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“So that reduced the number of fish baskets in the mar-
kets to a half. The price of shrimp baskets has gone up from
KD 55 in the beginning of August to KD 85 per basket now.
The market has been affected by supply and demand,”
Shammari explained. 

As for sea pollution and the phenomenon of Almid

death and the fishing ban, Shammari said that banning
shrimp fishing helped a lot in getting more fishes and
added they are waiting for the Environment Public
Authority to allow shrimp fishing again.

However, Shammari disagreed with the campaign to
boycott fish: “The increase in demand and the popularity of
fish and shrimp are due to the recommendations of doc-
tors to their patients to avoid certain food and eat fish.”

‘Let it Spoil’ campaign as fish prices...
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The IS leader uses hand-delivered mail to communicate
with leaders of the group, shunning the use of more trace-
able telephones or email. He has recently, according to the
officials, brought to his inner circle former fellow inmates
from his time at the US-run detention facility known as
Bocca in southern Iraq, where he was held nearly 10 years
ago. One of the Iraqi officials said al-Baghdadi’s deputy was
traveling in a white SUV with Abu Abdullah and two escorts
when they were hit by the American airstrike at 8:30 a.m.
local time. The two escorts were also killed, the official said.

A Pentagon spokesman, Navy Capt. Jeff Davis, said Al-
Hayali was an Iraqi national and had been a member al-
Qaida’s Iraq affiliate during the US war in Iraq. Davis said Al-

Hayali had been detained by US forces in early 2005 for his
al-Qaida connection and turned over to the Iraqi govern-
ment a short time later.

“He admitted at this time, in 2005, to being a bookkeep-
er for Al-Qaeda in Iraq and involvement in weapons traf-
ficking and support for extremist operations,” Davis said.
Davis said it is believed that he served as military emir for IS
in Baghdad and then headed the group’s presence in Iraq’s
Ninewa province between 2011 and 2012. Al-Hayali also
was a conduit between al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula
and IS senior leadership, Davis said.

Davis would not provide additional details about the US
airstrike that killed Al-Hayali, saying only that a fixed-wing
aircraft carried it out. He would not say whether that was a
drone or a piloted aircraft.  — AP

US airstrike kills IS No 2

KUWAIT: The sun sets behind people taking a dip in the sea outside the Aqua Park in Kuwait City on Friday. — Yasser Al-Zayyat
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In an interview with CNN, one of the Americans, Anthony
Sadler, described how he and friends Alek Skarlatos and Spencer
Stone saw the gunman emerge from a train bathroom carrying
a Kalashnikov and that they instinctively leapt into action.

Armed with a Kalashnikov assault rifle, an automatic pistol,
nine cartridge clips and a box-cutter, the attacker opened fire on
board the high-speed train just after it crossed from Belgium
into northern France on Friday evening. But the attack was
quickly stopped when two off-duty US servicemen and their
friend charged the gunman and overpowered him.

“I looked back and saw a guy enter with a Kalashnikov. My
friends and I got down and then I said ‘Let’s get him’,” Alek
Skarlatos, a 22-year-old member of the National Guard in
Oregon who recently returned from Afghanistan, told France’s
BFMTV.

Spencer Stone, who serves in the US Air Force, was first to the
gunman who slashed him in the neck and almost sliced off his
thumb with a box-cutter.  “At that point I showed up and
grabbed the gun from him and basically started beating him in
the head until he fell unconscious,” said Skarlatos.

‘Rather die being active’ 
A British business consultant, 62-year-old Chris Norman, also

assisted in subduing the man, and said he thought his gun may
have malfunctioned.  “I don’t know why he didn’t manage to fire
but I think it’s because his weapon jammed,” he told reporters in
Arras. “My first reaction was to hide but... my thought was I’m
probably going to die anyway, I’d rather die being active, trying
to get him down than simply sit in the corner and be shot.

“I don’t feel like a hero. If it wasn’t for Spencer, I think we
would all be dead.”  He said Stone had taken the gunman in a
chokehold and Norman took his right arm to stop him reaching
his gun.

With the man floored, Skarlatos left to search for more gun-
men, while Norman helped tie up the attacker with his tie.

Despite his own injuries, Stone then went to help man who had
been shot in 

the shoulder. Both were later hospitalized but are said to be
recovering well, with Stone due to be released later yesterday.
The train heroes are to be received by President Francois
Hollande at the Elysee Palace in the coming days and have won
praise from US President Barack Obama and Prime Minister
David Cameron.

‘Kind of crazy’ 
Mobile phone footage from inside the train shows the sus-

pect, a skinny man wearing white trousers and no shirt, flat-
tened on the floor of the train with his hands and feet tied
behind his back. He was arrested when the train with 554 pas-
sengers aboard stopped at Arras station in northern France.

The third American, Anthony Sadler, said it had been a “crazy
experience”.  “I’m just a college student,” he told reporters. “I came
to see my friends for my first trip to Europe and we stop a terror-
ist. It’s kind of crazy.” Analysts said it was not surprising someone
could launch an attack even though he was on a watch-list.

“It’s the perennial problem of how you prioritize between
serious concerns,” said Raffaello Pantucci, counter-terrorism
expert at Royal United Services Institute in London.

“It’s a very resource-intensive job to watch someone 24 hours
a day.  Intelligence agencies just aren’t big enough to do that for
everyone,” he said. France has been on high alert since Islamist
gunmen went on the rampage in January, killing 17 people in
Paris.

Around 850 French and 300 Belgians have left to fight in
Syria and Iraq, and hundreds have already returned, say intelli-
gence officials, overwhelming their ability to monitor them all.

Security is now expected to be tightened on international
train services in mainland Europe.

While passengers on Eurostar services between Paris and
London must pass through airport-style security before
boarding trains, passengers on services between Paris,
Brussels and Amsterdam face no such checks. — Agencies

French train gunman an ‘Islamist militant’ 

ARRAS: (From left) Anthony Sadler, from Pittsburg, California, Alek Skarlatos from Roseburg, Oregon and
British national Chris Norman who is living in France, hold their medals as they sit in a restaurant after a brief
ceremony in the town of Arras, northern France, on Friday. The American servicemen overpowered a gunman
armed with a Kalashnikov who opened fire on a high-speed train travelling from Amsterdam to Paris. — AFP

PARIS: A gunman tackled by young Americans on a train
between Amsterdam and Paris pleaded with them to hand
back his Kalashnikov after they overpowered him, one of
the group said.

“Everything happened very fast,” Anthony Sadler, a stu-
dent travelling with friends Alek Skarlatos and Spencer
Stone, both members of the US military, told France’s
BFMTV. 

“I didn’t realise what was happening until I saw a guard
run past. I  looked back and saw a guy enter with a
Kalashnikov. My friends and I got down and then I said
‘Let’s get him’,” said Skarlatos, a 22-year-old member of the
National Guard in Oregon, who has recently returned from
service in Afghanistan.

“We didn’t know if the gun wasn’t working or anything
like that. Spencer just ran anyway and if anyone had gotten
shot, it would have been Spencer and we’re just very lucky
that nobody got killed,” he added in quotes shown on the
BBC.  Stone tackled the gunman but was cut with a knife.
“At that point I showed up and grabbed the gun from him
and basically started beating him in the head until he fell
unconscious,” said Skarlatos.

Sadler added that the man-later identified as a 26-year-
old of Moroccan origin-”didn’t stand a chance.” “As soon as
we saw him, we all ran back there. It all happened really
fast,” Sadler told BFMTV.

“He didn’t say anything. He was just telling us to give
back his gun. ‘Give me back my gun! Give me back my gun!’
But we just carried on beating him up and immobilised
him and that was it.”

Mobile phone footage from inside the train and shown
on several TV stations shows the suspect, a skinny man
wearing white trousers and no shirt, flattened on the floor
of the train with his hands and feet tied behind his back. 

A Kalashnikov is seen leaning against a seat and blood
is visible on a window. Sadler told BFMTV he had spoken to
Stone, recovering from the knife wound in hospital, adding
that he was “doing well”.

“He can’t believe that all this happened,” said Sadler. “I’m
just a college student. I came to see my friends for my first
trip to Europe and we stop a terrorist. It’s kind of crazy.”

A source close to the investigation said two people
were being treated at a hospital in Lille. As well as Stone,
who received cuts to his neck and hand, another American
passenger was shot in the shoulder. No information was
given on their condition. President Barack Obama singled
out the Americans, saying “it is clear that their heroic
actions may have prevented a far worse tragedy.”

French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said the
group showed “great bravery.” “Without their cool-headed
actions we could have been faced with a terrible incident,”
he said.  — AFP

Give me back my gun: Train attacker 

IDOMENI, Greece: After a brief respite aboard a Greek pas-
senger ship, Syrian refugee Mohamed has found himself
stranded on a filthy, chaotic strip at the Macedonian border,
his way to the relative security of northern Europe blocked
by razor wire and riot police. The 20-year-old geology stu-
dent, like thousands of others stuck at the Greek frontier vil-
lage of Idomeni, has made an arduous and often dangerous
journey to escape the horrors of the Syrian civil war.

What he has found at Idomeni has brought him close to
despair and now he simply wants to go anywhere in Europe
that is safe. “We just want to survive,” he told Reuters. After
making his way through Turkey, Mohamed took a small
boat over the narrow stretch of water to Kos, a Greek island
where conditions have been dire as thousands of migrants
arrive this summer from as far as Pakistan, Iran and
Afghanistan. Mohamed, who did not give his family name,
covered the next stretch in the relative comfort of the ship
which crossed the Aegean to Piraeus. After that came an
overland journey to the northern Greek city of Thessaloniki,
and from there he walked - 70 km (45 miles) in the burning
mid-summer heat.

The sight at Idomeni is pitiful. Several thousand refugees
and migrants shouted “Help us!” to Macedonian riot police
behind the wire. This blocks a railway line that others had
used to walk across the frontier as they headed north
towards Hungary and Europe’s open-border Schengen zone.

One Afghan couple were separated from their two chil-

dren in the chaos. “I lost my children last night at about 6 pm
when the crowd was pushing,” said Mohammed Yasin.

“My son is six years old and my daughter is one and a
half,” he told a reporter at the razor wire. Minutes after he
spoke, a man approached from the Macedonian side carry-
ing a small child, Yasin’s daughter. His wife cried as she was
handed the girl but the man repeated: “I need my son.”

Overwhelmed Macedonian authorities are allowing only
small groups over to the town of Gevgelija, laying on trains
to take them north.

In the meantime, sanitation is dire on the Greek side. The
weather turned cold and wet overnight, with fields next to
the railway track where migrants have pitched tents becom-
ing muddy.  In the morning hours, people huddled around
open fires while yet more arrived on foot. Many were trying
to find other entry points into Macedonia.

Ahmed, 32, stranded with his wife Rane and seven-
month-old child, have waited four days at the border, hop-
ing they can head to Germany where they have friends. “It’s
miserable here. Our child is coughing and we don’t have any
clothes,” he said.

Frustration spilled over into anger, not necessarily direct-
ed at the police blocking their way. “All the world is lying and
the Arab countries are the number one liars,” said Shero, a
25-year-old Syrian who has been at Idomeni for two days.

“They are supposed to be our brothers but they turn their
backs on us.”  — Reuters

Syrians despair amid filth 

as way to north blocked


