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BEIJING: Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt adjusts his headphones during a press conference in Beijing, China.
Bolt will be competing in the upcoming World Athletics Championships in Beijing, where he will look to
retain his Men’s 100 meter and 200 meter world titles. —AP

BEIJING: Usain Bolt and the controversial Justin Gatlin will get
the world championships off to an explosive start when they
take their rivalry onto the Beijing track in the 100m heats
today.

Bolt has dominated sprinting since he claimed a golden tre-
ble at the Beijing Olympics in the Bird’s Nest stadium, winning
nine of 10 individual world and Olympic sprint titles since 2008
— his sole blip being the 100m at the Daegu worlds in 2011.

America’s Gatlin is the man in form but he cuts a contentious
figure after serving two doping bans, latterly between 2006-
2010 after a positive test for testosterone.

That suspension came after he had won Olympic 100m gold
in 2004 and a world sprint double in Helsinki in 2005. Since his
return, he has won 2012 world 60m indoor gold, London
Olympic 100m bronze and Moscow world silver, and at 33 is rid-
ing an unbeaten streak of 27 races dating back to August 2013.
Bolt leads the head-to-head against Gatlin 6-1, but the Jamaican
insisted statistics, and the fact Gatlin was allowed to compete,
were far from his thoughts. “Competition is competition. It’s
always about who’s in the best form and executes,” he said.
“Rules are the rules, he’s served his ban and he can compete.

“I’m not worried. I never look at statistics. It’s track and field-
you never know what’s going to happen.” Bolt, who has held the
100m and 200m world records since 2009, said he had got over
pelvic joint pain that had prevented him from employing
enough flex to fully drive the power out of his long legs. Last
month he roared back from that early-season setback, which
saw him miss six weeks of competitive action, with back-to-back
100m times of 9.87sec at the London Diamond League meeting.

“I would have liked more competitive races,” Bolt acknowl-
edged. “But training is more important than competing.” On
100m times recorded in 2015, Bolt is now ranked number six.
Gatlin tops  the list with a personal best of 9.74sec set in Doha in
May, having also clocked 9.75 twice and 9.78.

“My body feels it’s like a 27-year-old instead of a 33-year-old
who’s run those four years and feels tired,” Gatlin told AFP in an
interview last month.

“My being away from the sport has been a gift and a curse in
a way. For me it’s saddening I had to be away, but I’m able to
have had adequate rest and sit back and see my opponents and
their growth and use that to my advantage.”

Gatlin “is running very well, as far as I can see”, said Bolt’s
team-mate Asafa Powell, who has clocked up more sub-10sec
100m runs than any other sprinter.

The former world record-holder, however, has misfired on the
biggest stage, but has looked in fine form this season. “Definitely
I’m ready to compete, that’s why I’m here,” said Powell, who is
also captain of the Jamaican team. “If my best is not as good as
other guys, I just have to be happy I gave my best. “ Another vet-
eran likely to be in the mix is American Tyson Gay, who has
served a one-year doping ban and like Gatlin and Powell is also
33, while 20-year-old Canadian Andre De Grasse will also be sure
to draw some attention. De Grasse, a late convert from basket-
ball, ran wind-assisted times of 9.75 and 19.58 in winning the
NCAA 100m and 200m titles this year and followed up with a
10.05 and 19.88 double at the Pan American Games, all of which
suggests his legal best of 9.95 may be under-estimating his
potential. —AFP

Bolt, Gatlin rivalry 
fast out of the blocks

Felix’s 400m race 
will not determine 
her Olympic plans

BEIJING: Allyson Felix will not decide whether to try a
sprint double at next year’s Rio de Janeiro Olympics
based on her performance at the Beijing world champi-
onships, she said yesterday.

The Olympic 200m gold medallist will be moving up
to the 400m for Beijing with the possibility of doing
both at the Rio Games, schedule permitting.

“I would love to have the opportunity to have the
choice to be able to do it regardless of what happens
here,” Felix said at a U.S. news conference. “As of now I
think the schedule is like it is here so it is something we
will have to see.” International Olympic Committee
President Thomas Bach offered a bit of hope later on
Friday. “The Olympic programme has been defined in
principle, but if we have a special case where we can
help an athlete, we would still be ready to discuss,” Bach
told a news conference. “It would have repercussions on
others. (We will) have to see if it would be possible or
not. I can’t tell you what the outcome of such a discus-
sion would be.”

Outgoing IAAF president Lamine Diack also seemed
amenable to discussing a change, but said, “if we want
to accommodate each and every single athlete, it will be
very difficult.”

The move is not without precedent. The 1996 Atlanta
Olympic schedule was revised to permit sprinters to
compete in both the 200m and 400m and American
Michael Johnson and France’s Marie-José Pérec both
successfully completed the double.

Felix decided not to try the 200-400m double in
Beijing because she would have needed to run the
400m final an hour after the semi-finals of the 200m on
Aug. 27. The 200m final is the next day.

The schedule for the 2016 Olympics, as announced
by the IAAF, is not much friendlier. The most decorated
female in athletics history would have to compete in the
first round of the 200m 75 minutes before the 400m
final under the current Rio schedule.

She and coach Bob Kersee chose to run the 400m
over the 200m at the world championships because of
the challenge. “It was definitely very difficult (decision),”
she said. “I think everybody knows I love the 200. So to
think of going to a championships and not being in it is
difficult.

“I can’t even imagine when I have to watch and see
results, and just wishing I could be in it. “But I do feel like
it was time to step up.” The 400 does not come as natu-
ral, though.

“The most difficult part is being patient,” Felix said. “I
am a true sprinter and I like to go fast all the time. “So
when you try to slow me down, the strategy is a little dif-
ferent to really lock into that. I think with experience I
(will) become more comfortable with that.”

Winner of 17 global medals, 13 of them gold, Felix
missed out on any medal at the 2013 world champi-
onships after pulling up in the 200m final with a ham-
string injury.

There will be an opportunity for three more in Beijing.
Along with the 400m, Felix is planning to run both the
4x100 and 4x400 metres relays. —Reuters

BEIJING: Science will ultimately put out the
doping firestorm that has engulfed athletics in
the run-up to the world championships, Craig
Reedie, head of the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA), said yesterday. The govern-
ing body of athletics, the IAAF, has been in cri-
sis since data from thousands of blood sam-
ples was leaked to two media organisations
this month.

Three weeks of further leaks and allega-
tions that the IAAF has been soft on dopers

have overshadowed the run-up to its biennial
showpiece, which opens in Beijing with the
men’s marathon today. WADA were asked to
form an independent commission to investi-
gate the allegations by German broadcaster
ARD and British newspaper The Sunday Times
that the IAAF had failed to probe hundreds of
“suspicious” tests between 2001 and 2012.

“It’s been a little bit of a firestorm; I think
the World Anti-Doping Agency has been pret-
ty clear in its views that the allegations were

based on data that was questionable from a
scientific and a legal point of view,” Reedie
told Reuters in an interview on the eve of the
championships.

“Our scientists and experts have already
started working down in Monaco and we
await the results of those investigations with
interest.

“I would like to think that things are qui-
etening down and I hope they are. At the end
of the day, I’m quite certain science will prevail

and we’ll come through this.”
Reedie welcomed the election of Sebastian

Coe to the IAAF presidency this week, saying
his fellow Briton was a “convinced anti-doper”
who would be a powerful ally in the battle
against the use of banned substances in sport.

He said Coe’s pledge to move to an inde-
pendent anti-doping agency for athletics would
not be in conflict with WADA’s work, suggesting
the sport might sensibly follow the lead of
cycling’s governing body, the UCI. —Reuters

Science will prevail in doping firestorm — WADA chief


