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Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide,
Inc. (NYSE: HOT) introduced Sheraton
Grand, a new premier tier that recognizes

exceptional Sheraton hotels and resorts for
their enticing destinations, distinguished
designs, and excellence in service and guest
experiences. Starwood revealed the first ten
Sheraton Grand properties, which span from
Bangalore to Beijing, Dubai to Edinburgh,
Miyazaki to Seoul, Taipei to Bangkok, and Tokyo
to Rio de Janeiro. By year end, Starwood
expects to have 50 newly-designated Sheraton
Grand hotels around the world with plans for
100 by early 2017. Sheraton Grand is one of
many initiatives currently underway for
Sheraton 2020, a comprehensive plan designed
to solidify Sheraton as a leading global hotel
brand of choice, everywhere.

“Sheraton is Starwood’s largest and most
global brand, and as we continue our work to
firmly keep Sheraton in the spotlight, we recog-
nize the need to better match guest expecta-
tions for the brand around the world,” said
Adam Aron, Starwood CEO on an interim basis.
“Sheraton Grand celebrates our standout hotels
and helps us further reinforce Sheraton as a
trusted voice in global travel.” 

Showcasing the Best of the 
Sheraton Brand around the World

The Sheraton Grand designation signifies an
exemplary hotel offering for both guests and
local communities, with hallmarks including: 
l Resorts, convention properties, and urban

hotels that offer unrivaled standards of serv-

ice and outperform guest satisfaction
benchmarks

l Dynamic guestrooms and public spaces
exhibiting sophisticated design and elevat-
ed finishes    

l Desirable and sought-after locations ranging
from primary city settings to spectacular
beachfronts 

l Impressive hotel amenities, including top-
rated restaurant concepts and renowned
chefs, superior gyms, unique Sheraton Club
lounges, and an array of idyllic spa options 

l Inspiring and state-of-the-art function space
for events, meetings, and conferences 
“We expect many of our Sheraton hotels to

achieve the Sheraton Grand designation, and
we will work with our owners to open new
Sheraton Grand hotels or renovate existing
properties to ensure a consistent and excep-
tional experience in our new premier tier,” said
Dave Marr, Global Brand Leader, Sheraton
Hotels and Resorts. “The worldwide network of
Sheraton Grand will promote growth and lure
more high-end travelers for the Sheraton brand
globally, and we look forward to welcoming
100 Sheraton Grand hotels by early 2017.”

As Sheraton Grand formally launches world-
wide, the tier will also encompass a number of
existing properties that historically list Grand or
Grande in their title and also demonstrate the
best of the brand.

A Grand Welcome 
As part of the burgeoning network, the first

Sheraton Grand hotels represent the high-touch

elements synonymous with the new elevated
tier:
l Sheraton Grand Bangalore Hotel- Brigade

Gateway-Situated in a landscaped 40-acre
neighborhood in India’s IT capital, the prop-
erty features a luxurious infinity pool,
panoramic views of the adjacent Brigade
Lake, and stately guestrooms that blend
sophisticated earth tones with plush fabrics.

l Sheraton Grand Beijing Dongcheng Hotel -in
the heart of Beijing’s business district, the
hotel offers impressive culinary experiences,
an array of spectacular function space total-
ing more than 25,000 square feet, command-
ing views of the famous Bird’s Nest and
Water Cube stadiums, and easy access to his-
torical attractions, such as the Great Wall.

l Sheraton Grand Hotel Dubai-a54-story bea-
con on the city’s popular Sheikh Zayed Road,
the first Sheraton new-build in Dubai in more
than 30 years features a rooftop pool, a spa
spanning more than 10,000 square feet with
stylish treatment facilities, a glamorous ball-
room sitting beneath striking chandeliers,
and refined guestrooms with stunning views
of the city’s landmarks.

l Sheraton Grand Edinburgh Hotel -with an
enviable city-center location, the hotel has
dramatic views of Edinburgh castle, and is
home to an award-winning spa with a lavish
infinity pool, as well as a vibrant restaurant
serving an inventive menu of British dishes
and drinks, including more than 60 premium
varieties of gin.

l Sheraton Grand Rio Hotel and Resort-the

only beach-front hotel in Rio de Janeiro, the
resort features stunning views of the city’s
towering mountains, landmarks and tropical
surf, and boasts an extensive spa with ocean
views, fully remodeled guestrooms and
suites, and a variety of dining options,
including the award-winning L’etoile, over-
seen by renowned French chef Jean Paul
Bondoux.

l Sheraton Grande Ocean Resort -the award-
winning golf resort boasts panoramic views
of the Pacific Ocean;10 restaurants and bars
offering guests a variety of dining experi-
ences, including Tatsuya Kawagoe Miyazaki
operated by celebrity chef Tatsuya; a dual-
personality cocktail bar that shifts dÈcor
from morning to night; and a chic full-ser-
vice spa.

l Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit-an iconic
address in the heart of Bangkok, this majes-
tic hotel features a wide variety of exquisite
suites surrounded by tropical gardens,
award-winning restaurants, a rejuvenating
spa that serves as a sanctuary of stillness
and a dramatic free-form pool nestled by
lush gardens.

l Sheraton Grande Taipei Hotel-a cultural
oasis in the heart of Taipei that offers mag-
nificent restaurants catering to all palates,
more than 25,000 square feet of unparal-
leled function space, and outstanding recre-
ational facilities that include a squash court,
modern fitness center, palatial massage par-
lor, and a reinvigorating sauna.

l Sheraton Grande Tokyo Bay Hotel-an official

hotel of Tokyo Disney Resort(r), the property
boasts lush on-site gardens, scenic water-
front vistas and soothing waterfalls in the
heart of Japan’s capital, making itself the
perfect family getaway withuse of hydro-
ponic farming to produce unforgettable
meals, and onsite gardens inclusive of pre-
mium sports and arcade facilities such as
Treasures! Island and Namco Land Game
Arcade.

l Sheraton Grande Walkerhill-designed to
highlight the natural surroundings of the
Han River and forest paths sheltered by Acha
Mountain, the property offers a glittering
casino, three floors of world-class luxury
shopping and a seasonal camping area
where guests can barbeque. 

Achieving a Sheraton Grand Stature
Sheraton Grand follows several other recent

announcements under the Sheraton 2020plan,
including the introduction of the new imagina-
tive Paired lobby menu, the richest SPG promo-
tion in the history of Starwood, and the launch
of the brand’s new visual identify and re-
designed website, Sheraton.com. A nod to the
plan’s clear five year vision, Sheraton 2020 also
includes a new $100 million Sheraton-focused
marketing campaign; continuous innovation of
the Sheraton guest experience; an unwavering
commitment to service excellence; the imple-
mentation of revenue and profit-driving initia-
tives to benefit owners and developers; and a
goal of opening more than 150 new Sheraton
hotels worldwide by 2020.

Starwood Hotels and Resorts introduces Sheraton Grand
New premier tier celebrates best of Sheraton brand

In a show of support and encourage-
ment for Egypt’s youth and their aca-
demic achievements, Qalaa Holdings

(CCAP.CA on the Egyptian Exchange), an
African leader in infrastructure and indus-
try, held an event in cooperation with Al
Gomhoureya Newspaper to honor Egypt’s
top Thanaweyya Amma graduates. The
Thanaweyya Amma is Egypt’s general sec-
ondary education certificate given at all
public and private schools that teach the
national Ministry of Education curriculum
in Egypt. 

“These young leaders-in-the-making
have reinforced our belief in the bright
future of Egypt at this critical juncture in our
nation’s history,” said Qalaa Holdings
Chairman and Founder Ahmed Heikal. He
urged the students to actively search for and
seize any opportunity that they may have
available to them, and stressed on the
importance of patience and perseverance in
order to achieve their goals. “Equally impor-
tant is learning foreign languages, mastering
computer skills, pursuing graduate studies
and learning to take some calculated risks
along the way. There will be obstacles of
course but we must learn to accept and
overcome challenges,” he added. 

“I’m very proud of these outstanding
young graduates and I wish them continued
success with any field of study they choose

to pursue. They are the cornerstone of build-
ing better communities and a better future
for Egypt,” said Qalaa Holdings Co-Founder
and Managing Director, Hisham El-
Khazindar. He shared with the group of stu-
dents from his own experiences and learned
lessons and called upon them to pursue
their passions in order to achieve their full
potential and not to fear taking the road less
travelled. El-Khazindar wished them ongo-
ing success in their journey ahead. 

Success story
Qalaa Holdings executives shared the

company’s success story with the attendees
and briefed them on the activities of the
Qalaa Holdings Scholarship Foundation
(QHSF), Egypt’s largest private-sector funded
scholarship program established in 2007,
which has to date awarded 138 Egyptian
students full scholarships to pursue mas-
ter’s-level studies in the United States and
Europe at top-tier universities on the condi-
tion that they return to Egypt to work in
their chosen field following the completion
of their studies. 

The students were exceptionally keen on
learning more about QHSF scholarship
opportunities as they previewed a docu-
mentary about the Foundation and listened
to testimonials from QHSF alumni. QHSF has
recently completed its ninth round of schol-

arship awards, granting scholarships to male
and female students from 12 Egyptian gov-
ernorates - including Cairo, Giza, Alexandria,
Menoufia, Ismailia, Assiut, Gharbeya, Minya,
Daqahleya, Qalyubeya, Aswan and Fayoum-
to study in a wide variety of academic disci-
plines, with an eye to nurturing creativity
and excellence in all its forms.

“One of Egypt’s most valuable assets is its
youth demographic. Since we were founded
in 2004, Qalaa Holdings has been commit-
ted to doing our part to build a New Egypt
by investing in young Egyptian talent. This
investment in education on the part of the
private sector will be crucial in helping bring
about stability and prosperity for future gen-
erations,” said Ghada Hammouda, CMO and
Head of Corporate Communications at
Qalaa Holdings. “Mastering the Thanaweyya
Amma examinations as these students have
done is a first step towards success and
proof of great potential so it is incumbent
upon all of us to encourage, guide and sup-
port them as they start their journey
through college and life,” she added. 

Qalaa Holdings will also be sponsoring
Al-Gomhoureya Newspaper’s annual trip
for Egypt’s top Thanaweyya Amma gradu-
ates, which includes site visits to some of
Egypt’s largest industrial mega-projects as
well as a visit to top universities and major
projects in Italy.

Qalaa Holdings celebrates
top graduates’ achievements

If you would like to resurrect the
true taste of the mouth-watering
shawarma you can drop by

Mearmisha, a small shawarma bou-
tique featuring a range of authentic
and traditional roasted Shawarma. 

The restaurant caters to a variety of
tastes through specially prepared
sliced beef, chicken or vegetables
each of which are marinated with a
mÈlange of flavorful spice combina-
tions, all tucked inside warm fresh-
baked flatbread, topped with fresh
ingredients, and ultimately dressed
with a selection of five different
sauces giving you an abundance of
flavors. 

The shawarma master slices off
shreds of spiced meat from the rotis-
serie after which the sizzling shavings
of the tender meat with its crispy
edges are encased in warm bread and
kept succulent with a variety of flavor-
ful garlic and herb sauces. After being
rolled and folded, the sandwich is
then pressed onto a grill to give the
bread an extra delightfully toasted
crunch and eventually that’s a wrap!
You can watch the entire preparation
of this fulfilling ensemble from start to
finish from an open kitchen view as
you will be tantalized and anticipating

your first bite. Together with your
meal, salads of taboula and fatoush
are available as well as vine leaves and
cabbage rolls. Meamrisha also serves
an array of sandwiches including
falafel, grilled halloumi, labnah, turkey
and a range of other saj items.

You may choose to have a stand-
alone meal or opt for a family or
diwaniya meal for a sharing feast, in
which you can taste the wide variety
of shawarmas comprised of beef and

chicken carefully arranged onto a
platter, alongside tasty accompani-
ments of onion rings, jalapeno ched-
dar poppers, and French fries.
Additionally, a variety of chutneys are
offered; a relish made up of fruits,
spices, and herbs that you may want
to dunk your choice of sides in.

A tantalizing selection of tasty
desserts is available including red vel-
vet cheese cake, chocolate mousse,
oreo mousse, and more. 

If you are pondering about where
to have a quick bite, Mearmisha
makes for an indulgent take-out meal. 

Mearmisha for Shawarma On-the-Go
Part of The Sultan Center’s Group of Restaurants


