
LOCA L
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2015

Zain launches 
campaign for online
gaming enthusiasts

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications compa-
ny in Kuwait, announced the launch of its latest cam-
paign for online gamers entitled “Do Not Disturb”,
wherein Avenues Mall visitors can enjoy an interactive
and live online gaming experience on Zain’s ultrafast
LTE-A network. 

The new campaign runs from 26 Nov - 5 December,
and all Zain customers and Avenues Mall visitors are
welcome to visit the company’s dedicated booth at
Grand Avenue and enjoy trying the fastest online gam-
ing experience on the most advanced nationwide LTE-A
network in the country. 

Zain is offering an exclusive postpaid package for
booth visitors, which is specifically designed to meet
the needs of online gamers. The exclusive promotion of
KD 23 offers a monthly cap of 1 TB, one free LTE-A
router, one free PlayStation 4 device, free one-year PSN
Plus subscription, Gamer Pass that allows unlimited
online gaming on PlayStation Network without affect-
ing the customer’s Internet plan, as well as one free PSN
gift card with $70 credit.

Zain was keen to take an extra step to meet the
demands of gamers and provide them with the ultimate
online gaming experience, as it offers everyone the
opportunity to try its most advanced LTE-A network
through eight PlayStation 4 devices available at its dedi-
cated booth. Zain will also be organizing an exciting
online video gaming tournament during the last two
days of the campaign with valuable prizes to be offered
to the winners.  The introduction of this campaign high-
lights Zain’s eagerness in keeping pace with the ongo-
ing changes of needs and wants of its customers. With
this latest announcement, Zain strengthens its leading
position in providing special services and offerings
designed for the gaming community. 

In efforts of providing the best gaming experience,
Zain specially designed the latest campaign to surpass
customers’ expectations. The company is well aware of
the rising demands of Internet usage by online gamers,
and thus has presented this campaign and exclusive
offer to elevate their telecommunications experience.
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Education Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Educational
Development and Activities Faisal Al-Muqaseed speaks.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education along with
the US Embassy and the US military is organiz-
ing a series of programs in various schools in
Kuwait to mark the 25th anniversary of the liber-
ation of Kuwait. In this regard, a commemora-
tion was held at the Masoud bin Sinan Boys
Middle School in Salaam yesterday. The event
was attended by US Charge d’Affaires Joey
Hood accompanied by Education Ministry
Assistant Undersecretary for Educational
Development and Activities Faisal Al-Muqaseed. 

Also present during the ceremony were
school Principal Akeel Hussein, embassy repre-
sentatives, Colonel Wayne Blanchette, vice
chief of the office of military coordination at
the embassy and dozens of students of the
school. Members of the US military forces, sev-
eral of whom were among the 700,000 US mil-
itary personnel who helped liberate Kuwait,
were in attendance too.

Activities
Various activities including a film about

the invasion and a dance presentation were

the highlights of the event. “To celebrate the
strong relations between the United States
and Kuwait, more than 2,000 students have
participated in cultural, photography, musi-
cal, theatre and arts activities to commemo-
rate Kuwait’s liberation anniversary,” Hood
mentioned. “These are economic relations,
military relations and cultural relations, but
more impor tantly,  they are relat ions
between friends. 

This friendship was tested 25 years ago.
And I am proud to say that the United States
stood with Kuwait when it most needed our

help. As a result, our friendship grew stronger,”
he added. 

Sacrifices
“We are here to remember your history.

Remember the sacrifices of your parents and
grandparents to provide you the freedom that
you enjoy today,’ Hood said. “Remember the
suffering the people of Kuwait endured during
the occupation. And remember your friends,
the people of the United States and the people
of the allied nations represented here, who
also sacrificed to make Kuwait the country it is

today. But as you remember the past, know
that all the sacrifices were for you and the
future generations of Kuwait. And because of
those sacrifices, the future of Kuwait belongs
to you. And you have the responsibility to
move Kuwait forward into a better future,” he
concluded. The film about Kuwait’s invasion
and liberation was titled ‘The Seven Minutes’
are put together and directed by Abdulrahman
Al-Kandari. Before the presentation of plaques
of appreciation to the guests and visitors, per-
formances by a Kuwait folklore band and US
soldiers were presented onstage. 

Kuwait-US friendship growing stronger: Hood 

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank concluded its platinum
sponsorship of the 32nd National Union of
Kuwaiti Students (NUKS) conference in the
United States.  The conference took place 26-28
November at the Hilton Bayfront in San Diego,
California and is the largest annual gathering of
Kuwaiti students outside of Kuwait.

The conference took place over three days
and included numerous formal and informal
activities.  These included: lectures; workshops; a
career fair; elections for the new NUKS board;
and the opportunity to network amongst them-
selves and the institutional representatives tak-
ing part in the event. 

Gulf Bank played an important role in the
conference. On the first day the Bank’s represen-
tatives Mrs. Salma Al-Hajjaj, General Manager for
Human Resources, and Mr. Tareq Al-Saleh,
Assistant General Manager for Investments, led a
youth focused discussion at the post-graduate
workshop.  First, participating students gave
presentations on their studies, then workshops
on youth, politics, environment, and media were
held.  Later that evening Mrs. Al-Hajjaj gave an
opening speech at the dinner where the Bank’s
Graduate Development Program (Ajyal) was
showcased in a short video which highlighted
the strategic importance the Bank places on nur-
turing local talent and providing opportunities
to Kuwaiti nationals to assume leadership posi-
tions within the Bank.  

The next day Mr. Tareq Al-Saleh joined the
panel of judges in the “Start-Up Panel” where
students presented business ideas.  The judges
then selected the winners who were awarded
total prizes of $3,500.  During the conference,
students were able to register for Gulf Bank’s
special raffle prize draw at the Bank’s booth in
the career fair. 

The raffle winners were announced at the
conclusion of the “Start Up” Panel (Tajriba Al
Oula).  The winners are as follows: 
* $ 2,500: Hamad Talal Al-Ghareeb
* $1650: Hamad Ahmed Al-Sherida and Fahad
Faisal Mohammed
* $1,000: Yousef Farhan Al-Enezi; Hamid
Tiffouni; Ahmed Mohammed Al-Thuwaini;

and Meshal Hady Al-Azmi
* $500: Abdullah Nasser Al-Mutairi; Yousef
Dherar Al-Sumait; Talal Waleed Al-Oumi;
Salman Khaled Al-Kandari; Mohammed
Khaled Al-Azmi; Ahmed Abdulrahman Al-
Seram; Ali Al-Beloushi; and Sulaiman Ahdy
Al-Sabej

Mrs. Salma Al-Hajjaj also held a “Gender
Diversity and Women in the Workplace” where
she discussed the challenges she overcame in
her successful professional journey and shared
ideas about diversity in the 21st century work-
place.  The other Gulf Bank workshop by Mr.
Tareq Al-Saleh was on the “Global Investments
Firms Landscape: Introduction to Asset
Management Firms and Investment Banking”
who provided an overview of the investment
industry, including career options.

Gulf Bank remains strongly committed to
supporting youth events and initiatives and
doing its part to help empower the next genera-

tion of Kuwaitis. For more information on the
NUK-USA conference please see their website at:
http://www.nuks.org or its social media channels
at nuksusa. 

KUWAIT: Plots’ prices in the local private
property sector drastically increased in the
past few years due to low supply and
mounting demand, according to a report
released on Monday by the Kuwait Real-
Estate Union.

Prices of land plots allotted for private
housing significantly increased, in the past
seven years. Rate of a square meter which
stood at KD 334 in 2007 jumped to KD 698
in 2014, rising by 109 percent. Lands’ prices
have been climbing by 11 percent per year
since 2014. However, in 2013, they jumped
by 27 percent, the report said.

Property prices’ high jumps add to
financial burdens, suffered by Kuwaiti fami-
lies, compelled to save, totally, their income
for 10 years to be able buy a residence.
Residential areas in Kuwait are built on
1,000-sq-km lands. The population is esti-
mated at four million and the national
income at $200 billion, thus the property
hikes are at the level of the increases in the
Europe and American sectors.

Up to 118,000 plots of lands can be spe-
cialized for the private housing in Kuwait.
Nearly 141,000 others have been devel-
oped for constructing houses. The remain-
ing 44,000 plots are occupied, however
they are centered, by 61 percent propor-
tion, in Sabah Al-Ahmad residential district,
seaside Al-Khairan, Jaber Al-Ahmad and
northwest Al-Sulaibikhat.

With exemption of the above-men-
tioned districts, percentage of lands proper
for housing does not exceed 10.8 percent
of the overall number of these lands.  This
situation pushes the high prices of houses
and lands to higher levels in most regions.

Despite very low numbers of private
houses, rental sector has witnessed notice-
able activity. The report mentions several
kinds of leased houses; such as those that
are part of large residences, leased by the
landlord to Kuwaiti families - estimated at
more than 4,300 units, the rent of which
reaches as high as KD 371 as compared to
KD 313 for apartments. — KUNA

Prices of private houses
increased in past 7 years

Gulf Banks concludes platinum
sponsorship of NUKS-US Conference

Salma Al-Hajjaj, Gulf Bank General Manager for Human Resources, speaks during the opening
night ceremony.

Tarek Al-Saleh, Gulf Bank Assistant General
Manager for Investments, and Dari Al-Bader,
Senior Manager for Corporate Strategy at
Alghanim Industries, during the start-up panel.


