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LONDON: Steven Smith scored his second hundred
of the series as Australia piled up an impressive 481
in the first innings of the fifth and final Ashes Test
against England at The Oval yesterday. Australia
may have lost the Ashes, at 3-1 down in a five-
match series, but captain-elect Smith’s 143 was the
cornerstone of a much-improved batting display.

England’s reply then suffered a setback when
skipper Alastair Cook, who had made 22, with four
fours, was bowled on the stroke of tea on the sec-
ond day by a superb delivery from Nathan Lyon.

Bowling from round the wicket, the off-spinner
got the ball to pitch on middle-and-leg before it
turned past left-hander Cook’s outside edge to clip
off stump. At tea, England were 30 for one-a deficit
of 451 runs-with struggling opener Adam Lyth
eight not out.  Earlier, the 26-year-old Smith, set to
succeed Michael Clarke as captain when the
Australia skipper retires after this match, struck his
11th hundred in 33 Tests.

It was his second century this Ashes after a
career-best 215 in Australia’s 405-run win in the sec-
ond Test at Lord’s. Thursday’s innings also saw
Smith become the first Australian since Matthew
Elliott in 1997 to score more than 500 runs in an
Ashes series in England.

Smith received good support in a fourth-wicket

stand of 146 with Adam Voges (76), while Mitchell
Starc (58) helped him add 91 for the eighth wicket. 

But Smith would have been out caught behind
on 92 had it not been for a Steven Finn no-ball. Finn
led England’s attack with three for 90 in 29.1 overs,
while all-rounder Ben Stokes took three for 133 and
off-spinner Moeen Ali three for 102.

But Stuart Broad, whose stunning eight for 15
saw Australia skittled out for just 60 on the first day
of the fourth Test at Trent Bridge-a match England
went on to win by an innings and 78 runs to regain
the Ashes-bowled 20 wicketless overs, for an eco-
nomical 59 runs. Australia resumed on 287 for
three, a stark contrast to their Nottingham night-
mare, albeit conditions were slightly more
favourable to batsmen than at Trent Bridge.

Smith was 78 not out overnight and Voges
unbeaten on 47.  Voges cut Broad, bowling with the
new ball, for four to complete a 99-ball fifty, includ-
ing nine boundaries, that followed his second
innings 51 not out in Nottingham.

But Voges was plumb lbw for 76 when an off-
cutter from Stokes kept low. Next ball 332 for four
should have become 332 for five when Smith
chased a wide delivery from Finn and was caught
behind, only for a replay check to reveal that Finn
had over-stepped by a distance.

Finn, though, did have his 100th Test wicket
when Mitchell Marsh (three) opened the face and
was caught by Ian Bell at second slip. Smith’s quick
single off Ali saw him to a 197-ball hundred, includ-
ing 12 fours and a six. But Ali, who on Thursday had
dismissed David Warner (85), took two wickets in
three balls on the stroke of lunch, with Peter Nevill
(18) well caught down the leg-side by opposing

wicket-keeper Jos Buttler and Mitchell Johnson
bowled for a duck.

Smith’s six-and-a-half-hour innings, which saw
him face 252 balls including 17 fours and two sixes,
ended when he dragged the ball onto his stumps
trying to drive Finn. The fast bowler ended the
innings when he had Peter Siddle well caught in
the gully by a diving Lyth. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Joe Root tries to play a shot off the bowling of Australia’s
Mitchell Johnson on the second day of the fifth Ashes Test match. — AP

Smith puts Aussies in charge

Australia 1st Innings (overnight: 287-3)
C. Rogers c Cook b Wood 43
D. Warner c Lyth b Ali 85
S. Smith b Finn 143
M. Clarke c Buttler b Stokes 15
A. Voges lbw b Stokes 76
M. Marsh c Bell b Finn 3
P. Nevill c Buttler b Ali 18
M. Johnson b Ali 0
M. Starc lbw b Stokes 58
P. Siddle c Lyth b Finn 1
N. Lyon not out 5
Extras (b1, lb24, w6, nb3) 34
Total (all out, 125.1 overs, 567 mins) 481
Fall of wickets: 1-110 (Rogers), 2-161 (Warner), 3-
186 (Clarke), 4-332 (Voges), 5-343 (Marsh), 6-376
(Nevill), 7-376 (Johnson), 8-467 (Smith), 9-475

(Starc), 10-481 (Siddle)
Bowling: Broad 20-4-59-0 (1nb); Wood 26-9-59-1
(2w); Stokes 29-6-133-3 (4w); Finn 29.1-7-90-3
(2nb); Ali 18-1-102-3; Root 3-0-13-0

England 1st Innings
A. Lyth not out 8
A. Cook b Lyon 22
Extras 0
Total (1 wkt, 7.1 overs, 30 mins) 30
To bat: I Bell, J Root, J Bairstow, B Stokes, J Buttler,
M Ali, S Broad, M Wood, S Finn
Fall of wickets: 1-30 (Cook)
Bowling: Starc 4-2-9-0; Johnson 2-0-17-0; Lyon
1.1-0-4-1
Match position: England are 451 runs behind
with nine first-innings wickets standing.

SCOREBOARD
LONDON: Scoreboard on the second day of the fifth Ashes Test between England and
Australia at The Oval yesterday:

COLOMBO: Kumar Sangakkara contributed to a Sri
Lankan revival in his final Test as India found wickets
hard to come by in the second Test in Colombo yes-
terday. The hosts recovered from an early setback to
close the second day at 140-3 in their first innings, still
253 runs behind India’s total of 393 with seven wickets
in hand. Sangakkara survived a torrid start to make 32,
adding 74 for the second wicket with Kaushal Silva
after Dimuth Karunaratne was leg-before to Umesh
Yadav in the second over of the innings.

Silva, who had been caught behind off Stuart
Binny on 14 before replays indicated a no-ball, scored
51. At stumps, Lahiru Thirimanne was unbeaten on 28
and skipper Angelo Mathews was on 19. 

India, seeking a series-levelling win after losing
the first Test in Galle by 63 runs, were all out in the
third over after lunch with wicket-keeper
Wriddhiman Saha making 56. Sangakkara, the fifth-
highest run-getter in Test history who will quit inter-
national cricket after the match, walked on to  warm
applause from some 4,000 home fans and a guard of
honour by the Indian fielders. But the left-hander
endured a tough time in the middle after keeping
out a first-ball yorker from Yadav. He remained score-
less for 13 deliveries before steering Ishant Sharma to
third man for two to get off the mark.

Sangakkara drove Yadav to the point fence for his
first boundary, but escaped narrowly on 24 when
Ajinkya Rahane failed to grasp a sharp chance in the

slips after the batsman slashed at Ravichandran
Ashwin. Sangakkara managed to add only eight more
runs before the same Ashwin-Rahane combination
got rid of him after tea with the fielder completing a
low catch in the slips.

Silva, who made five and zero in the first Test,
defied the Indian bowlers for more than three hours
before top-edging a sweep off Amit Mishra to Ashwin
at fine-leg. India’s bowling coach Bharat Arun said
restricting Sri Lanka’s batsmen to less than three runs
an over meant the bowlers had shown a lot of disci-
pline in their line and length. “We are looking for a
lead of about 100 runs,” said Arun. “The pitch is begin-
ning to wear out a bit and there were also signs the
spinners were extracting some turn.

“There is a lot more bounce in this pitch than at
Galle and this will help us. Also the old ball will reverse
because of the dry grass and Umesh (Yadav) is particu-
larly good with reverse swing. “We are pretty happy
with the way this Test has gone so far, but there is a
long way to go in the match.” Earlier, Saha followed
his 60 in the first innings at Galle with another gutsy
half-century before he was ninth out, leg-before to
left-arm spinner Rangana Herath after lunch.

Saha and Amit Mishra put on 46 for the eighth
wicket to frustrate the hosts’ bid to wrap up the
innings quickly after India resumed the day at 319-6.

Mishra, essentially a leg-spinner, made 24 with
three boundaries before he was caught behind off a

rising delivery from fast bowler Dushmantha
Chameera.  

Saha led a charmed life at the crease with two
lucky escapes off the bowling of seamer
Dhammika Prasad before he had added to his
overnight score of 19. The first time, the bail failed

to dislodge after the ball brushed the off-stump,
and then he survived an appeal for a low catch by
wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal which replays
showed may have hit the ground first. Herath fin-
ished with four wickets, while Prasad, Mathews and
Chameera claimed two each. — AFP

Sangakkara, Silva rescue Sri Lanka

India 1st innings (overnight 319-6):
M. Vijay lbw b Prasad 0
L. Rahul c Chandimal b Chameera 108
A. Rahane c Karunaratne b Prasad 4
V. Kohli c Mathews b Herath 78
R. Sharma lbw b Mathews 79 
S. Binny c Chameera b Herath 10
W. Saha lbw b Herath 56
R. Ashwin c Silva b Mathews 2
A. Mishra c Chandimal b Chameera 24
I. Sharma lbw b Herath 2
U. Yadav not out 2 
Extras: (b8, lb13, w4, nb3) 28 
Total (all out, 114 overs) 393

Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Vijay), 2-12 (Rahane), 3-176
(Kohli), 4-231 (Rahul), 5-267 (Binny), 6-319 (R.
Sharma), 7-321 (Ashwin), 8-367 (Mishra), 9-386
(Saha), 10-393 (I. Sharma).  

Bowling: Prasad 24-7-84-2 (w2), Mathews 15-7-
24-2, Chameera 20-2-72-2 (nb2, w2), Herath 25-3-
81-4, Kaushal 30-2-111-0 (nb1).

Sri Lanka 1st innings:
D. Karunaratne lbw b Yadav 1
K. Silva c Ashwin b Mishra 51
K. Sangakkara c Rahane b Ashwin 32
L. Thirimanne not out 28 
A. Mathews not out 19
Extras: (b2, lb3, nb4) 9 
Total (for three wickets, 53 overs) 140
Fall  of wickets: 1-1 (Karunaratne),  2-75
(Sangakkara), 3-114 (Silva).  
Bowling: I. Sharma 10-2-31-0 (nb3), Yadav 11-5-
34-1, Binny 11-3-24-0 (nb1), Ashwin 14-2-37-1,
Mishra 7-1-9-1.
Sri Lanka trail by 253 runs with seven wickets in
hand.

SCOREBOARD
COLOMBO: Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of the second Test between India
and Sri Lanka at the P. Sara Oval in Colombo yesterday:


