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Apinball machine from “The Simpsons” and fun pinup
art are among the items going to auction from the
collection of the show’s co-creator Sam Simon.

Sotheby’s announced Thursday that it will be selling
Simon’s entire personal collection of memorabilia, fine art
and other objects in a series of sales through the fall and
next year. It valued the collection between $7.7 million and
$11.5 million. Simon died from colon cancer March 8 in
California at 59.

The 260-plus lots will be spread across 11 “various-own-
er” auctions, beginning Sept. 19 and ending in June 2016.
In addition, Sotheby’s will offer Simon’s memorabilia in a
dedicated sale Oct. 22. Those items include a circa 1990
“The Simpsons” pinball machine with a presale estimate of
$1,000 to $2,000 and a “Simpsons” jacket decorated with
the show’s favorite characters for an estimated $600 to
$800.

His art collection includes an August Rodin sculpture of
the French writer Balzac estimated to bring up to $350,000.
A painting of a boy and his dog by Thomas Hart Benton
titled “T.P. and Jake” could sell for $1.5 million to $2.5 mil-
lion.

“Each piece in Sam Simon’s collection embodies a cen-
tral theme: The ability of art to tell a story,” Andrea
Fiuczynski, chairwoman of Sotheby’s West Coast, said in a
statement. All proceeds will  go to the Sam Simon
Charitable Giving Foundation, which supports animal wel-
fare, disaster relief and other causes.

After leaving “The Simpsons” in 1994, Simon shifted to
philanthropy. In an interview with The Associated Press in
2013, Simon said he wanted to spend all his money on
charitable causes. “I’m supporting the charities that I sup-
ported during my lifetime,” he said, “and I want to continue
to do that.” After stints writing for “Taxi,” “Cheers” and “The
Tracey Ullman Show,” Simon helped launch “The Simpsons.”
During his writing and producing career, he collected nine
prime-time Emmy Awards. — AP 

Aprobate court commissioner in Las Vegas denied a
bid Friday by one of BB King’s adult daughters to
obtain the late blues icon’s medical records from an

executor who she alleges mishandled her father’s finances
and health before he died. Patty King can use her position
as a party in ongoing probate proceedings to subpoena
the records she wants, Clark County Family Court
Commissioner Wesley Yamashita said. He said he didn’t
need to issue a court order.

Brent Bryson, attorney for BB King’s estate, told the
judge that Patty King was fishing for evidence to support
false claims the musician’s longtime business manager and
power-of-attorney, LaVerne Toney, looted his accounts and
hastened his death on May 14 at age 89. Toney is now
executor of the estate.

“Things are going along smoothly, the way they’re sup-
posed to,” Bryson told Yamashita. “If they want to fish for
something, they need to do it in a different way.” Lawyer
Larissa Drohobyczer, representing Patty King, insisted her
client wants the records because she doesn’t trust Toney.
“It’s not necessarily that she caused his death,” Drohobyczer
told Yamashita, “but that she breached her fiduciary duty
as power-of-attorney.”

Drohobyczer has said she thinks the estate is worth
between $5 million and $10 million. Bryson has said an
accounting of King’s assets, royalties, business and proper-
ty holdings is still being conducted. He hasn’t put a figure

on the total. BB King died of natural causes, Bryson said
Friday, and Toney is carrying out King’s own wishes to keep
his private affairs private. The lawyer for the estate noted
that separate investigations by police and a county elder
welfare agency in the months before King died failed to
turn up evidence that King was abused or exploited.

Reviews by three doctors, including King’s personal
physician, found that he was properly cared-for before he
died after several days of home hospice care, Bryson said.
An autopsy by the Clark County coroner found no evidence
to prove allegations by Patty King and her sister, Karen
Williams, that their father had been poisoned.

King died of Alzheimer’s disease, plus physical condi-
tions including coronary disease, heart failure and the
effects of Type 2 diabetes, the coroner found. BB King was
survived by 11 adult children, and family members count
35 grandchildren.  Several lent support to a failed court
effort to block Toney’s appointment June 25 as executor of
the estate. Patty King and her son were the only family
members at Friday’s hearing. Outside court, Drohobyczer
characterized Yamashita’s ruling as a setback on a proce-
dural issue. She and Patty King promised to keep fighting
to get the medical records. — AP 
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In this Aug. 22, 2012 file photo, B.B. King performs at the 32nd annual BB King Homecoming in Indianola. — AP

Payot Ultra-Douceur,
24-hour anti-perspirant
roll-on deodorant with

chamomile extract

Sweating is part of life and everyone sweats to a lesser
or greater degree. Some people experience excessive
sweating of the underarm and many sweat a lot, par-

ticularly during exercise or when the weather is hot.
Sweating is essential as it allows the skin to release excess
heat and cools the body. Excessive sweating, however,
often causes embarrassment and people search for any
kind of help to alleviate the problem.

The method that everyone tends to try out first is the
use of antiperspirants and deodorants. The affected person
applies an antiperspirant or deodorant just before they
leave the house to help them control underarm sweating
and the possible embarrassment of odor that may accom-
pany underarm sweating. For this reason, Payot has devel-
oped a 24-hour Ultra Douceur roll-on deodorant that
meets the needs of individuals and protects their skin at
the same time. PAYOT Deodorant Ultra Douceur, alcohol-
free roll on that guarantees 24-hour protection from per-
spiration.

Featuring an alcohol-free formula that respects even the
most sensitive skins, Deodorant Ultra Douceur offers a dual
guarantee: deodorant action, due to its effective 24-hour
regulating, anti-perspirant formula and a softness effect on
the skin with a high content of Chamomile to soothe and
reduce irritation. Suitable for all skin types, Deodorant Ultra
Douceur is infused with Triclosan which eliminates bacteria
whilst respecting the skin. Providing absolute safety from
perspiration, this luscious roll-on deodorant leaves skin
feeling silky soft, soothed and refreshed.

Women to 
parade topless

through New York 

Women will parade topless through the streets of
New York today, flashing their breasts in the name
of feminist liberation as they celebrate annual

GoTopless Day. The marches are organized by women’s
rights group GoTopless, which campaigns for women to be
able to go shirtless across the world.

It is already legal for women to bare their breasts in
public in America’s biggest city and police will seal off the
route of the parade from Columbus Circle to Bryant Park,
organizers said. Dozens of people are expected to take part
when the march begins at 12:30 pm (1630 GMT). Parallel
events will take place in Los Angeles’ Venice Beach as well
as other US and European cities.

“People should not feel that it needs to be a taboo” to
go topless, said the head of the group’s New York chapter,
Rachel Jessee, who is also an actress, model and performer.
“It’s a human right and women should be created equally,
but a lot of people view it as something very sexual.” She
told AFP that forcing women and girls of a certain age to
cover up subjected them to “shame and embarrassment,”
which is “not healthy for the mind.”

GoTopless believes its campaign has been given a shot
in the arm by the 2014 comedy film “Free The Nipple” and
celebrities such as Miley Cyrus flashing their breasts in
public. Both men and women are invited to take part in
today’s events, which fall a few days from the 95th anniver-
sary of Women’s Equality Day, when American women
were given the vote. — AFP 

The Manhattan Theater Club, one of New York’s fore-
most nonprofit theater companies, has added a play
written by a woman to its upcoming season in the

face of criticism that seven of its upcoming offerings were
all penned by white men. The company said Friday that
this spring, it will produce “The Ruins of Civilization” by the
British writer Penelope Skinner, but said the deal had been
in the works for over two months and pointed out that 4 of
its 8 plays last year were written by women.

The lack of diversity in the company’s announced slate
frustrated theater leaders who pointed out that the mis-
sion of the Manhattan Theater Club was to create “produc-
tions as broad and diverse as New York itself.” Critics includ-

ed the playwrights Kristoffer Diaz and Paula Vogel, who
took to Twitter this week to ask the theater’s artistic direc-
tor, Lynne Meadow: “For a woman in theatre who attended
Bryn Mawr, where is your sisterhood?”

Skinner’s play will join the theatre company’s Broadway
and off-Broadway roster of Sam Shepard’s “Fool for Love,”
David Lindsay-Abaire’s “Ripcord,” Richard Greenberg’s “Our
Mother’s Brief Affair,” John Patrick Shanley’s “Prodigal Son,”
Nick Payne’s “Incognito,” Nick Jones’s “Important Hats of the
Twentieth Century” and Florian Zeller’s “The Father.”

Frustration over the lack of women playwrights chosen
to have their work onstage has lately gotten more atten-
tion. According to The League of Professional Theatre

Women, only 28 percent of productions were written by
women during the 2013-14 Broadway and off-Broadway
season. Meadow, who has been artistic director since 1972
and frequently directs, has championed women play-
wrights in the past, including Amanda Peet, Margaret
Edson, Kia Corthron and Lynn Nottage. She won the Lee
Reynolds Award from the League of Professional Theatre
Women. The Interval, a website trying to raise the media
profile of women in theater, found that of the 11 new plays
that made it to Broadway last season, only one was written
by a woman.

Victoria Myers, editor of The Interval, wrote in an email
message Friday to The Associated Press that she was happy

a work by a woman was going to be added this season to
the Manhattan Theater Club’s slate, but wished people
would be as enthusiastic about supporting female artists
as they are in calling out sexism. “I definitely think it’s good
that people are making an effort to say sexism in theatre is
wrong, but I think the other half - the actually celebrating
of women succeeding - is equally important and that’s
what I don’t see happening that much in a lot of theatre
media.” — AP 

Theater company adds all female-written play

One of the women who poses topless for photos in New
York’s Times Square, holds a copy of a newspaper with
a story about woman posing nearly naked. — AP 

This Aug. 12, 2013 file photo shows Sam Simon, co-creator
of “The Simpsons,” at his Pacific Palisades home in Los
Angeles. — AP photos


