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LONDON:  Workers in Britain’s health service have
little idea how to identify or help people who have
been trafficked, though many think they have had
contact with trafficking victims, researchers said
on Thursday.

Some 87 percent of National Health Service
staff quizzed by researchers from two London uni-
versities did not know what questions to ask to
identify trafficking victims, and almost four-fifths
said they lacked the training needed to help such
people. “Medical professionals are the ones that
come into contact with people who have been
trafficked,” said Jakub Sobik, a spokesman for Anti-
Slavery, a British human rights charity.  “It’s a very
delicate situation”. One in eight of those ques-
tioned reported contact with someone they knew
or suspected to have been trafficked, rising to one
in five for those working in maternity care.

The academics, from Kings College London and

the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, recommended special training for those
working in areas where contact with trafficked
people is likely, such as maternity care, mental
health, paediatrics and emergency medicine.

“You’re essentially looking for people who
might be showing signs of abuse or neglect, so
that might be physical injury or sexual abuse,” said
co-author Si‚n Oram from King’s College.  Another
warning sign is if a dominating companion makes
the patient reluctant to speak freely, Oram said.

NHS workers “lack confidence in how to
respond appropriately” if they recognise someone
is a trafficking victim, said the study, published in
the British Medical Journal.

Midwives, assistants and other support staff
were questioned as well as doctors and nurses.
“It’s something that a receptionist might pick up,
it’s something a porter might pick up,” Oram told

the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
In 2014, 2,340 suspected trafficking victims in

Britain were passed to the National Referral
Mechanism (NRM), a government scheme for
identifying and supporting victims of human traf-
ficking, up 34 percent from the previous year.

“Certainly we’re seeing year on year more traf-
ficked people being identified, but we don’t know
if people are getting better at identifying, or there
are more victims of trafficking,” Oram said.

The Home Office (interior ministry) says there
are up to 13,000 victims of modern slavery in
Britain, forced to work in factories and farms, sold
for sex in brothels or kept in domestic servitude,
among other forms of slavery. Most come from
Albania, Nigeria, Vietnam and Romania.

Worldwide, people who exploit slaves gen-
erate an estimated $150 billion a year in prof-
its. —Reuters

Health workers unsure how to spot trafficked patients

WASHINGTON:  The world can breath easy. A
giant asteroid is not hurtling towards Earth
about to wipe out much of the Americas, NASA
has felt compelled to explain following a swirl of
online rumors.

Blogs and off-beat news sites have claimed a
major asteroid will impact earth in mid-to-late
September near Puerto Rico, causing major
destruction throughout the region.

But that theory is entirely baseless, NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory said in a post this
week, trying to damp down the Doomsday pre-
dictions.

“There is no scientific basis-not one shred of
evidence-that an asteroid or any other celestial
object will impact Earth on those dates,” said

the manager of the Near-Earth Object office at
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Paul Chodas.

The lab explained that all known hazardous
asteroids have a less than .01 percent chance of
impacting Earth in the next 100 years. “If there
were any object large enough to do that type of
destruction in September, we would have seen
something of it by now,” he said.

NASA pointed out that Doomsday theorists
have made similar predictions in the past,
including the Mayan calendar claim in 2012, all
of which were not backed up by science and
turned out to be false. “Again, there is no exist-
ing evidence that an asteroid or any other celes-
tial object is on a trajectory that will impact
Earth,” Chodas said. —AFP

Asteroid will not destroy 
Earth next month: NASA

This NASA Earth Observatory image acquired by the Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) on the Aqua satellite on August 19, 2015
and released yesterday shows Typhoon Atsani. —AFP


