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BALTIMORE: In Baltimore, this year can be
divided into two parts: What came before
Freddie Gray died and what happened
afterward. Gray, 25, suffered a mysterious
injury in the back of a police transport van
and died April 19, inspiring thousands to
take to the streets to protest what they
believed was the mistreatment by police
of another young black man. The narrative
of Gray’s life and death instantly became a
thread in the fabric of the Black Lives
Matter national movement.

Six police officers were indicted in
Gray’s death. Jury selection in the first trial
begins Monday. A verdict is likely to set the
tone for the city: If Officer William Porter is
acquitted there could be protests and pos-
sibly more unrest. A conviction could send
shockwaves through the city’s troubled
police department. “Everything is at stake.
The future of the city is at stake,” Police
Commissioner Kevin Davis said.

The demonstrations were mostly
peaceful for several days, but on the day
Gray was buried, looting and rioting start-
ed. Businesses were burned down and the
unrest ended up costing the city millions
of dollars in property damage. The trou-
bles forced an incumbent mayor in the
throes of a re-election campaign to drop
out of the race, and toppled the career of a
reform-minded police chief who was
unceremoniously fired. The homicide rate
soared and the blood continues to spill on

Baltimore’s streets at a pace unseen in
decades. Porter faces charges of assault,
manslaughter, reckless endangerment and
misconduct in office. He is being tried first
in part because prosecutors want to use
him as a witness in the trials of several oth-
er officers. Porter is accused of failing to
get medical help for Gray during several
stops the van made on its 45-minute trip.
At the end, officers found Gray unrespon-
sive and he was taken to a hospital. He
died a week later. Gray was initially hand-
cuffed. Later during his van ride, his legs
were shackled and he was placed back in
the van without a seatbelt, a violation of
department policy, prosecutors have said.

‘Big Scene’ 
Porter told police investigators that

arresting Gray “was always a big scene”,
according to a pretrial filing by defense
attorneys. Porter indicated that he knew of
a previous arrest in which Gray allegedly
tried to kick out windows of a police vehi-
cle. “You know, so he was always, always,
like, banging around,” Porter said in the
statement excerpted in the filing. “It was
always a big scene whenever you attempt-
ed to arrest Freddie Gray.”

Defense attorneys say that helps
explain Porter’s actions during Gray’s April
arrest. Porter is black. Two other officers
are black and the three others are white.
They will be tried separately beginning in

January; their trials are expected to last
until the spring. The trials, much like Gray’s
death, are a microcosm of larger, systemic
issues within the city, and the verdicts will
have consequences on the city’s immedi-
ate future, as well as its healing. Nearly
eight months after the city burned, the
stakes for the police, the politicians and
the public remain high.

When violent crime began surging in
May, residents of predominantly poor
black neighborhoods that bore the brunt
of the bloodshed blasted the police for
abandoning their posts- a side effect,
some said, of the charges against the offi-
cers involved in Gray’s death. The police
union, in turn, criticized the former com-
missioner for failing to protect and sup-
port them during the riot.

An independent review of the police
response revealed “major shortcomings,”
and painted a portrait of an overwhelmed
and under prepared department that
made tactical errors and endangered offi-
cers. Hours before Police Commissioner
Anthony Batts was fired in July, the police
union issued its own scathing report, and
its president called for Batts to “step up.”
The US Department of Justice announced
a patterns and practice probe into the
department stemming from allegations
that officers hassled people and used
excessive force. Davis stepped in as police
chief in July, after a crime spike that saw 45

homicides in a single month. Since then,
Davis has tried to repair the broken rela-
tionship between the department and the
public.

Political Landscape 
Apart from the police, the political

landscape has changed since Gray’s death.

A Democratic primary in April will likely
decide who will be the new mayor next
November. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake was harshly criticized in the wake of
the civil unrest for failing to publicly
appear for five hours as the city burned
and the images were displayed on national
television networks.— AP 

High stakes for Baltimore as Gray trials begin

Clinton made time at 
State for supporters

Calendars reveal high-profile meetings

BALTIMORE: William Porter (right), one of six Baltimore city police officers charged
in connection with the death of Freddie Gray, walks into a courthouse with his
attorney Joseph Murtha (center) for jury selection in his trial yesterday. —AP 

WASHINGTON: As secretary of state, Hillary
Clinton opened her office to dozens of influential
Democratic party fundraisers, former Clinton
administration and campaign loyalists, and cor-
porate donors to her family’s global charity,
according to State Department calendars
obtained by AP.

The woman who would become a 2016 presi-
dential candidate met or spoke by phone with
nearly 100 corporate executives, Clinton charity
donors and political supporters during her four
years at the State Department between 2009 and
2013, records show. Many of those meetings and
calls, formally scheduled by her aides, involved
heads of companies and organizations that were
pursuing business or private interests with the
Obama administration at the time, including with
the State Department while Clinton was in
charge. In addition, at least 60 of those who met
with Clinton have donated or pledged program
commitments to the Bill, Hillary and Chelsea
Clinton Foundation. A dozen have been among
Hillary Clinton’s most reliable political fundraisers,
bundling more than $100,000 in donations dur-
ing her failed 2008 presidential campaign or pro-
viding larger amounts to Clinton-allied super
political action committees this time. And at least
six entities represented in the meetings paid for-
mer President Bill Clinton lucrative fees for
speeches.

The AP found no evidence of legal or ethical
conflicts in Clinton’s meetings, in its examination
of 1,294 pages from the calendars. Her sit-downs
with business leaders were not unique among
recent secretaries of state, who sometimes called
on corporate executives to aid in international
affairs, according to archived documents.

Availability 
But the difference with Clinton’s meetings was

that she was a 2008 presidential contender who
was widely expected to try again in 2016. Her
availability to luminaries from politics, business
and charity shows the extent to which her office
became a sounding board for their interests. And
her ties with so many familiar faces from those
intersecting worlds were complicated by their
lucrative financial largess and political support
over the years - even during her State
Department tenure - for her campaigns and her
husband’s, and for her family’s foundation.

Among those she met with or spoke with by

phone were chief executives such as General
Electric Co.’s Jeff Immelt, PepsiCo Inc’s Indra
Nooyi, FedEx Corp’s Fred Smith, former Morgan
Stanley chairman John Mack and former
Citigroup Inc. chairman Sanford Weill. There
were also billionaires: Investors George Soros
and Warren Buffett and diet pioneer S. Daniel
Abraham. Major Democratic Party fundraisers
included entertainment magnate Haim Saban,
real estate developer Stephen J Cloobeck and
American Federation of Teachers president
Randi Weingarten.

In its response to detailed questions from the
AP, the Clinton campaign did not address the
issue of the candidate’s frequent meetings with
corporate and political supporters during her
State Department tenure. Instead, campaign
spokesman Nick Merrill said “Secretary Clinton
turned over all of her work emails, 55,000 pages
of them, and asked that they be released to the
public. Some of that will include her schedules.
We look forward to the rest of her emails being
released so people can have a greater window
into her work at the department.”

The State Department turned the Clinton cal-
endars over to the AP earlier this month, docu-
ments the AP sought for two years under the
Freedom of Information Act. The department
censored many meeting entries for privacy rea-
sons or to protect internal deliberations, making
it impossible to discern all the identities of those
who met Clinton. A State Department
spokesman declined to comment on the
agency’s redactions of the calendars or the
arrangements for Secretary of State John Kerry’s
daily schedules.

The AP has also sought detailed planning
schedules that aides sent Clinton before each
day’s events, but the State Department has
declined to search through the files of some of
Clinton’s close aides at the time. The State
Department’s release of Clinton emails has so far
turned up at least 155 planning schedules,
called “minischedules,” but they account for only
a tiny percentage of Clinton’s four-year stint - 7
percent of the 1,159 days covered by those
email releases.

Discrepancies  
Merrill said Clinton was not sent the planning

“minischedules” every day or when she traveled,
“which would account for why you see some on

some days and not on others”. The AP also found
at least a dozen differences between Clinton’s
planners and calendars involving visits by
donors and longtime loyalists. In one example, a
June 2010 Clinton planning schedule that the
State Department released uncensored shows a
3 p.m. meeting between Clinton and her long-
time private lawyer, David Kendall. But Clinton’s
formal calendar lists the 20-minute session only
as “private meeting - secretary’s office,” omitting
Kendall’s name.

The Clinton campaign could not explain
those discrepancies but said the candidate had
made a good faith effort to be transparent by
giving her work-related emails to the State
Department for public release. The calendars
offer hour-by-hour depictions of Clinton’s hectic
diplomatic schedule in Washington and her for-
eign tours crammed with meetings with digni-
taries. Even so, she found time to meet CEOs,
loyalists and donors.

“It shows Hillary Clinton marrying her politi-
cal interests with the business and policy inter-
ests of powerful people,” said Lawrence Jacobs,
director of the Center for the Study of Politics
and Governance at the University of Minnesota.
“These are the people you cultivate to lay the
groundwork for running for president.”

Clinton favored a select group of visitors - at
least two dozen - for repeated meetings.
Abraham, the billionaire behind SlimFast diet
products and chairman of the S Daniel Abraham
Center for Middle East Peace, met with Clinton at
least three times and was slated to meet her three
other times, according to her calendars and
schedules. Clinton’s calendars showed they met
at her office in May 2009 and Oct 2010. Clinton
also spoke at an Abraham Center event in April
2010. Abraham has given $5 million to $10 mil-
lion to the Clinton Foundation and donated $1.2
million in 2012 to Priorities USA Action, a super
PAC supporting Clinton in 2016. Abraham told
the AP that he assumed that he and Clinton dis-
cussed Mideast policy during their contacts.
Teachers’ union chief Weingarten met Clinton
three times, in 2009, 2010 and 2012. Emails
released by the State Department show that
Weingarten’s policy aide, Tina Flournoy, mes-
saged Clinton at her private account in mid-
September 2009 saying that “Randi and would
like to visit you re: child labor issues - if that’s pos-
sible, whom should I contact to schedule?”—AP

DES MOINES, Iowa: In this Oct 24, 2015 file photo, former President Bill Clinton and his wife, Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton,
wave to supporters after the Iowa Democratic Party’s Jefferson-Jackson fundraising dinner. — AP

AMMAN: US Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson (left) leaves the ABS
Network studios in the Jordanian capital on Sunday.— AFP 

WASHINGTON: Republican presidential
candidate Ben Carson said on Sunday that
he found facilities at a Syrian refugee camp
in Jordan to be “really quite nice” and that
people there would rather stay or return
home to Syria than come to the United
States. But Carson, one of the leaders in the
polls in the contest for the Republican pres-
idential nomination in 2016, offered few
details in a round of television interviews
from Jordan about how he would work to
defeat Islamic State militants and stabilize
Syria to enable the refugees’ return.

After meeting with refugees at a camp
in Jordan, Carson, 64, told CNN that “their
true desire is to be resettled in Syria”. “But
they are satisfied to be in the refugee
camps if the refugee camps are adequately
funded. Recognize that in these camps
they have schools, they have recreational
facilities that are really quite nice. And
there (are) all kind of things that make life
more tolerable,” he added.

Speaking from Jordan, told ABC’s “This
Week” program: “We’re hearing that they all
want to come here to the United States,
and that’s not what they want. They want
to go back home.” Carson also defended
comments he made earlier this month in
which he compared Americans’ attitude
toward Syrian refugees to fears of a rabid
dog. “The Syrians and the people here com-
pletely understood what I was saying,”
Carson told NBC’s “Meet the Press.” “It’s only
the news media in our country that thinks
that you’re calling Syrians dogs. They

understand here that we’re talking about
the jihadists, the Islamic terrorists.”

Carson and other Republican presiden-
tial candidates have criticized President
Barack Obama’s plan to admit 10,000 Syrian
refugees over the next year, citing the risk
that militants could slip through. The
Obama administration has emphasized the
refugee program vetting process. The
White House on Sunday declined to com-
ment on Carson’s remarks. A retired neuro-
surgeon who has faced scrutiny over his
foreign policy credentials, Carson visited
the Zaatari camp for refugees fleeing Syria’s
civil war, and said he also spoke with med-
ical personnel, humanitarian workers and
government officials. In the ABC interview,
Carson called for increased US aid for
regional refugee efforts such as those in
Jordan. “I believe that the right policy is to
support the refugee program that is in
place, that works extremely well but does
not have adequate funding,” Carson said. “If
you do that, you solve that problem with-
out exposing the American people to a
population that could be infiltrated with
terrorists who want to destroy us.”

Carson said that Islamic State should be
defeated quickly and criticized the current
US strategy as “piecemeal”. “I think we need
to work in close conjunction with our
Department of Defense, with our
Pentagon, with our experts. Ask them what
do you need in order to accomplish this?
And then, let’s make a decision,” he told
NBC. — Reuters 

Carson: Syrian refugee
facilities ‘quite nice’

Gang prison fight in
Guatemala kills 16

GUATEMALA CITY: Sixteen people died in
a fight between rival gangs in a maximum
security Guatemalan prison where security
forces are still working to regain control,
Deputy Interior Minister Elmer Sosa said
yesterday. The perimeter of the Granja
Penal Canada facility has been surrounded
by army and police officers, Sosa said,
adding that authorities had avoided enter-
ing the prison Sunday when the fight broke
out amid reports that several inmates were

carrying firearms. 
The decision was meant to mitigate risk

to security forces and other inmates, he
said. “We are coordinating an investigation
into the death of 16 inmates with prosecu-
tors,” Sosa told journalists, adding that the
fight was believed to be due to a clash
between rival gangs. The maximum securi-
ty prison is home to nearly 3,100 detainees
and is located just 75 km south of
Guatemala City. — AFP 


