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BELGIUM: Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain steers his car to win the qualifying session at the Spa-Francorchamps circuit. The Belgium Formula One Grand Prix will be held today. —AP

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: Double world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton clinched the Formula
One pole trophy at the Belgian Grand Prix yes-
terday with a flawless lap to take top slot on
the starting grid for the 10th time in 11 races.
The Mercedes driver will have his closest rival
and team mate Nico Rosberg, last year’s inau-
gural pole trophy winner, alongside on the
front row.

The Mercedes pair will be determined not
to repeat the fiasco of 2014, when Rosberg
was on pole and they collided on the second
lap. Hamilton kicked off a controversy after
that race by accusing Rosberg of driving into
him deliberately.

Rosberg, who had led the championship at
the same stage last year, is 21 points behind

Hamilton with nine races remaining including
today’s.

The German had been quickest in Friday
practice but Hamilton banged in the quickest
laps when it mattered to seize pole with a time
of one minute 47.197 seconds and nearly half
a second faster.

“I’m really happy today with the perform-
ance of the car,” the Briton said after his sixth
successive pole and 48th of his increasingly
stellar grand prix career.

“The car’s been feeling great on the circuit...
Nico was very close but my last two laps were
the best I’ve had all weekend.” It was the first
time since Michael Schumacher’s domination
with Ferrari in 2000-01 that a driver has
chalked up six poles in a row.

Hamilton’s main concern now will be a
clean and quick getaway on Sunday, with the
champion’s last three races being marred by
poor starts.

To add to the uncertainty, the starting rules
have changed since the last race with the onus
more on the man behind the wheel now that
engineers are no longer allowed to advise the
drivers remotely on the grid. A disappointed
Rosberg, who suffered an explosive blowout
on Friday and recognised Hamilton had been
just too quick on Saturday, hoped the new
procedures might mix things up.

“With the new start situation, and we’re
having to do everything ourselves now, there’s
a lot more opportunity tomorrow even at the
start,” he said.

“On the run down to turn five here it is pos-
sible to overtake so my hopes are for sure still
alive.” Finland’s Valtteri Bottas qualified third
for Williams and will be joined on the second
row by Force India’s Mexican Sergio Perez due
to a five-place grid penalty for Lotus’s Romain
Grosjean ahead of him.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen failed to make it
into the final phase of qualifying, for his team’s
900th race, after his engine died and the car
ground to a halt on the track.

The Finn’s German team mate and four-
times champion Sebastian Vettel, winner of
the previous race in Hungary, qualified ninth
but will start eighth thanks to Grosjean’s
demotion from fourth.

Australian Daniel Ricciardo, last year’s sur-

prise winner in Spa, will start in fifth place with
the Williams of Brazilian Felipe Massa in sixth.

Toro Rosso’s Belgian-born Dutch 17-year-
old Max Verstappen qualified 15th but will
drop down after being penalised for an engine
change.

McLaren duo Fernando Alonso and Jenson
Button will start at the back after collecting a
combined 105 place drop-on a grid of just 20
places-due to multiple changes of their Honda
engines.

With the rules changed last month so that
time penalties could no longer be imposed for
untaken grid drops, McLaren took advantage
of the situation by carrying out two engine
swaps per car to stack up units for use without
penalty at future races. —Reuters

Hamilton takes pole trophy

COLOMBO: India’s captain Virat Kohli attempts to field the ball during the third day’s play of the second Test cricket match against Sri Lanka. —AP

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews
hit a century before India fought back to assume
control of the second Test at the P.  Sara Oval in
Colombo yesterday.

The tourists, seeking a series-levelling win
after losing the first Test in Galle, ended Sri
Lanka’s first innings at 306 after tea on the third
day in reply to their own 393.

India closed the day at 70-1 in their second
knock, an overall lead of 157 runs with nine
wickets in hand on the slow, wearing pitch that
promises to help spinners on the last two days.

Murali Vijay was unbeaten on 39 and Ajinkya
Rahane was on 28, the pair having put on 67
runs for the second wicket after Lokesh Rahul
was bowled by Dhammika Prasad off the fifth
ball. The duo saw off the last five overs in fading
light as play was extended by more than an hour
due to a rain interruption after lunch. Mathews
hit a glorious 102 to lift his team to a strong
position before India turned the tables after a
barren morning session.

Sri Lanka, who started the day at 140-3, were
cruising at 241-3 soon after lunch when India hit
back to take the last seven wickets for 65 runs.

The collapse started soon after Mathews
notched up his sixth Test century with a reverse-
hit boundary against off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin. Leg-spinner Amit Mishra finished with
four wickets, while seamer Ishant Sharma and
Ashwin claimed two each.

Mishra said any target over 350 will be tough
to chase, but added Indian bowlers will need a
minimum of 100 overs to bowl Sri Lanka out a
second time.

“It has started to spin a bit, but even now the
wicket is good for batting because it is still a bit
slow,” he said. “It is possible the pitch will be diffi-
cult to bat on the last day.

“Anything over 350 is a good target. Already

the lead is more than 150, so another 200-250
runs will make it a very good total. You need at
least 100 overs to bowl them out.”

Mathews and his overnight partner Lahiru
Thirimanne batted through the morning session
to put on 127 for the fourth wicket before
Sharma claimed two wickets in the space of
three overs with the second new ball after the
break.

Sharma had left-handed Thirimanne caught
behind by Wriddhiman Saha for 62 and then dis-
missed first Test hero Dinesh Chandimal for 11,
caught at second slip by Rahul.

Thirimanne admitted Sri Lanka “threw away”
the advantage after a good start, but said the
door was not shut for the hosts in the match.

“As the day went on there was some turn for
the spinners, but when they took the second

new ball we threw away the advantage by losing
quick wickets,” he said.”We knew we had to get a
350-plus score in the first innings but we
couldn’t do that. It happens in cricket. “Hopefully
we can get some early wickets tomorrow morn-
ing and restrict the Indians.”

All-rounder Stuart Binny, who was added to
the touring squad before this match, claimed his
first success after going wicketless in three previ-
ous Tests when he forced Mathews to edge a
catch to the slips. Mathews, one of modern crick-
et’s leading all-rounders, followed his fine spell
of two for 24 in 15 overs of steady medium-pace
bowling during India’s innings with a century
that was studded with 12 boundaries. Sri Lanka,
who went to tea at 298-7, lost their last three
wickets for the addition of eight runs, with
Mishra taking two of those wickets. —AFP

India take charge after 

Mathews’s century

India 1st innings: 393 (L. Rahul 108, V. Kohli 78, R.
Sharma 79, W. Saha 56, D. Prasad 2-84, A. Mathews 2-24,
D. Chameera 2-72, R. Herath 4-81)
Sri Lanka 1st innings (overnight 140-3):
D. Karunaratne lbw b Yadav 1
K. Silva c Ashwin b Mishra 51
K. Sangakkara c Rahane b Ashwin 32
L. Thirimanne c Saha b I. Sharma 62 
A. Mathews c Vijay b Binny 102
D. Chandimal c Rahul b I. Sharma 11
J. Mubarak b Mishra 22
D. Prasad c Rahane b Mishra 5
R. Herath  lbw b Ashwin 1
T. Kaushal st Saha b Mishra 6
D. Chameera not out 0 
Extras: (b2, lb6, nb5) 13 
Total (all out, 108 overs) 306 

Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Karunaratne), 2-75 (Sangakkara), 3-
114 (Silva), 4-241 (Thrimanne), 5-259 (Chandimal), 6-284
(Mathews), 7-289 (Prasad), 8-300 (Mubarak), 9-306
(Herath), 10-306 (Kaushal).  Bowling: I. Sharma 21-3-68-2
(nb4), Yadav 19-5-67-1, Binny 18-4-44-1 (nb1), Ashwin
29-3-76-2, Mishra 21-3-43-4.

India 2nd innings:
M. Vijay not out 39
L. Rahul b Prasad 2
A. Rahane not out 28
Extras: (w1) 1
Total (for one wicket, 29.2 overs) 70 
Fall of wicket: 1-3 (Rahul).  
Bowling: Prasad 4-0-12-1, Herath 11.2-3-23-0, Chameera
4-0-14-0 (w1), Mathews 2-1-1-0, Kaushal 8-0-20-0.
India lead by 157 runs with nine wickets in hand.

SCOREBOARD 
COLOMBO: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the second Test between India and Sri Lanka at the P. Sara Oval
in Colombo yesterday:

Tiger roars into

share of lead
GREENSBORO: Tiger Woods roared back
after over a year in the wilderness to tie for
the Wyndham Championship lead on
Friday and then said he didn’t expect it
would take so long to return to a position
that used to be second nature.

Less than three months after the worst
round of his career, Woods looked more
like the 14-times major champion that he is
as he recovered from a three-putt bogey at
the first hole to card a five-under 65 in the
second round at Sedgefield Country Club.

It’s the first time Woods has held an end-
of-round lead since he won the WGC-
Bridgestone Invitational at Firestone in
August 2013.

On 11-under 129, the 39-year-old
shared the halfway lead with PGA Tour
rookie Tom Hoge, one stroke ahead of fel-
low Americans Davis Love III (66) and Chad
Campbell (65).

Former world number one Woods,
whose ranking has plunged to 286, down-
played his position, but his words could not
disguise the look on his face of immense
satisfaction.

“I’m only at the halfway point, We’ve still
got a lot of golf to go,” Woods told reporters
in an interview room that was constructed
at the last minute after he entered the tour-
nament for the first time. “I wasn’t quite as
sharp as yesterday. I kept leaving my iron
shots above the hole.”

Telling, he admitted that it had taken
him a lot longer than expected to find his
game after undergoing major back surgery
last year, and then reworking his swing

with new instructor Chris Como. “My game
has struggled at the beginning of the year
... but I’ve stuck with it. Chris has been fan-
tastic. He’s really helped me through this
entire process.

“I feel like I’m swinging well enough
right now that I want to hit driver more
often.” Woods, who last week missed the
cut for a third successive major, needs to
win here to guarantee a berth in the lucra-
tive FedExCup playoff series that starts next
week.

Followed by an admiring gallery, Woods
hit some shots of the highest quality on
Friday, but also some poor ones, including
a two-iron off the 10th tee that he pulled so
badly he was lucky to avoid some trees 150
yards away.

But the lack of rough at Sedgefield, and
the shortness of the course, allowed him to
get away with errors that might punish him
at tougher venues. The highlight of his
round was a 10-foot eagle at the par-five
15th. When his putt disappeared, the roar
from the spectators in the overlooking sky-
boxes was almost earth-shaking. Some 200
yards away, spectators in the stand behind
the 16th green also erupted, never mind
that a player on that hole about to putt.

It has been a remarkable debut at the
tournament for Woods but he was not yet
ready to say if his performance was enough
to commit to returning next year.

“I’m just happy to be playing the week-
end right now, okay?” said Woods. “I’m just
working on trying to win this event and
let’s go about it from there.” —Reuters

GREENSBORO: Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the 16th hole during the second
round of the Wyndham Championship golf tournament. —AP


