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BANGKOK:  New surveillance video has surfaced offering a
possible clue to the bombing in central Bangkok that killed
20 people, Thai authorities said yesterday. Col. Winthai
Suvaree, a spokesman for Thailand’s ruling junta, also said
closed circuit television was used to learn the transportation
route the suspected bomber took to and from the site of
Monday evening’s rush-hour attack. He said that a police
sketch of the suspect had been distributed to border posts.

Surveillance video leaked to Thai media shows a man in a
blue shirt placing a bag on a riverside walkway, then kicking
it into the water on Monday night shortly after the explosion
several kilometers (miles) away at the Erawan Shrine. About
18 hours later, at 1 p.m. Tuesday, an explosion took place at
the same spot near a busy pier, causing no casualties.

Police spokesman Prawuth Thawornsiri said Saturday that
police were seeking the man for questioning, even though it
remains unclear whether his actions had anything to do with
either explosion. Asked if the man was a suspect, he said he
was “more like a witness.” “The thing he kicked in the water
might just be garbage. We don’t know yet,” he said. Asked if
the man in the video was linked to the bombing at the
Erawan Shrine, he said police had not yet drawn that conclu-
sion and there was no clear relationship.

Much of the police investigation, and the media frenzy
surrounding it, has been fueled by closed circuit television
footage, often too blurry to distinctly identify its subjects. The
one suspect for whom an arrest warrant has been issued was
seen leaving a backpack behind at the spot where the bomb
went off at the shrine minutes after he departed. Two men
who stood nearby him looked suspiciously like confederates,
but made themselves known to police who have more of less
cleared them of any responsibility. A woman in a black shirt
also seen standing nearby is being sought.

Police have released a sketch of the suspect - depicting
him with eyeglasses and bushy,  black hair - and offered a
reward that on Friday was raised to 3 million baht ($85,000).
On a police arrest warrant he is described as a “foreign man,”
although a military spokesman said a connection to interna-
tional terrorism seemed unlikely. After initially being criti-
cized for sending confusing messages, authorities have
appeared more guarded in their statements. Military
spokesman Col. Winthai said on television Friday that the
police were making “much progress,” but that he could not
disclose any details. On Saturday, he said information would
be made public once it was no longer needed to be kept
secret as part of the investigation. — AP

New surveillance video offers possible Bangkok bombing clue

PYONGYANG: South Korea and North
Korea were holding their first high-level
talks in nearly a year at a border village
yesterday to defuse mounting tensions
that have pushed the rivals to the brink
of a possible military confrontation.

The closed-door meeting at
Panmunjom began early yesterday
evening, shortly after a deadline set by
North Korea for South Korea to disman-
tle loudspeakers broadcasting anti-North
Korean propaganda at their border, said
an official from South Korea’s Unification
Ministry, who didn’t want to be named
because of office rules. North Korea had
declared that its front-line troops were in
full war readiness and prepared to go to
battle if Seoul did not back down.

The ministry official did not give
details on the meeting. The South Korean
presidential office said earlier that the
country’s national security director, Kim
Kwan-jin, and Unification Minister Hong
Yong-pyo would sit down with Hwang
Pyong So, the top political officer for the
Korean People’s Army, and Kim Yang Gon,
a senior North Korean official responsible
for South Korean affairs.

Hwang is considered by outside ana-
lysts to be North Korea’s second most
important official after supreme leader
Kim Jong Un. The meeting came as a
series of incidents raised fears that the

conflict could spiral out of control, start-
ing with a land mine attack, allegedly by
the North, that maimed two South
Korean soldiers and the South’s resump-
tion of anti-Pyongyang propaganda
broadcasts.

An official from South Korea’s
Defense Ministry, who didn’t want to be
named because of office rules, said that
the South would continue with the anti-
Pyongyang broadcasts during the meet-
ing and would make a decision on
whether to halt them depending on the
result of the talks. While the meeting
offered a way for the rivals to avoid a col-
lision for now, analysts in Seoul won-
dered whether the countries were stand-
ing too far apart to expect a quick agree-
ment that could defuse their conflict.

“South Korea has openly vowed to
cut off the vicious cycle of North Korean
provocations, so it can’t manage to walk
off with a weak settlement,” said Koh Yu-
hwan, a North Korea expert at Dongguk
University in Seoul. “The South will also
likely demand the North to take responsi-
bility for the land mine attack and apolo-
gize, and there isn’t much reason to think
that Pyongyang would accept that.”

More meetings
Koh, however, said that yesterday’s

meeting might open the door to more
meetings between the countries to dis-

cuss a variety of issues. South Korea had
been using 11 loudspeaker systems
along the border for the broadcasts,
which included the latest news around
the Korean Peninsula and the world,
South Korean popular music and pro-
grams praising the South’s democracy
and economic affluence over the North’s
oppressive government, a senior military
official said at a news conference, on
condition of anonymity.

Each loudspeaker system has broad-
cast for more than 10 hours a day in
three or four different time slots that
were frequently changed for unpre-
dictability, the official said. If North Korea
attacks the loudspeakers, the South is
ready to strike back at the North Korean
units responsible for such attacks, he
said. Authoritarian North Korea, which
has also restarted its own propaganda
broadcasts, is extremely sensitive to any
criticism of its government. Analysts in
Seoul also believe the North fears that
the South’s broadcasts could demoralize
its front-line troops and inspire them to
defect.

The high-level meeting was first pro-
posed by Pyongyang on Friday after-
noon. The rival countries reached an
agreement for the meeting Saturday
morning after the North accepted the
South’s demand that Hwang would be

present at the meeting, South Korea’s
presidential office said. Hwang and Kim
Yang Gon visited South Korea in October
last year during the Asian Games in
Incheon, but their meeting with Kim, the
South’s national security director, and
then-Unification Ministry Ryoo Kihl-jae
failed to produce a tangible outcome in
improving ties between the countries.

In Pyongyang, businesses were open
as usual Saturday and street stalls selling
ice cream were crowded as residents
took breaks from the summer sun under
parasols. There were no visible signs of
increased security measures, though
even under normal situations the city is
heavily secured and fortified. More than
240 South Koreans entered a jointly run
industrial complex in the North Korean
border city of Kaesong.

Self-restraint
The North’s state-run media has

strongly ratcheted up its rhetoric, saying
the whole nation is bracing for the possi-
bility of an all-out war. Leader Kim Jong
Un has been shown repeatedly on TV
news broadcasts leading a strategy
meeting with the top military brass to
review the North’s attack plan, and
young people are reportedly swarming
to recruitment centers to sign up to join
the fight. — AP
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PAJU: In this photo provided by the South Korean Unification Ministry, South Korean Unification Minister Hong Yong-pyo, left, and National
Security Director, Kim Kwan-jin, second from left, meet with Kim Yang Gon, right, a senior North Korean official responsible for South Korean
affairs and Hwang Pyong So, North Korea’ top political officer for the Korean People’s Army, at the border village of Panmunjom in Paju,
South Korea, yesterday. — AP
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MANILA: Seven people were killed while
thousands fled to higher ground as power-
ful typhoon Goni brought torrential rains to
the northern Philippines, triggering land-
slides and floods, officials said yesterday.

Six people died in Mountain Province
and Benguet in the northern highlands
after they were buried in rocks and mud. A
man was killed in nearby Ilocos Norte
province after he was hit by a falling tree,
the national disaster council said in a
report.

Two others were reported missing in
flooded areas while five people were
injured. Roughly 1,700 people had been
evacuated by yesterday, the report said.
Typhoon Goni was 165 kilometres north-
east of the northern province of Cagayan
on Saturday morning, with winds of up to
195kph (121mph), according to the state
weather bureau.

In the northern province of Abra, two
straight days of heavy rains caused a major
river to overflow, governor Eustaquio
Bersamin said. “The Abra river has turned
into an ocean,” Bersamin told DZMM radio.

“The rains were much stronger than we
expected,” he said. Thirteen domestic
flights were cancelled on Saturday, the dis-
aster council said. The storm is the ninth

out of an average of 20 that hit the
Philippines each year and is now heading
to Taiwan, the weather bureau said.

Taiwan has evacuated people from out-
lying islands and troops are on standby for
disaster relief as it takes precautions
against heavy rains expected this weekend.
Towering waves crashed against the
island’s eastern coast yesterday morning,
although people were still on the beach in
the southern region of Kenting. 

Tourists evacuated 
While the chance of Goni making land-

fall in Taiwan has diminished, the typhoon
will bring heavy rains to most of the island
yesterday and Sunday, with mountainous
areas in eastern Hualien and Yilan counties
expected to see torrential downpours. 

Areas at risk included the hot spring
town of Wulai that was devastated by
Typhoon Soudelor just two weeks ago. The
popular tourist destination is still strug-
gling to repair roads damaged by mud-
slides and the town remains cut off from
regular water and power supplies. 

Wulai residents piled large sandbags
along the river to prevent flooding from
the expected rains and local officials may
evacuate residents from at-risk areas later

yesterday. At least 1,700 tourists have
already been evacuated from Taiwan’s out-
lying Green and Orchid islands. Offices and
schools have been closed there since
Friday. Some ferry services and domestic
flights have been cancelled, but interna-
tional flights have yet to be affected. 

China’s National Meteorological Center
has forecast Goni will not make landfall in
the country, although the lowest level
typhoon alert has been issued.

The eastern province of Fujian, which
faces Taiwan across a strait, has evacuated
nearly 5,000 people involved in the fishing
industry from coastal areas while 10,490
boats have returned to port to avoid
impact from the typhoon.  Typhoon
Soudelor killed at least 21 people in China
after making landfall in Fujian earlier this
month.

In Japan, airlines announced possible
flight delays and cancellations as Goni and
another strong typhoon, Atsani, neared.
Atsani was expected to approach the
Ogasawara island chain, some 1,000 kilo-
metres south of Tokyo, yesterday, with
winds of up to 252kph, according to the
Japanese meteorological agency. Goni was
forecast to approach the Sakishima island
chain in the south today, it said. — AFP

Seven killed as typhoon
hits northern Philippines

MANILA: A fisherman carry canisters of water next to grounded fishing outrigger boats along the coastal
area of Manila Bay yestertday, after the Philippine coast guard banned sailing due to Typhoon Goni as it
passes the northern Philippines. Seven people were killed while thousands fled to higher ground as pow-
erful Typhoon Goni brought torrential rains to the northern Philippines, triggering landslides and floods,
officials said yesterday. — AFP

BANGKOK: Pedestrians walk by flowers laid on the fence of the reopened Erawan shrine - the popu-
lar tourist site where 20 people were killed on August 17 in a bomb blast - in central Bangkok yester-
day.  Thai police on August 22 said they were investigating new security camera footage showing a
man dropping a package into a canal as the hunt for those behind the deadly Bangkok bomb blast
on August 17 entered its fifth day without arrests. — AFP

PHNOM PENH: The former “first lady” of
Cambodia’s murderous Khmer Rouge regime died
yesterday, according to a UN-backed tribunal, with-
out victims ever seeing her face trial on charges of
genocide and crimes against humanity. Ieng
Thirith, a French-educated revolutionary who was
83 when she died, was one of the few women in
the leadership of the communist movement
behind the horrors of the “Killing Fields” era. She
was among just a handful of suspects charged by
Cambodia’s UN-backed war crimes court, but was
freed in 2012 when the case against her was sus-
pended after the court ruled she was unfit to stand
trial due to progressive dementia. Family ties
helped her reach the upper echelons of power in a
murderous totalitarian regime that tore children
from parents and husbands from wives.

The sister-in-law of late Khmer Rouge leader Pol
Pot, she served as the regime’s social affairs minis-
ter alongside her husband, former foreign minister
Ieng Sary. She had been hospitalised this year in
Thailand with heart, bladder and lung problems.
She passed away in a former Khmer Rouge strong-
hold on the Thai border where many regime lead-
ers settled after they were ousted by the
Vietnamese.

“The accused passed away at approximately
10.30 am (0330 GMT) on 22 August in Pailin,
Cambodia,” the UN-backed tribunal said in a state-
ment. “She was released under a regime of judicial
supervision. She remained under judicial supervi-
sion until her death,” the statement from the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
(ECCC) added. “Her body will be cremated on
Monday evening,” her son Ieng Vuth told AFP by
telephone from Pailin, adding his mother had died
from cardiac arrest.

Bitter blow 
Though the charges against her were never

dropped, the suspension of the case against Ieng
Thirith was a bitter blow to many who survived the

regime, blamed for up to two million deaths.
The Khmer Rouge wiped out nearly a quarter of

the population through starvation, forced labour
and execution, in a bid to forge an agrarian utopia.
“Now that Ieng Thirith has died, a little part of jus-
tice has also died with her,” Chum Mey, a survivor of
the Khmer Rouge’s brutal Tuol Sleng, told AFP. Her
husband Ieng Sary, with whom she had four chil-
dren, died in 2013 aged 87, before a verdict was
delivered in his trial. Born Khieu Thirith, the daugh-
ter of a well-off judge, she recounted earlier that
she was initiated into politics by her future hus-
band when they were classmates at high school in
Phnom Penh, according to court documents. She
attended university in Paris where she majored in
Shakespearean studies and became the first
Cambodian to gain a degree in English literature.

The glamour of Paris soon gave way to revolu-
tionary yearnings with Ieng Sary’s increasing
involvement in radical Marxism. After returning to
Cambodia in 1957 with her husband, she worked
as a professor before opening an English school. By
the mid-1960s she was devoting herself entirely to
her revolutionary activities with her husband, oper-
ating from the Cambodian jungles along the bor-
der with Vietnam. The couple, along with Pol Pot
and his wife Khieu Ponnary, would become the
ideological centre of a nascent communist move-
ment that unleashed unprecedented destruction
in the late 1970s.

‘Directly involved’ 
Ieng Thirith was not a member of the regime’s

powerful standing committee but did sit on its
council of ministers, according to court documents.
As social affairs minister, she oversaw the regime’s
tight control of medicine supplies. “Ieng Thirith was
personally and directly involved in denying
Cambodians even the most basic of healthcare
during the regime’s years in power,” said Youk
Chhang, director of the Documentation Center of
Cambodia which researches the atrocities. — AFP
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PHNOM PENH: This file photo taken on July 9, 2008 shows former Khmer Rouge
leader ex-social affairs minister Ieng Thirith (C) standing in the courtroom at the
ECCC in Phnom Penh. The former “first lady” of Cambodia’s murderous Khmer Rouge
regime, Ieng Thirith, died yesterday, according to a UN-backed tribunal which stayed
its trial of her in 2012 on charges of genocide and crimes against humanity due to
her ill health. — AFP 


