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PARIS: For nearly a century the carcass of a small, red-
dish-brown monkey from South America gathered dust
in a windowless backroom of the American Natural
History Museum in New York City. Like a morgue corpse
in a drawer with the wrong toe tag, it was a victim of mis-
taken identity. No one realized during all those years that
it was, in fact, a specimen of an unknown species.

That taxonomical injustice will be rectified at the
end of this month when the newly-minted Latin name
of the overlooked monkey-rediscovered in 2013 during
a jungle expedition through central Peru mounted by a
Dutch primatologist-is officially published in a peer-
reviewed scientif ic  journal.  To wit ,  Pr imate
Conservation, a reference in the field. Then and only
then,  according to the rules of  the International
Commission on Zoological  Nomenclature,  wil l
Callicebus urubambensis, named for the river along
which it lives, finally exist in the annals of biology.

The discovery of new primates, especially monkeys, is
a pretty big deal. Excluding prosimians (those tiny tree
huggers with freakily human-like  fingers and saucers for
eyes), only 21 new species have been identified since
2000, according to the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), whose Primate Specialist
Group is the ultimate authority on these questions.
“Several of those are titis,” said Jan Vermeer, a member of
that group and the man whose five-year quest brought C
urubambensis out from the forest canopy shadows. 

Mate for life 
The name titi is informally applied to 30-odd types of

monkeys falling under the genus Callicebus, all of them
indigenous to the South American jungle. Smaller than a
domestic cat, titis mainly eat fruit, mate for life, and are
known to adopt the infants of other couples when survival
is at stake. Males generally take charge of raising the
young, handing them off to females for nursing. Vermeer,
who is also the zoological director of a wildlife park in
France, long suspected that there were additional species
in the jungles of south central Peru apart from C. brunneus,
named for its darker brown color, and another monkey
called Toppin’s Titi.  As part of his search for new species,
Vermeer paid a visit to the American Natural History
Museum in order to peruse the monkeys in its collection.
One that was labelled as a C. brunneus caught his eye.

“When I saw the specimen at the museum in New York
in 2008, I began to have doubts,” he told AFP. “It didn’t quite
look like what I expected.” Improbably, he launched his
search on the Web. “The Internet is full of pictures of titi
monkeys, often posted by tourists that have been in the
jungle and who want to share their experience with the
world,” he said. When he noticed some from the region in
question were also slightly reddish, like the one in the
museum, he knew what he had to do.

His first expedition in 2009 — undertaken with a group
of young Peruvian conservationists from the NGO Proyecto
Mono Tocon-was more for reconnaissance.  When Vermeer

returned again in 2013 with Julio Tello-Alvarado, the NGO’s
head of research, they spent several weeks before hitting
pay dirt. “As soon as we crossed to the western side of the
Urubamba River, we almost immediately discovered the
new species of titi monkey,” Vermeer recalls. 

Airstrips in the jungle 
A lucky encounter with a hunter who had just bagged

one of these mystery monkeys allowed the scientists to
confirm their hunch: they had, indeed, found a new
species. C urubambensis is probably not endangered,
though the IUCN has not had time to make an assessment.
The likely range of their habitat is large and sparsely popu-
lated, and has not been decimated by deforestation.

Also, titis are not prized by local hunters, who favor larg-
er prey such as spider, woolly and howler monkeys,
Vermeer explained.  “If you pay 25 cents for a bullet, you
prefer to shoot an animal weighing 10 kilos, not one,”
Vermeer said. While a huge success, the expedition did not
come without a cost: One member of the team fell sick
with malaria, and another checked into a hospital with
acute abdominal pains.At one point, members of an
indigenous community-bows drawn-threatened to skewer
the intrepid biologists with arrows.  That is when Vermeer
remembered an air strip they had seen cut from the jungle,
probably to transport cocaine, his guides said. “It wasn’t for
Doctors Without Borders,” Vermeer quipped. The hostile
reaction might also have been rooted in fear. — AFP 

JAIPUR: Two of the world’s most vul-
nerable low-lying island nations,
Kiribati and Tuvalu, have said failure at
upcoming climate talks in Paris is not
an option as rising sea levels threaten
their very existence. The Pacific island
nations say they have been forced to
consider such nuclear options as buy-
ing land abroad to grow food and
preparing their people to migrate as
the seas slowly claim their homelands.
But as representatives of Pacific island
nations met in Jaipur in the western
Indian desert state of Rajasthan this
week, the message was clear-world
leaders meeting in Paris in December
must deliver on expectations of a his-
toric deal to combat global warming.
“Failure is not a fallback position, it is
not an option, we cannot have it as an
option. We must get success,” Tuvalu
Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga told
AFP in an interview. “We may be able
to run away, we may be able to pur-
chase land in other places, maybe
Australia, New Zealand. “But that
won’t stop climate change, it will not
stop the cause of climate change. It
will not assure the people of Tuvalu
that they will be safe there.”

Sopoaga said climate change was
now “enemy number one for Tuvalu”,
nine coral atolls that are home to
about 11,000 residents. Scientists pre-
dict Tuvalu and Kiribati, which are lit-
tle more than a meter (three feet)
above sea level, could disappear in the
coming decades. Both nations already
suffer from a range of problems linked
to climate change, including more
intense storms like the one that dev-
astated Vanuatu earlier this year and
salination of ground water, which
makes it impossible to grow crops.

‘It’s too late’ 
The situation is so dire that Kiribati

is considering relocating the entire
population, or building man-made
islands to re-house them. “For us we
think that things have progressed,
have advanced too much, it’s too late

for us,” Kiribati’s special envoy Teekoa
Luta told AFP in Jaipur, where repre-
sentatives of 14 Pacific nations held
talks on Friday.

“Paris we hope will buy us some
time, but we are not positive that any-
thing that is achieved in Paris, the
outcomes would be in time for us.”
The UN conference in Paris will seek
to crown a six-year effort by 195
nations with a post-2020 pact on
curbing greenhouse gases. But Luta
said her tiny nation of 100,000 people
was already struggling to cope with
the fall-out from climate change.

“Our resources are constrained,
our institutional capacity to cope
with our health problems are con-
strained,” she said. “We spend most
of our budget fixing the (natural)
damages month after month and
then we don’t have money to spend
on health, education and (other)
social services.” Kiribati recently
called for a global moratorium on
building new coal mines and
expanding existing ones-a move
Luta said she hoped that major
economies including India would
eventually support. New Delhi has
courted the Pacific island nations as
it seeks to win back influence in an
area of the world increasingly domi-
nated by regional rival China. 

In a speech to delegates on
Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
offered to illuminate thousands of
Pacific island homes with solar pow-
er and highlighted India’s own plans
to ramp up its renewable energy
output to 175,000 megawatts by
2022. But India, the world’s third-
largest contributor of greenhouse
gases, has so far resisted committing
itself to any major emissions cuts
and Modi has bet big on coal, a key
source of emissions. Nonetheless,
Luta welcomed India’s “positive”
comments and said the country of
1.2 billion people had shown it was
“committed to take up the action, to
walk the talk as they say”.

‘Crazy options’ 
Luta said Kiribati is already begin-

ning to train its people with skills so
that “in the event that they have to
migrate, that they migrate with digni-
ty and do not become a liability to the
receiving country”. The former British
colony has also bought 2,000 hectares
(5,000 acres) of land in Fiji to farm if
salt-water pollution means it can no
longer produce crops.

“We’re talking about relocation
and there are ideas that maybe we
should try making floating islands...

People will sometimes think that we’re
crazy but I think we become desper-
ate at times and therefore have all
these crazy options,” Luta said.  Both
nations said they were working to
counter rising water levels by building
sea walls and planting mangroves, but
that only global cooperation in Paris
could save them. “We need to have
this Paris agreement because other-
wise there won’t be any survival
processes to save the people on these
islands,” Sopoaga said. “We do it now
together or we all fall.” — AFP 

WASHINGTON: How do you measure sexual
desire? If you’re a drugmaker trying to win
approval for a medication to boost female libido,
it might come down to two questions on a med-
ical questionnaire. Those questions made the dif-
ference for Sprout Pharmaceuticals, which
received federal approval Tuesday for Addyi, the
first pill for women who suffer from a loss of sexu-
al appetite.

But the history and development of that ques-
tionnaire - funded by drugmakers - underscores
how closely the field of sexual medicine is inter-
twined with the pharmaceutical industry. And
lends weight to arguments that low libido is just
the latest commonplace sexual problem - like
impotence or low testosterone - to be trans-
formed into a medical condition by drugmakers.

“Creating a diagnosis gives a company
monopoly over the market it created,” says Dr.
Adriane Fugh-Berman of Georgetown University,
who organized a petition urging the FDA to reject
Addyi. The questionnaire that helped push Addyi
over finish line is called the Female Sexual
Function Index, a 19-question form used to meas-
ure women’s sexual problems, including issues
with pain, orgasm, arousal and desire. Only two
questions specifically address desire, asking
women to rank the level and frequency of their
libido in the last month.

Drugmakers Bayer and Zonagen paid for the
development of the questionnaire in 2000, when
the companies were exploring drugs for female
sexual disorders. The companies hired a panel of
medical experts to design the form, which was
intended to help doctors define and diagnose
sexual disorders.  While it might seem odd to diag-
nose a medical condition based on self-reported
questions, researchers say it’s the only way.
“Obviously, there’s no biochemical thing you can
measure to say ‘this women has so much desire,’
so it has to be a subjective rating of some kind,”
says Ray Rosen, the psychiatrist who led the FSFI
panel. In the 1990s, Rosen worked with Pfizer to
develop a five-question form to diagnose erectile
dysfunction in men. He credits that easy-to-use
questionnaire with the blockbuster success of
Pfizer’s Viagra. But whereas erectile dysfunction is
relatively easy to measure and observe, women’s
desire disorders can only be studied through psy-
chological tools and methods.

Women’s health
Today, the form is widely-used, cited in hun-

dreds of papers on women’s sexual health. But

for years it failed to win the support of one criti-
cal group of experts: the Food and Drug
Administration. That presented a challenge for
Sprout and its drug Addyi, which the FDA reject-
ed twice in 2010 and 2013 due to side effects
and minimal benefits. Regulators noted that the
original drug studies failed to show an increase
in female desire based on daily journal entries
by women. Sprout argued that the FDA should
disregard those results and instead look to
monthly results from the questionnaire, which
showed a small, but statistically significant,
boost. Patients taking the drug reported a 34
percent increase in desire, compared with 25
percent for women taking a placebo.

Rosen, who also consults for Sprout, argues
that the questionnaire’s longer timespan actual-
ly makes it more accurate. “I’m convinced that
these women just got bored or fatigued of
doing the diary every day,” said Rosen. “That
doesn’t happen with the (questionnaire). The
best thing about it is it’s only given once a
month.”

But FDA scientists disagreed, questioning
the form’s approach: Could women accurately
remember their sexual desire over four weeks?
What change in score represented a meaningful
boost? And was feeling sexual desire “most
times” instead of “a few times” per month really a
medical benefit? But as the FDA review dragged
on - through a formal dispute with Sprout and
an outside lobbying campaign by company sup-
porters - the agency’s view of the questionnaire
seemed to evolve.

Finally, in its third round reviewing the pill,
the FDA conceded that while the form “may not
be an optimal assessment, it may provide inter-
pretable findings of efficacy.” A panel of FDA
advisers voted 18-6 in June that Sprout’s drug
should be approved, with safety restrictions. The
FDA followed that recommendation earlier this
week, approving Addyi with a boxed warning
and other safety measures to address side
effects like dizziness, low blood pressure and
fainting. Despite those restrictions, critics still
say the FDA capitulated to industry-developed
standards of sexuality, setting a dangerous
precedent for future approvals.

Fugh-Berman, of Georgetown, notes that
company-funded questionnaires are a famil-
iar tool in the drug industry playbook, previ-
ously used to promote conditions like social
anxiety, overactive bladder and low testos-
terone in men. — AP

Drug industry links run deep 
in field of sexual medicine

JAIPUR: In this photograph taken on August 21, 2015, Special
Envoy of Kiribati, Teekoa Luta speaks during an interview at the
Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) summit. — AFP 

COLONIA PENAL DEL SEPA: An undated hand-
out photo obtained on August 20, 2015 shows
a Callicebus urubambensis or Urubamba
brown titi monkey on the left bank of the Rio
Urubamba. — AFP 

Island nations say climate 
talks failure not an option

Rising sea levels threaten their very existence   

It’s a titi! New monkey species found in Peru

MADABA: The “new mantra” of the UN
Population Fund is to keep girls in
school until age 18 “in every nook and
cranny of the world” as the best way to
slow population growth, the head of
the agency said. Last month, the UN
said it expects the world’s population
to reach 8.5 billion by 2030, 9.7 billion
by 2050 and more than 11 billion by
2100. Babatunde Osotimehin, the

executive director of the population
fund, said that key to slowing growth
is ensuring that girls stay in school
through their teens because women
tend to have fewer children if their first
one is born after they’ve turned 18.
Pushing for primary education for girls
is no longer sufficient, he told The
Associated Press on Friday, on the side-
lines of a conference in Jordan. “We

know that primary education is not
the solution we are looking for,” he
said. “What we are looking for is sec-
ondary education.”

“So our new campaign and our
new mantra is to make sure that in
every nook and cranny of the world,
we get girls to go to school and stay in
school,” he said. UN member states
have endorsed “sustainable develop-

ment goals” for 2030, including repro-
ductive rights for women that are to
be ratified next month at the UN
General Assembly.  Osotimehin said
that “as we go into new sustainable
development goals, we must up our
game.”

The goals are ambitious.
Osotimehin noted in March that one in
three girls is married before age 18 and
that 225 million women have no
access to modern contraception. The
agency chief acknowledged that
there’s still resistance in parts in the
world to enshrining women’s repro-
ductive rights, but that “we have been
able to get women to accept family
planning just about everywhere in the
world, even in the Arab world.” “I know
for a fact that in many parts of the
Arab world, if you talk about birth
spacing, people will accept it,” he said.

The world population is not grow-
ing as quickly as it used to, but growth
rates are still high in the developing
world because of its young population
base, he said. Those rates should not
be singled out as the main threat to
human survival, he said.  Population
growth is sluggish in the developed
world, but higher production and con-
sumption there “drive climate change
faster than anything else that we
know,” he said. Climate change, in turn,
has caused natural disasters that led to
large-scale migration, he said. “Now
that’s urgent, and that is something we
have to deal with,” he said. — AP 

UN: Ensure teen girls go to 
school to curb population

MAFRAQ: In this Tuesday, Aug 11, 2015, photo, Syrian refugee children attend a class at a makeshift school
set up in a tent at an informal tented settlement near the Syrian border. — AP

LOS ANGELES: An anti-abortion group
released a snippet of video on Friday showing
a California company executive discussing
fetal tissue for research after a judge ruled the
group could show the footage even if it was
illegally recorded. Los Angeles Superior Court
Judge Joanne O’Donnell rejected efforts by
StemExpress to block the videos, though she
said the company likely will prevail in its law-
suit claiming its privacy was violated by an
anti-abortion activist posing as a biomedical
company employee.

The company that provides blood, tissue
and other biological material for medical
research said it was considering an appeal,
but the little-known Center for Medical
Progress didn’t hesitate to preview its latest
covert video targeting organizations that
trade in fetal tissue.

The Irvine, California-based anti-abortion
group reignited the abortion debate after
releasing undercover videos last month of
Planned Parenthood officials discussing
aborted fetal organs it provides for research.
Abortion opponents said the video showed
Planned Parenthood was illegally harvesting
and selling the organs. Planned Parenthood
said it did nothing wrong and the videos
were deceptively edited to support extrem-
ists’ false claims.

Fervent reaction to the videos prompted
members of Congress to try to kill funding for
Planned Parenthood, which provides health
services to women such as birth control, sexu-
al-disease screening and abortions. It has also
led to calls for investigations of the center and
of Planned Parenthood. Placerville-based
StemExpress, which got some of its fetal tissue
from Planned Parenthood, was drawn into the
controversy when its chief executive and gen-
eral counsel met in May at a Northern California
restaurant with two representatives of the pho-
ny Biomax Procurement Services.

It was a ruse orchestrated by the center’s

leader, David Daleiden, who posed as “Robert
Sarkis” to secretly record the conversation. In a
10-second clip included in a highlights reel,
StemExpress Chief Executive Officer Catherine
Dyer can be seen discussing liver tissue.

The Center for Medical Progress said the
excerpt showed her discussing intact fetuses,
though she never used that term in the snippet
or in a nearly three-minute clip provided by
StemExpress. StemExpress said the clip was
misleading and the entire discussion was about
livers, which are highly sought by medical
researchers. “StemExpress has never requested,
received or provided to a researcher an ‘intact
fetus,’” the company said.

Illegally obtained 
The company, which broke ties with

Planned Parenthood last week, said the videos
were illegally obtained because they weren’t
notified they were being recorded and the
company’s right to privacy was violated.

Releasing video would draw the company
and Dyer “deeper into the vortex of public ani-
mosity stirred up by CMP’s crusade to brand
everyone associated with Planned Parenthood
as evil criminals,” the company said in court
papers. Dyer said the company’s connection to
Planned Parenthood led to violent threats and
forced her to hire a security team.

StemExpress won a temporary restraining
order last month, but O’Donnell said Friday that
the center’s First Amendment rights to release
the videos trumped the company’s right to
block them under privacy claims. The judge
said she couldn’t tell who was telling the truth
the confidentiality of the May meeting, but she
said the fact Daleiden concealed his identity
and secretly recorded the conversation made
his account less believable. O’Donnell rejected
the center’s argument that the secret record-
ings were legal under an exemption that allows
such subterfuge if someone believes they are
gathering evidence of a crime. —AP 

Anti-abortion group leaks 
video clip after court win


