
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2015

l if e st yle

Perhaps for the first time in history, an Electronic
Dance Music soundtrack blared through the walls
inside the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood. EDM

for the Thursday premiere of “We Are Your Friends,” starring
Zac Efron. A youthful crowd of millennials gathered around
the landmark to get a peek of the former teen heartthrob
as he walked the red carpet alongside his co-stars, Emily
Ratajkowski, Shiloh Fernandez, Jonny Weston and Alex
Shaffer.

Efron shared with Variety that he’s long been a fan of
EDM, which has become increasingly popular within the
past five years. Leading EDM acts David Guetta and Skrillex
both have landed hits on Billboard’s Hot 100 with collabo-

rators such as Nicki Minaj and Justin Bieber. “It’s fantastic
that we were able to integrate electronic music into what is
a really universal film. It’s sort of like what disco was in
‘Saturday Night Fever.’ That movie really is about a guy tran-
sitioning from a certain place in his life and becoming an
adult and the backdrop is disco, so this is our generation’s
version and it’s electronic music.”

The film is a coming-of-age story, which circles around a
23-year-old aspiring DJ (Efron) and his friends from the San
Fernando Valley. Although the film is set against the back-
drop of EDM, director and co-writer Max Joseph empha-
sized that the story is universal. “I think whether you are
making something-whether it’s a book, play or a movie-all

you can do is be honest and hope that that honesty res-
onates with people,” he said.

Ratajkowski echoed her co-star’s “Saturday Night Fever”
comparison and said the film is a story representative of the
time. “I think that this is an accurate representation of what a
lot of young people experience going to festivals and going
out with their friends,” she said. 

The choice to include the party scene was just time appro-
priate, according to co-writer Meaghan Oppenheimer. She
said that the film shows more than just the partying and is
able to speak to the harsh realities of an underrepresented
community. “It was really important for us to make this movie
about someone who hadn’t made it yet,” explained

Oppenheimer. ‘It was about the people that are trying really
hard and about millennials also that are struggling so we
talked to a lot of promoters and people who are on the scene
hustling.” The after-party was held at the Avalon in Hollywood,
where an EDM DJ spun music while strobe lights beamed
across the room filled with guests enjoying burgers and fries
with their cocktails. Celebrity attendees included Aubrey Plaza
and Joseph’s “Catfish” co-host Nev Schulman. — Reuters 

Director Max Joseph, left, actors Emily Ratajkowski, center, and Zac Efron attends the “We Are Your Friends” spe-
cial screening after party at Marquee. — AP photos

Zac Efron, right, a cast member in “We Are Your Friends,” poses for a photo with a fan at the premiere of the film at
the TCL Chinese Theatre on Thursday.

Efron: ‘We Are Your Friends’ this generation’s ‘Saturday Night Fever’

Dre issues statement

apologizing to

‘women I’ve hurt’

Dr Dre has issued a statement to the New York
Times apologizing to “the women I’ve hurt”
without specifically acknowledging the reason

for the apology. The 50-year-old music mogul says in
comments published Friday on the New York Times
website that he “deeply regret(s) what I did and know
that it has forever impacted all of our lives.”

Dre pleaded no contest to criminal battery charges
following allegations he violently attacked journalist
Dee Barnes in 1991. Barnes published a story online this
week about the assault.  Other women, including Dre’s
former girlfriend Michel’le, have also claimed he was
violent toward them. Attention on the decades-old
charges resurfaced after last week’s release of the hit
biopic 

“Straight Outta Compton,” which omits mention of
the Barnes incident or any allegations of violence
against Dre The film, which tells the origin story of the
rap group N.W.A, topped the box office during its open-
ing week and is expected to be No. 1 again this week-
end. Asked why the film doesn’t include the Barnes inci-
dent, director F Gary Gray said, “You can make five
N.W.A movies with all the information that is out there...
We couldn’t get everything in.”

Dre said in his statement that 25 years ago, he was “a
young man drinking too much and in over my head
with no real structure in my life. However, none of this is
an excuse for what I did. I’ve been married for 19 years
and every day I’m working to be a better man for my
family, seeking guidance along the way. I’m doing
everything I can so I never resemble that man again.”

Apple - which became associated with Dre last year
when it bought the music company he helped estab-
lish, Beats, for $3 billion - issued a companion statement
Friday. “Dre has apologized for the mistakes he’s made
in the past and he’s said that he’s not the same person
that he was 25 years ago,” the company statement said.
“We believe his sincerity and after working with him for
a year and a half, we have every reason to believe that
he has changed.” Representatives for Dre did not
respond to requests for comment Friday. — AP 

At 75, Lily Tomlin is loving the roles coming her way,
but not necessarily the spotlight. Tomlin stars in the
upcoming indie film “Grandma” and recently scored

her first lead actress Emmy nomination for her hit Netflix
series.

“Well, it’s kind of uncomfortable in the fact that every-
body in our show ‘Grace and Frankie’ is so good,” said
Tomlin of her nomination. “Everybody is great about it and
they tease me about it. So that’s good.” The veteran come-
dian teams with Jane Fonda for the streaming series about
two friends starting over after finding out their husbands
are in love with each other.

Tomlin relished the chance to break new ground in an
industry obsessed with youth. “That’s what we wanted to
do ... to show (older) women, to show our sexuality, to
show our resourcefulness, our resilience to bounce back
and start over again,” she said. “‘Grandma’ does the same
thing.”

In the film, out Friday, Tomlin stars as an irreverent
grandma road tripping around Los Angeles to rustle up
cash for her teenage granddaughter’s abortion. Sam Elliott
plays Tomlin’s ex-husband in “Grandma” and joins her for
season two of “Grace and Frankie,” where he’ll play Fonda’s
old flame.

“It’s a treat,” said Elliott, 71, of working with Tomlin. “I
think that we do a real disservice to ourselves and certainly
to the audience when we think that these older people, it’s
time to put them out to pasture rather than embracing
what they may have picked up along the way.” Dolly Parton
recently expressed interest in reuniting with her “9 to 5” co-
stars on “Grace and Frankie.” Tomlin said the timing simply
isn’t right - yet.

“Dolly’s a wonderful person and we’ve been friends with
her ever since ‘9 to 5,’ all three of us,” said Tomlin. “We just
want to get ‘Grace and Frankie’ more established before we
venture into something like that. ... We don’t have any defi-
nite plans right now, but it’s always in the backs of our
minds.” Though Tomlin is quick to downplay her recent suc-
cesses, she joked that she’s finally starting to believe the
hype. “It probably seems larger to other people on the out-
side because I’m sort of always working, thinking about
what I’m doing. But I keep reading about what a year it’s
been for me. You’ve finally convinced me.” — AP  

New Paul Thomas

Anderson film set in India

Filmmaker Paul Thomas Anderson will debut a “one-of-a-kind
sonic experience” at the 53rd New York Film Festival. The
director and his longtime collaborator, Radiohead member

Jonny Greenwood, made the film during a trip to northwest India.
“Junun” documents Greenwood recording an album at the 15th-
century Mehrangarh Fort with Israeli composer Shye Ben Tzur. 

The 54-minute movie will premiere at the festival, which runs
Sept 25 to Oct 11, the Film Society of Lincoln Center said Friday.
The festival also will feature the North American premiere of Noah
Baumbach and Jake Paltrow’s Brian De Palma career retrospective
documentary “De Palma,” a revival screening of De Palma’s classic
“Blow Out,” and an anniversary screening of Joel and Ethan Coen’s
“O Brother, Where Art Thou?”

Like many US teens, Sam Suchman
and Mattie Zufelt are fans of horror
movies, which inspired them to

begin work on a 30-minute action thriller
they are due to finish shooting in the com-
ing days. The 19-year-old friends and cre-
ators of “Sam & Mattie’s Teen Zombie
Movie” decided not to let another trait
they share - Down syndrome, a genetic
disorder associated with intellectual dis-
abilities - stand in the way of their ambi-
tions. They raised $68,000 online to fund
the project.

“We love watching movies,” Zufelt said
in an interview this week. “We got started
when Sam started making storyboards
with zombies and jet packs and every-
thing.” The two developed the concept,
wrote the script and are the principal
actors. The project began taking off after
they shared their ideas with Suchman’s
older brother, Jesse.

“I heard Sam talking about a movie
scene he’d thought up and then he pulls
out a notebook full of storyboard sketch-
es,” Jesse Suchman said. “They had the
whole thing mapped out.” Jesse helped
the two set up a page on Kickstarter, the
website where entrepreneurs, social cru-
saders and creative types solicit crowd-
funding donations for their projects.

In addition to the $68,000 in cash,
donations have come in from the movie
industry to support the project.
Panavision, a company specializing in
motion picture equipment, sent a camera.
Silver Scream FX Lab, an Atlanta company
that does movie special effects, sent a
make-up team. The two teens met about
10 years ago while participating in the
Special Olympics and became friends.
Suchman is in high school while Zufelt
attends Roger Williams University, a Rhode
Island school with a program for people
with intellectual disabilities.

They spent the summer filming around
Providence and other Rhode Island loca-
tions and expected to wrap up shooting in
the next few days. “They’re the writers and
the stars,” says Tim Forster, a New York
video producer who volunteered to work
on the project.  “Everything is under their
control. They’ll sit down with a few people
in a room and talk about their ideas, the
action and dialog. Someone jots it all
down and we flesh it out.” While the teens
shoot their movie, Forster and others are
also filming a documentary on their proj-
ect. “It won’t be about people overcoming
disabilities,” said Jesse Suchman. “What
we’re trying to show is that disabilities
don’t matter.” — Reuters 
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In this Wednesday, June 10, 2015 file photo, Lily Tomlin, a cast member in “Grandma,” poses at the premiere of the
film on the opening night of the Los Angeles Film Festival. — AP In this Nov 5, 2014 file photo, Dr Dre attends the WSJ.

Magazine 2014 Innovator Awards at MoMA in New
York. — AP

In this Jan. 12, 2013 file photo, Paul Thomas
Anderson attends the LA Film Critics
Association Awards in Los Angeles. — AP


