hospital, dozens killed in clashes 

KINSHASA: Seven people hacked to
death in a hospital were among at least
30 people killed in fighting at the week-
end between the army, backed by UN
troops, and Islamist Ugandan rebels in
nor theast Democratic Republic of
Congo, local sources said yesterday.

Intelligence gaps, poor coordination
and insufficient resources have ren-
dered the Congolese army and the UN
peacekeeping force ineffective against
the armed ADF group that is estimated
to have only a few hundred fighters.
Massacres on a simliar scale have been a
regular occurrence for more than a year.
The ADF has operated in the area since
the 1990s and funds itself by illicitly
trading timber and gold.

Sunday’s clashes broke out in the
town of Eringeti, 55 km (35 miles) north
of the town of Beni near the Ugandan
border, when fighters from the ADF - a
group led by Islamist radicals - attacked
a military headquarters, according to
the Center of Study for the Promotion of
Peace, Democracy and Human Rights, a
group that documents violence in North
Kivu province.

At least four Congolese soldiers and
12 Islamist militants were killed in the
clashes,  while seven civi l ians were
hacked to death with machetes at a
hospital, according to a provisional toll,
UN DRC mission spokesman, Felix Basse
said.  Eastern Congo is  plagued by
dozens of armed groups that prey on
the local population and exploit mineral

reserves. Millions died there between
1996 and 2003 as a regional conflict
caused hunger and disease.

The government has blamed the ADF
for nearly all of the attacks near Beni in
the last year, although some analysts
argue that other armed groups or crimi-
nal gangs are probably involved.

Local activists say at least 500 civil-
ians have been killed near Beni since
October 2014, most in overnight raids
by rebels carried out with machetes and
hatchets.

Alexis Katsurana, a local government
administrator in the nearby town of
Oicha, said that Eringeti residents had
fled in their  hundreds nor thward
towards Ituri province on Sunday.

Eight Congolese soldiers and one UN
peacekeeper from the Force
Intervention Brigade, which has a man-
date to conduct offensive operations,
died fighting, the local rights group said
in a statement.

Basse told Reuters that a UN peace-
keeper from the brigade had been killed
and a second wounded in the fighting.
He declined to give the nationality of
the peacekeepers but a UN source said
the dead soldier was a Malawian.

He said the town was now once
again under the control of Congolese
and UN forces. The governor of North
Kivu, Julien Paluku, confirmed six civil-
ian and 12 ADF deaths but said he had
no information about Congolese army
casualties. — Reuters

BAKU: Azerbaijan yesterday accused
Armenian forces of killing one of its soldiers in
the latest clash between the arch-foes over
the disputed territory of Nagorny Karabakh.
“As a result of a shootout with Armenian
forces, an Azerbaijani soldier died on the
(Karabakh) frontline,” the defense ministry in
Baku said in a statement.

“The response will be harsh,” the ministry
said, adding that “Armenia’s political and mili-
tary leadership bears full responsibility for this
bloody provocation and rising tensions across
the frontline.”

Yerevan and Baku are locked in a decades-
long conflict over breakaway Nagorny
Karabakh, a Yerevan-backed ethnic Armenian
enclave in Azerbaijan. The two ex-Soviet
nations regularly exchange fire along their
shared border and across Nagorny Karabakh’s
volatile frontline.

In a first since the 1994 ceasefire, both sides
reportedly used large-calibre artillery in tit-for-
tat attacks in September, raising the specter of
a new war.  International mediators to
Karabakh peace talks coordinated by the

Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) at the time “condemned in
strong terms” the violence that caused civilian
casualties, and called on both countries to
“accept an OSCE mechanism to investigate
ceasefire violations”.

US mediator James Warlick said last month
that the two countries’ presidents had agreed
to meet “before the end of the year” and
expressed hope that they “will  defuse
increased tensions”.

Ethnic Armenian separatists backed by
Yerevan seized control of the territory during a
1990s war that left some 30,000 dead. Despite
years of negotiations, the two countries have
not signed a final peace deal to cement a ten-
uous ceasefire.

Energy-rich Azerbaijan, whose military
spending exceeds Armenia’s entire state
budget, has threatened to take back the
breakaway region by force if negotiations fail
to yield results. 

Armenia-backed by Russia, which sells
weapons to both Baku and Yerevan says it
could crush any offensive. —AFP
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