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SANAA: Dozens of people, mostly civilians, have been
killed in fighting and air strikes by a Saudi-led coalition
in Yemen’s rebel-held third city Taez, seen as the gate-
way to recapturing the capital. Backed by the coalition,
loyalists to exiled President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi
have recently made sweeping advances against the
Iran-backed Shiite rebels known as Houthis. 

They retook the southern port and second city Aden
last month, and have seized four additional southern
provinces in their advance towards Taez, some 330 kilo-
meters (205 miles) south of Sanaa. 

Rima Kamal, spokeswoman in Yemen for the
International Committee of the Red Cross, said the vio-
lence Friday had killed 80 people by late evening,
adding that it was unknown if people in the city were
“dead or alive under the rubble”. 

“My colleague was told that by noon yesterday,
there were 50 killed; in the evening it went up to 80.
These are figures we are receiving from various sides,”

she told AFP.  Doctors Without Borders said Friday that
65 civilians had been killed and several hurt in bombing
runs in Taez’s Salah neighborhood. 

The rebel-controlled Saba news agency said the
raids had killed 63 civilians and wounded 50. 

The two sides have fought over Taez for months, but
clashes there began intensifying in mid-August as the
loyalists pushed north after consolidating their gains in
the south. Heavy fighting that began on Sunday killed
more than 80 fighters from both sides people in 24
hours, military sources said.

Kamal said yesterday that “civilians are suffering on
multiple fronts. There was an overwhelming number of
civilians killed yesterday.” She said shelling and clashes
were ongoing Saturday, with residents saying fighting
around a presidential palace in Taez had killed three
civilians.

‘Qaeda’ blasts intelligence HQ 
In Aden, meanwhile, a bomb destroyed the secret

police headquarters early yesterday, residents said, in an
attack one official blamed on Al-Qaeda. The four-storey
building in the Tawahi neighborhood collapsed under
the force of the blast, which was heard across the city.

The official blamed the attack, which caused no
casualties, on Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. He
claimed AQAP militants had entered the city just two
weeks after it was retaken from Iran-backed rebels on
July 17. AQAP, which the United States says is the global
extremist network’s most dangerous branch, has taken
advantage of months of violence and chaos in Yemen to
make territorial gains, overrunning the port of Mukalla,
capital of the eastern Hadramawt province, in April.

Elsewhere, a Saudi Apache helicopter crashed, and
its two pilots were killed, as it patrolled in the Jazan
region on the border with Yemen, the coalition said
yesterday.

On Friday night, the Houthis said they had shot
down an Apache in the same area. — AFP

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani unveiled the
country’s latest domestically produced surface to surface
missile yesterday, saying such weapons are necessary for
defence in the Middle East.

The Fateh (Winner) 313 ballistic missile has a 500-kilo-
metre (300 miles) range and features more advanced
sensors and technology, according to Sepah News, the
website of Iran’s powerful Revolutionary Guards. It was
rolled out little more than a month after Iran and world
powers concluded a deal that requires Iran to curb key
parts of its nuclear program in exchange for a lifting of
economic sanctions.

The missile was displayed as part of Defence Industry
Day, an annual event that showcases Iran’s hardware. “A
weak country incapable of confronting and defending
against the military power of its neighbours and enemies
cannot claim to seek peace,” the president said in a tele-
vised speech, citing the need for diplomacy and military
efforts to stand side by side. “Iran’s strategy is based on
defense and deterrence. The first line is diplomats and
the second line is generals. Diplomats should be backed
by generals. If they fail, it is the generals’ turn to come for-
ward.” Several versions of the Fateh missile have been
produced in the past few years. The 313 model has been
successfully tested and is scheduled for mass production,
the Sepah News report said.

Iran’s ballistic missile program was a contentious issue
in the talks that led to the nuclear deal in Vienna on July
14. To ensure a lifting of sanctions Iran must implement

changes to its atomic activities and guarantee they are
for energy and medical purposes. Iran has always denied
seeking a nuclear bomb. However critics of the nuclear
deal in Tehran said that a recent UN resolution regarding
missiles, albeit a non-binding measure, placed unaccept-
able curbs on Iran’s military capabilities. The latest UN
Security Council resolution adopting the nuclear agree-
ment bars Iran from owning missiles “designed to carry
nuclear warheads”. It also stipulates that transfer to Iran
of ballistic missile technology during the next eight years
will be subject to the approval of the council. The US has
said it would veto such requests.

Drone  shot down
Iran’s official IRNA news agency says the military has

shot down a reconnaissance drone in western Iran near
the border with Iraq. IRNA quoted Col. Farzad Fereidouni,
a local air defense system commander, in a report yester-
day as saying the unmanned aircraft was shot down in
recent days after it “confronted” the air defense missile
system. He didn’t say which country the drone belonged
to, or give specifics on the timing.

Iran has claimed to have captured several US drones
in recent years, including an advanced RQ-170 Sentinel
CIA spy drone in December 2011 and at least three
Boeing-designed ScanEagle aircraft.

Iran said last year it successfully tested its copy of the
RQ-170 drone based on one it captured. Tehran says it is
also copying the ScanEagle. — Agencies
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BASRA: Protesters demanding govern-
ment reforms have cut off road access to
Iraq’s southern Umm Qasr commodities
port, officials said yesterday, hampering
activity at the harbour which receives
grain shipments and heavy equipment
used in the oil industry.

Dozens of demonstrators, who have
closed the port’s two main gates since
Friday morning, set up tents overnight
and refused to let trucks pass or employ-
ees enter the facility, said Ammar Al-Safi, a
spokesman for the state -run General
Company for Ports of Iraq. Security forces
were on hand to keep the protesters out
of the port but had not moved to disperse
them, said Safi and a security source.

Thousands of Iraqis protested on Friday
in Baghdad and southern Iraqi cities, call-
ing for reform of the judiciary, parliament
and local governing bodies. The demon-
strations, which began last month in
response to power cuts amid a sweltering
heat wave, helped prompt a sweeping
reform campaign by Prime Minister Haider
Al-Abadi.

The initiative is the biggest move yet
by Abadi to strengthen his hand, even as
nearly a third of Iraq’s territory has fallen

to Islamic State militants and the central
government faces a financial crisis from
the collapsing price of its oil exports.

Abadi sacked a third of his cabinet last
week, reducing the number of ministers
to 22 by eliminating positions or combin-
ing some ministries with others. He earli-
er eliminated Iraq’s three vice president
positions, cut politicians’ security details
and other perks, encouraged corruption
investigations and gave himself the pow-
er  to f i re  provincial  governors  and
regional officials.

The moves, aimed at reducing corrup-
tion and incompetence which critics say
have made Iraq nearly ungovernable, fol-
lowed a call by the country ’s leading
Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani
to “strike with an iron fist” against corrup-
tion.  On Fr iday Sistani  again backed
Abadi’s reforms and said they should
focus on the judiciar y.  “ The steps of
reform must be carried out according to
legal procedures so that those who are
affected have no room to file complaints
to courts to have them annulled ... which
may reduce these steps to mere ink on
paper,” Sistani said in a sermon delivered
by his aide Ahmed Al-Safi. — Reuters
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SANAA: Yemenis wait to fill jerrycans with water from a public tap amid an acute shortage of water supply to houses in the capital Sanaa yester-
day. — AFP 

CAIRO: Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood
leader Mohamed Badie and several oth-
er prominent Islamists were sentenced
to life in prison yesterday for murder and
inciting violence, judicial sources said,
part of an ongoing crackdown on the
outlawed group.

Badie has faced numerous trials and

has accumulated two death sentences
and five sentences to life in prison in sep-
arate cases, which still may be appealed.

Saturday’s sentencing related to an
attack on a police station in the city of
Port Said in 2013 in which five people
were killed. The attack was part of a wave
of violence that swept across Egypt after

the army removed elected Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi from power in July
2013 following mass protests against his
rule. Senior Brotherhood leader
Mohamed El-Beltagy, Islamist cleric
Safwat Hegazy, and 16 others were also
sentenced to life in prison, 28 to ten
years in prison and 68 acquitted. Another

76 people were given life sentences in
absentia. Charges ranged from murder
and inciting violence to stealing
weapons and destruction of public and
private property.

After hearing their sentences, the
defendants defiantly flashed the four-fin-
ger Rabaa sign synonymous with the
Brotherhood’s 2013 sit-ins and chanted
“down with military rule” from inside a
cage in the courtroom. Since deposing
Morsi, the authorities have held mass tri-
als for thousands of Muslim Brotherhood
supporters, with hundreds receiving
death sentences or lengthy prison terms.
Mursi was sentenced to death in June
over a mass jail break in 2011.

This has drawn criticism from activists
and rights groups at home and abroad.
The Egyptian government says the judi-
ciary is independent and that it never
intervenes in its work.

The government deems the
Brotherhood a terrorist group. The
Brotherhood, Egypt’s oldest opposition
movement dating back decades, says it
remains committed to peaceful activism.

President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi
approved an anti-terrorism law this
month that sets up special courts.
Human rights groups say the law uses
security threats as a pretext to curtail
political freedoms won in a 2011
uprising. — Reuters
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CAIRO: The judge reads out the verdict during the trial of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood (MB) leader
Mohamed Badie and MB members in Cairo yesterday on charges of inciting violence when supporters of
Egypt’s deposed Islamist president Mohamed Morsi stormed a police station in the Suez Canal city of Port
Said in August 2013. — AFP

This Oct 26, 2014 satellite image provided by UNESCO shows  levees and roads dug
across the Northern Necropolis at Palmyra, Syria. IS fighters overran the historic
town of Palmyra in May 2015. On Tuesday, Aug 18, 2015 famed Palmyra expert
Khaled Al-Asaad was publicly beheaded by Islamic State militants, his bloodied
body hung on a pole in a main square, according to witnesses and relatives. —AP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani, second left, speaks with Defense Minister Hossein
Dehghan after unveiling the surface-to-surface Fateh-313, or Conqueror, missile in a ceremony
marking Defense Industry Day, Iran. — AP

ISTANBUL: A soldier was killed in south-
eastern Turkey and a regional headquar-
ters of the country’s ruling party hit by a
bomb attack, in new violence blamed on
Kurdish militants, the army and sources
said yesterday.

The soldier, a captain, was killed in a
rocket and long-range gun attack late
Friday on a military post in Beytussebap
district in southeastern Sirnak province,
the army said in a statement. 

Two other soldiers were injured. The
army said the attack was carried out by
the “Separatist Terror Organization”, its
customary phrase for the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) to which it
never refers by name.

Meanwhile, suspected members of
the PKK threw two bombs outside the
regional headquarters of the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP) in
the predominantly Kurdish southeastern
city of Diyarbakir. The attack severely
damaged a police water cannon truck
parked outside, injuring a policeman
who was inside, the official Anatolia
news agency reported.

The PKK has been staging daily
attacks against the Turkish armed forces
as the military keeps up air raids and mil-
itary operations against its strongholds
in southeast Turkey as well as northern
Iraq.

Over 50 members of the Turkish secu-
rity forces have been killed in attacks
blamed on the PKK but the government
has vowed to maintain its campaign

against the group.
The army said in a statement that it

had killed another 41 PKK militants in air
strikes and ground operations over the
last two days. Twelve militants were
killed by the Turkish army in a ground
and air operation in the Uludere district
of Sirnak province on Friday, it said.

Meanwhile, another 29 PKK mem-
bers were killed in air strikes from
Thursday to Friday by Turkish war planes
on their camps in northern Iraq, it added.
Anatolia reported Friday that 771 PKK
militants have been killed so far in the
campaign, including 430 in air strikes on
northern Iraq. It is not possible to inde-
pendently verify the figures. Meanwhile,
10 customs officials and a driver were
reported missing in the Van region of
eastern Turkey close to the border with
Iran, Anatolia reported, saying it was pos-
sible they had been abducted by the
PKK.

The PKK regularly carries out kidnap-
pings in Turkey’s southeast which nor-
mally end with the detainees’ release.
The PKK took up arms against the Turkish
state in 1984 in an insurgency to seek
independence for the Kurdish-dominat-
ed southeast, although its demands later
moderated to autonomy and greater
rights.

Tens of thousands of people have lost
their lives in the conflict and the latest
strife has left in tatters a 2013 ceasefire
declared by the PKK’s jailed leader,
Abdullah Ocalan. — AFP
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