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BEIJING: Britain’s Mo Farah celebrates after winning the gold medal in the men’s 10,000m World Athletics Championships at the Bird’s Nest sta-
dium.—AP

BEIJING: Mo Farah etched his name in the pan-
theon of middle distance running greats and put
a tough season opening behind him yesterday
when he defended his 10,000m title at the world
championships in Beijing.

The Briton’s victory was his sixth consecutive
global track distance title, an unprecedented
feat that saw him better the likes of Ethiopian
legends Kenenisa Bekele and Haile Gebrselassie.

“It was amazing to be able to go out there,
cross the line and defend my title,” said Farah
after winning in a time of 27 minutes, 01.13 sec-
onds.

“It hasn’t been an easy year, but I let my run-
ning do the talking. My victory is for my family
and the people behind and supporting me,”
added the London Olympic champion, who has
faced criticism this year after his American coach
Alberto Salazar became embroiled in a doping
controversy. “Tonight winning meant so much to
me. Obviously all that stuff kicked off and it was-
n’t easy but I had to deal with it-it’s what comes
with being a role model.”

Since losing to Ibrahim Jeilan in the 10,000m
at the 2011 worlds in Daegu, Farah rebounded
to win the 5,000m in South Korea and followed

up with 5,000m-10,000m doubles at both the
London 2012 Olympics and the 2013 world
championships in Moscow.

Having now defended his title here, he will
have a chance to make it seven global titles in
the 5,000m, scheduled for next Saturday.

“I’ll just get a nice bath, recover, eat well and
go now and rest up,” Farah said. “I just get to
keep doing what I’m good at and that is running
and winning medals for my country. ‘Go hard or
go home’ is a phrase I say to myself. I just have to
concentrate on winning my races.”

Should he complete a Beijing double, he
would become the first man to complete a 5,000
and 10,000m double at consecutive world cham-
pionships. Farah won ahead of Kenyans Geoffrey
Kamworor (27:01.76) and Paul Tanui (27.02.83).

“Hats off to them,” said Farah. “They made it
very hard for me. To push that hard in windy
conditions and in this humidity for 27 minutes.
They tried something different. It was close but
not close enough.” 

A gentle early pace was set by Japan-based
Tanui, Farah happy to sit near the back of the
pack.

With 16 laps to go, the Somali-born Farah

gently moved up through the field on the tail of
American training partner Galen Rupp and
behind Ethiopia’s Imane Merga and the Kenyans.

Soon that lead pack was cut to five, Merga
dropping out to leave just Kamworor, Tanui,
Rupp, Farah and Merga. Farah, known for his
blistering last-lap pace, made his move with
500m to go, moving slickly to the front and peel-
ing away.

He was almost tripped, Farah saying: “I nearly
went down, but I managed to stay on my feet
and win the race.” Although tracked by the fast-
finishing Kamworor and Tanui, the Londoner
held on for victory that made up for his Bird’s
Nest outing at the 2008 Olympics, when he
failed to qualify and suffered what described as
the “biggest disappointment” in his career. The
comprehensive win will also help Farah bury
some headlines he has made for the wrong rea-
sons in recent months after Salazar was accused
of violating several anti-doping rules, notably
involving Rupp. Salazar has denied all the accu-
sations against him and Farah, who was not
accused of any wrongdoing, has vowed to stick
by his coach unless any allegations are proven.
Rupp went on to finish fifth (27:08.91). —AFP

Farah makes history in Beijing

BEIJING: Usain Bolt bids to retain his title
as the world’s fastest man on day two of
the world athletics championships today.
The Jamaican easily qualified for the 100
metres semi-final along with American rival
Justin Gatlin, who set the fastest qualifying
time of 9.83sec.

As Bolt goes mano a mano against
Gatlin, the muscle men go for glory in the
shot put and hammer, with an absorbing
women’s heptathlon also reaching its con-
clusion.

But all eyes will be on Jamaican super-
star Bolt, who faces a serious challenge
from American Gatlin in a blockbuster clash
in Beijing, where Bolt famously blasted to
triple gold at the 2008 Olympics. “I was just
trying to execute and save as much energy
as possible,” Bolt said after winning his
heat. “I’m in wonderful shape.”

Gatlin, 33, who has twice failed doping
tests in the past, has clocked this season’s
fastest time of 9.74 seconds, while world
record holder Bolt returned from injury
with a 9.87 in London last month.

Such has been the towering Jamaican’s
complete dominance of sprinting since
2008 that astonishingly time he failed to
land a major title was when he was disqual-
ified for a false start in the 100m in Daegu
four years ago. Bolt’s eye-popping world
record of 9.58, set in Berlin in 2009, would
appear safe but with allegations of wide-
spread doping engulfing the sport, his
showdown with Gatlin is being seen by
some as a symbolic struggle of light versus
dark. In the men’s shot put, Germany’s
David Storl will be aiming for a hat-trick  of
world titles, although American champion
Joe Kovacs looks a formidable obstacle
having heaved a season-best 22.56 metres
in Monaco recently. Barring a major upset,

the gold medal will be contested by Storl
and Kovacs, the only two men registering
throws of beyond 22 metres this year with
three Diamond League wins apiece.

Poland’s hulking hammer king Pawel
Fajdek looks a solid bet to retain the title he
won in Moscow, coming into the champi-
onships on the back of 15 successive victo-
ries and monster throw of 83.93 metres —
10th on the all-time list.

Hungarian Olympic and European
champion Krisztian Pars is likely to be
Fajdek’s main contender but he has failed
to throw over 80 metres and may need to
produce something special if he wants to
improve on than the silver medals he won
in 2011 and 2013.

Olympic champion Jessica Ennis-Hill
produced a dazzling first-day display in her
quest for a second world heptathlon title
by storming into the lead after the opening
four events.

Making her return to major competition
with some panache after giving birth last
year and a battle with niggling injuries,
Ennis-Hill will carry an 80-point lead over
fellow Briton Katarina Johnson-Thompson
into Sunday’s final three events.

“I didn’t expect to be leading at this
stage,” said the Briton.

“I don’t think I did anything particularly
amazing, but was just able to  hold my form
through all four events. I’ll be very satisfied
if I can do that tomorrow.” However, with an
early morning start in the men’s 20km walk
to protect athletes from Beijing’s air pollu-
tion while there will also be heats in the
men’s 400 and 800 metres.

Jamaica’s double Olympic champion
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce begins her quest to
win an unprecedented third women’s 100m
world title in the morning heats.—AFP

Bolt, Gatlin eye
glory in 100m

BEIJING: Eritrean teenager Ghirmay
Ghebreselassie became the youngest ever
marathon world champion when he
stunned a strong field of fellow East
Africans to win the first title of the Beijing
championships yesterday.

The 19-year-old eased clear of the field
over the final six kilometres and crossed
the line in two hours, 12 minutes and 27
seconds to claim a first world champi-
onships gold medal for his country.

“I cannot explain what I am feeling, I am
so happy,” he told reporters. “I am so proud
of this victory. My medal is the first gold
medal in Eritrean history. It is a very special
thing for our history.

“My parents wanted me to be a great
student but I wanted to be a great athlete.
Today’s victory will be a great surprise to
them.” Ethiopian Yemane Tsegay, who led
briefly before Ghebreselassie’s final surge,
finished 40 seconds behind the Eritrean in
second place, while Uganda’s Solomon
Mutai claimed bronze in 2.13.29.

Ruggero Pertile of Italy, who led for
much of the middle part of the race, fin-
ished fourth, while Uganda’s Olympic
champion Stephen Kiprotich gave up the
world title he won two years ago from sixth
place. After an early morning start to miti-
gate the effects of the Beijing summer heat,
Tsegay and Bahraini Shumi Dechasa set the
pace in the early stages as the runners
passed the sights of central Beijing. Pertile
and his compatriot Daniele Meucci had tak-

en over at the front by the 20 kilometre
mark and they maintained their lead until
Lesotho’s Tsepo Mathibelle took off at a
sprint 10 kilometres later.

It was a pace that would prove impossi-
ble to maintain in the punishing humidity,
however, and Ghebreselassie reeled him in
to take the lead soon after the 35 kilometre
mark.

The race was not his yet, though, and
with just under two hours on the clock,
Tsegay swept past as the youngster
grabbed a bottle of water.

The pair battled it out for the lead for a
kilometre or more but by the time the
Bird’s Nest stadium came into sight,
Ghebreselassie was more than 12 seconds
clear. “I was very close to him and started to
think about gold but at 38km I had stom-
ach problems and had to slow down a bit,”
Tsegay said. “Maybe it was because of the
hot weather.”

Handed his nation’s flag just before he
entered the arena, Ghebreselassie ran the
final straight with it to claim Eritrea’s sec-
ond world championship medal after
Zersenay Tadesse’s 10,000m silver in 2009.
“Here it is very difficult, but we Eritreans
never give up until the finish line,” he said.
The Kenyans had a disappointing morning
with world record holder Dennis Kimetto
and previous world record holder Wilson
Kipsang both failing to finish and Paris
marathon champion Mark Korir crossing
the line in 22nd place. —Reuters

BEIJING: Eritrea’s Ghirmay Ghebreselassie celebrates after winning the men’s
marathon at the World Athletic Championships at the Bird’s Nest stadium. —AP

Ghebreselassie wins 
marathon world title

KANSAS CITY: Seattle Seahawks middle linebacker Bobby Wagner (54) runs for a touchdown after an interception during the first half of an NFL
football game. —AP

Seahawks and Jets roll
KANSAS CITY: Seahawks quarterback Russell
Wilson and Chiefs counterpart Alex Smith strug-
gled behind their unsettled offensive lines in
Kansas City ’s 14-13 preseason victory over
Seattle on Friday night. Wilson was 9 of 15 for 78
yards, though most of those completions came
on his final drive, when tight end Jimmy
Graham finally got involved in the game.
Otherwise, Wilson spent his half of work run-
ning away from Chiefs pass rushers Justin
Houston and Dee Ford.

At least he wasn’t throwing to the wrong
team. Smith was pressured so much in the first
half that he began rushing his throws, and one
of them was picked off by Bobby Wagner. The
Seattle linebacker returned it untouched 25

yards for a touchdown that gave the Seahawks
a 10-7 halftime lead. Smith finished 11 of 18 for
81 yards with a touchdown pass to Jeremy
Maclin.

JETS 30, FALCONS 22
Matt Ryan was sharp for the second straight

preseason game, then the Jets rallied. Ryan fin-
ished 4 of 5 for 75 yards, including a 60-yard
completion to fullback Collin Mooney, and a 2-
yard touchdown toss to Leonard Hankerson.
Rookie Terron Ward also had a 4-yard touch-
down run for the Falcons (1-1) who carved up
the Jets’ touted starting defense. Ryan was 6 of
6 with a TD pass to Julio Jones in his one series
with the starters last week against Tennessee. 

Meanwhile, Ryan Fitzpatrick and the Jets’
starters sputtered until facing Falcons backups
midway through the second quarter. New York
(1-1) was sparked by the defense on a safety by
first-round pick Leonard Williams, one of two
sacks for the former USC star. Chris Ivory fol-
lowed less than two minutes later with a 33-
yard TD run, and Fitzpatrick found Brandon
Marshall for a 2-point conversion that cut New
York’s deficit to 14-10.

After Nick Folk kicked a 36-yard field goal,
Jamari Lattimore intercepted T.J. Yates on the
Falcons’ next possession to set up Folk’s 29-
yarder that put the Jets up 16-14 with 3 seconds
left in the half. Rontez Miles returned a fumble
57 yards for a score. —AP

NEW DELHI: Golfing prodigy Shubham
Jaglan turned 11 last week but the only son
of a milkman from rural India is aloof to the
cartoons and toys that usually draw boys of
his age.

The winner of back-to-back titles on the
world junior golf circuit in the United States
last month knows he must make sacrifices to
achieve his dreams.

Golf is a rich man’s sport in India and as a
kid from a poor family, Shubham started off
swinging shabby clubs in the mustard field of
his village in the north Indian state of
Haryana.

“He had to make a lot of sacrifice to chase
that dream and he is happy to make that sac-
rifice, which is the best things about him,”
coach Nonita Lal Qureshi told Reuters.

“His day is very structured, he hardly gets
to do what boys his age do but he has a pas-
sion for golf and he is doing it happily.” The
passion can be seen in his results.

“I won two but missed the third in the US
Kids World Championship where I came
sixth,” Shubham told Reuters by telephone. “I
want to win all three next year.”

The pristine American courses hosting the
elite junior tournaments are a far cry from

Shubham’s beginnings. When a golf academy
opened near his home in India, it seemed a
godsend to the family but the facility shut
down in three months.

Shubham would pile up sands on the
rooftop and practise his bunker shots there,
while his father Jagpal cleared the area
behind their house to carve out a three-hole
course for his son.

Jagpal also got his son a computer. “I start-
ed watching top golfers on YouTube,”
Shubham said. “Gary Player, Seve Ballesteros,
Tiger Woods, Louis Oosthuizen...I’d try their
swing and see if it works for me.” His name

featured regularly enough in local tourna-
ments to interest the Golf Foundation, run by
former Asian Games gold medallist Amit
Luthra. Promised free education and free
practice at the Delhi Golf Club, the Jaglans, a
family boasting a number of elite wrestlers,
sold off dairy cattle and moved to Delhi to
help their son pursue his dream.

It was a bold move by a family still strug-
gling to adjust to city life but Shubham’s sin-
gle-minded devotion has been reassuring,
even if it means long spells away from home.

“I don’t miss family. I talk to them every
day, sometimes twice a day,” said Shubham. “I

know I will be back after a month or two.”
Jagpal’s phone has not stopped ringing

since his son’s recent success but coach
Qureshi sounded a warning for the budding
golfer. “In the two-and-half years since mov-
ing to Delhi, he has blossomed but we must
remember that he is very young. It is very
early days in his career and we must not lose
sight of what he needs to do. “He has shown
all the promise to be a really good player but
many things can go wrong from here. He has
just begun a journey and these victories are
only milestones that he is on the right
track.”—Reuters

Indian milkman’s son chases dream in greener pastures


