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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday, with
attendance of His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, Acting Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who pre-
sented to His Highness Dr Ali Saleh Al-
Omair for taking the oath on the occa-
sion of his appointment as the minister
of public works.

The swear-in ceremony was attended
by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister, Finance Minister
and Acting Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh,
General Secretary of the Cabinet Abdul-
Latif Abdullah Al-Roudhan, Director of
His Highness the Amir Bureau Ahmad
Fahad Al-Fahad and Head of the Amiri
Protocols, Sheikh Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir
received Deputy Prime Minister and

Defense Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah accompanied by
Canada’s Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan
along with his accompanying delega-
tion.

Humanitarian requirements
His Highness also received the United

Nations’ Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency
Relief Coordinator Stephen Rothwell
O’Brien, and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees Antonio
Guterres, besides the participants in the
5th Annual Conference on “Effective
Partnership and Information Sharing for
Better Humanitarian Action”, which is
held in Kuwait.

Following the meeting, O’Brien said:
“I was able to have a discussion over the
challenges that we face particularly in
this region and how we need to contin-
ue to maintain a strong collective com-
mitment meeting the dire needs of peo-
ple with humanitarian requirements

because of the difficulty of the conflict.”
Meanwhile, Guterres lauded the

Kuwaiti leader for his support to the
Syrian refugees’ cause by hosting three
donors’ conferences. “ There was a
moment in which the Syrian refugees
were forgotten where no one cared and
in that moment it was His Highness the
Amir that has convinced the internation-
al community to make them understand
that the Syrian people would need the
support of the international community,”
he said.  He added that Kuwait is striving
to create a peaceful balance in “a trou-
bled region” by playing the role of “equi-
librium of peace.” Separately, His
Highness the Crown Prince received
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance and Acting Minister of Oil Anas
Al-Saleh, National Security Apparatus
Chairman Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah,
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Canada
Abdulhamid Al-Failakawi and Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Mauritania Khaled
Mohammad Al-Shaibani. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Canada’s Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan.
— Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets United Nations’ Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen Rothwell O’Brien.

Omair takes oath as public works minister before Amir

UN officials laud Amir’s humanitarian support

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
welcomes minister Dr Ali Saleh Al-Omair. 

Dr Ali Saleh Al-Omair takes oath as
the new Minister of Public Works.

KUWAIT: The cabinet held its customary weekly
meeting at Bayan Palace yesterday under chair-
manship of Acting Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Emerging from the meeting, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Electricity and Water Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah said in press statements that
the cabinet had been apprised of a decree on His
Highness the Amir’s acceptance of Minister of
Public Works and Minister of Electricity and Water
Ahmad Al-Jassar’s resignation. The cabinet voiced
thanks and appreciation to the minister’s achieve-
ments and sincere efforts during his career.

It was also informed of a decree appointing
Anas Al-Saleh as Acting Minister of Oil, along with
his current post as Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance, Ali Al-Omair as Minister of
Public Works and Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs,  and Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah as Acting Minister
of Electricity and Water, along with his current
post as Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs.

The ministers were then notified of a letter
sent to His Highness the Amir from Nicaragua’s
President Daniel Ortega Saavedra, appreciating
His Highness the Amir and the State of Kuwait for
seeking to develop bilateral relations. They were
also apprised of the outcomes of the recent visit
by Nicaragua’s vice -president Moises Omar
Halleslevens Acevedo to Kuwait, focusing on ways
of developing and bolstering bilateral relations
between both friendly nations, the latest regional
and international developments and several
issues of mutual interest.

GCC ministers
The Acting Prime Minister and Interior Minister

briefed the meeting on the outcomes of the
recent meeting of the GCC interior ministers in
Qatar, which mainly explored security situations
and challenges in the GCC member states.

After wards,  the cabinet approved draft
decrees bearing on a memo of understanding
(MoU) for insurance cooperation between Kuwait
and Jordan, a MoU on cooperation between
Kuwait and UAE in the field of air services, a MoU
on cooperation between Kuwait and Korea in land

transport and a MoU on cooperation between
Kuwait and Japan in the areas of electricity and
water.

It also approved a draft law providing military
insurance to GCC citizens working in any GCC
member state, thus giving Gulf military personnel
pensions or retirement benefits. Discussing the
overall Arab and international situation, the cabi-
net congratulated UAE leaders on the 44th
anniversary of their country’s National Day, wish-
ing it everlasting security, stability, progress and
welfare. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The chair of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, who is cur-
rently in Paris to attend the United Nations climate change conference, is seen empty during
yesterday’s cabinet session.— KUNA

Cabinet holds weekly meeting

KUWAIT: The Foreign Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for Administrative and
Financial Affairs Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghanem and Ambassador of Laos to Kuwait
Phouangkeo Langsy cut the ceremony’s cake. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

Guests attend the ceremony.

Ambassadors attend the event.

Laos embassy celebrates national day

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Foreign Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Administrative and
Financial Affairs Ambassador Jamal Al-
Ghanem stressed that both Kuwait and Laos
are keen on having outstanding and strong
bilateral relations, adding that the recent
opening of Kuwait’s embassy in Vientiane
reaffirms that notion. 

Ghanem was speaking on a ceremony
held by the Embassy of the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic to celebrate the coun-
try’s national day. Asked about a diplomat

who was accused recently of embezzlement,
Ghanem stressed strong faith and trust in
the judiciary, adding that the ministry fights
all forms of corruption. “The ministry provid-
ed the court with needed documents”, he
said. The criminal court recently sentenced a
Kuwaiti ambassador to seven years with
labor and dismissal from office and sen-
tenced another to five years with labor and
dismissal from office on embezzlement
charges. Meanwhile, Ambassador of Laos to
Kuwait Phouangkeo Langsy stressed that his
country’s national day on December 2nd
was a turning point in Loas’ history.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah reaffirmed yesterday Kuwait’s firmness on
strengthening capabilities to cope with lingering
humanitarian crises.

Speaking on behalf of Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Minister of Electricity and Water Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah made
the comments during the 6th Conference on
Effective Partnership and Information Sharing for
Better Humanitarian Action.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said that the Arabian
Peninsula is bearing the brunt of deteriorating
human conditions, calling on increased coopera-
tion amongst international organizations to com-
bat these crises that have plagued the world for
generations.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled underscored the
calamity of the Syrian crisis, highlighting the fact
that the war has claimed a staggering 250,000
lives, resulting in the biggest group of refugees in
the world. He also decried international inaction
in bringing an end to such an immense humani-
tarian crisis.

The Foreign Minister also extolled Kuwait’s per-
sistent efforts in mitigating the suffering of Syrian
refugees. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled looked forward
to the first ever World Humanitarian Summit to be
hosted by Turkey in May 2016, saying the summit
provides an opportunity for action needed to alle-
viate human suffering across the globe. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior Suleiman Al-Fahad meets Turkish
Ambassador to Kuwait Murat Tamer. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Interior Suleiman Al-Fahad held talks yes-
terday with Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait
Murat Tamer on boosting security, military
and education. During the meeting, Turkish
ambassador delivered the Kuwaiti official a
letter from the Undersecretary of the
Turkish Defense Industries. Fahad stressed

the importance of developing security
cooperation in various fields, especially
equipment and security mechanisms. He
also expressed Kuwait’s desire to promote
security cooperation, pointing to the need
to exchange information and experiences
in the field due to distinctive Turkish
expertise. — KUNA
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