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By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Planning and Development Hind Al-Subaih said
owners of major companies will be allowed to
apply for visas online and that this measure will
end many problems resulting from crowding.
Speaking during a surprise tour at the Capital labor

department, Subaih said that she had given direct
instructions to automate transaction applications
and online applications as soon as possible. She
added that the tour was part of many others of
various labor departments to probe the progress
of work and listen to both employees’ and citizens’
complaints in person. The minister added that she
would ask for full lists of the number of employees

working in each department so as to know under-
staffed ones and work on ending the shortage.

The Municipal Council yesterday approved a
proposal made by member Meshari Al-Motoutah
concerning cancelling an auction to sell blocks
three and four in south Khaitan. The council also
approved another proposal on building a special
track for drag racing and stunt driving.    

Major companies to apply
for workers’ visas online

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Subaih is seen during a tour at the Capital labor department. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait Investment Authority
recently received authorizations from
relevant authorities concerning the
establishment of a shareholding com-
pany to bring and hire domestic labor-
ers, said MP Kamel Al-Awadhi, noting
that the company would be declared
by the end of December 2015. 

Comics banned
MP Fares Al-Otaibi said that he had

spoken with the information minister
about comics containing pornographic
material that were reportedly displayed
at the Kuwait International Book Fair.
The lawmaker said that the minister
told him that the images circulating on
social media were taken from comics
that did arrive but were banned and
withdrawn before display. He added

the images were leaked to social media. 

Educational difficulties 
The parliament’s committee for the

special needs’ affairs is currently work-
ing on adding people with educational
difficulties to beneficiaries of the dis-
ability law, said the deputy chairman
MP Madhi Al-Hajri. 

Expat technicians
The parliament’s budgets and final

statements committee yesterday met
with the Minister of Awqaf Yaqoub Al-
Sane to discuss his ministry’s final
statement and the report made by the
State Audit Bureau for the fiscal year
2014-2015. The committee also
inquired about hiring expatriate infor-
mation technology technicians, leav-
ing ‘long queues’ of Kuwaiti IT special-
ists unemployed. 

Maids recruitment
company declared

before Dec end

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A man died in a fire that broke out in a tent in Sabah Al-Ahmad City. Wafra fire-
men responded and put out the fire, and the charred body of an Asian man was found.
Investigations are underway. Meanwhile, a fire broke out in Dajeej, prompting Farwaniya
fire center to dispatch its team. The fire was in a foam and wood warehouse. The fire was
put out and no injuries were reported.

A picture from the scene where a tent burst in flames in Sabah Al-Ahmad, killing a
man inside.

Man killed in tent fire

The scene after firefighters tackled a blaze in a Dajeej warehouse.

Kuwait International Airport customs’
supervisor Suleiman Al-Fahd said officers
arrested an Asian maid for attempting to

smuggle one kilogram of heroin in the bot-
tom of her suitcase. She was sent to con-
cerned authorities.

Smuggler arrested

Two environment police officers walk by a lake of industrial waste
dumped by a tanker truck driver who was arrested yesterday. 

An abandoned boat is removed during a campaign in the Khuwaisat
chalets’ area.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Major Gen Abdallah
Al-Muhanna said the department is exerting all possi-
ble efforts to allow citizens and expatriates to process
their transactions easily and simply without any com-
plications. He said this comes at the instructions of
Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. He said that within
this measure, the block on all traffic violations for
2014 will be removed so that citizens and expats can
pay their fines. He said as for 2015 violations, the
block will be removed except for driving a vehicle
without a license, racing without a permit, reckless-
ness, endangering passengers’ lives and using the
vehicle for purposes other than what it was licensed
for (transporting passengers for money), as the block
will remain until the legal process is taken. The block
will be lifted for one month starting Dec 1, 2015.
Muhanna said paying fines can be done through the
interior ministry website and violation departments
in all governorates or service centers.

Camping season
The Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for

General Security Maj Gen Abdelfattah Al-Ali said his
sector is ready for the camping season, as part of the
interior ministry’s efforts to maintain security and face
all negative activities during the season. He said
departments participating in the security are security,
traffic, civil defense, detectives, emergency, munici-
pality, fire and medical emergencies. He said the plan
covers all areas of Kuwait, and asked citizens to coop-
erate with policemen and comply with the law.

Children found
The Interior Ministry’s Department of Relations

and Security Information said that three children
reported missing by their Kuwaiti father were
found safe and sound with their mother. The
department said in a statement that the children
were in good health, and were sent to the con-
cerned police station to take legal action. Criminal
detectives carried out extensive efforts to deter-
mine the whereabouts of the children, who went
missing due to family disputes.

Industrial waste
Environment police arrested a tanker truck

driver dumping industrial waste in a sandy area
near the airport runway wire fence on the Seventh

Ring Road. Airport security noticed the truck and a
very large black spot in the area, so they called
environment police, who called Mubarak Al-
Kabeer hazardous material center to analyze the
substance, and found it was a caustic chemical.
The driver said the industrial waste is from a petro-
chemical factory he deals with, and he was sup-
posed to take the material to the Wafra industrial
waste treatment station. He was sent to the
Environment Public Authority. Article 29 of the
Environment Protection Law includes a ban on dis-
posing waste of all types in environmentally
undesignated areas.  Article 131 of the same law
says any person who violates article 29 will be
jailed for a minimum of three years and a maxi-
mum of 10 years, and a fine of a minimum of KD
20,000 and a maximum of KD 200,000.

Abandoned boats
Environment police also carried out a cam-

paign to remove abandoned boats in the
Khuwaisat chalets’ area in cooperation with the
Municipality, Jahra Governorate and the Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR). Ten boats were removed and
a vehicle used to tow the boats.

Block removed to allow
paying traffic fines
Tanker driver arrested for dumping waste

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR) and the
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)
have signed contracts for a model
project to use photovoltaic systems
(PV) to generate electricity for the lat-
ter’s building.

They also cover examining the
quality of indoor and outdoor air and
the impact on the surrounding envi-
ronment of the Oil Sector Complex.
The trend is part of the continuous
cooperation between KISR and KPC,
KISR Director Nagui Al-Mutairi said
ahead of signing the two contracts.
He added that the f irst  contract
involves a pilot project, expected to
be completed in two years, to pro-
duce renewable energy worth 10 per-
cent of electricity consumed by the
KPC building annually.

The project constitutes a model
step toward the use of the scientific
applications of renewable energy,
and will help enhance public aware-
ness on the use of relevant technolo-
gies, Mutairi said. In addition, it will
help develop a new local market for
solar power.

According to Mutairi, KISR is carry-
ing out a host of major projects for
the variation of sources of renewable
power,  such as the Al-Shaqaya
Complex, whose first phase is expect-
ed to be completed by the end of
2017. Such ambitious initiatives and
projects enjoy close support and fol-
low-up of His Highness the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, he noted.

As for the second contract, that
will also take two years to be com-
pleted, Mutairi said that it will focus
on assessing the quality of air inside
and outside the Oil Sector Complex,
based on recommendations of previ-
ous studies.

Meanwhile, CEO of KPC Nizar Al-
Adsani, said they are keen on making
utmost benefit  from scientif ic
research to promote work at the cor-
poration. On the first contract, Adsani
said that the KPC, through coopera-
tion with KISR, seeks to implement
His Highness the Amir’s view, namely
benefiting from renewable energy for
generating electricity to reduce
reliance on oil, the chief source of
income, and lessen the environment
effects of fossil fuels.

Budget of the project is KD 1 mil-
lion ($3.28 million), and it will use
photovoltaic systems (BV) to gener-
ate electricity through solar cells, he
said. Referring to the second con-
tract, Adsani said that the KPC is
eager to reinforce concepts of secu-
rity, safety, and environment, as a
social culture and an ethical value,
through adopting and financing rel-
evant environment projects. Budget
of  this  second projec t  h i ts  KD
150,000, and it is considered exten-
sion of previous studies KPC and
KISR conduc ted over  the per iod
2006-2008. — KUNA

KPC, KISR sign solar
power contract

GENEVA: According to UNAIDS 2014 Fact sheet, the
Middle East and North Africa is the region with the
lowest number of people living with HIV. However,
the HIV burden is increasing with rising numbers of
AIDS-related deaths and new infections in several
countries. 

“In 2013, there were some 230,000 160,000-
330,000 adults and children living with HIV in the
region and there were an estimated 25,000 14,000-
41,000 new HIV infections in the region. New HIV
infections rose by seven percent between 2005 and
2013,” said Ibon Villelabeitia, Media specialist at the
Global Fund against AIDS, TB and malaria in an inter-
view with Kuwait News Agency (KUNA). 

The average of estimated number of people who
died of AIDS-related causes in 2013 is 15,000 10,000-
21,000 and 15,000 10,000-21,000 people died of
AIDS-related causes in the same year. Five countries-
Algeria, Iran, Morocco, Somalia and the Sudan-
account for 88 percent of these, he said. Iran accounts
for 30 percent of all HIV-positive people in the region,
with an estimated avarage of 70,000 47,000-110,000
people living with HIV.

In Sudan, there are 49,000 34,000-70,000 people
are living with HIV, representing 21 percent of the
regional burden. The HIV burden is mainly concen-
trated among people who inject drugs, migrants, sex

workers and men who have sex with men, he
explained.

Antiretroviral therapy
According to the Global Fund, the sharp increases

in AIDS-related deaths can be attributed in part to
the very low levels of access to lifesaving antiretrovi-
ral therapy across the region. “Only two countries
Djibouti and Morocco provided treatment to 20-40
percent of adults and children living with HIV. In sev-
en of the ten countries in the region, fewer than 20
percent of people living with HIV had access to treat-
ment,” the Global Fund media specialist said.

Currently, 13 countries in the Middle East/North
Africa region are benefitting from Global Fund invest-
ments and implementing programs to deal with the
fight against the three diseases including HIV.

The Global Fund is also investing in building
resilient and sustainable systems for health as part of
many of these grants. The fight against AIDS, TB and
malaria will only be won “if we make health care and
health systems affordable, accessible and effective
for all those who need it, particularly vulnerable pop-
ulations who might not have access due to stigma,
ability to pay or distance,” said Villelabeitia.

Activities of the Golbal Fund by mid-2015 in the
region show that 16,000 People are currently on ARV

therapy, 1,400 HIV-positive pregnant women receiv-
ing ARV prophylaxis for Prevention from Mother to
Child Transmission and 7,800 Basic care and support
services provided to orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren.

The fund dealt with 2,300,000 persons and
2,900,000 people received treatment for sexually
transmitted infections. “The global fund is seeking to
engage with NGOs in the region as it is recognized
they have an important role to play in the implemen-
tation of programs, in the communication on the
prevention of HIV and in advocacy for political and
financial support to address HIV”, said Villelabeitia.

Good example
A good example for the cooperation with global

fund and WHO in fighting AIDS is Morocco. Morocco
as a low-middle income country has demonstrated
important leadership in responding to HIV, particu-
larly in regards to facilitating the meaningful partici-
pation of women, civil society and key populations,
said the Global Fund. Key populations identify peo-
ple who experience a greater epidemiological vul-
nerability to HIV in this case, and may have reduced
access to services.  They include men who have sex
with men, people who inject drugs, female sex work-
ers and prisoners. — KUNA

Mideast has lowest number of HIV cases


