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ZURICH: FIFA’s independent ethics committee is probing
“many” cases of suspected corruption, is accelerating its inves-
tigations and expects life bans for all but minor offences,
according to a source familiar with the matter.

Investigators are probing three main areas: cases related
to the 2018 and 2022 World Cup bidding process, the distri-
bution and use of development funds and match-fixing,
which the source described as soccer’s “big story”.

Ethics investigators say the days when corruption offend-
ers could expect to receive only three-month bans were gone,
the source told Reuters. “There are many more cases than
people imagined and they are determined to pursue them, be
prepared,” the source said.

The investigations are separate from a Swiss probe into
the 2018 and 2022 World Cup awards to Russia and Qatar,
which deny any wrongdoing, and a U.S. investigation which
has indicted 14 people, including former FIFA officials, on
charges of money laundering and racketeering.

Unlike those two probes, FIFA’s investigators do not have
police powers. Although suspected corruption among high-
ranking officials has attracted the media spotlight and con-
cerned sponsors, FIFA ethics investigators are believed to
regard match-fixing as the biggest threat to the sport as well
as the most difficult to combat.

“Match-fixing is the big story at the moment,” said the

source, adding that it was a crime that went beyond the
boundaries of sport and needed collaboration from public
authorities around the world.

Match-fixing is usually instigated by criminal gangs who
bribe players or referees to manipulate a game and make
thousands or millions of dollars by betting on the outcome.
Dozens of players have been banned around the world over
the past few years

FIFA has been dogged by suspicions of corruption for
years and several dozen officials have been sanctioned since
2010. These included former presidential candidate
Mohamed Bin Hammam, who was banned for life in a cash-
for-votes scandal following a meeting in Port of Spain before
the 2011 election. However, many of the Caribbean officials
involved in the scandal were given bans of a few months or a
reprimand. In response to the scandals, FIFA’s ethics commit-
tee was reformed and divided into two chambers, one to carry
out investigations and the other to hand out sanctions.

Even so, it still faces suggestions that it is toothless and
that FIFA President Sepp Blatter exercises control from behind
the scenes.

Blatter and the ethics committee vehemently deny this
but FIFA statutes prevent the watchdog from naming those
under investigation, even when the cases are well-known and
have been widely reported. Clearly frustrated by this, the

ethics committee last month called for greater powers to pub-
lish details of its activities.

“Transparency should be accorded greater importance in
the future when weighing up the protection of privacy
against disclosure,” Cornel Borbely, chairman of the investiga-
tory chamber of the ethics committee, said last month.

He said current rules were “inconsistent with state criminal
proceedings in Switzerland and Europe”. His proposal was
backed by Hans-Joachim Eckert, head of the judgment cham-
ber, who is ultimately responsible for deciding on sanctions.

One case that attracted particular attraction was that of
Harold Mayne-Nicholls, who led the teams which inspected
bids to host the 2018 and 2022 World Cups, and the Chilean
was banned for seven years in July. Mayne-Nicholls said he
would appeal and could not discuss the case.

FIFA did not give any details and the ban appeared severe
compared with previous sanctions for officials who had been
found guilty of serious offences including bribery.

However, the source said the suspension should be con-
sidered as a sign that the ethics committee was getting
tougher and that hindsight could give it a different perspec-
tive. “Lifetime bans are now seen by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport as the normal sanction for corruption and they con-
sider that lesser penalties should only be handed out in rela-
tively minor cases,” the source said. —Reuters

FIFA team targets match-fixing

GERMANY: FC Bayern Munich’s Vidal (right) scores in this file photo. —AFP

Hoffenheim hope 
to upset Bayern

BERLIN:  Hoffenheim have never beaten Bayern Munich in
the Bundesliga in 14 attempts but when the champions trav-
el there today, the hosts will be looking to stage their first
major upset against the overwhelming favorites.

Once hailed as they Bundesliga’s new blood after their
exciting climb up the divisions and their first top tier season
in 2008, Hoffenheim have so far failed to replicate that sea-
son when they were ahead of Bayern by the halfway mark.

They improved, however, last season under coach Markus
Gisdol and after narrowly missing out on a Europa League
spot, the club from the small western German village,
backed by SAP software company founder and billionaire
Dietmar Hopp, is eager to rebound from last week’s defeat
to Bayer Leverkusen. “We should not pull back into our
defence,” striker Kevin Volland said.  “Because then it is only
a matter of time until Bayern score. We have to be coura-
geous, we have to attack and be aggressive. They are not
used to that.”

Hoffenheim have lost 10 and drawn four of  their
Bundesliga fixtures against Bayern. “Obviously, this is a risky
strategy but in my view the only way to have a chance
against them,” the Germany international added. “What is
also clear is that Bayern are so good that they can outclass
any opponent if they get into their groove.”

The Bavarians have had an explosive start, crushing
Hamburg SV 5-0 in their season opener last week with new
signing Douglas Costa repeatedly slicing open their oppo-
nents’ defence with darting runs down the left wing and
scoring once as well.

“Bayern are one of the best teams in Europe. Ideally, we
want to stage an upset but that is very difficult, as always
against Bayern. We need to hit top form,” Volland said.

The Bavarians have only victory at Hoffenheim in mind as
they look to build on their good start.

“In Hoffenheim, we want to bag the next three points,”
said Bayern coach Pep Guardiola, who will still be without
injured winger Franck Ribery but has been impressed by the
speed and skill of newcomer Costa. VfL Wolfsburg, runners-
up last season, are trying to shift the focus away from the
ongoing transfer saga regarding attacking midfielder Kevin
De Bruyne with Manchester City pushing for a move, and
concentrate on their first away game of the season, at
Cologne.

Coach Dieter Hecking looks set to have Brazilian Luiz
Gustavo back in the squad and is hoping to improve on their
lacklustre 2-1 opening victory over Eintracht Frankfurt on
Sunday.

Ruhr valley clubs Schalke 04 and Borussia Dortmund,
eager to put a disappointing last season behind them, take
on promoted clubs Darmstadt 98 and Ingolstadt respectively
as they look to make it two wins out of two. —Reuters

PARIS: After starting the new Ligue 1 cam-
paign with back-to-back defeats, troubled
Marseille play their first game under new
coach Michel when Troyes visit the Stade
Velodrome tomorrow.

The Spanish former Real Madrid star,
who had been out of work since leaving
Greek giants Olympiakos at the start of this
year, signed a two-year deal to become the
permanent successor to maverick
Argentine Marcelo Bielsa.

Bielsa resigned in the wake of the sea-
son-opening 1-0 defeat to Caen, leaving
assistant Franck Passi to oversee last
Sunday’s 1-0 reverse in Reims.

However, the decision to appoint
Michel, like Bielsa a non-French speaker,
may not be to everyone’s taste, with

Marseille winger Romain Alessandrini
admitting last weekened: “It’s going to be
difficult if another person comes with a
translator, and so on and so on.”

Meanwhile, there have been further
changes to the playing staff in recent days,
with Marseille hardly able to believe their
eyes when Newcastle United came in with
17 million euros ($18.9m, £12m) to sign
flop Florian Thauvin and threw in France
international playmaker Remy Cabella as
part of the deal.

Former Montpellier star Cabella arrives
on a season-long loan which could
become a permanent eight million-euro
move next summer. “I’m very proud to be
here and I can’t wait to get out on the
pitch,” said the 25-year-old Cabella as he

returned to France having struggled to
make an impression during his season at
Newcastle. “I’ll remember a lot of things,
both positive and negative, from my time
in England. I grew up and progressed a
lot,” added Cabella, who said he was fully
fit ahead of the meeting with newly-pro-
moted Troyes.

Meanwhile, Monaco go to Toulouse as
they look to get back on track following a
3-1 defeat in Valencia in the first leg of their
Champions League play-off on
Wednesday. Quarter-finalists last season,
Leonardo Jardim’s side face an uphill strug-
gle to turn that tie around in the return at
the Stade Louis II next Tuesday, but first
they must get back to winning ways in
Ligue 1. —AFP

New coach Michel set for Marseille bow


